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Anytime.
All the time.

2001 Scioto Trail, Portsmouth kdmcohio.com

24   7   365
hours a 

day
days a 
week

days a 
year

Also in Ironton
912 Park Ave.

10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Seven days a week

60622597
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/24 .....7:30 .......Notre Dame ................... Home
12/1 .......7:30 .......South Webster ............... Home
12/15 .....7:30 .......Coal Grove...................... Home
12/18 .....6:00 ......South Point ..................... Away
12/21 .....1:30 .......Ironton Classic ................ Away
12/22 .....1:30 .......Ironton Classic ................ Away
12/26 ....2:00 ......Wendy’s Classic ... Portsmouth
12/28 ....5:00 ......Wendy’s Classic ... Portsmouth
1/5 .........7:30 .......Chesapeake ................... Home
1/8 .........7:30 .......Fairland .......................... Home
1/9 .........12:00 .....Beasts of SE .........Chesapeake
1/12 .......7:30 .......Rock Hill .......................... Away
1/15 .......7:00 .......Gallia Academy ............... Away
1/16 .......7:45 .......Peebles ........................... Away
1/19 .......8:00 ......Ironton ............................ Away
1/22 .......7:30 .......Coal Grove....................... Away
1/26 .......7:30 .......South Point .................... Home
1/29 .......7:30 .......Chesapeake .................... Away
2/2 ........7:45 .......Ironton ........................... Home
2/5 ........7:30 .......Fairland ........................... Away
2/9 ........7:30 .......Rock Hill ......................... Home
2/10 ......7:30 .......Wheelersburg ................. Away
2/12 .......7:30 .......Gallia Academy .............. Home

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
1 ...... Cole Lowery...................G ......... 6-1 ......... SO
2 ..... Ethan Leonard ...............G ........ 6-0 ......... SR
3 ..... Kyre Allison ...................G ......... 6-1 ......... SR
11 .... Trent Rodbell .................G ........ 6-0 ......... SR
14 .... D.J. Eley .........................G ........ 5-8 ......... SO
21 .... Mike Malone ..................G ........ 5-8 ..........JR
22 ... A.J. Jones ......................G ........5-11 ..........JR
23 ... Dakota Reynolds ........... F ........ 6-3 ..........JR
24 ... Kendal Reynolds ........... F ........ 6-3 ..........JR
30 ... Daniel Jordan ................ F ........ 6-2 ......... SO
32 ... Jordan Lucas................. F ........ 6-0 ......... SO
33 ... Reese Johnson .............. F ......... 6-1 ......... SO
34 ... Ty Oliver......................... F .......5-10 ..........JR
40 ... Jahmir King ................... F ......... 6-1 ..........JR

The 2015-2016 Portsmouth Trojans  Chris Slone | PDT

Trojans reload for title run
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth 
Trojans are coming off a 20-6 season and 
a trip to the regional finals.

Portsmouth returns three starters, 
Ky’re Allison, Ethan Leonard and Kendall 
Reynolds. However, despite returning 
three starters, the Trojans will have to 
replace Sky Oliver who was instrumental 
in Portsmouth’s post-season run last year.

“That’s going to be a tough task for 
us,” Trojans head coach Gene Collins 
said. “Not only replacing Sky as a point 
guard but Sky could also go down in 
the post. He was a tough guard on the 
perimeter and on the post. It’s going to 
be tough to fill his shoes. Hopefully Ky’re 
Allison and Kendall Reynolds and Ethan 
Leonard can pick up that slack. And 
we’ve got to figure out from the young 
kids who’s going to step up and take 
those other two spots.”

Taking over the point guard duties will 
be Allison who is 312 points shy of the 
all-time school record.

“Allison is going to be our point guard. 
He’s an All-State returner,” Collins said. 
“He’s going to have the ball in his hands a 
lot. We expect a lot out of him.”

With Allison running the show, 
Portsmouth will resemble last year’s 
squad.

“What you saw last year will be the 
same this year,” Collins said. “We will 
resemble that same style. We are going 
to continue to try to get up and down 
the court. We are going to try to become 
better defensively. A lot of times we’ll 
have five guards on the court. We want to 
score a lot more points than we have in 
the past and in order to do that, we have 
to become more efficient offensively.”

To go with the three starters, Cole 
Lowery Trent Rodbell and Dakota 
Reynolds all offer viable options with 

different levels of experience. Lowery 
and Rodbell have varsity experience 
while Reynolds played junior varsity last 
year — putting up more than 30 points 
in one game.

“We’re expecting some big things out 
of those three,” Collins said.

Portsmouth will also have the services 
of Jordan Lucas who is transferring from 
Coal Grove.

“He’s got some tournament experience 
which is invaluable,” Collins said.

An early key for Portsmouth will be 
getting some of the younger players 
experience while Collins tries to develop 
a bench rotation.

“Getting some of these young kids 
varsity experience will be key for us,” 
Collins said. “And every year, with our 
size, rebounding is always going to be a 
challenge.

“Early on, we’ll probably try to go eight 
or nine, maybe 10 deep, just to see who 
can do what. If we can develop a bench 
and guys can come in and give us solid 
production, we’ll have a longer bench. 
We’ll wait until we get into January or 
February to determine if that bench stays 
long or if we have to shorten it.”

As far as an Ohio Valley Championship 
is concerned, Collins realizes there are 
several teams who could claim the title.

“There are going to be a lot of good 
teams out there that have got a lot 
of players back as well,” Collins said. 
“Maybe even a few more players than we 
have. Certainly our expectations every 
year are to contend for the league title 
and attempt to get to Columbus. The 
expectations are going to be the same as 
they have been the previous years. When 
we get to January and February, we want 
to be good enough to make a run in the 
tournament.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 1930, or on 
Twitter @crslone.

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

Thank you!
The Daily Times would like to 

thank coaches, athletic directors 
and everyone who made the winter 

preview possible. We recognize there 
are missing items in the preview. 

Those items were not available to us 
at press deadline and therefore, we 

were unable to include them.
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 ......3:30 .......Greenup Co. .......... Home
11/19 ......4:30.......Northwest ............. Home
12/2 .......7:30 .......Waverly ................. Home
12/3 .......7:30 .......Ironton ....................Away
12/5 .......11:00 .....Oak Hill ....................Away
12/7 .......7:30 .......Coal Grove............. Home
12/9 .......7:30 .......St. Joseph ............. Home
12/10 .....6:00 ......South Point .............Away
12/14 .....7:30 .......Chesapeake .......... Home
12/16 .....6:00 ......New Boston.............Away
12/17 .....7:30 .......Fairland ................. Home
12/21 .....7:00 .......Notre Dame ............Away
1/4 .........7:30 .......Rock Hill ..................Away
1/7 7:00 Gallia Academy Away
1/9 .........1:00 .......Peebles ...................Away
1/11 ........7:30 .......Ironton .................. Home
1/14 .......7:30 .......Coal Grove...............Away
1/21 .......6:00 ......Chesapeake ............Away
1/23 .......1:00 .......West Union ............ Home
1/25 .......7:30 .......South Point ........... Home
1/28 .......7:30 .......Fairland ...................Away
2/1 .........7:30 .......Rock Hill ................ Home
2/3 ........7:30 .......Waverly ...................Away
2/4.........7:30 .......Gallia Academy ..... Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 ............ Jasmine Eley ............................. FR
2 ........... Kylisha Kearns .......................... FR
3 ........... Faythe Lee .................................SR
4 ........... Sharia Kearns ............................SO
5 ........... Wesleigh Jackson ......................SR
10 .......... Shai Howard .............................. FR
11 .......... Destiny McKenzie ..................... FR
12 .......... Cortney Scarberry ....................SR
21 .......... Jordan Pelfrey ........................... FR
32 ......... Semajah Parker ........................ JR

Chris Slone | PDT
The 2015-2016 Portsmouth lady Trojans

Lady Trojans looking to gain experience
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

PORTSMOUTH — The lady Trojans 
have been described as quick, athletic 
and skilled, however, they are extremely 
young and experienced.

Coming off a 2-20 season, Portsmouth 
features a dynamically different roster. 
Out of nine players suiting up for the 
Trojans, five are freshmen.

“It’ll be a shock to them, the 
competition level, coming straight from 
junior high to the varsity level,” Trojans 
coach Kristen Bradshaw said. “They’ll 
probably get quite a few minutes in the 
varsity game.”

Despite the youth movement in 
Portsmouth, the Trojans do feature 
three seniors on their roster. Cortney 
Scarberry, Wesleigh Jackson and Faythe 
Lee will be asked to provide leadership 
in the locker room.

“Those three will be our senior leaders 
on the court,” Bradshaw said. “Their 
leadership with the younger girls will be 
key for us.”

Jackson, who spent a year away from 
the game last season, is a sharp shooter 
from downtown.

“If she gets wide-open threes, she 
shoots it lights out,” Bradshaw said. 
“I’m looking for her to have a really good 
senior year.”

Semajah Parker will also return for 
Portsmouth. Parker has been a three-
year starter.

“She’s working hard this year,” 
Bradshaw said. “And we’ve really been 
working on our conditioning because we 
are going to have to be in good shape to 
get up and down the court.”

Bradshaw envisions a scenario where 
all nine members of the team receive 

playing time, which will give the 
younger players an opportunity to gain 
experience.

“All ten of them will get playing 
time,” Bradshaw said. “Taking a starter 
out for a minute, giving them a minute 
break, then putting the starter back in. 
I definitely think all ten will get some 
quality varsity minutes this year.”

One of the freshman who has an 
opportunity to contribute early is 
Jasmine Eley who will be competing for 
the starting point-guard position.

“She’s quick. She can dribble. She 
loves the game of basketball. She’s smart 
and she sees the court really well,” 
Bradshaw said.

Last year’s point guard Sharia Kearns 
will also be in the mix to bring the ball 
up the court.

“She has a year experience,” Bradshaw 
said. “She got the freshman jitters out of 
her.”

Sharia’s younger sister Kylisha Kerns 
will also be expected to contribute in a 
big way this season.

SWIMMING SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/2 ..... 5:00 ........ Gallia,River Valley PHS,W,ND,NW....................................... Home
12/7 ..... 4:00 ........ Eastmore ................................................. Columbus Aquatic Ctr.
12/9 ..... 5:30 ........ NW,PHS,ND ........................................................................ Home
12/15 ... 4:00 ........ Columbus Eastmore .........................................YMCA Columbus
12/17 ... 5:30 ........ W, PHS,NW ......................................................................... Home
1/4-8 ..................... TBA 
1/11 ...... 4:00 ........ Eastmore, Beechcraft 
  Whetstone. PHS .......................................Columbus Aquatic Ctr.
1/13 ..... 5:30 ........ PHS, CEHS,W ...................................................................... Home
1/20 .... 5:30 ........ ND, PHS, NW ....................................................................... Home
1/27 ..... 5:00 ........ Southern Ohio Inv. 
2/3 ...... 5:00 ........ SOC Meet W, ND,NW, PHS 

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

See LADY TROJANS | 9
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By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

WHEELERSBURG — Pirates head 
coach Steven Ater is entering his third 
season in Wheelersburg. His first two 
ended with postseason appearances at 
the Convocation Center in Athens.

However, despite the early success 
Ater has enjoyed in the orange and 
black, he’s began each year with a 
disadvantage. During his first two 
seasons, Ater has had to forfeit practice 
time and has been unable to schedule 
scrimmages because the Pirate football 
program has made a deep playoff run, 
forcing the basketball team to sit on the 
backburner.

The 2015 season is no exception. 
With Wheelersburg boasting a 10-0 
record during the football season and 
having a legitimate chance to capture 
a state title, Ater has been constantly 
asked if he would secretly like to see 
the Pirates lose so he can get his entire 
basketball team in the gym to begin 
preparations. But despite the restrictions 
Ater might face, he is one of the biggest 
supporters of the football program and 
hopes they complete their goals.

“We’re incredibly proud and 
supportive of our football team, 
especially our players that are going 
to compete and are multi-sport guys,” 
Ater said. “They just go from one sport 
to another with no break. We’re behind 
them all the way. We hope they go win a 
state championship.”

Once he does have the opportunity to 
assemble his entire squad, Ater will be 
coaching on the fly, which is something 
he’s grown accustomed to doing.

“Whenever we get them, then we’ll 
get rolling from there,” Ater said. “How 
that affects you on the basketball court, 
not having a preseason to evaluate 
lineups, that’s where scrimmages are 
so valuable — to figure out roles and 
rotations, but also just having time to 
put in things and work on things. Our 
first few games are basically going to be 
like everyone else’s scrimmages. We’re 
going to have to do all those things on 
the fly but you also have to try to win a 
game.”

While the games will count 
immediately for the Pirates, Ater is more 
interested in player development and 
overall team improvement rather than 
early-season results.

“Just trust the process,” Ater said. 
“We want to win every game but early 
on, maybe the results need to be put 

on the backburner and just trust you’re 
going to get better by it, and don’t get 
discouraged if a result doesn’t go your 
way.

The main thing we talk about is the 
process and make sure they understand 
it’s not going to be perfect early on. 
We’re going to have to be very vanilla. 
As long as we trust the process, we are 
going to continue to get better everyday. 
We obviously hope to be better at the 
end of the year than we are early.”

Ater believes the Pirates will have 
more depth than last season, which will 
allow him to create a deeper rotation as 
the football players work their way into 
basketball shape.

“Last year we didn’t have the depth 
we think we’re going to have this year,” 
Ater said. “I hope that this year, as long 
as they all come out healthy, we’ll have 
the ability to say, ‘hey football players, 
I’m going to need you two-to-three 
minutes max and then we’ll get you a 
breather.’ And then we can put another 
guy in. We legitimately think we can go 
two rotations of players this year.

“Having a first and second group can 
have its advantages but a disadvantage is 
we may not know who that group should 
be in the first few weeks. There will be 
some competition early on in practice 
once we get them.”

Despite not having a camp for his 
entire team, Ater believes his players 
have the ability to step in and contribute 
immediately.

“We’ve got good athletes and it starts 
there,” Ater said. “You’ve got motivated, 
smart athletes who have a desire to win. 
It’ll take them a little bit to adjust. In 
football, they are rolling through their 
schedule. Then when they come out for 
basketball, they are a little behind as far 
as skill development. It takes them a 
little bit of time to adjust their thinking, 
to adjust their bodies.”

As far as the players that aren’t on the 
gridiron and have already been working 
on the hardwood, Ater said he’s happy 
with their work ethic and development.

“We’ve got some kids that are working 
their butts off right now,” Ater said. 
“Those guys deserve some recognition 
because those guys are putting in a lot of 
hours on their own waiting for the whole 
team to be put together. We’re seeing 
some good things out of the young guys 
and they’re getting some developmental 
time.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 1930, or on 
Twitter @crslone.

Pirates strive despite late start

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/4 ...... 7:30 ...... West .............................. Away
12/5 ...... 7:00 ..... West Union ................... Away
12/11 ..... 7:30 ...... Valley ........................... Home
12/18 .... 7:30 ...... South Webster .............. Away
12/22 .... 7:30 ...... Minford ......................... Away
12/26 ... 2:00 ..... Wendy’s Classic ..............PHS
1/2 ........ 7:30 ...... Jackson ....................... Home
1/8 ........ 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ........................ Home
1/12 ...... 7:30 ...... Northwest ..................... Away
1/15 ...... 7:30 ...... Waverly ......................... Away
1/16 ...... 7:30 ...... Ironton ......................... Home
1/19 ...... 7:30 ...... West ............................. Home
1/22 ...... 7:30 ...... Valley ........................... Home
1/26 ...... 7:30 ...... South Webster ............. Home
1/29 ...... 7:30 ...... Minford ........................ Home
1/30 ..... 7:30 ...... Wellston ....................... Home
2/2 ....... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ......................... Away
2/5 ....... 7:30 ...... Northwest .................... Home
2/6 ....... 7:30 ...... South Point ................... Away
2/10 ..... 7:30 ...... Portsmouth ................. Home
2/12 ...... 7:30 ...... Waverly ........................ Home

SWIMMING SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/3 ...... 5:00 ...............................................SSU
12/17 .... 5:30 ...............................................SSU
12/22 .... 5:30 ...............................................SSU
1/7 ........ 5:30 ...............................................SSU
1/8 ........ 5:00 .... River Valley ....... Rio Grande U.
1/21 ...... 5:30 ...............................................SSU
1/28 ...... 5:00 ...............................................SSU
2/4........ 5:00 .... SOC Championships ........SSU
2/14 ...... 12:15 .... Sectionals ............... Ohio Univ.
2/20 ..... TBA ..... Districts .................. Ohio Univ.

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES
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By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

WHEELERSBURG - The 
Wheelersburg Lady Pirates will 
have a tough task replacing two key 
components of their team last year in 
Brooke Smith and Brooklyn Adams. 
The duo were a pivotal part of the 
Lady Pirates who took home a share 
of the Southern Ohio Conference 
(SOC) title, along with the South 
Webster Lady Jeeps. Additionally, last 
year’s Lady Pirates made it all the way 
to the regional semi-final round of the 
state basketball tournament, before 
being eliminated by Fairland, who 
went on to advance to the state final 
round.

“It’s difficult to replace those two,” 
Wheelersburg Lady Pirates Basketball 
Coach Dusty Spradlin said. “It has 
been an adjustment trying to find 
somebody to be the threat they were. 
We’re still kind of searching for that, 
but those two were certainly hard to 
replace.”

Even though they lost two senior 
leaders, the Lady Pirates will return 
three starters from last season, which 
will give Wheelersburg a plethora 
of on the court varsity experience, 
as well as tournament experience 
which will be crucial for the younger 
members of the Lady Pirates varsity 
team, come tournament time.

Spradlin said this year’s team will 
try to be an up tempo team, and many 
of the returning players will face new 
roles, as the dynamics of the team, 
and the game have changed.

“We haven’t really changed 
anything, like how we want to do 
things,” Spradlin said. “It’s pretty 
much still the same kind of attack that 
we tried to have last year, it’s just a 
matter of how well we execute that 
stuff, game in and game out.”

The Lady Pirates will focus on 
staying a defensive threat, while 
keeping up a quick tempo, as Spradlin 
doesn’t want to lose Wheelersburg’s 
effectiveness on defense on account of 
faster play.

Sydney Holden is one of the three 
returning starters from last year’s 
squad. Holden has started every game 
since her freshman year. She is a 5’10” 
senior who plays guard. She was one 
of the team’s leading scorers, and 
rebounders, each year she has played.

“She has been a focal point for a lot 
of teams,” Spradlin said. “This year, 

she will continue to be a focal point 
for people.”

Makayla Akers is also a returning 
starter. Akers is a junior who plays 
center for the Lady Pirates. Her role 
last year was more on the defensive 
side of play, as opposed to being 
mainly an offensive threat. This 
year, she has been asked to be more 
aggressive on offense, so she will 
be able to put more points on the 
scoreboard for the Lady Pirates.

“She does a good job for us 
defensively,” Spradlin said. “Now 
that we have lost some scoring with 
Adams and Smith, we’re looking for 
somebody to step up and help us on 
scoring. She is one of those players 
who has that ability.”

Another returning starter was also 
known more for her defensive play 
during last season. Kalle Colleman is a 
junior, playing guard.

“She really came on at the end of 
the year and start being a little better 
0n offense, and giving us more scoring 
at times,” Spradlin said. “We just 
need like players like her, whose role 
has changed, to be a little bit more 
aggressive.”

The Lady Pirates will need 
to take full advantage of their 
scoring opportunities this season. 
Wheelersburg will be relying on 
several individuals for offensive 
output, and will need everyone on the 
court to contribute to the point total.

Spradlin is happy with his team’s 
newcomers. The varsity team is still 
relatively young, but is rich with 
talent. They have five underclassmen 
that can come off the bench and be 
successful, which will only further the 
Lady Pirates cause this season.

Like most other teams, 
Wheelersburg will by going after a 
conference title and then to make as 
long a tournament run as they can.

“I think every coach wants to 
be playing the best ball they can 
at that point,” Spradlin said. “You 
want to try to set up for as long as a 
tournament run you can. No matter 
what happens during the season, the 
tournament is completely different. If 
we play well and we have a chance at 
the SOC then great, if not, then the 
tournament is still coming and we 
have opportunities for sectional titles 
and others. We’ll see how everything 
works out.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 
1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82.

Returners crucial for Lady Pirates

Submitted photo
Sydney Holden (23) shoots the ball against Westfall on 

Saturday, November 21st. Wheelersburg won 59-42.

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
11 ..... Sophie Hagans ...............G ...........5-4 .........FR
12 ..... Ellie Ruby ........................G ........... 5-1 ........ SO
13 ..... Abbie Kallner ..................G ...........5-6 .........FR
14 ..... Kalle Coleman ................ F ...........5-5 .........JR
15 ..... Amanda Lewis ................G ...........5-2 .........JR
21 ..... Kendal Warren ................ F ..........5-11 ........ SR
22 .... Brittany Swim ................G ...........5-2 .........JR
23 .... Sydney Holden ............... F ......... 5-10 ........ SR
24 .... Catie Johnson ................G ...........5-2 ........ SR
25 .... Leann Spradlin ............... F ...........5-9 ........ SO
30 .... Laiken Salyers ................C ...........5-9 ........ SR
31 ..... Sydney White ................. F ...........5-6 ........ SO
33 .... Makayla Akers ................C ..........5-11 .........JR

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 ..... 5:45 ...... Eastern Brown ....................Home
11/20 .... 6:15 ...... P.V. Classic .......................Westfall
11/23 .... 7:30 ...... Valley ..................................Home
11/30 .... 7:30 ...... South Webster .....................Away
12/3 ...... 7:30 ...... Minford ................................Away
12/5 ...... 7:00 ..... Fort Frye ................. Rio Grande U.
12/7 ...... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ...............................Home
12/10 .... 7:30 ...... Northwest ............................Away
12/12 .... 12:00 .... Lady Rockets Classic .... Wellston
12/14 .... 7:30 ...... Waverly ................................Away
12/17 .... 7:30 ...... West ....................................Home
12/19 .... 3:30 ..... Lynchburg Clay ....................Away
12/23 .... 7:30 ...... Notre Dame ........................Home
1/7 ........ 7:30 ...... Valley ...................................Away
1/11 ....... 7:30 ...... South Webster ....................Home
1/14 ...... 7:30 ...... Minford ...............................Home
1/16 ...... 10:00 ... Tri-State Hoops .............. Fairland
1/18 ...... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ................................Away
1/21 ...... 7:30 ...... Northwest ...........................Home
1/25 ...... 7:30 ...... Ironton .................................Away
1/28 ...... 7:30 ...... Waverly ...............................Home
2/4........ 7:30 ...... West .....................................Away

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES
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By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

The Valley Indians basketball squad 
returns seven seniors and four out of 
five starters this season. Last year, 
Valley finished second in the conference 
to the Minford Falcons and once again 
look to battle at the top of the SOC II.

“We are excited about this coming 
year,” said Head Coach Scott Rolfe. 
“We have four of five starters returning 
for us. A couple of these kids have 
logged a lot of minutes in their careers 
as seniors. Last year was a learning 
curve for some of our juniors this 
year, too. The last four or five years 
we have had big expectations coming 
out of football season. We expect their 
success on the field to translate to the 
basketball court.”

Valley’s football team advanced to 

the second round of the playoffs, many 
players including Brian Rolfe and Blake 
Howard play both sports. The wear 
and tear of a long football season takes 
its toll, even on young athletes.

“We have a few kids beat up from the 
football season. It’s going to take them 
a few days, maybe a week, but they will 
be alright.”

The Indians return four out of five 
starters, have seven seniors and five 
juniors. Experience will be key this 
year for them.

“We have four returning starters. 
First we have Brian and Blake who are 
huge for us. Underneath we have Bryce 
Romenello who had big games for us 
rebounding and scoring the ball. Aaron 
Linne is another returning starter who 
really came on as a junior.”

Valley returns 7 seniors
The 2015-2016 Valley Indians. Derrick Parker | PDT

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
1 .......... Christian Breech ............. 6-1 .................. JR
3 ......... Bryce Romanello ............. 6-2 .................SR
10 ........ Kenny Williams ................ 5-11 ................SR
11 ........ Bryan Rolfe ...................... 6-3 .................SR
12 ........ Blake Howard .................. 5-11 ................SR
14 ........ Aaron Linne ..................... 6-3 .................SR
21 ........ Zach Elswick .................... 5-9 ................. JR
25 ....... Zach Mayo ....................... 6-4 ................. JR
32 ....... Nathan Riehl.................... 6-3 ................. JR
33 ....... Drew Wolford ................... 6-0 .................SR
34 ....... Blake Brewer ................... 6-4 .................SR
35 ....... Austin Shaffer ................. 6-4 ................. JR

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/1 ...... 7:30 ...... Manchester .........................Away
12/4 ...... 7:30 ...... Northwest ...........................Home
12/8 ...... 7:30 ...... Eastern ................................Away
12/11 ..... 7:30 ...... Wheelersburg ......................Away
12/18 .... 7:30 ...... West .....................................Away
12/22 .... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ...............................Home
12/26 ... 2:00 ..... Wendy’s Classic ........Portsmouth
12/28 ... 5:00 ..... Wendy’s Classic ........Portsmouth
1/8 ........ 7:30 ...... South Webster ....................Home
1/9 ........ 12:00 .... Beasts of SE ............ Chesapeake
1/12 ...... 7:30 ...... Waverly ...............................Home
1/15 ...... 7:30 ...... Minford ................................Away
1/16 ...... 6:45 ...... NA Classic ...............North Adams
1/19 ...... 7:30 ...... Northwest ............................Away
1/22 ...... 7:30 ...... Wheelersburg .....................Home
1/26 ...... 7:30 ...... West ....................................Home
1/29 ...... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ................................Away
1/30 ..... 7:30 ...... Adena...................................Away
2/2 ....... 7:30 ...... South Webster .....................Away
2/5 ....... 7:30 ...... Waverly ................................Away
2/9 ....... 7:30 ...... Piketon.................................Away

VALLEY INDIANS

“She’s athletic, she can play 
any position,” Bradshaw said. 
“She can play a guard. She can 
play in the post. She’ll probably 
be starting for us or maybe the 
first one off the bench. I haven’t 
completely decided a starting 
lineup but she’s just athletic. She’s 
definitely someone that could 
surprise you.”

The other freshman who could 
have a breakout season in her first 
campaign is Destiny McKenzie.

“She might be the fifth starter 
or one of the first ones off the 
bench,” Bradshaw said. “She 
has a great attitude. She’ll go 
110 percent every time she’s on 
the floor. She’s just a grinder. 

She’s gotten better every single 
practice. She’ll get a lot of 
minutes this year and she’ll 
rebound for us.”

Defensively, the Trojans are 
expected to be more aggressive. 
Portsmouth has been forced to 
play more zone in past years but 
Bradshaw is going to play man-
to-man with her young team and 
even press at different points 
throughout a game.

“I’m going to look to press 
a little bit because to me, 
that’s the fun part,” Bradshaw 
said. “Putting pressure on the 
opponent and getting that 
momentum going. Hopefully 
being quick will help our defense 
out this year.”

As a result of her game plan, 

Bradshaw has been working to 
get her team in shape.

“We’ve been working really 
hard on getting in shape,” 
Bradsahw said. “We’ve nearly 
spent half of our practices 
working on our quickness and 
our agility. I like quick, fast-
paced basketball. I think we have 
the quick girls, where a lot of 
teams are going to be big, we’ll 
definitely be one of the quickest 
teams in our conference. It’ll 
just be getting in shape now 
and being able to play the whole 
game.”

Even though the Trojans will 
be facing growing pains from 
their inexperience, Bradshaw 
wants to see her team compete 
this season while gaining that 

experience.
“I’m looking at this year as an 

experience year to watch them 
play,” Bradshaw said. “We have a 
lot of freshmen. I think we have 
the potential to pick up some 
wins this year but you’re not 
going to see a lot of freshmen 
starting on other teams this 
year. At some point, we might 
have five freshmen on the court 
at the same time. I want to 
see improvement and already 
I am pleased with how we are 
improving. It’s a hard-working 
group and I am just looking for 
them to work hard every minute 
on the court.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 
1930, or on Twitter @crslone.

LADY TROJANS, from page 5

See VALLEY BOYS | 10
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(740) 820-2146Good Luck!
60623340

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
4 .......... Megan Duduit ................ 5-4 ................. SR
5 .......... Kacie Hickerson ............ 5-4 ................. SR
10 ......... Kaity Howard ..................5-5 ..................FR
11 ......... Brooklyn Jenkins ........... 5-8 ..................JR
13 ......... Leen Heresh ...................5-5 ..................JR
22 ........ Taryn Donini ...................5-3 ..................FR
24 ........ Maddie Wright ................5-5 ................. SO
31 ......... Bailee Day ...................... 5-8 ..................FR
33 ........ Kamryn Conaway .......... 6-0 ................. SR
34 ........ Chalee Hettinger ........... 5-4 ..................FR
35 ........ Summer Blair ................. 6-1 ..................JR
41 ......... Hannah Conley .............. 5-9 ..................FR
44 ........ Billie Jennice ..................5-5 ................. SO

By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

The Valley Indians Girls basketball 
team is looking to stir up the SOC II this 
season. Last season they finished about 
middle of the pack in terms of standings, 
but this year they see an opening in a 
really competitive league. They have a 
great mix of upper and lower classmen, 
but face a bit of a struggle trying to 
replace a 1,000 plus point scorer in 
Lexie Dodridge.

“Right now we’ve lost three big 
seniors,” said Head Coach Mark Merritt. 
“That includes Lexie Dodridge. Lexie 
was second team all-distract so she’s 
really hard to replace. Madison Osborne 
scored in double figures for us all year, 
too. Kaylynn Cline was a role player off 
the bench but none of them are easy to 
replace.”

Coach Merritt looks to his three 
upcoming seniors to step up and fill the 
hole from last season.

“This year I think we are really going 
to lean on Kamryn Conaway, Megan 
Duduit, and Kacie Hickerson who are 
our three seniors. We do have some 
unknowns for us right now and we are 
going to have to see how some of the 

young girls develop.”
“We have our starting lineup figured 

out: Megan Duduit, Kamryn Conaway, 
Kacie Hickerson, sophomore Maddie 
Wright and Freshman Hannah Conley. 
Hannah is a freshman in a starting role, 
we think she’s going to be really good 
for us. Off the bench we will see Juniors 
Brooklyn Jenkins and Summer Blair, 
and freshman Kaity Howard at the guard 
spot.”

Other Valley girls include Junior Leen 
Heresh, sophomore Billie Jennice, and 
freshmen Taryn Donini, Bailee Day and 
Chalee Hettinger.

Coach Merritt sees the SOC II as 
a tough conference but admits that 
it is going to be difficult overcoming 
the Wheelersburg Pirates and South 
Webster Jeeps for the top two spots this 
year.

“I think you have to look at 
Wheelersburg and South Webster. Burg 
has got a couple really good scorers back 
and there is nothing bad to say about 
Webster, they are very good. Many 
people think it is going to come down 
to those two teams in whichever order. 
Besides that I think anyone can come 
out and win on any given night. It’s up 
for grabs.

Valley Girls want to shake up SOC

The 2015-2016 Valley Lady Indians.
Photo courtesy of Patrick Phillips

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/23 .... 7:30 ...... Wheelersburg ......................Away
11/28 .... 1:30 ...... Notre Dame ........................Home
11/30 .... 7:30 ...... West .....................................Away
12/3 ...... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ...............................Home
12/7 ...... 7:30 ...... South Webster ....................Home
12/10 .... 7;30 ...... Waverly ...............................Home
12/14 .... 7:30 ...... Minford ................................Away
12/17 .... 7:30 ...... Northwest ............................Away
12/21 .... 6:00 ..... Clay .....................................Home
12/29 ... 6:30 ..... Huntington ..........................Away
1/7 ........ 7:30 ...... Wheelersburg .....................Home
1/11 ....... 7:30 ...... West ....................................Home
1/14 ...... 7:30 ...... Oak Hill ................................Away
1/16 ...... 1:00 ...... Adena..................................Home
1/21 ...... 7:30 ...... Waverly ................................Away
1/25 ...... 7:30 ...... South Webster .....................Away
1/28 ...... 7:15 ...... Minford ...............................Home
2/1 ........ 7:30 ...... Eastern ...............................Home
2/4........ 7:00 ..... Northwest ...........................Home

“Besides that we have Drew 
Wolford in the middle. Blake 
Brewer will also get minutes in 
the post. And Kenny Williams 
will be the first kid off the bench 

on the perimeter. That is our 
seven seniors. Besides them, we 
have Christian Breech who had 
big minutes for the JV squad 
last year and Zack Elswick. 
Then we have our three tallest 
kids, Zach Mayo, Austin Shaffer 

VALLEY BOYS, from page 9 and Nathan Riehl. Despite them 
being tall I don’t know quite 
how they will fit in the lineup 
yet. We have seven seniors and 
that’s fortunate for us, so they 
may have to wait their turn.”

Minford and Valley finished 
at the top last year, and word 
around the SOC II is that it will 
be the same this year. Coach 
Rolfe is prepared for the season, 
noting that every game is a fight 
within the conference.

“Our league is a night in night 
out league. West came in last 
year and managed to upset us, 

throwing us out of contention for 
the league title. That strung after 
we managed to beat Minford 
at the end of the year. We 
have to be ready to play every 
single night. We can’t overlook 
anyone. Oak Hill is always 
tough. Wheelersburg is young 
but talented. South Webster has 
a lot of good juniors. Waverly is 
very experienced. On paper you 
could call us and the Falcons the 
favorites because both our teams 
have returning starters, but 
running the league this year is 
going to be tough for anyone.”

VALLEY INDIANS
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CELEBRATING 51 YEARS OF SERVICE
1964-2015

51 years ago my parents Roger and Lillian Davis started the Roger W Davis Funeral Home here in
 West Portsmouth. My wife Leichia and I are carrying on the tradition of serving our community.

We believe that service is the most important aspect of what we do. 
We try to personalize every funeral to afamily’s utmost request.

 
Every year we celebrate the annual “Tree of Remembrance Memorial Service” which was started in 

1993. This service is held the second Saturday in December. Every year we have different speakers and 
a special singing guest to celebrate the event. The West High School Chorus has blessed this service 

with their singing every year. 
The “Tree of Remembrance” stays illuminated throughout the holiday season.

 

 

Roger W. Davis Funeral Home 
1310 3rd St, West Portsmouth, Ohio

Tel: 740-858-4100
www.rogerwdavisfuneralhome.com
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By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

SCIOTOVILLE - The number 
one goal for the East Tartans 
is to get better each and every 
day up until the end of their 
basketball season. Improving 
from last year will be quite a 
task, given East’s very successful 
season. The Tartans ended the 
season with a 17-6 record, and 
mad a trip to the Convocation 
Center in Athens, Ohio, 
where the Tartans fell to the 
Trimble Tomcats in the District 
Semifinal round.

“We’ve got a good core of 
our kids back,” East Head 
Coach Adam Bailey said. “Our 
expectations are that we want 
to get better every single day, 
whether it’s in practice or at a 
game. We feel that we’ve still got 
a lot of room to improve.”

If the Tartans are able to 
continually improve, and 
better themselves, then Bailey 
believes his team will be highly 
competitive in the Southern 
Ohio Conference (SOC), as well 
as being highly competitive with 
other teams in their sectional.

One of the various team goals 
for East is to be in the hunt for 
the SOC Division I title at the 
end of the year. Like most other 
small schools, the Tartans hope 
to be able to make it to Athens.

“That’s definitely something 
we’re setting our sights on,” 
Bailey said.

Expectations will be high for 
the East Tartans this season. As 
with any program that returns a 
large portion of their roster from 
a previously successful season, 
Bailey recognizes that more is 
expected from his players the 
longer they play together.

“It’s good that you can bring 
the bulk of your kids back,” 
Bailey said. “Expectations build 
with them the longer they are 
here, so it’s kind of a good thing 
I think for our kids.”

East will play the 2015-16 
basketball season without 
any seniors on the team. The 
Tartans will be junior and 
sophomore heavy. Bailey plans 
on dressing two freshmen on 

this year’s varsity team.
Bailey said his juniors have 

done a good job filling that team 
leadership role usually reserved 
for seniors.

“Akia Brown has been a kind 
of an on the floor leader for us 
the last couple of years, even 
when he was younger,” Bailey 
said. “That’s something that the 
kids are used to.”

Drew Lowe, another junior, 
has also been providing 
leadership to the younger 
members of the team.

“He is a leader, kind of by his 
nature,” Bailey said. “He was 
our quarterback in football, so 
he’s got some leadership skills 
there.”

A sophomore has even 
stepped up to take a leadership 
role with the Tartans this 
season.

“Blaine Scott is a sophomore, 
and he’s a great kid,” Bailey 
said. “He works extremely hard 
in practice. To be a sophomore, 
I think you have to have those 
qualities for kids to look up to 
you. I think even our older kids 
do.”

Those three, Brown, Lowe, 
and Scott have filled the void 
of not having an actual senior 
leader. Bailey isn’t concerned 
with the lack of a natural senior 
leader, as he believes his team 
has responded exceptionally 
well to those who have stepped 
up to take on those roles.

Akia Brown will continue to 
be a threat for the Tartans this 
year on the hardwood. Brown 
was an all-district player last 
year. He averaged about 19 
points a game last year for East, 
and Bailey expects big things 
out of him this year as well.

“He is probably our key, as he 
goes, we go,” said Bailey. “He 
kind of gets us in the flow of 
things and gets us going.”

Blaine Scott will also be 
a threat for East. The 6’5” 
sophomore was also an all-
district player last year.

“He averaged just under 15 
points per game, and just below 

10 rebounds a game,” Bailey 
said. “I think that gives us a 
good inside-out combination 
from the beginning.”

Drew Lowe will also accent 
the team. Lowe had a very 
successful season last year 
averaging about nine points 
a game for East, and started 
shooting the ball really well as 
the season went on.

“We’re returning those three, 
and all three of them started last 
year,” Bailey said.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

The 2015-16 East Tartans Michael Hamilton | PDT

EAST TARTANS

Tartans striving to improve

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date ........... Time ....................Opponent ................. Location
12/4 ............. 7:30 ....................Notre Dame .........................Away
12/11 ............ 7:30 .......................... Western .........................Away
12/15 ........... 7:30 ...................... Northwest ....................... Home
12/18 ........... 7:30 .................................Clay ....................... Home
12/22 ........... 7:30 ........................... Eastern ....................... Home
1/5 ............... 7:30 ................South Webster .........................Away
1/8 ............... 7:30 ....................New Boston .........................Away
1/12 ............. 7:00 ..............................Green ....................... Home
1/16 ............. 6:00 .......................St. Joseph ....................... Home
1/19 ............. 7:30 ....................Notre Dame ....................... Home
1/22 ............. 7:30 .......................... Western ....................... Home
1/26 ............. 7:00 .................................Clay .........................Away
1/29 ............. 7:30 ........................... Eastern .........................Away
2/2 .............. 7:15 .....................New Boston ....................... Home
2/5 .............. 7:30 ..............................Green .........................Away
2/10 ............ 6:00 .......................St. Joseph .........................Away
2/12 ............. 7:15 ................ Symmes Valley .........................Away
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By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

SCIOTOVILLE - After an 11 year 
hiatus, Walter Monroe will once again 
be leading the East Lady Tartans into 
battle on the basketball court. Monroe 
was the girls varsity coach from 2000-
2004, until making his return this 
season.

“I thought I was retired, but I came 
back,” Monroe said.

Monroe is taking over a program that 
didn’t have a very successful season 
last year. The Tartans won only two 
games, and finished toward the bottom 
of the Southern Ohio Conference 
(SOC) rankings. He is aware of several 
changes that must be made to make the 
Lady Tartans successful once again.

Monroe is determined to teach his 
girls how to work hard, and what can 
happen when a team works hard to 
achieve a goal, as well as changing the 
attitude of the girls basketball program. 
His vision for the team is to create an 
atmosphere where the members of the 
team are able to gel as a unit and get 
along with each other.

“That has been a problem here, kids 
not getting along with each other,” 
Monroe said. “I want them to work 
hard, and do the best that they can do.”

The Lady Tartans voted on two team 
captains, which pleased Monroe. The 
team selected Shay Brown and Peyton 
Helpinstein.

“Those are our two captains, and 
they are doing very well,” Monroe said. 
“Every practice, they’re starting to take 
a little more control of the kids, and 
I’m starting to see a big difference in 
it too.”

Both Brown and Helpinstein are 
juniors.

There are three seniors on the East 
Lady Tartans squad this year, Sidney 
Dingess, Brianna Craft, and Julie 
Lockhart. The bulk of the team is 
made up of juniors and sophomores, 
which account for just under half of the 
current 13 member team.

“We had 18 at one time, but several 
decided not to continue,” Monroe said. 
“When I was here before, from 2000-04, 
we had over 20 each year. We’re hoping 
next year that we’ll open up with more 
to grow the program.”

The Lady East Tartans will have 
a three guard threat for the 2015-
16 season. Helpinstein, Brown, and 
Jasomyn Frautchy. They will also 
receive help from sophomore Breanna 
Humble.

“She is a 6’1” sophomore,” Monroe 

said. “She has come a long ways. She 
has worked real hard this summer, 
and we’re expecting a lot out of her, 
especially toward the middle of the 
year.”

Monroe will have his Lay Tartans 
in a man-to-man defense more than 
playing zone, throughout the season.

“I love man-to-man, and we’ll play 
a little zone, but mostly man-to-man,” 
Monroe said. “Everybody will know it, 
because they know me.”

The Lady Tartans preseason 
progress has really impressed Monroe. 
He said when they first started 
practices the girls always wanted to 
know how long practice was going to 
be and wondered if they were even 
going to stay with the program or just 
quit. Some really didn’t have much 
basketball knowledge, but have made 
tremendous strides.

“They have come a long way,” 
Monroe said. “We’ve had four 
scrimmage games, and did very well. 
Last year they had a problem with 
getting the ball down the floor, but 
we’re doing a good job with that.”

The team’s attitude has been one 
of the biggest changes Monroe has 
noticed from the beginning to just 
before the season begins.

“It’s doing really well now,” Monroe 
said.

While the Lady Tartans still have 
quite a bit to learn, Monroe believes 
this team can compete.

“We have to dedicate ourselves to 
doing better,” Monroe said. “We’ve 
been doing that, and if they can 
continue to do that, then I will expect 
a lot out of them this season, and they 
will too.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 
1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82.

The 2015-16 East Lady Tartans
Michael Hamilton | PDTMonroe returns to lead East

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
4 .......... Taelyn Smith ...........................................JR
5 .......... Sydney Dingess ..................................... SR
12 ......... Jasomyn Frautchy ..................................JR
11 ......... Brianna Craft ......................................... SR
22 ........ Julie Lockhart ........................................ SR
24 ........ Megan Carver .........................................JR
5 .......... Breanna Humble ................................... SO
32 ........ Shay Brown ............................................JR
3 .......... Peyton Helpinstein .................................JR
10 ......... Keke Burgess ..........................................FR
33 ........ Victoria Escamilla ...................................FR
23 ........ Kaitlynn Gifford ......................................FR
15 ......... Shayna Wilson ........................................FR

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/23 ..........6:00 ..................Western ............. Away
11/30 ..........6:00 ........................Clay ............ Home
12/3 ............6:00 .................. Eastern ............ Home
12/7 ............6:00 ........... New Boston ............. Away
12/10 ..........6:00 ..................... Green ............ Home
12/14 ..........7:30 ...... Symmes Valley ............. Away
12/17 ..........7:30 ........... Notre Dame ............ Home
12/28 .........7:30 ........... South Gallia ............. Away
12/30 .........6:00 ............Rose Hill KY ............ Home
1/4 ..............7:30 .............. St. Joseph ............. Away
1/7 ..............6:00 ..................Western ............ Home
1/11 .............6:00 ........................Clay ............. Away
1/14 ............6:00 .................. Eastern ............. Away
1/18 ............6:00 ........... New Boston ............ Home
1/21 ............6:00 ..................... Green ............. Away
1/25 ............7:00 ........... New Boston ............ Home
1/28 ............6:00 ...... Symmes Valley ............ Home
2/1 ..............6:00 .............. St. Joseph ............ Home
2/3 .............7:00 ............ West Union ............. Away
2/4..............7:30 ........... Notre Dame ............. Away

EAST TARTANS
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The 2015-2016 Notre Dame Titans
Derrick Parker | PDT

By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

Last season, the Notre 
Dame were a middle of 
the pack basketball squad 
within the SOC. This year 
may be different. The SOC 
1 is shaping up to be a 
competitive league all the 
way around, and the Titans 
have seven juniors ready and 
willing to the lead the team 
to the next step.

“We lost six seniors,” 
admitted Head Coach Matt 
Mader. “Anytime you lose 
that type of leadership you 
worry about what you are 
going to get out of the next 
class. We have only have 
one senior this year, Chase 
Rodriquez, but this is his 
first year playing for us. We 
do have a big junior class 
with a lot of experience so 
we are hoping those guys 
step up and lead us this 
coming year.”

Notre Dame has the one 
senior, Rodriquez, seven 
juniors, a couple roster spots 
yet to be determined.

“We gave the football guys 
a week off, so we are still 
trying to feel around and see 
what combinations are going 
to work for us,” said Mader. 
“Juniors Aaron Bazler, 
Hattachai Buttayotee, Isiah 
Johnson, Sam Kayser, Grant 
Sparks and Trevon Turner 
all had big minutes last year 

at the varsity level. Kayser 
actually had a concussion in 
the last football game against 
East so he hasn’t bene 
practicing. He had a lot of 
carries and was really busy 
on the football field so we’ve 
given him a few weeks off. 
We are hoping his toughness 
from the field carries over to 
the court.”

Coach Mader knows the 
SOC is up for grabs this 
year. He believes if his team 
can muster up the will and 
toughness that can compete 
each night.

“Looking at each team I 
think this is the toughest the 
conference has been from 
top to bottom since I’ve been 
coaching. This is my seventh 
year, and night in and 
night out you can expect a 
dogfight every single night. 
You have to look towards 
Clay first because they 
won the league. Then you 
have us, East, Eastern, and 
Western all coming in with 
a real shot. It’s going to be a 
very interesting year.”

Coach Mader stresses 
defense first. He requires 
all his players buy into his 
defensive schemes and give 
maximum effort in order to 
be successful.

“Defense first. It’s what we 
preach from day one. It what 
the kids have to buy into. 
We must be able to guard 
someone. If you can’t guard, 
you can’t win.”

SWIMMING SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/2 .................. 5:00 ........................Sprint Meet ................................. SSU
12/5 .................. 2:00 ................ Thunderbird Inv. ......................Lima YMCA
12/9 .................. 5:30 .............................NW, PHS ................................. SSU
12/17 ................ 5:30 ..............................WB, NW ................................. SSU
12/21 ................ 5:30 .............................PHS, WB ................................. SSU
12/30 ............... 5:30 ..........................Northwest ................................. SSU
1/2 .................... 11:30 .......SEOSL South Champ. ..................................TBA
1/6 .................... 5:30 .............................. NW, WB ................................. SSU
1/11 ................... 3:00 .......................... Blue/Gold ................................. SSU
1/16 .................. TBA .............Greenfield McClain ................................Away
1/28 .................. 5:00 ......... SOC Championships ................................. SSU

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/24 ................ 7:30 ....................... Portsmouth ................................Away
11/28 ................ 7:30 ........................South Point ...............................Home
12/4 .................. 7:30 ....................................East ...............................Home
12/5 .................. 7:30 .......................... St. Joseph ...............................Home
12/11 ................. 7:30 ....................... New Boston ................................Away
12/18 ................ 7:30 ................................. Green ...............................Home
12/26 ............... 2:00 .................Wendy’s Classic .....................Portsmouth
12/28 ............... 5:00 .................Wendy’s Classic .....................Portsmouth
1/2 .................... 7:15 .......................... Coal Grove ...............................Home
1/5 .................... 7:30 ............................. Western ................................Away
1/8 .................... 7:30 ....................................Clay ...............................Home
1/12 .................. 7:15 ................... Symmes Valley ................................Away
1/15 .................. 7:30 .............................. Eastern ...............................Home
1/19 .................. 7:30 ....................................East ................................Away
1/20 ................. 7:30 .......................... St. Joseph ............................ Ironton
1/22 .................. 7:30 ....................... New Boston ...............................Home
1/26 .................. 7:30 ................................. Green ................................Away
1/29 .................. 7:30 ............................. Western ...............................Home
2/2 ................... 7:00 ....................................Clay ................................Away
2/5 ................... 7:30 .................. Symmes Valley ...............................Home
2/9 ................... 7:30 ..................... North Adams ................................Away
2/12 .................. 7:30 .............................. Eastern ................................Away

NOTRE DAME TITANS

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 ........... Isiah Johnson ..................JR
2 .......... Sam Kayser .....................JR
3 .......... Trevon Turner...................JR
10 ......... Chase Rodriguez ............ SR
22 ........ Aaron Bazler ....................JR
23 ........ Taylor Pack ......................JR
24 ........ Hattachai Buttayotee ......JR
34 ........ Grant Sparks ...................JR

Titans want to shake up SOC
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VANDERVORT HARDWARE
1532 Gallia Street
Portsmouth, OH

353-1179

WHEELERSBURG HARDWARE
11730 Gallia Pike
Wheelersburg, OH

574-2011
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Serving The Area Since 1992
J.T.’s AUTO SERVICE

1316 Findlay St. • Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Dennis R. Bach, Owner 354-3352
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41

BIGGIE Overhead Doors
Steel DoorS • GaraGe Door openerS

SaleS • Service • inStallation
CommerCial anD reSiDential

8417 St. rt. 335
Minford, ohio

740-250-9393 rebecca or 740-464-9921 Blair
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The 2015-
2016 Notre 
Dame Lady 
Titans.
Derrick 
Parker | PDT

Notre Dame Girls look to repeat
By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

The Notre Dame Girls basketball 
team took the SOC title last year and 
look to do it again in the upcoming 
2015-2016 season. The Titans have two 
returning seniors, Ragen Kayser and 
Audri Graf who look to lead the team in 
the upcoming season.

“We have two seniors, Ragen Kayser 
and Audri Graf coming back,” said 
Head Coach JD McKenzie. “Besides 
them we have sophomore Lexi Smith 
in the paint. I think she is going to be 
really big for us this year. Sophomore 
Molly Hoover is running the point 
and junior Hagen Shaefer will be at 
shooting guard. Sophomore Ali Smith 
will receive minutes at guard too. 
We are going to look at all of them to 
provide much of our scoring. Then we 
have 6’2’’ freshman Katie Dettwiller 
who will play big minutes for us at the 
varsity level.

The Titans have the two seniors, 
two juniors, four sophomores, and five 
freshman dressing four their varsity 
squad in total. They are a relatively 
younger team who hopes to mature 
quickly and regain their championship 
form.

“Our first scrimmage we looked 
pretty decent,” said Coach McKenzie. 
“Our second scrimmage, though, we 
made a lot of mistakes and have some 
things we need to clean up. Right now 
we are getting better every day in 

practice and I think that’s all you can 
ask for. I’ll say this: I don’t think we just 
have one single impact player. I don’t 
think defenses are going to be able 
to look at one of girls and be able to 
shut us down because any of them are 
capable of putting up big numbers on a 
given night.”

Coaches within the SOC 1 are 
in agreement: this year will be a 
grind within conference play. Coach 
McKenzie sees it no different, 
remarking on the number of teams that 
could vie for the title.

“Western is returning a lot of players. 
So is New Boston. Symmes Valley 
is solid. Eastern has Carson Roney 
coming back and she’s a star. Clay is 
young but got better all summer long. 
This year is the deepest the conference 
has been since I’ve been here.”

Make no mistake: Notre Dame 
wants to control the conference. Coach 
McKenzie made it clear his team wants 
a say in who wins the SOC, and their 
goal is the win a title.

“We are missing two big seniors from 
last year in Brooke Pierron and Maggie 
Hoover but I think the other girls are 
going to step in and carry the load that 
they left,” remarked Coach McKenzie. 
“We are really excited for the upcoming 
year, our goal is always the same. We 
want to be competitive enough so 
that we have a say as to who wins the 
conference. And we want to get to the 
tournament and try to win a sectional 
title.”

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/20 ... 6:00 .................... St. Joseph .......... Ironton
11/23 ... 6:00 ................. New Boston ............. Away
11/28 ... 1:30 ............................ Valley ............. Away
11/30 ... 7:30............................ Green ............ Home
12/3 ..... 6:00 ........................Western ............. Away
12/10 ... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ............. Away
12/12 ... 12:00 ............................Clay ............ Home
12/14 ... 7:30......................... Eastern ............ Home
12/17 ... 7:30...............................East ............. Away
12/21 ... 7:00 ................. Portsmouth ............ Home
12/23 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ............. Away
12/30 .. 7:30......................... Oak Hill ............. Away
1/4 ....... 7:30.............................. West ............. Away
1/7 ....... 7:30.................. New Boston ............ Home
1/11 ...... 6:00 ........................... Green ............. Away
1/14 ..... 7:30.........................Western ............ Home
1/18 ..... 6:00 ..............................Clay ............. Away
1/21 ..... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ............ Home
1/25 ..... 7:30.................. Manchester ............. Away
1/28 ..... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ............. Away
2/4....... 7:30...............................East ............ Home
2/6 ...... 7:30..........................Piketon ............. Away

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 ........... Mollie Hoover ......................................... SO
3 .......... Ali Smith ................................................. SO
5 .......... Baylee Webb ............................................FR
11 ......... Katie Dettwiller ........................................FR
12 ......... Hagen Schaefer .......................................JR
14 ......... Catelynn Ball ...........................................JR
15 ......... Ragen Kayser ......................................... SR
22 ........ Clara Hash ...............................................FR
24 ........ Rylee Coriell ............................................FR
25 ........ Maggie Whitman .................................... SO
32 ........ Hali McCallister .......................................FR
33 ........ Audri Graf ............................................... SR
34 ........ Lexi Smith ............................................... SO

NOTRE DAME TITANS
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Affordable Homes  Inc.

Find Your Dream Home Today

With the promise of high performance homes in mind, we offer custom built 
beautiful modular homes to fit your style and budget.

Affordable Homes Inc.
6747 Gallia Pike Franklin Furnace, Ohio 45629

740-574-4405 or 1-800-747-4928
www.affordablehomesinc.com

We are located along US 52 at Franklin Furnace on the Ohio side of the Greenup Dam (Jesse Stewart) Bridge.
60623335

WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

The 2015-2016 West Senators. Chris Slone | PDT

Senators look for contributions from upper classman
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

WEST PORTSMOUTH — 
The West Senators finished 11-9 
last season and feature 10 upper 
classman. However, only four 
of those upper classman have 
extended varsity experience 
with only one starter returning 
from last year’s squad.

Junior Austin Opperman is 
the lone returning starter for 
the Senators. To go along with 

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 .... 5:30 ..............................Clay ........................................... Away
11/18 .... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame ........................................... Away
12/1 ..... 7:30......................... Fairland ........................................... Away
12/4 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ..........................................Home
12/8 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ........................................... Away
12/11 .... 7:30......................... Waverly ........................................... Away
12/18 ... 7:30............................ Valley ..........................................Home
12/19 ... 7:00 ..................South Point ........................................... Away
12/22 ... 7:30.....................Northwest ........................................... Away
1/5 ....... 7:30.................. Manchester ..........................................Home
1/8 ....... 7:30......................... Minford ..........................................Home
1/12 ..... 7:30..............South Webster ........................................... Away
1/13 ..... 7:30..................... St. Joseph ..........................................Home
1/15 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ..........................................Home
1/19 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ........................................... Away
1/22 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ..........................................Home
1/26 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ........................................... Away
1/29 ..... 7:30.......................Nortwest ..........................................Home
2/2 ...... 7:30......................... Minford ........................................... Away
2/5 ...... 7:30..............South Webster ..........................................Home
2/6 ...... 7:30............................Adena ..........................................Home
2/9 ...... 7:00 .................. West Union ........................................... Away
2/12 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ........................................... Away

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
34 ........ Austin Opperman ...........6-3 ............................................... SR
12 ......... Cody Finley .....................6-2 ............................................... SR
5 .......... Drew Howard .................5-11 ............................................... SR
22 ........ Patrick Bays ..................5-11 ............................................... SR
1 ........... Job Swords .....................6-2 ............................................... SR
20 ........ Sam Kegley.................... 5-9 ............................................... SR
23 ........ Buster Boggs ..................6-3 ................................................JR
3 .......... Tre Patrick .........................6 ................................................JR
21 ......... Ryan Caudill ...................6-2 ................................................JR
4 .......... Jordan Tieman .............. 5-9 ................................................JR
25 ........ Jordan Frazier ................ 6-1 ............................................... SO
11 ......... LT Mynard ..........................6 ............................................... SO

See SENATORS | 19

“We’re not going to go out and  
set the world on fire, but we’re going to be 

competitive in every game. I’m pretty excited 
with how hard everyone is working.”
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Position Grade
1 ........... Breanna Bricker ................G ..................FR
3 .......... Brooklyn Fields .................. F ..................JR
5 .......... Madison Compton .............G ................. SO
10 ......... Jordyn Swords...................G ..................FR
11 ......... Katelyn York .......................G ..................JR
12 ......... Hannah Richards ............... F ................. SR
14 ......... Haleigh Pollard ..................G ................. SR
15 ......... Josie Book .........................G ..................JR
20 ........ Kayleigh Coleman .............G ..................JR
22 ........ Terra Butcher .................... F ................. KR
23 ........ Makayla White ...................G ................. SO
30 ........ Mackenzie Newlan ............G ................. SO
31 ......... Lindsey Howard .................G ..................JR
44 ........ Madison Williams .............. F ..................JR

The 2015-2016 West Lady Senators
Chris Slone | PDTNew direction give lady Senators hope

By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

WEST PORTSMOUTH — Coming 
off a tumultuous three-win season, the 
lady Senators have renewed faith for 
2015-2016 with a new head coach and a 
roster that features nine upperclassman.

There are two seniors and seven 
juniors on the West squad. The 
Senators will rely heavily on their two 
seniors, Haleigh Pollard and Hannah 
Richards.

“I know they had limited minutes last 
year as juniors but as a new coach, I am 
really going to lean on them being the 
seniors and being in the school longer 
than the others,” Senators coach Doug 
Williams said.

There are a total of 14 players in 
the West program (junior varsity and 
varsity), but Williams is looking to 
condense a rotation to fit his needs.

“When you have a good team, I think 
you have a seven-to-eight man rotation,” 
Williams said. “If you’re a really good 
team, you have a ninth and a 10th you 
can add in at any given time. Those 
ninth and 10th teams are generally 
playing for the state championship. I 
always look to have six right off the bat 
and look for that seventh and eighth as 
we go.

“Once you start to realize whether 
you’re competing for a league 
championship and you’re starting to 
gear up for the tournament, you want to 
have that rotation finalized.”

As far as who will fit in that rotation, 
Williams said it depends on who can 
take the best criticisms and improve 
their game.

“My job as a coach is to make them 
better, and according to how they 
take the information and run with it, 
sometimes it will be positive for them, 
sometimes it will be negative,” Williams 
said.

Players who received extensive 
playing time last year and figure to find 
a prominent role are Madison Williams, 
Terra Butcher and Makayla White.

Kayleigh Coleman also got extended 
playing time last year. However, 
the junior injured her knee playing 
volleyball and Williams isn’t sure when 
she’ll be available.

“It wasn’t as bad as we first thought 
when she did it,” Williams said. “There 
were no tears but it’s one of those 
things because it’s not a tear, you don’t 
really know how long it’s going to 
take. I know she’s on crutches for at 
least two more weeks and then she has 
to go through physical therapy, and 
depending on how the knee reacts to 
the physical therapy is when she’ll be 
back.”

Even with the injury to Coleman, 
Williams likes the makeup of his roster.

“We have a nice mixture of people 
who have been here and people 
who have got extended minutes as 
youngsters,” Williams said.

Williams who has coached for 13 
years (primarily on the boys side) 
doesn’t have any expectations except 
for one — improvement.

“I’ve generally coached boys in the 
past and it’s generally hard for me to 
use numbers, and I don’t like to use 
numbers anyways,” Williams said. ” 
… I want to be better at the end of the 
season than we are at the beginning. 
That’s our expectations. If we can focus 
on that to start the season, we can 
always end positively.

“In the state of Ohio, everybody 
plays in the tournament. I just came 
from Pennsylvania where you have to 
win X amount of games to make the 
tournament. That’s what you always 
have in your back pocket as a coach that 
we have a second 
season coming.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 1930, or 
on Twitter @crslone.

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date .........Time ............. Opponent ......Location
11/16 ......... 5:00 ....................Eastern............ Home
11/23 ........ 7:30 ....................Waverly............. Away
11/30 ........ 7:30 .......................Valley............ Home
12/2 .......... 7:30 ....................Peebles............. Away
12/3 .......... 7:30 ............... Northwest............. Away
12/7 .......... 7:30 ....................Minford............ Home
12/9 .......... 7:00 ..............West Union............. Away
12/10 ........ 7:30 ........ South Webster............. Away
12/14 ........ 7:30 ....................Oak Hill............ Home
12/17 ........ 7:30 ......... Wheelersburg............. Away
12/21 ........ 7:30 ....................Eastern............. Away
1/4 ............ 7:30 .............Notre Dame............ Home
1/7 ............ 7:30 ....................Waverly............ Home
1/9 ............ 7:30 ...........North Adame............ Home
1/11 ........... 7:30 .......................Valley............. Away
1/14 .......... 7:30 ............... Northwest............ Home
1/18 .......... 7:30 ....................Minford............. Away
1/20 ......... 7:30 ............... St. Joseph............ Home
1/21 .......... 7:30 ........ South Webster............ Home
1/25 .......... 7:30 ................... Fairland............ Home
1/28 .......... 7:30 ....................Oak Hill............. Away
1/30 ......... 7:30 ...................... Adena............ Home
2/4............ 7:30 ......... Wheelersburg............ Home
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MARK HUNTER, CSRM
837 6th Street, Portsmouth, OH

(740) 354-3124
mark.hunter@hunterwilliamsins.com
www.hunterwilliamsinsurance.com

60623410

WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

Opperman, Cody Finley, Drew Howard and 
Patrick Bays earned varsity minutes last 
season.

Beyond those four players, West will 
be looking for new leaders to step up and 
contribute. Two football players who haven’t 
stepped onto the hardwood for awhile are 
Sam Kegley and Job Swords.

“I think they’ll both be assets to the 
program,” Senators coach Scott Davis said. 
“It’s just getting them into the flow of what 
we’ve been doing. And we are building. Last 
year being our first year. We have a five-year 
plan. We’re going to try to keep growing.”

Davis envisions beginning the season 
with a starting lineup that features a couple 
of sophomores and a couple of juniors. The 
two sophomores who will see extended 
minutes are point guard LT Maynard and 
Jordan Frazier.

“(Maynard) is a very good shooter,” Davis 
said. “He’s a smart player. Hopefully LT can 
direct us in the right direction.

“Jordan Frazier is very athletic. He has a 
nice shot. He can hit the three if you need 
him too. But they are young so they are 
going to make mistakes, you’ve got to be 
prepared for that.”

Maynard and Frazier are going to have 

an opportunity to usher in a new style of 
basketball at West. The Senators are going 
to rely on the fast break as a major part of 
their offense.

“This team is a run and gun team” Davis 
said. “It’ll be a lot of up and down the court. 
We’re younger. We’re a little leaner. This is 
a very athletic team. I think we are going to 
run up and down the court. The three is not 
going to be our top priority. Our top priority 
is going to be shooting a layup off the fast 
break.”

Two players who could benefit from the 
new system are Tre Patrick and Buster 
Boggs.

“I think Tre is going to do great things in 
the league this year,” Davis said. “Buster has 
worked all summer on the weights and has 
gotten stronger. He’s got a great shot.

“Those two juniors are going to be a big 
part of our program this year.”

Another player who is likely to benefit 
from the fast pace is potential All-District 
selection Drew Howard.

“Drew Howard, in my opinion, is the best 
three-point shooter out there,” Davis said. 
“I don’t think anybody could compare with 
him on the three-point shot around here. So, 
if we are in the situation where we need to 
make threes, Drew is definitely the man we 
go too.”

Davis believes his team is going to 
compete night in and night out because of 
its work ethic.

“We’re going to be competitive,” Davis 
said. “We’re not going to go out and set 
the world on fire, but we’re going to be 
competitive in every game. I’m pretty 
excited with how hard everyone is working. 
We all went to camp together over the 
summer and worked hard at camp. And the 
ones that weren’t playing football spent a lot 
of time in the open gym.”

As far as Davis’ five-year plan, everything 
is right on schedule.

“Year two, I would love to finish like we 
finished last year,” Davis said. “If you look 
at our program from senior to junior high, 
we’ve got a great bunch of kids. It’s just 
going to keep getting better and better. 
They all love the game of basketball. They’re 
all working hard. Our five-year goal is to 
try to get an SOC Championship because 
the last one we had was in 1985. We would 
love to get to the Convo. I felt bad about 
that class last year, not getting them to the 
Convo. I really thought they could have 
made it and I really felt bad for them.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 1930, or on 
Twitter @crslone.

SENATORS, from page 17

60623324

3 Locations
Portsmouth * West Portsmouth * Wheelersburg
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
FOR 45 YEARS

850 ST. RT. 239 (CORNER OF 239 & 73/104)
WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 45663

(740) 858-4521
CLOSED MONDAYS

VOTED BEST MExICAN AND ITALIAN RESTAURANT

60623352
60623351

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/28 ... 7:00 ..............................Clay ............. Away
12/1 ..... 7:30.................. RipleyRULH ......Ripley OH
12/4 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ............. Away
12/11 .... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ............. Away
12/18 ... 7:30......................... Minford ............ Home
12/22 ... 7:30.............................. West ............ Home
12/26 .. 2:00 ...........Wendy’s Classic .. Portsmouth
12/29 .. 7:30.........................Jackson ............ Home
1/5 ....... 7:30.................. New Boston ............. Away
1/8 ....... 7:30......................... Waverly ............. Away
1/12 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ............ Home
1/15 ..... 7:30..............South Webster ............. Away
1/19 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ............ Home
1/22 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ............ Home
1/29 ..... 7:30.............................. West ............. Away
2/2 ...... 7:30......................... Waverly ............ Home
2/5 ...... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ............. Away
2/9 ...... 7:30..................... White Oak ............ Home
2/12 ..... 7:30..............South Webster ............ Home

Submitted photo
The 2015-16 Northwest Mohawks

By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

MCDERMOTT — There is one 
word that adequately describes the 
Northwest Mohawks basketball squad — 
inexperienced.

The 2015-2016 team will feature 
two seniors, seven sophomores and a 
freshman.

“We are very, very young,” Mohawks 
coach Jerry Barlow said. “Our youth is 
definitely showing in practice. We are 
making a lot of mistakes. We are very 
sloppy with the basketball right now.”

Northwest is trying to replace 
departed seniors Drew Scarberry, Marcus 
Potter and Tyler Slack, which accounted 
for approximately 90 percent of the 
Mohawks’ points last season.

The two current seniors, Darian Logan 
(transfer from Peebles High School) and 
Billy Murphy will assume the leadership 
duties while trying to account for the 
statistical void left by Scarberry, Potter 
and Slack.

“Our seniors, I do have a big 
expectation of them coming into this 
year to provide some leadership,” Barlow 
said. “Neither one of them has a ton of 
basketball experience. I’m hoping they 
can fill that role that Drew, Marcus and 
Tyler filled last year.

“They have a big role to fill. Not just 
in leadership ability but also stats, we 
didn’t score a lot of points as a team 
and those two (Scarberry and Potter) 
scored 90 percent of them. Throw Slack 
in there with rebounding and those three 
dominated every statistical category.”

To go along with Logan and Murphy, 
Cainen Spencer, Kaleb Smith, Dustin 
Taylor, Garrett Rowe, Ashton Hall and 
Kyle Lesie will be competing for starting 
roles and playing time this season.

While the other positions are in flux, 
Rowe and Hall (a true freshman) have 
been competing for the point guard spot.

“(Hall) is done some good things but 
he’s also a 14-year-old freshman in there 
playing against upperclassman,” Barlow 

said. “It was a rude awakening for him in 
our first scrimmage.

“Garrett Rowe is a very versatile 
player. He can play anywhere from the 
one to the four. We can just put him in 
and I expect a lot of things from him.”

The two most experienced players 
on the Mohawk squad are sophomores 
Kaleb Smith and Kyle Leslie, both started 
last season as true freshmen.

“Were they ready to start as freshman? 
At other programs, probably not,” Barlow 
said. “But they did some good things last 
year. They’ve got some experience under 
their belt. Those two have more varsity 
experience than anyone else, including 
my two seniors.

Taylor and Smith are going to be 
counted on to make perimeter shots for 
Northwest, which would open up the 
post for Leslie.

“Taylor has come on very strong,” 
Barlow said. “He’s shot the ball very well. 
He gained some varsity experience last 
year. I’ve told Kaleb Smith and Dustin 
Taylor to pretty much shoot the ball 
every time they get it. They’ve both got a 
really nice shot on them.”

Overall, Northwest will have to 
compete with more experienced teams in 
the SOC II race, which can be a daunting 
task for a team that’s learning on the fly.

“It’s going to be a very trying season,” 
Barlow said. “Basketball is a very long 
season. We’re going to have to fight 

Mohawks lack 
experience in ‘15

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
4 .......... Cainen Spencer ............. 5-8 ................. SO
5 .......... Mason Campbell ............ 5-1 ................. SO
10 ......... Kaleb Smith ................... 6-0 ................. SO
12 ......... Brady Lykins .................. 6-0 ................. SO
14 ......... Dustin Taylor.................. 6-0 ................. SO
20 ........ Garrett Rowe .................. 6-1 ................. SO
22 ........ Ashton Hall ....................5-11 ..................FR
23 ........ Darian Logan ..................6-3 ................. SR
24 ........ Kylie Leslie ..................... 6-4 ................. SO
33 ........ Hobby Howard ................ 6-1 ................. SO
34 ........ Billy Murphy .................. 6-0 ................. SR

NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

See MOHAWKS | 21
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through some adversity. The wins 
and losses will come and go, I 
just want the kids to continue to 
work hard and hopefully over the 
course of the season, having such 
a young roster, I can get them to 
build upon that. I talk to them 
everyday about it being a process, 
we’re not going to accomplish our 
goals over night.”

The Mohawks don’t have a 
favorable schedule, opening the 
season with six straight road 
games.

“We just have a group of 
kids that don’t have a lot of 
experience. They come in and 
work hard for me, and I am 
going to continue to put the 
practice plans together to attack 
the things we need to work on. 
Hopefully we can continue to 
improve and come Nov. 28, we 
can go to Clay High School and 
put on a good show.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 
1930, or on Twitter @crslone.

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/19 .... 4:30 ................. Portsmouth ..............Away
11/21 .... 10:00 ....Paint Valley Classic .....Bainbridge
11/23 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ..............Away
11/30 ... 7:30......................... Minford .............Home
12/3 ..... 7:30.............................. West .............Home
12/7 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ..............Away
12/10 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .............Home
12/14 ... 7:30..............South Webster ..............Away
12/16 ... 7:30..........................Piketon .............Home
12/17 ... 7:30............................ Valley .............Home

12/21 ... 7:30..................... White Oak ..............Away
1/6 ....... 7:30................... West Union .............Home
1/7 ....... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .............Home
1/11 ...... 7:30......................... Minford ..............Away
1/14 ..... 7:30.............................. West ..............Away
1/18 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly .............Home
1/21 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ..............Away
1/23 ..... 6:30 ............... North Adams ..............Away
1/25 ..... 7:30......................... Eastern .............Home
1/28 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .............Home
2/1 ....... 6:00 ..............................Clay .............Home
2/3 ...... 7:30..................Greenup Co. .............Home
2/4....... 7:00 ........................... Valley ..............Away

The 2015-16 
Northwest 
Lady 
Mohawks
Submitted 
photo

NORTHWEST MOHAWKS
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The 2015-16 South Webster Jeeps
Michael Hamilton | PDT

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

SOUTH WEBSTER - The 
South Webster Boys Basketball 
program will lean heavily on 
its returning upperclassmen, as 
they set forth on a basketball 
journey to exceed last season’s 
gains. Under the supervision 
of third year Head Coach Ryan 
Fenton, the Jeeps will bring 
back more experience to this 
year’s squad.

“The last couple years we’ve 
had groups that weren’t very 
experienced at the varsity level,” 
said Fenton. “It was a pretty 
difficult two years. We had 
a really good year two years 
ago, where I think we kind of 
exceeded expectations, and then 
last year we kind of took a step 
back.”

Experience will be key for the 
Jeeps this year, as the varsity 
team will suit up 10 juniors, two 
seniors, and a single freshman.

“We have 10 juniors in the 
program, and four of them have 
been playing varsity since they 
were freshmen,” said Fenton. 
“It’s going to be good that 

they’ve already got two years 
under their belt, and they’re 
juniors now. It’s good to see the 
numbers back.”

In all, a total of 25 students 
will be playing junior varsity 
and varsity basketball for South 
Webster during the 2015-16 
season.

“It’s good to see the program 
turned around and heading 
towards the right direction,” 
said Fenton.

Improving on last year will 
be one of the main goals for the 
Jeeps.

“Last year we finished 

Experience will lead Jeeps

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
1 ........... Matthew Shonkwiler .........G ................ 5-9 ............... JR
2 .......... Shane Zimmerman ...........G ................ 6-2 ............... JR
3 .......... Hunter Bennington ...........G ................ 6-2 ............... JR
4 .......... Shiloah Blevins .................. F ................ 6-3 ............... FR
5 .......... Greg Copas ........................ F ................5-11 ............... JR
10 ......... Blake Fulk ..........................G ...............5-10 ............... JR
11 ......... Brayden Montgomery .......G ................ 5-6 ............... JR
12 ......... Garrett Rawlins ................. F ................5-11 ...............SR
13 ......... Alek Blevins ....................... F ................5-11 ............... JR
22 ........ Trevor Coriell ..................... F ...............5-10 ............... JR
24 ........ Nathan Hadinger ............... F ................ 6-2 ...............SR
33 ........ Nathan Wolfenbarker ........G ...............5-10 ............... JR
42 ........ Dom Holding ..................... F ................ 5-9 ............... JR

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/1 ..... 7:30.................. Portsmouth ..................................Away
12/4 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .................................Home
12/8 ..... 7:30............................ Green .................................Home
12/11 .... 7:30......................... Minford ..................................Away
12/15 ... 7:30.................. New Boston ..................................Away
12/18 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .................................Home
12/22 ... 7:30......................... Waverly .................................Home
12/29 .. 7:30...................South Point ..................................Away
1/5 ....... 7:30...............................East .................................Home
1/8 ....... 7:30............................ Valley ..................................Away
1/12 ..... 7:30.............................. West .................................Home
1/15 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest .................................Home
1/16 ..... 11:45 ...................NA Classic .....................North Adams
1/19 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ..................................Away
1/22 ..... 7:30......................... Minford .................................Home
1/26 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ..................................Away
1/29 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ..................................Away
1/30 .... 7:30...............................Clay .................................Home
2/2 ...... 7;30............................ Valley .................................Home
2/5 ...... 7:30.............................. West ..................................Away
2/9 ...... 7:30.........................Jackson .................................Home
2/12 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest ..................................Away

SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

toward the bottom, we didn’t 
have a very good year, but the 
year before that we were near 
the middle of the pack,” said 
Fenton. “Hopefully, this year, 
we’ll be up near the very top.”

Fenton has no doubt his team 
can compete with any team they 
may face this upcoming season.

“We definitely have a team 

that can compete night in and 
night out,” said Fenton. “It’s just 
about bringing consistent effort 
and making sure we show up 
every night.”

The Jeeps will have a lot of 
goals for this season according 
to Fenton.

See JEEPS | 24
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1658 11th St, 
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Book parties, meetings, reunions
carryout, fundraisers.
Mobile Pizza Trailer:  

Featuring "Fire Brick Oven"
740-353-4000

SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

The 2015-16 South Webster Lady Jeeps
Michael Hamilton | PDT

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

SOUTH WEBSTER - The 2015-16 
South Webster Lady Jeeps are prepared 
for another exciting season of basketball. 
The Lady Jeeps are looking forward to 
defending their Southern Ohio Conference 
Co-Championship from last year, and 
continue the successes of last year’s 24-1 
record, including a trip to the regional semi-
final round of the state basketball playoffs.

The Lady Jeeps will have the bulk of their 
core back for this season, after losing two 
seniors last year, one of which was a starter.

“We’re just hoping to do as well as we did 
last year,” Jeeps head coach Kristie Johnson 
said. “We’ve got certain things we want to 
reach, and certain goals, but the ultimate 
goal is to end up being better than we were 
when we started.”

Johnson admitted the competition in 
the SOC this year will be tough, and it will 
take a lot of hard work to repeat last year’s 
success in the conference.

“The SOC is really strong, of course 

Wheelersburg is going to be a powerhouse 
again this year,” commented Johsnon. 
“Minford was young last year, and now 
they’ve got that year of experience under 
their belt, and they’re going to be something 
to deal with. It’s going to be a great season 
for our SOC, and that only helps us being 
the only D (Division) IV school in the SOC 
II conference to get ready for tournaments.”

This year’s team is packed with 
upperclassmen as well as underclassmen. 

South Webster will have six freshmen on 
this year’s team, along with five seniors, 
making up the bulk of the team. There are 
only three sophomores, and two juniors on 
the 2015-16 squad.

“We are senior heavy this year,” said 
Johnson. “They are the bulk of our scoring 
on Varsity. We have Kacie Hall, who signed 
with Presbyterian College, a D I (NCAA 

Lady Jeeps ready for success

See LADY JEEPS | 24
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/1 ..... 6:00 .................... St. Joseph ................................ Home
12/4 ..... 7:30......................... Eastern ..................................Away
12/8 ..... 7:30.............................. West ................................ Home
12/11 .... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ................................ Home
12/12 ... 7:30................... West Union ................................ Home
12/15 ... 7:30..............South Webster ................................ Home
12/18 ... 7:30.........................Western ................................ Home
12/22 ... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley ..................................Away
1/5 ....... 7:30.....................Northwest ................................ Home
1/8 ....... 7:30...............................East ................................ Home
1/12 ..... 7:00 ..............................Clay ..................................Away
1/15 ..... 7:30............................ Green ................................ Home
1/16 ..... 10:00 ..................NA Classic .................... North Adams
1/19 ..... 7:30......................... Eastern ................................ Home
1/22 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ..................................Away
1/23 ..... 2:00 ..................Rose Hill KY ..................................Away
1/26 ..... 7:30.........................Western ..................................Away
1/29 ..... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ................................ Home
2/2 ...... 7:15 ...............................East ..................................Away
2/5 ...... 7:30...............................Clay ................................ Home
2/9 ...... 7:30..................... St. Joseph ..................................Away
2/12 ..... 7:30............................ Green ..................................Away

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
0 .......... Dylan Rawlins ....................G ................ 5-9 ............... JR
2 .......... R.J. Hayes ..........................G ................ 6-0 ............... JR
4 .......... Parker Steele .....................G ................ 6-0 ...............SR
12 ......... Drake Truitt ........................ F ................ 6-0 .............. SO
13 ......... Logan Crum ....................... F ................. 6-1 ............... JR
20 ........ Kade Conley ......................G ................ 6-0 .............. SO
21 ......... Edward McGahan .............. F ................ 5-9 ...............SR
22 ........ Isaac Erks .......................... F ................ 5-8 ............... JR
23 ........ Austin Litz .........................G ................ 5-9 ...............SR
24 ........ Tyler Caldwell ....................G ................ 6-3 ...............FR
32 ........ Kyle McQuithy ................... F ................ 6-0 .............. SO
33 ........ Ethan Porter ......................C ................ 6-3 ...............SR

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

NEW BOSTON - It’s all 
about tradition at Glenwood 
High School, from the coaches, 
the players, all the way to the 
fans. Nothing quite unites the 
small village like Glenwood 
Tiger basketball. This year is 
no exception, as the Tigers will 
take the court continuing an 
honored institution for nearly a 
hundred years.

This year, as the Tigers take 
the court, Coach Scott Jenkins 
will not only continue a long 
village tradition, but one of his 
family as well.

“Basketball has a great 
tradition here at Glenwood,” 
Jenkins said. “My grandfather 
coached here, my father coached 
here, so me being in this spot 
means an awful lot. The coaches 
here right now, are all Glenwood 
graduates that came through the 
program. Every night we preach 
about the tradition. We preach 
about school spirit, and having 
what we call here ‘Tiger Pride’, 
and occasionally there are older 
players that will come in and 
visit.”

Jenkins took over as varsity 
coach at Glenwood last season. 

While the Tigers didn’t have as 
successful a season as many had 
hoped they would, in wins and 
losses, Jenkins said his players 
learned so much from last year.

“Last year we finished 1-22,” 
Jenkins said. “We had a lot of 
progress. We were competing 
in a lot of games, and had 
opportunities toward the end of 
some of the games to give us a 
shot at winning”

Glenwood had a very young 
varsity team last year. This 
year, Jenkins hopes his players 
returning from last year will 
capitalize on that year’s worth 
of varsity experience and use 
it to help the team finish some 
of those close games on the 
positive side of the scoreboard.

One third of the 12 man 
varsity roster will be made up of 
seniors. Parker Steele, Edward 
McGahan, Austin Litz, and 
Ethan Porter will all provide 
senior leadership to the rest of 
the team. Even with the four 
seniors, the team is still young 
by playing standards, especially 
when looking at the first seven 
to eight players.

“Basically, when you’re 
looking at our first seven or 
eight players, you’re still looking 
at half our team being freshmen 

The 2015-16 Glenwood Tigers

Tradition continues for Glenwood

and sophomores,” Jenkins said. 
“The best thing about that is we 
have three sophomores that got 
to play varsity basketball last 
year. Two of them got to play 
an awful lot, and the other got a 
lot of experience in, as he split 
time between junior varsity and 
varsity.”

Jenkins is confident they can 
gain from last year’s experience, 
and use it as a tool to motivate 

them to respond in a more 
positive manner.

“They win a lot of battles,” 
Jenkins said. “I put them in 
spots where they were needed 
to handle the ball, to rebound, 
and hopefully with that year 
underneath their belt they can 
respond a little bit better this 
year.”

Michael Hamilton | PDT

See TIGERS | 29
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“I always tell the kids to set your goals 
high,” said Fenton. “Set your goal as you 
want to win the league and you want to win a 
district title, and then you go from there.”

Accomplishing those goals won’t be easy 
for the Jeeps.

“It’s going to take a lot of work,” said 
Fenton. “Those are our two main goals right 
now, and then we’ll try to get there from 
here.”

Going after a conference and division title 
will require the best from South Webster 
every night during the season according to 
Fenton.

“At a Division IV level, we always want to 
win a district title,” said Fenton. “It’s tough 
to accomplish, but we play in such a tough 
league, where we have to bring it every single 
night in the league, that we are typically well 
tested by the time the tournament comes.”

Shane Zimmerman and Alek Blevins will 
be two Jeeps to look out for this season.

“This will be their third year starting, and 
they’re only juniors, that’s pretty impressive,” 
said Fenton. “Shane averaged about almost 
20 (points) a game last year. He’s definitely 
gotten a little better, a little stronger, and a 
little taller. He’s trying to take his game to a 
different level.”

“Alek is just a really good athlete, he’s 
tough,” said Fenton. “Every year his game has 
taken the next step in terms of becoming a 
better shooter, becoming a better ball handler, 
and not just a defender, things like that.”

Several other juniors will tie in well with 
the team as well.

“Nathan Wolfenbarker, Hunter Bennington, 
Matthew Shonkwiler, Trevor Coriell, I could 
all see playing significant minutes,” said 
Fenton.

The team’s seniors will also see a 
significant amount of minutes.

“We have a freshman, that we’ll tie in the 
mix, in Shiloah Blevins,” said Fenton. “He’s 
long, about 6’3”, really athletic. He’ll be 
playing a little bit of varsity and we’ll try to 

get him acclimated early, might be a learning 
curve for him.”

Fenton added he’s looking to play about 
nine or 10 kids pretty consistently every 
night.

“We definitely have the kids that can do 
that, as long as they’re providing consistent 
effort,” said Fenton.

The team’s depth will be a core asset this 
season.

“We’re finally a deeper team, and have 
pretty good athletes,” said Fenton. “We have 
some good shooters too, we just have to 
make sure we’re continuously getting open 
shots, and not forcing shots. Making sure 
we’re getting the right shots every time 
and opening up our shooters and taking 
everyone’s game to the next level, making 
sure everyone is able to get to the rim and 
get everybody else open. That will make 
everyone’s job a lot easier.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 1931 or 
on Twitter @MikeHamilton82

JEEPS, from page 22

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
2 .......... Ellie Jo Johnson .............G/F ................. 6-1 ............... SO
3 .......... Karli Montgomery .............G .................5-3 ................FR
4 .......... Cheyenne Russell .............. F ................ 5-6 ................JR
5 .......... Jasmine Smith ..................G ................ 5-0 ................FR
10 ......... Kaylee Hadinger ................G .................5-3 ............... SO
11 ......... Kacie Hall ...........................G ................ 5-6 ............... SR
12 ......... Madelyn Stamper ..............G ................. 5-1 ............... SR
14 ......... Kimber Johnson ................ F ................5-11 ............... SR
15 ......... Alicia Watson ..................... F ................ 5-6 ................JR
20 ........ Avery Zempter ...................G ................ 5-8 ............... SO
21 ......... Kelsi Montgomery .............G .................5-3 ................FR
22 ........ Cheyenne Weakley ............G ................5-11 ............... SR
23 ........ Taylor Rawlins ................... F ................ 5-8 ................FR
24 ........ Maddie Cook ..................... F ................ 5-9 ................FR
32 ........ Adrianna Blanton ..............G .................5-5 ................FR
33 ........ Alley Wison ........................ F ................ 5-6 ............... SR

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 10:00 ....Paint Valley Classic .................................. Away
11/23 ... 7:30......................... Minford .................................. Away
11/30 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ................................. Home
12/3 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ................................. Home
12/7 ..... 7:30............................ Valley .................................. Away
12/10 ... 7:30.............................. West ................................. Home
12/14 ... 7:30.....................Northwest ................................. Home
12/17 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .................................. Away
12/28 .. 7:30..........Albany Alexander .................................. Away
12/30 .. 6:00 ..............................Clay .................................. Away
1/7 ....... 7:30......................... Minford ................................. Home
1/11 ...... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .................................. Away
1/14 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly .................................. Away
1/16 ..... 10:00 ......... Tri-State Hoops ..............................Fairland
1/21 ..... 7:30.............................. West .................................. Away
1/25 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ................................. Home
1/28 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest .................................. Away
2/1 ....... 6:00 ........................Jackson ................................. Home
2/4....... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ................................. Home
2/6 ...... 12:00 .... Tackett’s Shootout ............................... Ironton

Division I) school down in South 
Carolina.”

Hall is the main offensive 
threat for the Lady Jeeps.

“She is such a dominant threat 
on both ends,” said Johsnon. 
“Presbyterian is going to be a 
great fit for her.”

“We have Chy (Cheyenne) 
Weakley, who is one of our 
top three scorers and a great 
defender for us,” said Johnson. 
“We also have Maddie (Madelyn) 
Stamper who is our quick little 
defender, one of those that drives 
you crazy when she’s on the ball.”

Kimber Johnson, the leading 
rebounder for South Webster 
last year will team up with Alley 
Wilson, a fellow senior, aim to 
crash the boards for the Lady 
Jeeps this year.

“She (Johnson) does a great 
job on the boards and getting put 
backs, and then Alley Wilson, 
who is another big rebounder for 
us,” said Coach Johnson. “We’re 
losing a lot this year, but we’re 
not going to worry about that, 
we’re going to enjoy the ride this 
year.”

The five seniors, Hall, 
Stamper, Johnson, Weakley, and 
Wilson have all been named 
captains of this year’s women’s 
varsity squad, and have been in 
Johnson’s basketball program 
throughout their entire high 
school career.

“In fact, they are the first class 
to go through my entire biddy 
ball, starting at Kindergarten to 
go through my entire program,” 
said Johsnon. “They’ve went 

up through the system, and just 
continued on, so that’s exciting.”

Watching those players evolve 
and grow as individuals and 
athletes has been an amazing 
experience for Johnson.

“That comes with a lot of 
parent involvement,” said 
Johnson. “This group of seniors 
had great parents that helped 
coach biddy ball programs, and 
always came to me and asked 
me what I was doing to help 
prepare them, and that’s huge. 
It’s bittersweet, it’s so amazing to 
watch them and their love of the 
game and how that has grown 
throughout the years.”

Johnson added it is always 
tough to say goodbye to a group 
of seniors.

“It’s heart wrenching, because 
you get really close,” said 
Johnson. “This group is going 
to be tough. They’re going to be 
tough to say goodbye to.”

Ellie Jo Johnson, a sophomore, 
will be a threat to those opposing 
the Lady Jeeps this year as well.

“She is our second-leading 
scorer,” said Coach Johnson. 
“She has really worked on her 
skills as a guard more, she’s 
over six feet tall, so she’s always 
been on the inside, so she’s been 
working on that guard spot 
during the offseason.”

Johnson believes her team, 
and all of its threats, will be able 
to adjust to whatever team they 
are playing, which she believes 
will lead the team to getting a lot 
of wins.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, 
ext 1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82

LADY JEEPS, from page 23
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PORTSMOUTH

EUTON
REAL ESTATE, INC

CHARLES

Cathy J. Scott
Your Hometown Realtor

cell: 740-935-5892
home: 740-820-2868

scottcathyj@yahoo.com

Residential – CommeRCial

BuRglaR alaRms - FiRe alaRms

24-HR. monitoRing

Video suRVeillanCe systems

625 Third Street, Portsmouth, Ohio
www.southernohiosecurity.com

“Serving the area since 1976”BoB Cooper

740-355-1106 - 888-637-0414
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/23 ... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame .............. Home
11/30 ... 6:00 ........................Western .............. Home
12/3 ..... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ................Away
12/7 ..... 6:00 ..............................East .............. Home
12/10 ... 6:00 ..............................Clay ................Away
12/14 ... 6:00 ........................... Green .............. Home
12/16 ... 6:00 ................. Portsmouth .............. Home
12/17 ... 6:00 ........................ Eastern .............. Home
12/28 .. 6:00 .....H. Classic/Rock Hill .............. Home
12/29 .. 6:00 ..................... H. Classic .............. Home
1/4 ....... 6:00 ....................... Wellston .............. Home
1/6 ....... 6:00 .................... St. Joseph .............. Home
1/7 ....... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ................Away
1/11 ...... 6:00 ...................... Westerm ................Away
1/14 ..... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley .............. Home
1/18 ..... 6:00 .........................Piketon ................Away
1/21 ..... 6:00 ..............................Clay .............. Home
1/25 ..... 7:00 ..............................East ................Away
1/27 ..... 7:30...................... S. Joseph ................Away
1/28 ..... 6:00 ........................... Green ................Away
2/1 ....... 6:00 .................. West Union .............. Home
2/4....... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ................Away

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

Glenwood Girls Varsity Basketball 
Coach Kayla Wiley is excited to 
get the 2015-16 high school girls 
basketball season underway. Wiley 
will be at the helm for the Lady Tigers 
this year, her first season as the girls 
varsity coach at Glenwood, but does 
bring previous coaching experience 
along with her. She is taking over a 
program that saw itself finish in the 
middle of the pack of last season’s 
Southern Ohio Conference (SOC).

Wiley has a unique group of girls 
that she believes are willing to work 
hard to reach their season goals.

“They’re a bunch of different 
athletes who are willing to come in 
and put the hard work in each and 
every day,” Wiley said. “That’s a 
blessing.”

Wonderful things can be 
accomplished by the Lady Tigers 
according to Wiley. She believes her 
team will have tremendous success 
this season as long as they continue to 
work hard, and are willing to learn.

The Lady Tigers will be led 
by three returning seniors, Eden 
Howard, Cammy Oiler, and Aimee 
Blankenship, who can on any 
given night cause problems for the 
opposition for the Lady Tigers.

“We have Cammy Oiler who can 
shoot and drive, Eden who can shoot 
and drive, and Aimee down low to 
bump and get rebounds for us,” Wiley 
said.

While Glenwood does have an 
absence in juniors on the team, 
the Lady Tigers will use their four 
sophomores to provide additional 
leadership on the team, as well as 
gaining critical varsity minutes.

“We have three or four sophomores 
who will come in and play some 
really big minutes for us,” Wiley said. 
“They’re all leaders out there.”

The offensive production will be 
spread around the entire team this 
year. Wiley says her team is fairly 
even across the board, in regards to 
potential scoring.

“It’s just will depend on the night, 
who comes in and who plays,” Wiley 
said. “It’s definitely going to be a team 
effort. That’s what it is all about here 
at Glenwood, teamwork, and giving 
100 percent.”

Wiley has enjoyed watching just 
how much effort her team puts into 
anything they do. Everyone on the 
team has the potential to breakout 
and be a star, and shine, according to 
Wiley.

Glenwood will have several goals 
for the upcoming season.

“One of the major goals for the girls 
is to prove themselves to others,” 
Wiley said. “Some people who have 
counted them out for the SOC. We’re 
willing to work hard, and will try to 
prove that this year.”

Another goal for the Lady Tigers 
is to make an impressive postseason 
tournament run.

The Lady Tigers have largely a 
young and inexperienced roster, 
however, Wiley is impressed with how 
well they have played in scrimmages 
and practices so far.

“They don’t really play like young 
players,” Wiley said. “They’re a leader 
when they’re out there on the court. 
They do what we need done, and 
they’re coachable kids. The next few 
years looks bright for us.”

Michael Hamilton | PDT

Lady Tigers  
ready to work

GLENWOOD TIGERS

See LADY TIGERS | 29

Having three seniors to help 
mentor those younger players has 
been a major blessing for Wiley, 
especially when player leadership has 
been needed.

“They’ve been here for a while, so 
they know what it takes to be a team, 

The 2015-16 Glenwood Lady Tigers
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GAMPP’S INCORPORATED

(740) 776-2362      (740)776-2382
2229 State Route 140 - Portsmouth, OH

WWW.GAMPPS.COM

“We Service What We Sell”

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
10 ......... Eden Howard ................. 5-6 ................................... SR
15 ......... Cammy Oiler ..................5-7 ................................... SR
0 .......... Aimee Blankenship ....... 5-6 ................................... SR
20 ........ Ali Hamilton ...................5-11 ................................... SO
4 .......... Mariah Buckley...............5-5 ................................... SO
14 ......... Kaylee Stone ..................5-7 ................................... SO
24 ........ Taylor Simon ................. 5-8 ................................... SO
12 ......... Madi Jackson ................. 5-4 ....................................FR
23 ........ Keana Day ......................5-5 ....................................FR
11 ......... Breanna Wiedbrauk ........5-2 ....................................FR
5 .......... Natalie Goddard .............5-3 ....................................FR

Continued improvement will 
be key for the Tigers this season. 
Jenkins was pleased with how 
his team continued to improve 
as the season went on last 
year, and he expects the same 
improvements to continue this 
year.

“I saw a lot of improvement 
from us last year, and so 
obviously now is the time to 
take that next step and be 
even more competitive in the 
SOC,” Jenkins said. “Just to 
push forward, and not only get 
better as a team, but also get 
better individually with our 
fundamentals.”

Jenkins added that he and his 
coaching staff have already seen 
a lot of improvement from their 
Tigers in the preseason, as they 
have put an awful lot of work in, 
to sort of, catch up with the rest 
of the league.

“I think the big thing is having 
some confidence, especially with 
our kids that are seniors and 
juniors,” Jenkins said. “Our kids 

that are juniors right now, when 
they were JV (junior varsity) 
players last year, they won six 
or seven games, so obviously, 
we’re making strides in the right 
direction. Sometimes, it just 
takes a little more time than 
what you were hoping for.”

Right now, the Tigers just 
want to get out on the court, 
and compete with their 
opponents, and compete to win 
ball games.

“We’re trying to show the kids 
there is a great tradition here, 
and they’re a part of it,” Jenkins 
said. “They’re the caretakers of a 
program that is almost 100 years 
old. Obviously I want them to 
feel that when they go out and 
play every night, you know, 
there’s a great meaning to that 
jersey that says ‘Tigers’ across 
their chests. We just want them 
to go out every night and play 
as hard as they could possibly 
play.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

TIGERS, from page 24

and to have team chemistry,” Wiley said. “It’s very important 
having those three seniors out there being positive and just 
helping the younger girls along the way.”

The younger members of the Glenwood Lady Tigers 
Varsity Basketball Team will receive great mentorship from 
the team’s senior leaders. Wiley and her team are amped and 
ready to prove wrong, those who have already dismissed 
them as being contenders for the SOC title.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

LADY TIGERS, from page 28
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Sister’s Dairy Bar
5810 Handing Ave. Sciotoville

776-1111
Home Cooked Meals supporting our 

Hometown Sports 
Good Luck Southern Ohio Teams!

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Grade
3 .......... Zach Garrett ..................G/F ...................... SO
4 .......... Jacob Carver .....................G .......................JR
5 .......... Hunter Lewis .....................G ...................... SR
10 ......... Alex Hughes ..................G/F .......................JR
11 ......... Justin Deerfield ............. F/C .......................JR
12 ......... Rylee Maynard...................G ...................... SO
21 ......... Tanner Kimbler ..................G .......................FR
22 ........ Caden Blizzard ..................G .......................FR
23 ........ Tayte Carver ......................G .......................FR
24 ........ Andy Chavarria ..................G ...................... SR
32 ........ Zach Huffman ...................G .......................FR
33 ........ Aaron Johnson ..................C .......................JR

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

FRANKLIN FURNACE - The 
Green Bobcats will look to rebound 
from a self-described disappointing 
season. Last year, the Bobcats were 
only able to bring home three wins 
on the season. Finishing the season 
at 3-18, the Bobcats will certainly be 
aiming to improve their overall record 
for the 2015-16 season.

Hollar said his team played hard the 
entire year, last year, but just couldn’t 
capitalize on several moments to win 
some more games. At times, it just 
seemed that the Bobcats just couldn’t 
bring everything together as a team to 
pick up more wins.

This year, Hollar wants to keep his 
team in the top five of the Southern 
Ohio Conference (SOC) Division I.

“We know Eastern is going to be 
good, Clay is going to be good, and 
East is going to be good,” Hollar said. 
“After that, it’s kind of anybody’s 
ballgame. We’re wanting to be fourth 
or fifth place, right around there, and 
to battle every single game.”

Green will rely heavily on their two 
seniors, and four juniors to provide 
leadership for the remainder of the 
team.

“We have more sophomores and 
freshmen than we do juniors and 
seniors,” Hollar said. “We’re pretty 
young.”

Hollar’s two seniors, Hunter Lewis, 
and Andy Chavarria have vast varsity 
playing experience, which will be 
critical for the success of the Bobcats 
this season. Lewis is a four year 
varsity player, having dressed for 
varsity since his freshman year, while 
Chavarria will be playing his third 
varsity season.

In addition to his two seniors, 
Hollar said he has a few other players 
who got some varsity experience last 
year, and will be playing their second 

varsity season this year.
“We have some experience up top,” 

Hollar said. “Our two seniors this 
year, just through practices have been 
more vocal. They have taken on the 
leadership role and getting our butts 
in gear for practice. The juniors are 
doing the same thing, and it’s kind of 
getting contagious because the juniors 
came in as sophomores last year, and 
they’re already trying to get vocal. It 
has been really good.”

The Bobcats will have a balanced 
offensive attack this season, as 
Hollar doesn’t expect any one 
particular player to breakout and be a 
commanding point leader.

“We play so good together,” Hollar 
said. “I’m hoping that each person 
chips in about 10 or 15 points a game, 
and that will help us out. It is going to 
be a balanced team.”

Green will have junior Aaron 
Johnson, the team’s center, leading 
the inside attack. Johnson will then be 
surrounded by several good shooters.

“We’re hoping that will work out, 
and the ball will drop for us this year,” 
Hollar said.

There will be two freshmen getting 
significant varsity minutes, Tanner 
Kimbler, a guard, and Tayte Carver, a 
guard as well.

“He (Kimbler) can light it up,” 
Hollar said. “He’s small, but he’s quick 
and doesn’t turn the ball over.”

“Tayte Carver will play some 
varsity off the bench, and he’ll be our 

Michael Hamilton | PDT
The 2015-16 Green Bobcats

Bobcats hoping 
to rebound

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/28 ... 7:30.................. South Gallia ................. Home
12/1 ..... 7:30........................Rock Hill ................. Home
12/4 ..... 7:30.........................Western .................. Away
12/8 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .................. Away
12/11 .... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ................. Home
12/15 ... 7:00 ........................ Minford ................. Home
12/18 ... 7:30.................. Notre Dame .................. Away
12/22 ... 7:00 ..............................Clay .................. Away
12/26 .. 7:30......................... Oak Hill .................. Away
1/2 ....... 6:00 .................... St. Joseph ................. Home
1/8 ....... 7:30......................... Eastern ................. Home
1/12 ..... 7:00 ..............................East .................. Away
1/15 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston .................. Away
1/19 ..... 7:30.........................Western ................. Home
1/22 ..... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley .................. Away
1/26 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ................. Home
1/29 ..... 7:30...............................Clay ................. Home
2/2 ...... 7:30......................... Eastern .................. Away
2/5 ...... 7:30...............................East ................. Home
2/12 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ................. Home

GREEN BOBCATS

See BOBCATS | 35
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By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

FRANKLIN FURNACE - The 
Green Lady Bobcats are determined 
to improve upon last season’s 
disappointments. The underclassmen 
heavy Lady Bobcats will dress six 
freshmen, and a single sophomore 
this season. There will be several 
upperclassmen to provide some team 
leadership for the Lady Bobcats 
though.

The Lady Bobcats finished last 
in the Southern Ohio Conference 
(SOC) last year, and finished 
the season with one win. Green 
lost three players after the end of 
last season, all foreign exchange 
students.

The Lady Bobcats will get another 
dose of international flavor, as Green 
welcomes another foreign exchange 
student into the mix. Nerea Sans 
Ortega will play for the Lady Bobcats 
on her Junior year, while she studies 
abroad. Ortega is a native of Spain.

“We only have three returning 
from last year’s season,” Green 
Lady Bobcat Coach Melissa Knapp 
said. “We’ve picked up a senior who 
moved in, one sophomore, and the 
rest are all freshmen.”

On a more positive note, the 
Green Lady Bobcats are seeing an 
increase in interest for the program.

“We have 12 this year, so we 
have enough to play two quarters 
of JV (junior varsity) and that’s 
not something we’ve had since I 
left,” Knapp said. “We’ve got good 
numbers at the junior high, enough 
for two teams at junior high. We 
also have 17 kids playing peewee 

basketball. We’ve really tried to focus 
on getting into those lower levels, 
and building the program.”

Knapp previously coached the 
Lady Bobcats for seven years, from 
1998-2005. The 2015-16 season will 
be her fourth year back at the helm 
for Green.

When Knapp took her hiatus from 
coaching, Green had a full varsity 
and junior varsity team.

“Cultures change, it has nothing to 
do with the coaches that were here 
previously, it’s just the culture has 
changed, and kids are different now, 
and you have to find different ways 
to get them out,” Knapp said. “I 
feel like we’re tapping into the right 
spots.”

One of the two seniors on the 
team will have been with Knapp 
throughout her entire high school 
career.

740-259-2481

McKinley Funeral Home
Lucasville, Ohio

Serving the area since 1937

60623337

Lady Bobcats rebuilding

Michael Hamilton | PDT
The 2015-16 Green Lady Bobcats

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/19 .... 6:00 ................... Coal Grove ..................Home
11/23 ... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley ..................Home
11/30 ... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ...................Away
12/3 ..... 6:00 ..............................Clay ...................Away
12/7 ..... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ..................Home
12/10 ... 6:00 ..............................East ...................Away
12/12 ... 7:00 ...................Fairview KY ...................Away
12/14 ... 6:00 ................. New Boston ...................Away
12/17 ... 6:00 ........................Western ..................Home
12/28 .. 6:00 ............ St. Patrick’s KY ..................Home
1/7 ....... 7:00 ............ Symmes Valley ...................Away
1/9 ....... 6:00 .......................Rock Hill ..................Home
1/11 ...... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame ..................Home
1/14 ..... 6:00 ..............................Clay ..................Home
1/18 ..... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ...................Away
1/21 ..... 6:00 ..............................East ..................Home
1/23 ..... 6:00 ...................Fairview KY ..................Home
1/28 ..... 6:00 ................. New Boston ..................Home
2/1 ....... 6:00 ..................Rose Hill KY ..................Home
2/4....... 6:00 ........................Western ...................Away
2/8 ...... 6:00 ..................Rose Hill KY ...................Away

GREEN BOBCATS

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
2 .......... Kaylynn Blizzard ............... JR
4 .......... Kerston Sparks .................FR
10 ......... Peytan Gaffney .................FR
11 ......... Leslie Gallion ................... SO
12 ......... Megan Johnson ................FR
21 ......... Ciera Davis .......................SR
23 ........ Adrian Hall ........................SR
25 ........ Nerea Sans Ortega ........... JR
33 ........ Kori Derifield ....................FR
40 ........ Aimie Laber ......................FR
44 ........ Logan Jones .....................FR
50 ........ Katlyn Waddell.................. JR

See LADY BOBCATS | 35
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Lady Tigers hoping for repeat
The 2015-16 Ironton Lady Tigers Submitted photo

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

IRONTON - The defending 
Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) 
Champions, the Ironton Lady 
Tigers will look to reclaim 
last year’s glory and finish the 
season as OVC Champions once 
again. The Lady Tigers, led 
by Varsity Girls Coach Doug 
Graham are on a mission to stay 
atop the OVC, and make a long 
tournament run.

Last season the Lady Tigers 
finished the season with an 
impressive 19-6 record, and 
a nearly perfect season in the 
OVC, finishing 11-1 against 
conference opponents. Ironton 
would advance to the regional 
semi-finals in the girls basketball 
tournament, one of the best 16 
teams in the state.

This year, Graham will only 
have to replace one senior 
from last year’s squad, senior 
guard, Taylor Hannan. Taylor’s 
departure created a void for a 
player with good ball handling 
and shooting abilities. Luckily 
for the Lady Tigers and Graham, 
Taylor’s sister Jordan Hannan 
has taken her spot, and will be 
assisted by D’Laynie Keith.

Additionally providing key 
minutes and void filling roles 
will be Zakia Lee, a 6’ junior 
forward, and Alyssa Lewis, a 
junior guard, who will play a 
significant role in the success of 
the Lady Tigers.

Noted improvements on 
this year’s team is the speed, 
and reaction time of Graham’s 
players.

“We’re getting better, quicker, 
and are quicker to react at 
the things we normally do,” 

Graham said. “Therefore, that 
enables me to add some new 
things, some wrinkles here, and 
some twists here, things of that 
nature.”

Practices have been spot on 
for the Lady Tigers. Graham has 
noticed how his team has been 
focused, and continually striving 
to work harder and harder at 
bettering themselves.

“I’m happy from that aspect of 
it,” Graham said.

The Lady Tigers will be led 
by four seniors, Lexie Barrier, 
Kaylin Easterling, Jordan 
Hannan, and Cheyenne Scott.

“I’ve always believed, and 
I firmly think this, that the 
success you have, in a large 
part, is determined by the 
seniors, and the way they 
approach practice, the way they 
approach travel, and the way 
they approach the locker room, 
and of course the way they play 
the game,” Graham said. “If the 
seniors are focused and locked 
in, then we have a chance to do 
some damage, so the seniors 
will take us as far as we need 
to go.”

Keith had a great summer 
according to Graham.

“I’m expecting great things 
from her,” Graham said.

Lee will provide the Lady 
Tigers some length and some 
athleticism to Ironton.

“I’m excited to see what she 
brings to the table,” Graham 
said.

Lewis is returning after not 
playing last season.

“She’s aggressive, she’s 
strong, and physical, and really 
good on defense,” Graham said. 

Fighting Tigers still building

The 2015-16 Ironton Fighting Tigers Submitted photo

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

IRONTON - The Ironton 
Fighting Tigers have had a 
roller coaster few years with 
their basketball program. After 
making an appearance in the 
state tournament, the Fighting 
Tigers fell on hard times, and 
were only able to get two wins 
on the season. Last year, Ironton 
Basketball Coach Mark LaFon, 
and his Fighting Tigers were 
able to sort of have a rebound 
year. This year will see a mix 
of returning talent to the team, 
along with a sizable batch of fresh 
faces.

Those fresh faces 
include underclassmen and 
upperclassmen alike.

“I feel good about the pieces 
of what we have and what we 
can build on,” LaFon said. “They 
work real hard, and I see a lot 
of good things out of a lot of 
different individuals.”

The Fighting Tigers will have 
to deal with a lack of experience 
on this year’s roster. That lack of 
experience has shown in several 
of the scrimmage games they 
have played this preseason.

“Some of the normal things 
you’d think would be normal 
basketball things, that should 
be happening on the floor, they 
don’t quite get yet,” said LaFon. 
“So, inexperience will kind of be 
our achilles heel, to start out the 
season, but I feel like, personnel 
wise we can play with just about 
anybody.”

There is a lot of competition 
for spots on this year’s Ironton 
Fighting Tigers Varsity Basketball 

Team. Figuring out who will be 
on the final varsity roster has 
been a hassle for the coaching 
staff. The competition level is 
so high, the starting five haven’t 
been officially decided.

“We have so many kids who 
may not be in the picture (right 
now) but they will be three weeks 
from now,” LaFon said. “We have 
good kids. The competition has 
been great in practice. It’s not a 
matter of trying to feel like we’re 
in a situation where we’re going 
to have to find seven, eight, or 
nine kids, it’s which, seven, eight, 
nine it’s going to be.”

The Fighting Tigers will have a 
deep roster this season.

“There’s no doubt about that,” 
LaFon said. “We have more kids 
with a basketball skill set than 
what we had last year. I’m talking 
about a number of kids that can 
put the ball on the floor, our 
shooting on the overall from the 
perimeter will be better.”

Ironton will also be noticeable 
bigger this year as compared to 
last season.

“We can throw all kinds of 
different teams on the floor this 
year, and we’ve done that already,” 
LaFon said. “We can be small 
and quick, and we can put a good 
shooting team on the floor, or we 
can have good size. I mean I can 
put a couple of big guards out 
there.”

There will be a variety of in 
the talent pool for Fighting Tiger 
basketball this season.

“It’s going to take some time to 
figure out how all of that works 
together,” LaFon said.

IRONTON FIGHTING TIGERS

See IRONTON | 33 See IRONTON GIRLS | 33
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/28 ... 7:30.....................Chillicothe .............Home
12/10 ... 7:00 ............Gallia Academy .............. Away
12/14 ... 7:30........................Rock Hill .............. Away
12/17 ... 6:00 ................. Chesapeake .............. Away
12/22 ... 3:15 .............. Paul Blazer KY .............Home
1/11 ...... 7:30.................. Portsmouth .............. Away
1/14 ..... 7:30......................... Fairland .............. Away
1/16 ..... 2:30 ................... Centerville .............Home
1/21 ..... 7:30........................Rock Hill .............Home
1/25 ..... 7;30............... Wheelersburg .............Home
1/28 ..... 6:00 ................. Chesapeake .............Home
1/30 .... 3:30 .........Albany Alexander .............Home
2/1 ....... 6:00 ..................South Point .............. Away
2/6 ...... 12:00 .... Tackett’s Shootout .............Home

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/2 ..... 6:30 ............. Eastmoor Aca. .............Home
12/9 ..... 7:30...........Spring Valley WV .............. Away
12/11 .... 7:30.............. Paul Blazer KY .............. Away
12/15 ... 8:00 ........................ Fairland .............Home
12/18 ... 7:00 ............Gallia Academy .............. Away
12/21 ... 1:30 ..............Ironton Classic .............Home
12/22 ... 1:30 ..............Ironton Classic .............Home
12/28 .. 5:00 ...........Wendy’s Classic ... Portsmouth
1/5 ....... 7:30........................Rock Hill .............. Away
1/8 ....... 7:30.................. Chesapeake .............. Away
1/12 ..... 7:30...................South Point .............Home
1/15 ..... 7:30.................... Coal Grove .............. Away
1/16 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .............. Away
1/19 ..... 8:00 ................. Portsmouth .............Home
1/22 ..... 7:30......................... Fairland .............. Away
1/26 ..... 7:00 ............Gallia Academy .............Home
1/29 ..... 7:30........................Rock Hill .............Home
1/30 .... 5:30 .....Wesley Christian KY .............Home
2/2 ...... 7:45 .................. Portsmouth .............. Away
2/5 ...... 7:30.................. Chesapeake .............Home
2/9 ...... 7:30...................South Point .............. Away
2/12 ..... 7:30.................... Coal Grove .............Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
15 .....Lexie Barrier ............... G ............ 5-11 ........ SR
42 ....Kaylin Easterling .......... F ..............5-7 ........ SR
4 ......Jordan Hannan ........... G ..............5-7 ........ SR
44 ....Cheyenne Scott ........... F ............. 5-9 ........ SR
10 .....D’Laynie Keith ............ G ...........5-09 .........JR
11 .....Zakia Lee ...................... F ............. 6-0 .........JR
24 ....Alyssa Lewis ............... G ............. 5-6 .........JR
2 ......Kara Spencer .............. G ............. 5-6 .........JR
23 ....Sydney Webb .............. G ..............5-7 .........JR
33 ....Katie Boyer .................. F ............5-10 ........ SO
32 ....Kenzie Cremeens ....... G ............. 5-8 ........ SO
21 .....Reece Stager ............... F ............. 5-6 ........ SO
5 ......Lexi Wise ..................... G ............. 5-9 ........ SO
34 ....Sophie Caines .............. F ..............5-7 .........FR
14 .....Shay Cox ..................... G ............. 5-5 .........FR
24 ....Haleigh Rowe ............... F ..............5-7 .........FR
22 ....Haylee Stevens ........... G ............. 5-6 .........FR

BOYS ROSTER
No. Player  Pos. Ht.  Gr.
4 ......Phillip Kratzenberg ..... G  ........... 5-11 .........Sr.
10 .....Travis Carey ............. G-F ...........6-03 .........Sr.
12  ....Ethan Wilson ............... G ........... 6-01 ......... Fr.
21  ....Kevin Davis .................. F ........... 6-02 ......... Jr.
23 ....Marques Davis ............ G ............ 5-11 .........Sr.
32 ....Charlie Large .............. G ...........6-00 ......... Fr.
34 ....Raphael Glover ........ C-F ........... 6-02 ......... Jr.
42 ....Desmond Young ......  C-F ........... 6-02 .........Sr.
44 ....Ryan Bryant ................ G ............. 6-0 ........  Fr.
45 ....Hunter Klaiber ............. F ........... 6-01 .........Sr.
50 ....Tyler Webb .................. C ...........6-06 ......... Jr.

IRONTON FIGHTING TIGERS

LaFon believes his team 
will be able to compete 
with the rest of the 
Ohio Valley Conference, 
especially as the season 
progresses.

“I feel as the season goes 
on, all things being equal, 
I believe our kids will 
be able to compete with 
just about anybody in the 
region,” LaFon said.

Competing will be tough 
for Ironton, as LaFon 
also believes the OVC 
will be one of the most 
competitive conferences 
this year.

“When you look at the 
league, you’re looking at a 
lot of good competition,” 
LaFon said.

LaFon believes there 
are four teams in the 
league that are capable 
of advancing to the final 
four round of the state 
basketball tournament.

“Fairland is very strong, 
athletic, but very young. 
Portsmouth has the man, 
he is the man, no doubt 
about it, he is the man 
amongst boys when he’s 
out there playing around,” 
LaFon said. “Chesapeake, a 
solid tradition, with two of 
the best ball players in the 
region. Like I said, I feel 
as the year goes on, and as 
we get seasoned, we’ll be 
able to compete with those 
teams. The league overall 
is strong.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter 
@MikeHamilton82.

IRONTON, from page 32
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/ ....... 6:00 ........................ Westfall ................................. Home
11/27 ... 2:30 .......Zane Trace Classic .................................. Away
12/4 ..... 7:00 .................. Paint Valley .................................. Away
12/5 ..... 7:30............................Adena .................................. Away
12/11 .... 7:45 ........................... Unioto ................................. Home
12/12 ... 7:30.................... Zane Trace ................................. Home
12/15 ... 7:45 ................Southeastern ................................. Home
12/18 ... 7:30................... Huntington ................................. Home
12/19 ... 7:30.................. Manchester ................................. Home
12/28 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ................................. Home
12/29 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ................................. Home
1/2 ....... 7:30..................... Vinton Co. ................................. Home
1/5 ....... 7:45 ......................... Peebles .................................. Away
1/8 ....... 7:45 ......................... Westfall ................................. Home
1/15 ..... 7:45 ................... Paint Valley ................................. Home
1/16 ..... 7:45 ............................Adena ................................. Home
1/22 ..... 7:30........................... Unioto .................................. Away
1/23 ..... 7:15 .................... Zane Trace .................................. Away
1/26 ..... 7:30................... West Union ................................. Home
1/29 ..... 7:30................Southeastern .................................. Away
2/9 ...... 7:30............................ Valley ................................. Home
2/12 ..... 7:30......................... Westfall .................................. Away

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
1 ........... Alex Blanton ......................G .................5-5 ................FR
2 .......... Travis Veach .......................G ...............5-10 ................JR
3 .......... Brice Odell .........................G ...............5-10 ................JR
4 .......... Steven Zimmerman ..........G ................ 6-0 ................JR
5 .......... Tanner Veach .....................G ................ 5-8 ............... SO
10 ......... Casey Moore .....................G ................5-11 ................JR
11 ......... Scott Lightle ......................G ................ 5-9 ................FR
14 ......... Tim Trawick ....................... F ................ 6-5 ................JR
15 ......... Cody Vulgamore ................ F ................ 6-4 ............... SR
20 ........ Colton Greene ...................G ................. 6-1 ............... SO
22 ........ Jon Hurst ...........................G ................ 6-0 ............... SO
25 ........ Patrick Jenkins .................. F ................. 6-1 ............... SR
30 ........ Baden Fyuller .................... F ...............5-10 ................JR
32 ........ Cameron Chitwood ........... F ................ 6-2 ............... SR

The 2015-16 Piketon RedstreaksMichael Hamilton | PDT

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

PIKETON - The Piketon Lady 
Redstreaks lost a lot of talent 
last season after graduating 
three seniors. In those three 
players, Piketon lost a 1,000 
point scorer, and two players 
who combined for about 100 
three pointers. Those losses left 
a big hole to be filled offensively.

“We have to find out this year, 
as we go through the year, at 
least early on, where we’re going 
to get our offense from,” Lady 
Redstreaks Coach Brett Coreno 
said. “The only way we can do 
it, is collectively, because it’s 
hard to have someone replace, 
and average 20 (points per 
game).”

The Lady Redstreaks will have 
a more balanced offensive attack 
this year, as the team will rely on 
multiple scorers to make double 
digit point totals each night.

Piketon will have several key 
members of last year’s team 
returning this season.

The Lady Redstreaks have 
only one senior on this year’s 
squad, Faith Pack. Pack was an 
honorable mention in the Scioto 
Valley Conference (SVC) last 
season. She averaged six points, 
seven rebounds, and two assists 
each game last year.

Piketon junior Kara Blanton 
will return after a successful 
season that saw her earn third 
team all SVC, and an honorable 
mention for all-district. Blanton 
also led the league in rebounds, 
averaging nine per game. She 
also averaged just under 10 
points per game.

Avery Reuter, a sophomore, 
returns to help the Lady 
Redstreaks on offense. She 
started about halfway through 
last season at point guard, 
and finished in the top five for 
assists in the league. Offensively, 
Reuter averaged four points, two 
rebounds, and four assists each 
game.

The Lady Redstreaks will get 
Summer Travis back from a torn 
ACL from last season. Travis 
went down with the injury in 
the eighth game of the season. 
Coreno believes she will be back 
to full strength this season.

Junior guard Kaylee 
Courtright will also be a 
key returner for this season. 
Courtright came off the bench 
last season, and earned a lot of 
varsity minutes.

Coreno has noticed his squad 
has been playing hard, and like 
each other. He sees that they 
are trying to get better, and are 
wanting to get better in practice.

Everyone on the floor will be a 
threat, according to Coreno.

“They have to all be able to be 
a threat out there when they’re 
out there playing,” Coreno said. 
“They have to be able to at least 
shoot the basketball. If you’re 
just not even a threat, then they 
won’t even guard you in this 
league, and that would make it a 
lot tougher on us.”

There will be a lot of work on 
offense for this team, but Coreno 
thinks they will definitely be able 
to compete.

“It’s going to take a little bit 
of time, but I like this team,” 
Coreno said.

Lady Redstreaks face change

Michael Hamilton | PDT

PIKETON REDSTREAKS

The 2015-16 Lady Redstreaks

See REDSTREAKS | 35
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 10:00 ....Paint Valley Classic ..................................Away
12/1 ..... 6:30 ...........................Adena .................................Home
12/3 ..... 6:30 ...............Southeastern ..................................Away
12/5 ..... 12:00 ............................Clay .................................Home
12/8 ..... 6:30 .......................... Unioto ..................................Away
12/12 ... 6:30 ................... Zane Trace .................................Home
12/16 ... 7:30.....................Northwest ..................................Away
12/17 ... 6:30 .................. Huntington ..................................Away
12/21 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .................................Home
12/22 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .................................Home
1/5 ....... 6:30 ........................ Westfall ..................................Away
1/7 ....... 6:30 .................. Paint Valley .................................Home
1/9 ....... 12:00 ...................... Eastern ..................................Away
1/12 ..... 6:30 ...........................Adena ..................................Away
1/14 ..... 6:30 ...............Southeastern .................................Home
1/18 ..... 6:00 ................. New Boston .................................Home
1/19 ..... 6:30 .......................... Unioto .................................Home
1/23 ..... 6:15 .................... Zane Trace ..................................Away
1/28 ..... 6:30 .................. Huntington .................................Home
2/2 ...... 6:30 ........................ Westfall .................................Home
2/4....... 6:15 ................... Paint Valley ..................................Away
2/6 ...... 7:30.................. Notre Dame .................................Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
21 ......... Faith Pack .......................... F ................ 5-9 ...............SR
13 ......... Kara Blanton ...................... F ................5-11 ............... JR
51 ......... Summer Travis ..................C ................. 6-1 ............... JR
44 ........ Kaylee Courtright ..............G .................5-5 ............... JR
11 ......... Lexi Frasher ....................... F ...............5-10 ...............SO
1 ........... Avery Reuter ......................G .................5-2 ...............SO
22 ........ Cameron Chandler ............ F ................ 5-8 ...............SO
40 ........ Kiley Entler ........................ F ................ 5-9 ...............SO
00 ........ Brianna Odel......................G .................5-7 ............... FR
15 ......... Gracie Lightle ....................G .................5-5 ............... FR
25 ........ Ally Crothers...................... F ................ 5-8 ............... FR

Change is going to be 
everywhere this year.

“Everybody on this team 
has to play a different 
role, nobody is playing 
the same role they did last 
year,” Coreno said. “That’s 
something I’ve never had 
before. Do I think they can 
do it, yes, but we just don’t 
know when that is going to 
happen. If they keep working 
the way they have been, it 
will definitely happen. They 
work too hard not to.”

Six of the 11 Lady 
Redstreaks are newcomers, 
or are coming off an injury 
from last season. More than 
half the team will have to 

figure out their own bearings 
out there, before Piketon will 
fully be able to mesh.

This season, Coreno and 
his assistant coach Ruthie 
Dorkoff realize they will need 
to remain patient, as each 
player learns their new roles 
for this season.

“Teams take their own 
course in how they do 
things,” Coreno said. “We’ll 
just have to find out. As a 
coach, if I push that, then I’ll 
push them farther away from 
gelling. There’s youth and 
there’s some experience. It’ll 
be interesting.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

REDSTREAKS, from page 34

defensive stopper,” Hollar said. 
“However, he can shoot, he can 
get in the lane.”

The younger members of 
the Bobcat varsity team have 
had great success on the junior 
varsity level.

“That team, I think they 
may have lost two games 
since they’ve been together,” 
Hollar said. “My JV coaches 
have been their coaches all the 
way up through, so they know 
those guys, they like me, and 
they’ve bought into my system. 
Honestly, the past two weeks 
of practice have been great, 

They’re just getting after it, and 
playing hard. Hopefully that 
continues throughout the year.”

Practices have shown a vast 
improvement from last year. 
Hollar and his staff have noticed 
there have been far fewer 
turnovers, and not as many 
stupid mistakes.

“They’re sticking to what 
they’re good at, and that’s the 
key,” Hollar said. “If they know 
their role, and stick to their 
role, we’re going to win some 
ballgames.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

The team will rely heavily 
on the three returning Lady 
Bobcats, Ciera Davis, a senior, 
Kaylynn Blizzard, a junior, and 
Leslie Gallion, a sophomore. 
Bizzard was the leading scoring 
threat for the Lady Bobcats last 
season.

“They are our leaders 
obviously,” Knapp said.

The other senior on the team, 
Adrian Hall is returning to 
basketball for the first time since 
eighth grade.

“You can tell she has played, 
you know, she’s played some 
pickup ball,” Knapp said. “She 
fits right into that core group. 
She is one that will come in and 
get the keys to open up the gym. 
She’s really proven herself as a 
leader.”

Knapp said her team is 
constantly improving, and 
that improvement is evident 
every day. Some of the younger 
members of the team are still 
trying to figure out game speed 
for the varsity level, which 
Knapp expected.

“You’re going to have those 

issues for those who have never 
played varsity before,” Knapp 
said. “A lot of programs get 
to come in and play their JV 
minutes as freshmen, and you 
may have one that moves up, but 
my point guard is a freshman. 
I’m throwing them into varsity, 
but they are responding well.”

Even with the positive 
response from her team, Knapp 
said there is still a long way to 
go, because they are so young.

“Our goal is to come out every 
night and play hard,” Knapp 
said. “We set statistical goals 
and stuff, like we’d like to limit 
teams to 40 points per game, 
limit our turnovers, but overall, 
we just want to get better every 
time we step on the floor.”

Knapp is stressing a team 
effort for this season.

“Everything we do, we do 
as a team unit,” Knapp said. 
“That’s something I haven’t 
stressed enough, over the last 
three years. It’s going to pay off. 
I really believe that.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

LADY BOBCATS, from page 31

BOBCATS, from page 30

“She can also score.”
Junior guard Sydney Webb will 

be another key element of the 
Lady Tigers.

“The thing I like about her 
so far this preseason, is she’s 
being more aggressive, and more 
physical on the offensive end,” 
Graham said. “Defensively, she’s 
getting better.”

Sophomore Lexi Wise has 
improved from every aspect of her 
game. Wise played both spring 
and summer ball, and is one of 

those kids that loves the game.
“She’s just going to get better 

and better,” Graham said. “Her 
progression from her freshmen 
year, in March, to her sophomore 
year in November, has been a big 
difference.”

As far as team goals, Graham 
would love to see his team take 
the OVC again this year, and 
ideally be playing for a state title 
in Columbus, at the end of the 
year.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, 
ext 1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82.

IRONTON GIRLS, from page 32
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Regina Kelley
Owner-Operator

6110 Gallia street - scotoville, oH 45662
www.luvnailsandHairdayspa.com

740-776-7076 60623343

WHEELERSBURG

EUTON
REAL ESTATE, INC

CHARLES

Call us at 740-574-2519

Serving Ohio with Experience and Integrity.

Looking to 
sell or buy?

60623353

Robyn MarshBob Marsh

The 2015-16 Eastern Eagles Submitted photo

By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

BEAVER - The Eastern Eagles 
welcome Hall of Fame Coach Tom 
Barrick to the fold this season. 
Barrick was the Head Coach of the 
Wheelersburg Pirates for years and 
now brings his talents to Beaver, Ohio. 
Barrick hopes to use his coaching 
ability to propel a very good Eastern 
program which is usually found at the 
top of the SOC 1 each year.

“When I left my previous job I had no 
intention to coach again,” said Barrick. 
“The first year that I set out I really 
missed the practices. I went to games, 
talked to coaches, but I really missed 
being in the gym and being around 
the kids. I was given an opportunity 
to volunteer at East and I enjoyed it 
tremendously. It put that itch in me 
again to coach. So when I had the 
chance to come to Eastern it was a 
combination of really missing a chance 
to be with kids and being able to take 
over a great program at Eastern.”

“They’ve had enormous success here. 
They’ve had outstanding individual 
players and you can tell basketball 
is very important to the community. 
I have enjoyed the last three to 
four months of working with them 
immensely. I feel honored to be here.”

Eastern lost SOC I Player of the Year 
Josh Thacker, but returns another all 
district player in junior Ethan Leist. 

Coach Barrick doesn’t have a starting 
lineup as of yet, but points out a few 
impact players.

“We lost a kid because of football who 
probably was going to be our starting 
center. And Josh Thacker is gone, 
too. But Juniors Ethan Liefe and Clay 
Martin are going to be big this year. 
Ethan was our second leading scorer 
last year and he’s going to be our main 
threat this year. We really like senior 
Ben Hesson, too. Besides that we have 
Tyler Hale who is a 6’3’’ Junior whom 
we expect big things from as well as a 
good freshman class we hope to develop 
over time.”

Clay won the SOC 1 last year, edging 
out both Eastern and Western for the 
title. Coach Barrick looks to them first, 
as the main threat in the league.

“The SOC I is going to be a very 
good league this year. Clay is league 
champions and are returning a bunch 
of players. This is a great league for the 
fans. And we aren’t going to upset the 
apple cart this year, the previous staff 
had a lot of great things in place which 
we just want to tweak. We aren’t going 
to make a bunch of wholesale changes.”

“Right now the thing people can 
expect is for our kids to play hard,” 
said Barrick. “We are solid defensively, 
getting better every single day. 
Offensively the big thing is that we 
aren’t consistent yet but that comes 
with reps. We are excited and looking 
forward to the start of the season.”

Eastern welcomes Coach Barrick

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
3 .......... Evan Leist .......................5-7 ..................FR
5 .......... Tyler Hale ........................6-3 .................. JR
10 ......... Quentin Alley .................5-11 .................. JR
15 ......... Ethan Montgomery .......5-11 ..................SR
20 ........ Ben Hesson ...................5-11 ..................SR
22 ........ Ethan Leist ..................... 6-0 .................. JR
23 ........ Clay Martin .................... 6-0 .................. JR
33 ........ Owen Strong .................. 6-0 .................. JR
42 ........ Ethan Green....................6-3 .................. JR
44 ........ Willis Wells .....................5-11 ..................SR
54 ........ Gabe Gambill ................. 6-4 ................. SO

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/27 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ..............Away
12/1 ..... 7:30........................ Wellston ..............Away
12/4 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ............ Home
12/8 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ............ Home
12/11 .... 7:00 ..............................Clay ..............Away
12/18 ... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ............ Home
12/28 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ......... Waverly
12/29 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ......... Waverly
1/2 ....... 7:30......................... Peebles ..............Away
1/5 ....... 6:30 .................. Huntington ..............Away
1/8 ....... 7:30............................ Green ..............Away
1/12 ..... 7:30.........................Western ............ Home
1/15 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ..............Away
1/19 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ..............Away
1/22 ..... 7:30...............................Clay ............ Home
1/26 ..... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley ..............Away
1/29 ..... 7:30...............................East ............ Home
1/30 .... 7:30................ North Adams ............ Home
2/2 ...... 7:30............................ Green ............ Home
2/5 ...... 7:30.........................Western ..............Away
2/12 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ............ Home

EASTERN EAGLES

“They’ve had enormous  
success here. They’ve had 

outstanding individual players 
and you can tell basketball is very 

important to the community.”
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The 2015-2016 Eastern Lady Eagles.
Photo submitted

Eastern looks to develop
By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

BEAVER - The Eastern Eagles Girls 
Basketball team finished last season 
second in the SOC 1, playing against 
Notre Dame in the championship 
game. They bring back first team all-
district player Carson Roney but will 
also feature eight freshman on the 
roster this season.

“It ought to be a joy coaching the 
eight freshman and two sophomores,” 
Head Coach Darren King joked. “Of 
course we also have two really good 
seniors this year in Carson and Anna 
Staker. But, I’m tickled to death to 
have 12 girls on the roster, to have 
this many.”

“This year we are going to try to 
be competitive. When you have an 
athlete like Carson there’s always a 
chance you’ll be in the game. I think 
we will really surprise some people. 
These girls are all quick learners 
and good listeners. I told them this 
summer that we were going to take 
some lumps and bruises but that’s 
just part of being a freshman, part of 
being a young team.”

In addition to the two seniors and 
eight freshman, Eastern also has two 
other returning sophomores that 
played varsity minutes last year.

“I haven’t set the starting lineup 
in stone yet,” admitted Coach King. 
“But obviously we will have Carson 
and Anna, both our returning 
sophomores Breanna Greene and 
Cassidy Fremont, and we are going 
to have the fill the last spot with 
a freshman. The last starter will 
probably be Olivia Hatfield at the 
point guard spot. I just want them to 
compete and develop this year. I want 
to get them ready for their junior and 
senior years and hopefully we can put 
together a really strong team.”

The Eagles lost to the Notre Dame 
Titans for the SOC 1 title. Coach 

King predicts that Notre Dame will 
be one of the teams on top again this 
year, but also says the SOC 1 is great 
league full of competition this year.

“Notre Dame are the front runner 
until someone beats them. They 
are solid. New Boston will be good, 
they have a transfer from West who’s 
great. Western is an opponent who 
always gives us great games. I think 
our league is just really solid. I also 
look at our non-league schedule. We 
play some really good teams: North 
Adams, Minford and Piketon.”

Coach King wants his girls to take 
something away from him: always do 
your best. If you know Mr. King you 
know he usually has a smile on his 
face and he laughs often. He takes 
this same demeanor as coach.

“As a coach I try to make this fun. 
Everyone always says you have to 
work. I am a firm believer that you 
have to have fun with your kids. I 
don’t like saying work because they 
aren’t getting paid. You have to push 
yourself to be the best you can be, not 
only on the court but in life. If these 
girls can take that away from me then 
I’ve done my job. I love coaching 
these girls.”

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/23 ... 6:00 ..............................Clay .....................Away
11/30 ... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley ................... Home
12/7 ..... 6:00 ........................... Green .....................Away
12/10 ... 6:00 ........................Western ................... Home
12/12 ... 1:00 .......................Southern .....................Away
12/14 ... 7:30.................. Notre Dame .....................Away
12/17 ... 6:00 ................. New Boston .....................Away
12/21 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .................Piketon
12/22 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .................Piketon
1/4 ....... 6:00 ........................ Minford ................... Home
1/7 ....... 6:00 ..............................Clay ................... Home
1/9 ....... 12:00 .......................Piketon ................... Home
1/11 ...... 7:00 ............ Symmes Valley .....................Away
1/14 ..... 6:00 ..............................East ................... Home
1/16 ..... 3:15 .....................NA Classic ....... North Adams
1/18 ..... 6:00 ........................... Green ................... Home
1/21 ..... 6:00 ........................Western .....................Away
1/25 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest .....................Away
1/28 ..... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame ................... Home
2/4....... 6:00 ................. New Boston ................... Home
2/6 ...... 12:00 ................. Zane Trace ................... Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
4 .......... Olivia Hatfield ................................. FR
11 ......... Leah Compton ................................ FR
12 ......... Anna Staker .................................... SR
13 ......... Morgan Legg................................... FR
15 ......... Jenny Dearth .................................. FR
20 ........ Montana Stein ................................ FR
22 ........ Kirstiana McDaniel ......................... FR
23 ........ Cassidy Fremont ............................SO
25 ........ Maddy Southworth ........................ FR
30 ........ Mahaley Woods .............................. FR
31 ......... Carson Roney ................................. SR
35 ........ Breanna Greene .............................SO

EASTERN EAGLES

“I think we will really surprise some people. 
These girls are all quick learners and good listeners. 
I told them this summer that we were going to take 

some lumps and bruises but that’s just part of  
being a freshman, part of being a young team.”
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740-289-4404
3581 Jasper Rd. Piketon

www.colesfurniturestore.com

FREE DELIVERY!

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9-6  

Sat. 9-4

60
62

30
49

Drive a little, Save a lot!

UNION MILLS CONFECTIONERY
LET’S GO WEST!

HOURS: TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10:00-5:00, SATURDAY 9:00-NOON

(740) 858-4633
1120 GALENA PIKE, WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO

“YOUR HOMETOWN BAKERY & CANDY SHOPPE”

60233984 60
62

33
32

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 10:00 .......... Paint V. Classic ..................... Paint Valley
11/23 ... 6:00 ..............................East .............................. Home
11/24 ... 7:30................... Huntington .............................. Home
11/30 ... 6:00 ................. New Boston ............................... Away
12/2 ..... 7:00 .................. West Union ............................... Away
12/3 ..... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame .............................. Home
12/7 ..... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley .............................. Home
12/10 ... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ............................... Away
12/12 ... 6:00 ........................ Peebles ............................... Away
12/14 ... 6:00 ..............................Clay .............................. Home
12/17 ... 6:00 ........................... Green ............................... Away
12/21 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ............................Piketon
12/22 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ............................Piketon
1/9 ....... 6:00 .................. Paint Valley .............................. Home
1/11 ...... 6:00 ................. New Boston .............................. Home
1/14 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ............................... Away
1/18 ..... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ............................... Away
1/21 ..... 6:00 ........................ Eastern .............................. Home
1/28 ..... 6:00 ..............................Clay ............................... Away
2/1 ....... 7:30................ North Adams ............................... Away
2/4....... 6:00 ........................... Green .............................. Home

Derrick Parker | PDT
The 2015-2016 Western Lady Indians

Lady Indians look to turn the corner
By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

The Western Indians Girls 
Basketball team came out last 
season and smoked the first part 
of their conference schedule going 
8-0. Then they hit a wall around 
the holiday season, ending about 
midway down the ladder within 
the conference. Head coach 
Tiffany Carrol hopes to reclaim 
that fire the Indians had burning 
early last season.

“I’m ok with being under the 
radar this year in the conference,” 
Carrol admitted. “Last year we had 
ourselves in a position to win the 
league, but we lost some games 
and took ourselves out of the 
mix. It left a bad taste in the girls’ 
mouths. I think they are confident 
that they can compete with anyone 
in our league and if we have the 
right mindset going in we can do 
anything. We have real potential 
here.”

The Indians have four seniors 
returning, two juniors, one 
sophomore, and six freshman 
coming into the fold. They lost 
two seniors from last year, Chrissy 
Woods and Haley Knauff who 
were both big contributors to 
the team’s success. With a mix 
of veterans and such an influx of 
freshman Coach Carrol expects to 
be competitive for a long time.

“I expect improvement from last 
year,” Coach Carrol stressed. “I 
think a lot of people probably don’t 
think so, though, because we lost 
a 6’4’’ senior in Chrissy Woods. 
That’s a big loss obviously because 
you can’t replace what she gives 
you inside. I always told her you 
can’t teach height. We will have to 
be a little bit different this year, we 
are going to have to play faster.

“Junior Kaylee Shepard started 

coming on pretty strong towards 
the end of the season. I’m hoping 
she is going to fill the void in the 
middle for us. Kylie Tong came in 
and played from the guard spot, 
too. We have junior CC Shanks 
who was our leading scorer last 
year coming back. Seniors Erin 
Brewster and Mallorie Williams 
are going to have big years for us 
as well. They know this is their 
last opportunity to do it. On top 
of that we have an outstanding 
freshman in Sylvia Evans who is 
going to see significant time for 
us. She’s the best ball handler 
on the team besides Erin, she’s 
confident, tough and she’s going to 
help us a lot I think.”

Carrol praised the girls’ work 
ethic, and noted that the league is 
going to be a tight race all the way 
around in the SOC this year.

“There are some teams people 
think are going to be at the top, 
like Notre Dame. But our seniors 
know this is it. If they are going 
to win the title now is the time. I 
would love to see them do it. They 
deserve it. They are great kids and 
they work so hard.”

WESTERN INDIANS
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The 2015-2016 Western Indians

Western hopes to build a foundation
By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

Second year head coach Kyle 
Miller and the Western Indians 
look to continue their success 
from last year and build their own 
perennial basketball tradition. 
Last season they shocked the 
conference, going 11-3 in league 
play and faced off against the 
Clay Panthers in the SOC 1 
championship game. They lost 
that game, but Coach Miller was 
very pleased at his team’s effort 
and resilience all year.

“Last year we did a lot of 
improving as the season went 
on,” Miller said. “I believe a lot 
of people had us ranked about 
6th in the league, not unlike what 
I’ve been hearing this year. I’m 
fine with flying under the radar, 
but I want to wear the target. 
We worked and improved and 
we played against Clay for the 
title. We took a right step for our 
program thanks to the seniors 
who we lost last year. They left a 
legacy that we want to continue 
for our program. Hopefully in the 
next few years we will have the 
target on our backs that some of 
these other teams have. A target 
means that you are winning 
basketball games and that people 
respect you, that you are doing 
the right things. Until then it’s 
all what you earn, how you can 
improve.”

Western returns four seniors, 
two juniors, have a transferring 
sophomore from Piketon, and 
welcome three new freshman to 
the team. In addition to those 
10 players, Miller has two more 
spots open, which a handful of 
other players are auditioning for.

“We bring back our four seniors 
who all have varsity experience 
from last year,” said Miller. “Zach 
Herman and Dylan Stevens 
were starters last year for us. 
Adam Smithson was crucial off 
the bench. I’ve had them all for 
three years now and have always 
demanded a lot from them. Junior 
Bryce Brewster was our leading 
scorer last year so he will carry a 
lot of the load offensively. Bryce 
is mature beyond his years and 
we will depend on him heavily. 
Robert Lykins is returning and he 
will have to provide us a scoring 

punch. Tanner Perdue moved in 
from Piketon and he is mentally 
tough, able to create his own 
shot and can play four different 
positions.

“Our three freshman are Lane 
Brewster, Ethan Dunn and Alex 
Humphrey. They are facing a big 
curve because of the speed and 
physicality of the game. We are 
still trying to fill out what their 
roles will be but it’s ultimately 
up to them. They will play 
themselves in and out of roles 
as the season goes on. It just 
depends on who I can trust to 
get a basket, make a stop or set 
a screen. I’m excited to see their 
progress.”

Miller has a simple expectation 
for his team: play defense. While 
not every kid has the same 
offensive skillset, he asks that 
everyone give effort, discipline, 
and have communication 
defensively. Doing so will lead 
to success. He wants his kids to 
come together first and foremost.

“Where we finish doesn’t 
matter. I want these guys to come 
together as a unit, as a family and 
care for one another. They have 
to show discipline, respect the 
game and if they do that there’s 
no reason we couldn’t get as far as 
we did last year.”

Miller realizes that the SOC is 
going to be a tough conference 
this year. He sees four other 
teams competing heavily for 
the conference title, with the 
champion Clay at the top of the 

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
12/4 ..... 7:30............................ Green ............................. Home
12/8 ..... 7:30..................... White Oak ............................. Home
12/11 .... 7:30...............................East ............................. Home
12/12 ... 8:00 ........................ Peebles ...............................Away
12/15 ... 7:30.................. Manchester ...............................Away
12/18 ... 7:30.................. New Boston ...............................Away
12/28 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .......................... Waverly
12/29 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .......................... Waverly
1/5 ....... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ............................. Home
1/8 ....... 7:30............. Symmes Valley ............................. Home
1/9 ....... 7:45 ................... Paint Valley ............................. Home
1/12 ..... 7:30......................... Eastern ...............................Away
1/15 ..... 7:30...............................Clay ............................. Home
1/16 ..... 11:45 ...................NA Classic ..................North Adams
1/19 ..... 7:30............................ Green ...............................Away
1/26 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ............................. Home
1/29 ..... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ...............................Away
2/2 ...... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley ...............................Away
2/5 ...... 7:30......................... Eastern ............................. Home
2/6 ...... 7:30................ North Adams ............................. Home
2/12 ..... 7:00 ..............................Clay ...............................Away

WESTERN INDIANS

list as a team with a big target 
on its back.

“Clay won the 
championship so it’s theirs to 
defend. They return a great 
group of juniors. Eastern is 
a basketball factory, not to 
mention they hired a hall of 
fame coach in Barrick. East 
brings back some kids and 
has a great freshman coming 
in, and Notre Dame’s junior 
close is spectacular. Word is 

that this is the most balanced 
the SOC has been in quite 
some time. It’ll be a fun year. 
Nothing is going to be given, 
anything can happen. We all 
play sports to compete and 
you don’t want anything to 
come easy. You want to earn 
everything. It’s going to be 
one of those years where you 
check your phone and you 
may find a surprise every 
night. I look forward to it.”
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/19 .... 5:30 ..............................Clay .................... Away
12/4 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ................... Home
12/5 ..... 7:30................ North Adams .................... Away
12/11 .... 7:30..............South Webster ................... Home
12/12 ... 7:30..........Albany Alexander .................... Away
12/15 ... 7:00 ........................... Green .................... Away
12/18 ... 7:30.....................Northwest .................... Away
12/22 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ................... Home
12/23 ... 7:30.........................Jackson .................... Away
12/28... 5:00 ...........Wendy’s Classic ......... Portsmouth
1/8 ....... 7:30.............................. West .................... Away
1/9 ....... 12:00 ............... Chesapeake .................... Away
1/12 ..... 7:30..........................Oak Hill .................... Away
1/15 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ................... Home
1/19 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly .................... Away
1/22 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .................... Away
1/23 ..... 7:30.......................... Warren ................... Home
1/26 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest ................... Home
1/29 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .................... Away
2/2 ...... 7:30.............................. West ................... Home
2/5 ...... 7:30..........................Oak Hill ................... Home
2/9 ...... 7:30................... Huntington ................... Home
2/12 ..... 7:30............................ Valley .................... Away

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Ht. Grade
1 .......Kelton Kelley ....................G ............ 6-0 ............FR
2 ......Breydan Tilley ..................G ............ 6-0 ........... SO
5 ......Tyler McCormick .............G .............6-1 ............JR
11 .....Simon Thoroughman ...... F .............6-1 ............JR
14 .....Brandon Rowe .................G .............6-1 ........... SR
21 .....Noah Grey ........................G ........... 5-11 ........... SO
22 ....Jacob Perry ......................G ............ 5-9 ........... SR
23 ....Matthew Gullett ...............G ...........5-10 ............JR
24 ....Cameron Dalton ..........G/F ............ 6-4 ............FR
30 ....Dillon Shepherd ...........G/F ........... 5-11 ............JR
31 .....Tyler Compton ................. F ........... 5-11 ............JR
33 ....Trey Kelley ........................ F ............ 6-4 ........... SR
44 ....Jared Alley ....................... F ............ 6-3 ........... SR

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

MINFORD - The Mighty Minford 
Falcons will enter the 2015-16 boys 
basketball season with an agenda. The 
defending Southern Ohio Conference 
(SOC) Division II Champions, will 
not only be aiming to repeat this 
season, but will also look to make 
a deeper tournament run once the 
postseason begins at the end of the 
regular season.

The Falcons ended up losing in 
the district tournament to Warren 
High School. Last year, Minford 
was an Ohio High School Athletic 
Association’s (OHSAA) Division II 
team. This year, due to enrollment 
numbers falling slightly, the Might 
Minford Falcons will return as an 
OHSAA Division III team, according 
to Minford Head Basketball Coach 
Josh Shoemaker.

It will take a lot of work for the 
Falcons to repeat as SOC champs, 
and to make a deep tournament run. 
Minford lost several key players last 
year, one of which started 80 varsity 
games.

“Right now, we’re dealing with 
a couple preseason injuries,” 
Shoemaker said. “We’re trying to mix 
in some youth, so right now we just 
need to keep playing hard every day, 
and continue to get better by the time 
December fourth rolls around.”

The Falcons will have the luxury 
of having four seniors on the varsity 
team this year, Brandon Rowe, Jacob 
Perry, Trey Kelley, and Jared Alley. 
The four seniors will provide the team 
with an extended knowledge of the 
varsity game, and key tournament 
experience. Three of the four seniors 
have played varsity ball since their 
freshman year.

“They’ve won a lot of basketball 
games,” Shoemaker said. “They want 
to have that capstone where they 
finish their career out on a high note.”

Rowe is a returning all district 
player for the Falcons, and has been 
all league his entire varsity career. 
Kelley is another returning all district 
player. Alley has started the last two 
seasons for Minford, while Perry will 
continue to provide key leadership for 
the team this year.

Senior leadership has already had 
an impact on the Falcons this year.

“I think it’s really showing in 
practice right now,” Shoemaker said. 
“There’s a learning curve, and they’re 

helping the freshmen and sophomores 
who are making that transition into 
varsity basketball. They’re providing 
a good work ethic and just good 
leadership everyday.”

The work the seniors have put in 
with the younger members of the 
Minford varsity team is making those 
players better overall.

“They’re very patient with them,” 
Shoemaker said. “That’s going to be 
key, because there’s going to be some 
growing pains early on.”

The Falcons have two players who 
are currently injured as the season 
opener draws near. Dillon Shepherd, a 
junior, started every game last season 
as a sophomore. Alley, a 6’3” forward, 
will be coming back from his injury in 
the next few weeks.

“There are some young kids who 
are stepping up and have to play a 
role early,” Shoemaker said. “We’ll 
move on from there.”

Like other varsity coaches in the 
SOC II, Shoemaker believes the 
league will be extremely competitive 
this season.

“I think on any given night, 
anyone could beat anybody really,” 
Shoemaker said. “Every year in high 
school basketball, you know, you lose 
kids to graduating class, or kids don’t 
play, or kids are injured, so it’s hard to 
pick every year.”

Minford will dress five juniors, two 
sophomores, and two freshmen in 
addition to their seniors.

Shoemaker will be assisted by 
Kyle Copley, Ben Richard, and Butch 
Kelley.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 
1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82.

Michael Hamilton | PDT
The 2015-16 Mighty Minford Falcons

Minford’s experience will be key
MINFORD FALCONS



2015 W
IN

TER SPO
RTS       Portsm

outh Daily Tim
es      41

Rapp's Repair Shop
Lawnmowers & Chainsaws *Sales and Service

Oldest Stihl Dealer in the US

Hours M-F 8:15-5  Sat. 9-1 Main St. Beaver, Oh 45613

740-226-4781 • 1-800-686-4781
60603455

The 2015-16 Minford Lady Falcons Michael Hamilton | PDT

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

MINFORD - The Minford 
Lady Falcons are prepared to 
focus on their strengths as they 
look forward to a successful 
2015-16 basketball season. Lady 
Falcons Basketball Coach Scott 
Caudill hopes his team will take 
all they learned from last year 
and implement it on the court 
this year, while continuously 
improving throughout the 
season.

Last year, the lady Falcons 
finished the season about 
midway in the Southern Ohio 
Conference (SOC) rankings.

“We were really young,” said 
Caudill, who took over the 
coaching position this year.

“This is my first year as the 
head coach and I’m excited 
about the opportunity,” said 
Caudill. “The girls are buying in 
and having a lot of fun.”

Caudill said his team has put 
in an extraordinary amount 
of work over the offseason to 
improve their skills.

“We’ve had a really successful 
summer,” said Caudill. “We’re 
really building (a competitive 
team).”

While the Lady Falcons are 
building a competitive team, 
Caudill said this year is not a 
rebuilding year.

“These girls all want to win 
and win now,” said Caudill. 
“Since the day I was hired, 
the main thing Sarah (Davis), 
Darren (Shepherd) and I wanted 
to focus on was their confidence 
and energy. As a staff we really 
believe in these girls and their 
athleticism and their ability to 
win as a team.”

Davis, and Shepherd will be 
assisting Caudill this season, as 
they coach the lady Falcons on 
to what they believe will be a 
very successful season.

“We’ve got the athletes to win 
a lot of games,” said Caudill. 
“Our coaching staff doesn’t want 
to come in and over coach. We 
want to take things slow and 
make sure we are doing the 
small things correctly, and they 
are.”

Caudill believes every player 
on the team has something 
unique to offer this season, and 

all have potential in breaking 
out.

“We have (Erin) Daniels who 
is without question, one of the 
best players in a large area,” said 
Caudill. “She does everything 
very well.”

Daniels is far from the only 
threat the lady Falcons possess 
this season.

“We also have great senior 
leadership with Ali Hammond 
and Emma Shepherd,” said 
Caudill. “I couldn’t be happier 
with the examples both of these 
seniors have been every night in 
practice.”

Abby Grasso and Mary Pica 
will provide additional senior 
leadership for the lady Falcons, 
as well as be given opportunities 
to have breakout nights.

“Throw (Marissa) Risner, 
Grasso, Pica, and freshmen 
(Caitlyn) Puckett and (Ashley) 
Blankenship in there and any of 
those girls are capable of having 
a big night any night,” added 
Caudill.

When asked about season 
goals for his team, Caudill 
commented, saying he was 
keeping his team’s goals in the 
locker room.

“I don’t want to downplay to 
the media ,what our staff really 
think these girls can do,” said 
Caudill. “We are improving 
every single practice, and we are 
looking forward to the start of 
the season.”

The entire coaching staff 
has been impressed by the 
hard work, dedication, and 
determination the team has 
shown so far.

“Our energy is high every 
practice,” said Caudill. “The 
girls want to win right away.”

Winning is what the coaching 
staff believes this team will have 
every opportunity to do, but it 
will be tough, as the SOC will 
be extremely competitive, like it 
was last season.

The lady Falcons have a 
deep bench, which will help 
keep fresh legs on the court 
throughout the game.

“We have depth, we have 
about eight players that we can 
play at any time,” said Caudill. 
“We do have a deep bench, and 
the girls are working hard to 
continue to earn a spot.”

Lady Falcons bank on strengths

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 .... 5:30 ..............................Clay ......................................Home
11/20 ... 4:45 ......Paint Valley Classic .......................................Away
11/23 ... 7:30..............South Webster ......................................Home
11/30 ... 7:30.....................Northwest .......................................Away
12/3 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ......................................Home
12/7 ..... 7:30.............................. West .......................................Away
12/10 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .......................................Away
12/12 ... 12:00 ........ L.Rocket Classic ..................................Wellston
12/14 ... 7:30............................ Valley ......................................Home
12/16 ... 7:30.........................Jackson ......................................Home
12/17 ... 7:30......................... Waverly .......................................Away
12/28 .. 6:00 .........G.Holiday Classic ............................New Boston
12/29 .. 6:00 .........G.Holiday Classic ............................New Boston
1/4 ....... 6:00 ........................ Eastern .......................................Away
1/7 ....... 7:30..............South Webster .......................................Away
1/11 ...... 7:30.....................Northwest ......................................Home
1/14 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .......................................Away
1/18 ..... 7:30.............................. West ......................................Home
1/20 .... 7:30..................... Vinton Co. ......................................Home
1/21 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ......................................Home
1/28 ..... 7:15 ............................ Valley .......................................Away
2/4....... 7:30......................... Waverly ......................................Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
20 ... Ali Hammond ................. SR
24 ... Emma Shepherd ........... SR
30 ... Abby Grasso .................. SR
25 ... Mary Pica ....................... SR
10 .... Erin Daniels ................... SO

No. Name Grade
11 .... Marissa Risner ............... SO
41 .... Zoe Doll .......................... SO
31 .... Marissa Watters............. SO
21 .... Lyndee Willis .................. SO
50 ... Ashley Blankenship ........FR
4 ..... Caitlyn Puckett ...............FR
44 ... Hannah Thacker .............FR

MINFORD FALCONS

Caudill said this year’s team 
will be very guard oriented, and 
that designation will give his 
players the best opportunity 
to compete and improve 
throughout the season.

“With this system, I think 
you’re going to see a lot of kids 

really pick up their style of 
play,” said Caudill. “We’re ready 
to play, and everyday we’re 
progressing.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.
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Panthers ready to defend title

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

ROSEMOUNT - The 
Clay Panthers are ready to 
defend their Southern Ohio 
Conference (SOC) Division I 
Championship, as they prepare 
for the 2015-16 basketball 
season. Clay will return several 
of the team’s top scorers from 
last year, providing the team 
with invaluable experience.

“We had a good group of 
senior boys that were really 
good leaders for the team,” 
said Clay Head Basketball 
Coach Adam Betten. “They 
were really good leaders for 
the team, and they had been 
with me since they were 
sophomores, and worked their 
way through.”

Despite the loss of such 
strong senior leadership last 
year, Betten believes this year’s 
team has all the necessary 
components to not only 
compete in the SOC, but will 
also be successful.

“We lost a lot of leadership 
last year, but we did get our 
three leading scorers back,” 
said Bretten. “They’re juniors 
now, so they’ve had a year 
under their belt to come back 
to, and some more sophomores 
have stepped up to juniors 
this year, so we’ve got a pretty 
junior loaded team this year.”

The Panthers will suit up 
nine boys on their varsity team 
this year, and of those nine, 
seven are juniors.

“Our expectations are high, 
we expect a lot out of them,” 
said Betten. “They will have 

to get better each and every 
game.”

Getting better is something 
Betten has already seen his 
team do from this past summer 
and on through to the team’s 
practices leading up to the 
beginning of the season.

“We played a lot of 
games this summer,” said 
Bretten. “We played quite 
a few scrimmages, tough 
challenges.”

Jordan Collier is the team’s 
lone senior this year.

“Jordan is our hustle guy,” 
said Betten. “He gets on the 
floor, and is all over the place, 
after loose balls, plays defense, 
plays in the gaps. He does a 
great job at that.”

Betten will be returning for 
his fourth year as the Panthers 
head varsity coach. He was 
an assistant with the Clay 
basketball program before 
taking over. In all, he has 
about nine years experience 
with the school’s varsity 
basketball program.

“I’ve come up with these 
guys,” said Betten. “Some 
of these guys played for me 
as freshmen and now they’re 
juniors and they’re coming 
through.”

There will be several key 
players for the Panthers this 
season, according to Betten.

“Our three leading scorers 
are coming back from last year, 
Cole Gilliland, Cameron King, 
and Nate Hinze,” said Betten.

Additionally, Anthony 
Williams, Brody Riffe, Drew 

By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

ROSEMOUNT - The Clay 
Lady Panthers will rely on 
consistent effort from their 
exceptionally young team in 
the 2015-16 basketball season. 
Lady Panthers Head Basketball 
Coach Scott Cayton says his 
kids are ready to show the 
rest of the Southern Ohio 
Conference (SOC) just how 
talented they are.

“We’re really young this 
year,” Cayton said. “I’ve got 14 
kids, three sophomores, and 11 
freshmen.”

The Lady Panthers will 
compete this season with no 
upperclassmen on the roster, 
and will rely on the team’s 
three sophomores for team 
leadership.

“We graduated some really 
good seniors last year,” 
Cayton said. “I’m just looking 
for consistency of effort, 
consistency of focus, and 
execution. With youth, a lot of 
it is about consistency.”

Clay has several goals set for 
the season at this point, and 
will add further goals as the 
season progresses. One of the 
team’s goals is the obvious, to 
win as many games as possible, 
but Cayton will push team 
goals over individual goals this 
season.

“My goals are all team 
focused,” Cayton said. “Mainly 
I’m interested in taking care 
of the basketball, and realizing 
and valuing the basketball.”

With 32 years experience, 

and 18 years of coaching 
varsity basketball, Cayton has 
kept his young team busy, 
in an attempt to get them as 
much playing experience as 
possible before the official 
start of the season. The 
busy offseason schedule will 
give the young team a much 
needed realization of just how 
fast paced and physical the 
varsity game is, compared to 
junior high, and junior varsity 
basketball.

Experience is a rarity, and 
what experience the Clay Lady 
Panthers have is even more 
valuable. Unfortunately for 
Clay, one of their returning 
sophomores will miss the bulk 
of the season due to having 
shoulder surgery.

“I’ve got two good 
sophomore leaders playing, but 
the other sophomore has been 
to all the practices, and has 
been a great leader,” Cayton 
said. “Usually sophomores 
aren’t the ones you depend 
on for leadership, but they’re 
going to be asked to step up 
and do some things this year. 
I think we’re in pretty great 
hands.”

The Lady Panthers will not 
only look drastically different 
in terms of new players on the 
court, but will also have a more 
balanced offensive attack, as 
compared to last season.

“We have a team where, in 
all honesty, I’ve got probably 
eight different girls capable of 
leading us in scoring on any 

Young Lady Panthers are ready
The 2015-16 Clay Lady Panthers Michael Hamilton | PDT

CLAY PANTHERS
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Curtis Herdman, Owner
FREE ESTIMATES!

 
Earning your Respect 

1 block at a time!

* Sidewalks * Patios * Decks * Gazebos 
* Retaining Walls * Ponds & Water Features 
* Plants & Mulch * Trimming Shrubs & Trees 
* Fences * Outdoor Kitchens & Living Areas 

* Fire Pits * Concrete

www.allensauctions.com  •  Call 740.820.2725  •  SR 139, Minford, Ohio

We Support Our Local Teams. Have a Wonderful Season!
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 .... 5:30 ............................. West ..............Home
11/19 .... 5:30 ........................ Minford ..............Home
11/28 ... 7:00 ....................Northwest ..............Home
12/4 ..... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley ...............Away
12/5 ..... 7:30...................South Point ...............Away
12/11 .... 7:00 ........................ Eastern ..............Home
12/12 ... 7:00 ................. Manchester ...............Away
12/18 ... 7:30...............................East ...............Away
12/22 ... 7:00 ........................... Green ..............Home
12/29 .. 7:00 .................. Huntington ..............Home
1/5 ....... 7:30..................... St. Joseph ........... Ironton
1/8 ....... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ...............Away
1/12 ..... 7:00 ................. New Boston ..............Home
1/15 ..... 7:30.........................Western ...............Away
1/19 ..... 7:00 ............ Symmes Valley ..............Home
1/22 ..... 7:30......................... Eastern ...............Away
1/26 ..... 7:00 ..............................East ..............Home
1/29 ..... 7:30............................ Green ...............Away
1/30 .... 7:30..............South Webster ...............Away
2/2 ...... 7:00 ................. Notre Dame ..............Home
2/5 ...... 7:30.................. New Boston ...............Away
2/6 ...... 7:00 .................... St. Joseph ..............Home
2/12 ..... 7:00 ........................Western ..............Home

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Pos. Ht. Gr.
3 .... Madison Nigh ...........G ... 5-2 ..... FR
4 .... Hunnter Adams ........ F ....5-7 .....SO
5 .... LaCyra Craig .............G ... 5-4 ..... FR
10 ... Lila Brown .................G ... 5-5 ..... FR
12 ... Cam Delotell .............G ... 5-6 ..... FR
13 ... Sophia Balestra ........ F ... 5-6 ..... FR

No. Name Pos. Ht. Gr.
15 ... Regan Osborn ...........G ... 5-5 .....SO
20 .. Hannah Oliver ........... F ... 5-8 ..... FR
21 ... Jensen Warnock .......G ... 5-8 ..... FR
22 .. Elisa Collins ..............G ... 5-5 ..... FR
23 .. Skylar Artis ...............G ... 5-4 ..... FR
30 .. Sydney Osborn .........G ... 5-5 .....SO
32 .. Hannah Pauley ......... F ... 5-6 ..... FR
33 .. Haylynn Pauley ......... F ... 5-6 ..... FR

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 ........... Jordan Collier ........................SR
3 .......... Caleb Cline ........................... SO
5 .......... Brody Riffe ............................. JR
10 ......... Cole Gilliland ......................... JR

No. Name Grade
11 ......... Drew Hadsell ......................... JR
15 ......... Cameron King ....................... JR
24 ........ Anthony Williams .................. JR
30 ........ Jared Meade .......................... JR
33 ........ Nate Hinze ............................. JR

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/17 .... 5:30 ........................ Minford ............... Away
11/21 .... 12:00 ............. North Adams .............. Home
11/23 ... 6:00 ........................ Eastern .............. Home
11/30 ... 6:00 ..............................East ............... Away
12/3 ..... 6:00 ........................... Green .............. Home
12/5 ..... 12:00 .......................Piketon ............... Away
12/10 ... 6:00 ................. New Boston .............. Home
12/12 ... 12:00 ............... Notre Dame ............... Away
12/14 ... 6:00 ........................Western ............... Away
12/17 ... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley .............. Home
12/21 ... 6:00 ........................... Valley ............... Away
12/30 .. 6:00 .............South Webster .............. Home
1/4 ....... 6:00 ........................ Waverly ............... Away
1/7 ....... 6:00 ........................ Eastern ............... Away
1/9 ....... 12:00 ................ Huntington ............... Away
1/11 ...... 6:00 ..............................East .............. Home
1/14 ..... 6:00 ........................... Green ............... Away
1/18 ..... 6:00 ................. Notre Dame .............. Home
1/21 ..... 6:00 ................. New Boston ............... Away
1/25 ..... 6:00 ...............Southeastern .............. Home
1/28 ..... 6:00 ........................Western .............. Home
2/1 ....... 6:00 ....................Northwest ............... Away
2/4....... 6:00 ............ Symmes Valley ............... Away

CLAY PANTHERS

given night,” Cayton said. “It’s just 
about the execution, sharing the ball, 
getting the ball to the right person, and 
taking the open, good shot. It could be 
anyone of eight.”

The multiple scoring threat will make 
the Lady Panthers more difficult to 
guard, which Cayton believes will be a 
strong part of his team’s success this 
season.

While Clay will have a deep offensive 
threat with up to eight potential leading 
scorers, the Lady Panthers will have 
an even deeper threat on the defensive 
side of the ball.

“We go 10 or 11 deep defensively,” 
Cayton said.

Not having to rely on a single scorer 
or key defender will make the Lady 
Panthers stronger in the long run, one 
of Cayton’s goals for the team.

“This year, I think we will be harder 
to guard because you can’t focus on 
one person,” Cayton said. “But again, 
that depends on us executing, doing 
the little things, setting good screens, 

cutting hard, and making good passes, 
the things all coaches work on and try 
to emphasize.”

Cayton has seen a lot of impressive 
things from his very young, yet eager to 
improve team. The team’s willingness 
to learn as well as their attentiveness 
will undoubtedly help them improve 
their skills as the year goes on.

“Right now the consistency of effort 
is not there, but again, with youth 
you have to expect that,” Cayton said. 
“They want to be good, and I think 
they are willing to put in the time to be 
good.”

The Lady Panthers had a great 
summer. Cayton said he had great 
attendance for summer workouts.

“They were working hard to get 
better, whether in the weightroom, 
or on the court,” Cayton said. “I 
think mainly, right now, it is just their 
attitude, their desire to get better, the 
unselfishness, are things we’re going to 
have to lean on this year.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-353-3101, ext 
1931 or on Twitter @MikeHamilton82

LADY PANTHERS, from page 42
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By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

OAK HILL - Goals never 
change at Oak Hill, as they 
continuously strive to be 
competitive and to succeed both 
on and off the court. This year 
will be no different, as Head 
Coach Norm Persin will lead his 
Oaks onward for another season 
of Oak Hill basketball.

The 38-year coaching veteran, 
Persin is ready to help his team 
improve upon last year’s season, 
which saw the Oaks finish with a 
14-8 record.

“We were third in the 
conference at 8-6,” Persin said. 
“We want to be competitive, 
that’s number one. As long as you 
are competitive in every game 
you play, good things are going to 
come around.”

Persin realizes the Oaks 
will win some games, as well 
as lose some games, but he 
believes as long as his team stays 
competitive, then they have a 
great opportunity to have another 
successful season of Oak Hill 
basketball.

“We want to make sure that 
we’re going to be competitive in 
the league, because it is going to 
be a great league again,” Persin 
said. “We’re going to want to try 
to make a tournament run. Our 
goals never change, every year.”

The Oaks lost two important 
seniors last season, but will 
have two juniors from last year 
returning this year as seniors.

“They were a huge loss for 
us, but at the same point and 
time, we have two seniors that 
are back,” Persin said. “Our 

two seniors (Cody) Swann and 
(Dennis) Fleming, they’ve got 
to step up and it’s just got to be 
a consistency level from them. 
They just have to be consistent.”

Swann and Fleming will be a 
vital part of the Oaks this season. 
They will be expected to play 
each and every game, because 
the Oaks will be starting three 
sophomores.

“When you’re starting three 
sophomores on the varsity level, 
you’ve got to have good stability 
with your older kids,” Persin 
said. “However those guys pan 
out, that’s going to be important 
to us. We’ve got to go from 
there.”

The Oaks will have some 
nice size on the varsity team. 
Two varsity players stand at 
6’5”, Fleming, and junior, Ethan 
Kallner. After that, the Oaks are 
pretty guard heavy, resembling 
past Oak Hill teams.

Right now, there isn’t a single 
breakout star on the Oaks. 
Persin said it is still too early to 
see who, if anyone, might be a 
unilateral threat, or if the team 
will have a more balanced attack.

“We’ve got some kids who can 
shoot the basketball,” Persin said. 
“We have three or four perimeter 
kids who can shoot it, and now 
we need to make sure we can get 
some post presence. If we get 
some post presence that opens up 
the perimeter a lot more for us.”

The Oaks will be solid on 
defense this season. Again, 
Persin will be expecting 
consistent play from all members 
of the team on defense.

The 2015-16 Oak Hill Oaks Michael Hamilton | PDT

Oaks hope to stay competitive
By Michael Hamilton
mhamilton@civitasmedia.com

OAK HILL - After the loss 
of four seniors last season, 
Oak Hill Lady Oaks Basketball 
Coach Doug Hale, and his 
squad will be featuring a youth 
movement for the 2015-16 
season. All four seniors were 
starters last season, so this 
year’s Lady Oaks will have 
a much different look to it, 
compared to last season.

“We’re a youth movement 
here,” Hale said. “There’s a lot 
of new faces.”

The Lady Oaks finished 
third in the Southern Ohio 
Conference (SOC) last 
season, just behind the South 
Webster Lady Jeeps, and the 
Wheelersburg Lady Pirates. 
Their final record was 13-9.

For now, the Lady Oaks 
are focused on improvement. 
Hale is pushing his girls to 
get better on a daily basis. He 
wants them to continue to 
work hard, and stay focused on 
the task at hand.

“We’re not at the level, 
at this point in the season, 
where we’re ready to take 
on the upper echelon level 
of teams in our conference,” 
Hale said. “Hopefully, with 
the way our kids have been 
working and concentrating 
on getting better, by the end 
of the season we can be very 
competitive with all the teams 
we face, conference and non-
conference.”

Oak Hill is very similar to a 
trend in the area, a lot of new 
young players entering the 
varsity game without a lot of 
experience. Hale understands 
the differences between last 
year’s team, and this year’s 
team, and is not worried about 

having such a young team.
“We’ve had young players 

before, and young teams 
before,” Hale said. “We just 
haven’t had a mix of so many 
at one time in the last several 
years, but our goal currently, is 
to continue to get better each 
and every day, and each and 
every week, so we can make a 
strong push at the end of the 
season.”

The Lady Oaks have put 
a lot of work, more so than 
usual, on the basics, and 
terminology for the younger 
members of the team that 
are coming in and aren’t 
familiar with the varsity level. 
Commitment to practice times 
and conditioning has also been 
addressed by the Lady Oaks 
coaching staff.

“It has been a challenge, but 
it’s not anything we haven’t 
done before,” Hale said. “We’re 
just looking at taking it step-
by-step, to rebuild our young 
group here early in the year, 
and get stronger.”

The Oaks aren’t without 
any senior leadership this year 
however, as Kassidy Wright, 
the lone senior on the varsity 
squad has stepped up to help 
lead her team.

Wright is supported by a 
group of five juniors, Brianna 
Blanton, Bethany Blanton, 
Shae Hammond, Camrie Blair, 
and Carlee Dempsey.

The rest of the Lady Oaks 
will be made up of four 
sophomores, and six freshmen.

Dempsey had the most 
playing time on the varsity 
team last year, according to 
Hale.

“She was the first girl off 
the bench in the post area last 

The 2015-16 Oak Hill Lady Oaks Michael Hamilton | PDT

Youth movement in Oak Hill
OAK HILL OAKS

See LADY OAKS | 45See OAKS | #X
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BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Ht. Gr.
3 ........ Christian Ramsey ..............5-10 .............. JR
5 ........ Cole Hanning ......................5-11 ..............SO
10 ....... Wes Mullett .........................5-11 .............. JR
11 ....... Landon Carroll ....................5-11 ..............SO
13 ....... Mitchell Hale ....................... 6-0 ..............SO
15 ....... Troy Moore .........................5-10 .............. JR
23 ...... Nolan Carroll ....................... 6-1 ..............SO
24 ...... Ethan Kallner ...................... 6-5 .............. JR
32 ...... Cody Swann ........................ 6-0 .............. SR
50 ...... Dennis Fleming ................... 6-5 .............. SR

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Ht  Gr.
3 ........ Josie Bond .......................... 5-9 .............. FR
5 ........ Bailey Ward ..........................5-7 ..............SO
10 ....... Brianna Blanton ................. 5-6 .............. JR
11 ....... Kassidy Wright.....................5-5 .............. SR
13 ....... Morgan Hubbard .................5-5 ..............SO
14 ....... Ashtan Morrison ................. 5-6 ..............SO
15 ....... Kendall Hammond ............. 5-8 .............. FR
20 ...... Macy Mullet ..........................20 .............. FR
21 ....... Bethany Blanton................. 5-6 .............. JR
22 ...... Kasey Riley ......................... 5-9 .............. FR
23 ...... Rileigh Swingle ..................5-10 ..............SO
24 ...... Shae Hammond ................. 5-8 .............. JR
32 ...... Camrie Blair.........................5-7 .............. JR
33 ...... Kristen Eick .........................5-7 .............. FR
40 ...... Xena Bunton ....................... 5-8 .............. FR
00 ...... Carlee Dempsey .................5-11 .............. JR

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 10:00 ................. Coal Grove .................Home
11/24 ... 6:00 ............Gallia Academy ..................Away
11/27 ... 7:30......................... Eastern .................Home
12/4 ..... 7:30..............South Webster ..................Away
12/8 ..... 7:15 ............. Symmes Valley ..................Away
12/11 .... 7:30.....................Northwest .................Home
12/12 ... 4:30 .................. River Valley .....Rio Grande U
12/18 ... 7:30......................... Waverly .................Home
12/22 ... 7:30............................ Valley ..................Away
12/26 .. 7:30............................ Green .................Home
12/29 .. 7:30........................Rock Hill .................Home
1/2 ....... 6:30 .........Albany Alexander ..................Away
1/5 ....... 7:30........................ Wellston ..................Away
1/8 ....... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ..................Away
1/12 ..... 7:30......................... Minford .................Home
1/15 ..... 7:30.............................. West ..................Away
1/16 ..... 8:45 ....................NA Classic .....North Adams
1/19 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .................Home
1/22 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest ..................Away
1/26 ..... 7:30......................... Waverly ..................Away
1/29 ..... 7:30............................ Valley .................Home
2/2 ...... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .................Home
2/5 ...... 7:30......................... Minford ..................Away
2/12 ..... 7:30.............................. West .................Home

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/23 ... 7:30.....................Northwest ............. Home
11/24 ... 6:00 ............Gallia Academy ...............Away
11/30 ... 7:30......................... Waverly ............. Home
12/3 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ...............Away
12/5 ..... 11:00 ................ Portsmouth ............. Home
12/7 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ...............Away
12/10 ... 7:30......................... Minford ............. Home
12/12 ... 12:00 ...... L.Rockets Classic ......... Wellston
12/14 ... 7:30.............................. West ...............Away
12/17 ... 7:30..............South Webster ............. Home
12/21 ... 7:30.................... Coal Grove ............. Home
12/28 .. 7:30.....................Logan Elm ............. Home
12/30 .. 7:30.................. Notre Dame ............. Home
1/2 ....... 3:30 .........Albany Alexandar ...............Away
1/4 ....... 7:30................... River Valley ...............Away
1/7 ....... 7:30.....................Northwest ...............Away
1/11 ...... 7:30......................... Waverly ...............Away
1/14 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ............. Home
1/18 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ............. Home
1/21 ..... 7:30......................... Minford ...............Away
1/23 ..... 2:30 ....................... Wellston ...............Away
1/28 ..... 7:30.............................. West ............. Home
2/4....... 7:30..............South Webster ...............Away

OAK HILL OAKS

year,” Hale said. “She 
has worked real hard 
all summer and has 
really improved her 
game.”

Wright will be 
returning to be a 
perimeter threat for 
Oak Hill this year.

“She’s got some 
playing time under her 
belt from last year,” 
Hale said.

Hale does expect 
at least one freshman 
on the team that will 
receive a lot of playing 
time.

Building the team’s 
confidence, and 
making them believe 
they can handle the 
task that has been 
set in front of them 
will be essential for a 
successful Lady Oaks 
basketball season.

“We have been 
working on getting 
them ready to play 
at this level,” Hale 
said. “Building 
their confidence in 
themselves will be a 
great help.”

Hale, who is in 
his 38th year as an 
educator, has 35 
years of basketball 
coaching experience. 
He previously coached 
boys basketball for 11 
years, also at Oak Hill.

Reach Michael Hamilton at 
740-353-3101, ext 1931 or on 
Twitter @MikeHamilton82.

LADY OAKS, from 44

Minford Kwik Stop
Open 24 Hours

Notary Public  •  Gas  •  Food  •  Tanning Beds
Video Rental  •  Hunting & Fishing license

Deer & Turkey Check Station  •  Guns & Ammo
 

8420 ST. RT. 335
Minford, Ohio

(740) 820-4600
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BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/28 ... 7:30.........................Jackson ................... Away
12/4 ..... 7:30......................... Minford ................... Away
12/5 ..... 8:00 .................. Lynch. Clay ..................Home
12/11 .... 7:30.............................. West ..................Home
12/12 ... 6:00 ......Buckeye Showcase ........ Washington
12/18 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ................... Away
12/22 ... 7:30..............South Webster ................... Away
12/28 .. 8:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ..................Home
12/29 .. 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic ..................Home
1/5 ....... 7:30....................... Hillsboro ..................Home
1/8 ....... 7:30.....................Northwest ..................Home
1/12 ..... 7:30............................ Valley ................... Away
1/15 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ..................Home
1/16 ..... 1:30 .....................NA Classic ......North Adams
1/19 ..... 7:30......................... Minford ..................Home
1/22 ..... 7:30.............................. West ................... Away
1/26 ..... 7:30......................... Oak Hill ..................Home
1/29 ..... 7:30..............South Webster ..................Home
1/30 .... 7:30...................South Point ..................Home
2/2 ...... 7:30.....................Northwest ................... Away
2/5 ...... 7:30............................ Valley ..................Home
2/12 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg ................... Away

Photo submitted
The 2015-2016 Waverly Tigers

Waverly Tigers expect to continue upswing
By Julie Billings
Pike County News Watchman Sports Editor

Following a strong finish to their 
2014-15 season, the Waverly Tigers 
plan to ride that wave of momentum.

Record-wise, the Tigers finished 
at 8-17 overall last year and 3-11 in 
Southern Ohio Conference Division 
II play. Two of those victories came in 
the sectional tournament as the Tigers 
knocked off two higher-seed teams 
to get to the district tournament at 
Ohio University’s Convocation Center. 
In the Division III district semifinal 
round, Waverly suffered a close 44-38 
loss to Wheelersburg.

Waverly lost just one starter 
to graduation in Dakota Garrett. 
Everyone else returns to the team. 
This year’s lineup consists of three 
seniors in Mason Chapman, Joe 
Henderson and Jake Henderson. 
Juniors Cade Marquez, Trey Rigsby 
and Tariq Gilbert all logged minutes 
as sophomores and will be expected to 
carry some of the load this year. They 
will be joined by sophomores Ethan 
Adrian, Bailey Pennington, Clayton 
Howell and Gunnar Robinson.

“Last year we were able to make a 
little run in the tournament. These 
guys got to taste what it was like and 
what needs to be done,” said Waverly 
coach Travis Robertson. “I expect to 
have a good season this year, since we 
are returning everyone. I feel like we 
are ahead of the curve at this point. 
Since we have everyone back, they 
understand what is expected of them.”

Robertson expects his three seniors 
to provide the leadership.

“They have been here for four years. 
We are looking to them for leadership 
on and off the floor. Mason has played 
for me for three years, while Jake and 
Joe have played on and off for me for 
four years,” said Robertson. “Those 
guys are the ones who are going to 
have to lead us. I think they are ready 
for that role.”

Along with the three seniors, 
Marquez is the other returning 
starter.

“Cade had a great year for us last 
year. He’s usually guarding the other 
team’s best offensive player. This year 
we are going to have to have him do 
that again. He is also going to have 
to rebound and score some for us this 
year. His scoring needs to increase for 
us to be successful,” said Robertson

“We will be a solid eight deep. We’re 

going to try and play a little faster. 
In the last few years, we’ve struggled 
to score. We want to try to push the 
tempo and get easy opportunities in 
transition.”

Gilbert and Rigsby also saw 
significant playing time last year and 
will be expected to contribute.

“We love Tariq. He bangs, rebounds 
and does the dirty work under the 
basket. He never complains,” said 
Robertson.

“Trey Rigsby probably has the 
largest upside of anyone we have in 
our program. He is long, he can run 
the floor, he can score and rebound. 
Trey can do anything he wants to. He 
has a good jump ball. He just needs to 
gain some confidence.”

The sophomore class will be called 
upon as well.

“Ethan and Bailey will get quality 
minutes. Gunnar can score in the 
post. We just need to get him a better 
understanding of what we want from 
him,” said Robertson. “Clayton is 
a smart kid who knows where he 
should be and everyone else should 
be on the floor. He just has to adjust 
to the speed of the game and the 
physicality.”

Robertson hopes his Tigers can 
contend for the SOC II title, but needs 
them to keep their eyes on the prize in 
order to have a chance.

“Our league is going to be tough 

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name
23 ........................................................Jake Henderson
0 ............................................................Clayton Howell
1 ............................................................ Joe Henderson
10 ............................................................Cade Marquez
3 ............................................................... Ethan Adrian
20 ...................................................... Mason Chapman
13 .................................................................Trey Rigsby
2 .......................................................Bailey Pennington
34 ......................................................Gunnar Robinson
30 .............................................................. Tariq Gilbert

WAVERLY TIGERS
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 12:15 .................. Zane Trace .............. Away
11/23 ... 7:30.............................. West .............Home
11/30 ... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .............. Away
12/2 ..... 7:30.................. Portsmouth .............. Away
12/3 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .............. Away
12/7 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest .............Home
12/10 ... 7:30............................ Valley .............. Away
12/12 ... 12:00 ..................... Wellston .............. Away
12/14 ... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .............Home
12/17 ... 7:30......................... Minford .............Home
12/21 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .......... Piketon
12/22 ... 6:00 ........... Pike Co. Classic .......... Piketon
1/4 ....... 6:00 ..............................Clay .............Home
1/7 ....... 7:30.............................. West .............. Away
1/9 ....... 1:30 ................Southeastern .............Home
1/11 ...... 7:30......................... Oak Hill .............Home
1/14 ..... 7:30..............South Webster .............Home
1/18 ..... 7:30.....................Northwest .............. Away
1/21 ..... 7:30............................ Valley .............Home
1/28 ..... 7:30............... Wheelersburg .............. Away
2/3 ...... 7:30.................. Portsmouth .............Home
2/4....... 7:30......................... Minford .............. Away

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Height Grade
00 ...... Hannah McAllister ...............5-5 .............. JR
1 ......... Kami Knight ........................ 5-9 .............. FR
2 ........ Kiara Smith ......................... 5-6 ..............SO
3 ........ Kilee Perdue ....................... 5-8 .............. SR
10 ....... Mariah Burton .....................5-7 .............. JR
12 ....... Jordan Prall ........................ 5-6 .............. SR
23 ...... Morgan Wiseman.................5-5 ..............SO
24 ...... Laken Smith ....................... 6-0 .............. JR
32 ...... Dawndra Newland ..............5-11 .............. SR
33 ...... Brittany Green .................... 5-9 .............. SR
34 ...... Rose Remington ..................5-7 .............. SR
35 ...... Madison Elliott .................... 5-8 .............. JR

By Julie Billings
Pike County News Watchman Sports Editor

One season ago, the Waverly Lady 
Tigers constantly battled through many 
close games.

With all starters and their first two 
substitutes off the bench returning to 
the court this year, they plan to take 
that next step.

Waverly ended the 2014-15 season 
with an overall record of 6-18. The 
Lady Tigers also wrapped up Southern 
Ohio Conference Division II play at 
2-12. At the end of that season, Waverly 
coach John Bonifield said he had high 
expectations for his team this year. 
That time is now.

“We are looking forward to building 
on what we did last year. We hope to 
get off to a good start and build some 
momentum,” said Bonifield.

“During our practices, we’ve been 
harping on getting off to a good start 
in games. We are in that grind like 
everyone else. We’re tired of beating 
up on each other. We are ready to play 
games.”

Senior Jordan Prall returns as the 
point guard. Seniors Kilee Perdue and 
Rose Remington also return as starting 
guards, along with senior Brittany 
Green at forward and junior Laken 
Smith at center.

Smith was Honorable Mention All-
Ohio last season as a sophomore and 
has scored 569 points so far in her 
career. Smith led the Lady Tigers in 
points, rebounds and blocks last year, 
while fighting off double- and triple-
teams at times.

“Laken is coming back as our leader 
with 15 points points and 10 rebounds 
per game. We are hoping that she can 
take that next step. She will be our 
focal point on offense and defense,” 
said Bonifield. “We have other players 
who can step up and help take some of 
that load in Brittany, Kilee, Rose and 
Jordan.”

During Waverly’s tournament run 

last year, Remington picked up her 
scoring. Bonifield hopes to see her 
scoring more this season.

“We really need Rose to continue to 
play with that high energy. She focused 
more on defense but at the end of the 
year, she realized that she could beat 
people off the dribble and get to the 
basket,” said Bonifield. “We definitely 
need that from Rose. She gets our team 
going. When she brings the intensity, it 
encourages our whole team to play like 
that.”

There are plenty of capable athletes 
behind the five starters.

The first two guards off the 
bench will be sophomore Morgan 
Wiseman, who logged many minutes 
as a freshman, and junior Hannah 
McAllister, who joined the varsity 
roster late last season and contributed 
in the sectional tournament. Senior 
Dawndra Newland will be called upon 
to play in the post when needed.

Rounding out the varsity roster are 
juniors Madison Elliott and Mariah 
Burton, along with sophomore Kiara 
Smith and freshman Kami Knight. 
Elliott is returning from a knee injury.

It has been a long time since the 
Lady Tigers have been at the top of the 
conference standings. Bonifield hopes 
that will change this season.

“We’ve been seventh or eighth in 
the past. I want us to set our goals 
high. Let’s be at the top of the league. 
If we get in the right mindset, there’s 
no reason why we shouldn’t be in the 
conversation (for the title),” he said. 
“We have many players with multi-year 
experience. We’ve been through it. Now 
we need to take the next step to turn 
this whole program around.”

Bonfield has challenged the senior 
class.

“The seniors were on the team that 
went 1-22 as freshmen. I want them to 
go the other direction with that. We 
need to flip the script around,” said 
Bonifield. “We are excited and ready to 
play.”

Waverly Lady Tigers aiming high
The 2015-2016 Waverly Lady Tigers Photo submitted

WAVERLY TIGERS

this year like always,” said Robertson. “It will 
be one of those years when we could beat 
anybody, but if we aren’t focused and prepared, 
we can get beat by anyone as well.”

Robertson wants his team to have a great 
year for another reason.

“It is a special year. This would have been 
Beau Szoke’s senior year. His dad, Allan, still 
coaches with us,” said Robertson. “Beau is 
supposed to be here with us.”

Szoke passed away following an automobile 
accident early in his freshman year.

“A good year would be very meaningful to 
Beau’s family, the school and the community. 
The community support has been huge. It is 
hard to believe it has been that long.”

WAVERLY, from page 46
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The 2015-2016 Symmes Valley Vikings Photo submitted

Looking for improvement

By Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com

WILLOW WOOD — Maybe 
the Symmes Valley Vikings will 
have to learn to play with boxing 
gloves.

Fourth-year head coach Donnie 
Saunders said depth at every 
position is creating quite a battle 
for playing time among his team.

“We’ve got some depth his 
year at every position. We’ve got 
somebody fighting for a position. 
We’ve got some battles going on,” 
said Saunders.

While Saunders doesn’t expect 
anyone trying to imitate Floyd 
Mayweather or Manny Pacquiao, 
he does expect the battles to help 
improve on his team’s 4-19 record 
last season.

Saunders also thinks having 
three starters and a mature roster 
will be another asset.

“We have some men. The 
last eight to 12 months they’ve 
matured. We could be 11 deep 
so I see no reason why we can’t 
compete,” said Saunders.

“Everyone knows what’s going 
on automatically and it has made 
everything just kick in. We have 
no problem working hard in the 
weight room.”

The three returning starters are 
senior Payton Hayes at the point 
guard, senior Collin Webb at the 
shooting guard and senior Shawn 
Belville at the wing.

“Those are three returning 
starters. We’re hoping Hayes is 
gets back to 100 percent. He has 
been limited in practice,” said 
Saunders.

The leading candidates for 
the other two starting spots are 
senior Jared Shepherd and junior 
Levi Cade or 6-foot-5 junior 
Forrest Humphrey. Saunders 
is also expecting to get a lot 
of playing time from Chayden 
Renfroe and Hunter Adams.

“Jared Shepherd got a lot 
of playing time when he was 
healthy. He wasn’t healthy last 
year, so we’re hoping he’s ready 
to go,” said Saunders. “Belville, 
Shepherd, Cade and Hayes should 
give us some rebounders.

“Chayden Renfroe is a three. 
Levi Cade at the five played last 
year. Hunter Adams is fighting 
for some time. Forrest Humphrey 
should be in the four position 
with Shepherd. He’s a big boy and 
when he pins up and we’ve been 
able to get him the ball we can do 
some things with him.”

Another addition this season is 
senior Derrek Smith who did not 
play last season but brings some 
offense to the ring.

“Derrek Smith has not missed 
very many shots if he takes a 
good shot. He’s left-handed with 
a nice touch on the ball. We’re 
tickled to have him out,” said 
Saunders.

While the Vikings appear to 
have several offensive options, 
Saunders remains committed to 
defense and he said the players 
are doing a better job this season.

“We’re moving our feet. We’re 
going to look at the man defense 
first and we’ll adjust from there. 
We’ve got all the zones covered 
if we have to use them,” said the 
Vikings’ coach.

Although Saunders sees 
Portsmouth Clay as the favorite 
to repeat as Southern Ohio 
Conference champions, he said it 
isn’t a lock.

“The league from top to 
bottom is the strongest it’s been 
for awhile,” said Saunders.

“This is my fourth year and 
Clay won it last year with a 
bunch of sophomores who will be 
juniors. Eastern should be loaded. 
East had a couple of sophomores 
who will be juniors. We should be 
able to compete. Everybody else 
had young kids who are older.”

The 2015-2016 Symmes Valley Lady Vikings Photo submitted

New leadership key to Lady Vikings
By Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com

WILLOW WOOD — When 
Alvin Carpenter talks about 
extending the defense, he’s 
not just talking about moving 
players farther out on the floor.

Carpenter takes over the 
reins of the Symmes Valley 
Lady Vikings this season in his 
second stint as the head coach 
and he said the defense is key 
again.

“We’re quick. The girls 
played pretty good defense 
last year and it seems like 
in scrimmages we’ve done a 
pretty good job so far. We want 
to continue this year what they 
did last year,” said Carpenter.

The defense and team 
success will hinge on the three 
seniors who have all played the 
past four years.

Seniors Kaitlyn Payne, 
Meranda Hays and Breanna 
Brumfield will be joined by 
juniors Payton Walsh, Sierra 
Ross and Kassie Baldwin to 
give the Lady Vikings a solid 
core to build upon.

“If Payne and Walsh step 
up we’ll be okay. They’ve been 
looking pretty good when 
they shoot the ball. It’s more a 
matter of confidence for them,” 
said Carpenter.

“If Sierra Ross can score like 
has been in our scrimmages, 
she could really help us.”

Brumfield will be the point 
guard with Payne and Walsh 
the forwards. Hayes and Ross 
should be the other two guards.

“Hayes runs the floor 
really well and can score from 
anywhere, anytime. Brumfield 
is the floor leader. She’s 
experienced and knows how to 
play the game. She’s a coach on 
the floor,” said Carpenter.

“Payne can do it all and we 

will need all of that. Ross is 
our best defensive player. She 
plays hard no matter what. 
She rebounds like a six-footer. 
Baldwin can handle the ball 
and score and gives us a lot 
of depth. Walsh can score and 
rebound and play defense. She’s 
a serious no nonsense player.”

The sophomore class brings 
talent and depth to the lineup. 
Carpenter said 5-foot-10 Jensyn 
Shepherd, 5-9 Caitlyn Crabtree, 
Kinsey Kazee, Kinsey Kitts and 
Shaylah Tibbs should all see 
some playing time along with 
freshman guard Ericca Ross.

“Shepherd can be a real force 
in the paint. She rebounds and 
plays really good defense,” said 
Carpenter. “Crabtree has a 
lot of athleticism and can play 
inside or outside.

“Kitts, Kazee and Tibbs have 
improved their scoring off the 
bench since we’ve started. Ross 
gives us depth at point guard.”

Having a lot of experienced 
players has helped ease the 
implementation of Carpenter’s 
system, but he knows there’s 
plenty of obstacles ahead.

“We’re coming along pretty 
good. The schedule is pretty 
tough early. We play two or 
three games a week and we 
play every Saturday before 
the first of the year,” said 
Carpenter.

That schedule includes five 
league teams over the first six 
games.

“They league is going to be 
pretty good. Notre Dame has a 
lot back, Clay is young, Eastern 
has a big girl, New Boston has 
the big girl back and they had 
one move in, and Western and 
Green have a lot back.

“We could be pretty good 
and still finish fourth or fifth 
in the league and have a pretty 
good year,” said Carpenter.

SYMMES VALLEY VIKINGS
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/21 .... 2:30 ..................Rock Hill ...... Home
11/23 ... 6:00 ...................... Green ........Away
11/30 ... 6:00 ................... Eastern ........Away
12/3 ..... 7:30............. New Boston ...... Home
12/7 ..... 6:00 .................. Western ........Away
12/10 ... 7:30............. Notre Dame ...... Home
12/12 ... 2:30 ............ South Gallia ........Away
12/14 ... 7:30..........................East ...... Home
12/17 ... 6:00 .........................Clay ........Away
12/19 ... 3:00 ... S. Point Shootout ........Away
12/21 ... 7:30...................Rock Hill ........Away
12/28 .. 6:00 .............South Point ........Away
1/7 ....... 7:00 ...................... Green ...... Home
1/9 ....... 2:30 .............Coal Grover ...... Home
1/11 ...... 7:00 ................... Eastern ...... Home
1/14 ..... 6:00 ............ New Boston ........Away
1/18 ..... 7:30................... Western ...... Home
1/21 ..... 7:30............. Notre Dame ........Away
1/23 ..... 1:00 ..................Southern ...... Home
1/28 ..... 6:00 .........................East ........Away
1/30 .... 2:30 ............ South Gallia ...... Home
2/4....... 6:00 .........................Clay ...... Home

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/27 ... 7:30........................Rock Hill ................. Away
12/1 ..... 7:30.................. South Gallia ................. Away
12/4 ..... 7:15 ...............................Clay ................ Home
12/8 ..... 7:15 ......................... Oak Hill ................ Home
12/11 .... 7:30............................ Green ................. Away
12/18 ... 7:30......................... Eastern ................. Away
12/22 ... 7:15 .................. New Boston ................ Home
1/8 ....... 7:30.........................Western ................. Away
1/9 ....... 7:15 ..................... St. Joseph ................ Home
1/12 ..... 7:15 .................. Notre Dame ................ Home
1/19 ..... 7:00 ..............................Clay ................. Away
1/22 ..... 7:15 ............................ Green ................ Home
1/26 ..... 7:15 ......................... Eastern ................ Home
1/29 ..... 7:30.................. New Boston ................. Away
1/30 .... 7:30........................Rock Hill ................ Home
2/2 ...... 7:15 .........................Western ................ Home
2/5 ...... 7:30.................. Notre Dame ................. Away
2/6 ...... 7:30.................. South Gallia ................ Home
2/12 ..... 7:15 ...............................East ................ Home
2/13 ..... 7:30..................... St. Joseph .............. Ironton

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Position Height Grade
33 .... Eric Baldwin ................... G .......... 6-0 ..........SR
10 ..... Shawn Belville .............F/C .......... 6-4 ..........SR
12 ..... Cameron Meadows .........F ......... 5-10 ..........SR
24 .... Jase Patterson ............... G ...........5-9 ..........SR
21 ..... Derrek Smith .............. G/F ..........5-11 ..........SR
4 ...... Collin Webb ................ G/F .......... 6-0 ..........SR
00 .... Levi Cade ........................ C ...........6-2 .......... JR
20 .... Payton Hayes ................. G ...........5-9 .......... JR
43 .... Forrest Humphrey .......F/C ...........6-2 .......... JR
3 ...... Chayden Renfroe ............F ...........6-2 .......... JR
44 .... Jarod Sheppard ...........F/C ........... 6-1 .......... JR
40 .... Hunter Adams .................F ...........6-3 ..........SO
50 .... Brock Carpenter .........F/C ........... 6-1 ..........SO
33 .... Nick Klaiber ................ G/F .......... 6-0 ..........SO

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
13 ....... Meranda Hayes............................... SR
5 ........ Breanna Brumfield ......................... SR
14 ....... Kaitlyn Payne .................................. SR
35 ...... Peyton Walsh ...................................JR
3 ........ Sierra Ross ......................................JR
32 ...... Kassie Baldwin ................................JR
30 ...... Maddie Scott .................................. SO
10 ....... Jensyn Shepherd............................ SO
12 ....... Shaylah Tibbs ................................. SO
0 ........ Kaitlyn Crabtree ............................. SO
4 ........ Kinsey Kazee .................................. SO
21 ....... Kendra Kazee ................................. SO
24 ...... Kinzi Kitts ....................................... SO
15 ....... Ericca Ross ......................................FR

Though he won’t be starting, 
Kallner will see significant 
minutes this season. Kallner has 
been a surprise to Persin and 
his coaching staff, and can be 
effective both in the post, and 
on the perimeter.

“He’s going to see a lot of 
playing time,” Persin said. “He 
gives us a presence, where he 
can play in the post, and he can 
also play as a forward. That 
helps us there with his size and 
he shoots the ball pretty well.”

Persin said he is still looking 
for someone else to come off 
the bench for the Oaks. The 
coaching staff will be looking at 
the other three players on the 
varsity team to see who may 
step up and fill that role.

“They all give us a little bit 
of a different look, so it’s all 
depending on how well they 
play for the next couple of 
weeks to find out,” Persin said.

Oak Hill has had very 
productive practices during the 
preseason. Persin said his team 
has put in a lot of hard work to 
prepare for the season.

“We’re still a young team, I 
mean anytime you have three 
sophomores out there on the 
floor, you don’t have a lot of 
experience,” Persin said. “We’ve 
just got to grow up. We have 
to grow up both mentally and 
physically, and if we can do that, 
then we are going to be okay.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82.

OAKS, from page 44

Hadsell, and Jared Meade are 
all moving up and can expect 
significant minutes on the 
hardwood this season. Meade 
is a transfer student from New 
Boston, who was originally at 
Clay up through junior high.

“He’s been a big part of our 
process as well,” said Betten.

“As a whole, I hope the 
team distributes the ball 
well,” added Betten. “I hope 
that all of them are a force 
to be reckoned with as a 
group. They just have to play 
together. They’ve got to rely 

on each other.”
Last year’s team distributed 

the ball really well, and this 
year should be no different.

“Each one of them last year, 
those three leading scorers, 
they were in between 10-15 
points,” said Betten. “They 
passed the ball well to each 
other. When one isn’t on, the 
other one is, so it’s nice to 
have those three coming in 
and to have another shooter 
and another rebounder come 
in and join them, that’s pretty 
nice.”

Betten likes many things 
about his team this year, one 

of which is the various talents 
each player brings to the team.

“I like all the things they 
bring different,” said Betten. 
“Cameron being able to handle 
the ball, Nate being able to 
shoot the ball, Brody being 
able to shoot, and then Cole 
and Anthony being able to 
shoot and rebound. They all 
bring different aspects to the 
game.”

The Panthers have a very 
simple goal, to be the best 
team they can be.

“Just like any other year, we 
want to get better with every 
game,” said Betten. “So, when 

the tournament comes, we’re 
playing the best basketball 
that we can be. I thought last 
year, as the season went on, 
we got better and better, and 
when the tournament came we 
were playing some of our best 
basketball that we got to play.”

Betten said every team 
would want that each and 
every year.

“You take baby steps along 
through the year, to get you 
ready to be there at the end.”

Reach Michael Hamilton at 740-
353-3101, ext 1931 or on Twitter @
MikeHamilton82

PANTHERS, from page 42
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By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

GREENUP - The Greenup 
County Lady Musketeers 
have a new Head Coach 
in Tyson Philips. Saying 
Coach Philips has a 
young team would be an 
understatement, as his club 
is made up of two eighth 
graders, eight freshman, 
and just one junior and 
senior. The plan is long 
term development, as 
Coach Philips plans to grow 
alongside his very young 
ball club.

“This is my first year 
here,” said Coach Philips. 
“We are going to be young. 
We only have a single senior 
and junior, the rest are 
junior high and freshmen. 
We have a good mix of wing 
and post players, though. 
So hopefully that allows us 

to progress throughout the 
season, and their career.”

“Maybe with as much 
as we are expecting out 
of them the girls will 
become juniors and seniors 
throughout the season,” 
Philips joked. “It’s going to 
be fun. We are off to a good 
start so far. We had good 
numbers in the gym this 
summer during preseason 

workouts. It’s going to be 
interesting to see what 
happens out there when 
the lights come on and the 
crowd is in the stands.”

With only two girls 
having varsity experience 
Coach Philips hasn’t nailed 
down a starting lineup as 
of yet.

By Derrick Parker
PDT Sports Contributor

GREENUP - The 
Greenup County 
Musketeers have made it 
to back to back regional 
finals games in the last 
two years. Head Coach 
Harold Tackett hopes to 
keep that streak going 
as he readies for the 
2015-2016 season. The 
Musketeers bring back 
five seniors this year but 
are tasked with someone 
replacing Jair Jackson 
who led all of Kentucky 
in rebounding last 
season.

“We have five seniors 
this year,” remarked 
Coach Tackett. “But we 
lost Jair Jackson who 
was the state leading 
rebounder. He averaged a 
double-double for us and 
he was the best defensive 
player I’ve ever coached. 
He’s playing college ball 
at Berea College now. 

Somehow we have to 
replace him. How do you 
replace 16 rebounds a 
game? The answer is you 
don’t. It has to be done 
by committee now.”

“Also, you just can’t 
miss as many shots,” 
Tackett joked.

Greenup County still 
has great size, however, 
and hopes to use it to 
their advantage this 
season. Size combined 
with the experience 
of five seniors and 

Greenup has the size that matters

Derrick Parker | PDT Contributor
The 2015-16 Greenup County Musketeers

GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/30 ... 7:30...................Boyd Co. ...... Home
12/5 ..... 1:30 ..............Menifee Co. ........Away
12/7 ..... 7:30........ Ashland Blazer ...... Home
12/11 .... 7:30......................Phelps ........Away
12/17 ... 7:30..............Fleming Co. ...... Home
12/18 ... 7:30............. West Carter ........Away
12/22 ... 1:00 .......Chesapeake OH ........Away
12/23 ... 1:00 .......Chesapeake OH ........Away
12/28 .. 2:45 ..Franklin Rd. Ac. TN ........Away
12/29 .. 5:15 ...Franklin Rd. Ac. TN ........Away
12/30 .. 5:15 ...Franklin Rd. Ac. TN ........Away
1/4 ....... 7:30.............. East Carter ........Away
1/5 ....... 7:30..................... Russell ........Away
1/9 ....... 2:00 .................Lewis Co. ........Away
1/12 ..... 7:30..................Raceland ...... Home
1/20 .... 7:30.......Chesapeake OH ...... Home
1/25 ..... 7:30............. West Carter ...... Home
1/28 ..... 7:30..................Lewis Co. ...... Home
1/30 .... 7:30................Rowan Co. ........Away
2/3 ...... 7:30..........Northwest OH ........Away
2/5 ...... 7:30..................... Russell ...... Home
2/8 ...... 7:30..................Raceland ........Away
2/9 ...... 7:30...................Boyd Co. ........Away
2/11 ..... 7:30....................Fairview ...... Home
2/12 ..... 7:30..............Fleming Co. ........Away
2/15 ..... 7:30........ Ashland Blazer ........Away
2/20 .... 7:30......................Phelps ...... Home

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/30 ... 7:30...... Johnson Central ........Away
12/4 ..... 7:30..................... Russell ........Away
12/10 ... 5:00 . Buckeye Elite (ND) ......... PHS
12/11 .... 7:30..................Lewis Co. ...... Home
12/12 ... 4:00 ............ Jackson Co. ........Away
12/15 ... 7:30........ Ashland Blazer ...... Home
12/18 ......................Prestonsburg ........Away
12/19 ......................Prestonsburg ........Away
12/20 .....................Prestonsburg ........Away
12/28, .. 29, 30..................................... Home
1/5 ....... 7:30....................Fairview ...... Home
1/7 ....... 7:30..................Raceland ........Away
1/9 ....... 7:30....................... Belfry ...... Home
1/12 ..... 7:30............. West Carter ........Away
1/15 ..... 7:30..................Lewis Co. ........Away
1/16 ..... 12:00 ............. Paintsville ...... Home
1/19 ..... 7:30................Mason Co. ...... Home
1/21 ..... 7:30.............. East Carter ........Away
1/26 ..... 7:30...................Boyd Co. ...... Home
1/29 ..... 7:30..................... Russell ...... Home
2/2 ...... 7:30............ Magoffin Co. ........Away
2/4....... 7:30..................Raceland ...... Home
2/6 ...... 2:00 .........Sheldon Clark ........Away
2/9 ...... 7:30...Rose Hill Christian ...... Home
2/12 ..... 7:30...................Boyd Co. ........Away
2/13 ..... 2:00 ........... Magoffin Co. ...... Home
2/15 ..... 7:30................Rowan Co. ...... Home
2/16 ..... 7:30..............Fleming Co. ........Away

Greenup Co Girls youth movement

Derrick Parker | PDT Contributor
The 2015-16 Greenup County Lady Musketeers

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Grade
34 .... Hunter Bentley .........SR
10 ..... Blake Burchett .........SR
21 ..... Beck Collins .............. FR
31 ..... Austin Grooms .........SR
13 ..... Jordan Hill ................SR
20 .... Hunter Howard ......... FR
3 ...... Michael Hubbert ...... JR
23 .... Gage Huges ..............SP
1 ....... Jherrell Jackson ....... JR
33 .... Eli Lanning ................ JR
12 ..... Ethan Spradlin..........SO
30 .... Christian Wireman ...SR
32 .... Jake Wright............... JR

GREENUP COUNTY MUSKETEERS

See MUSKETEERS | 51
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GIRLS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
11/19 .... 6:00 .......... Campbellsville .......................... Home
11/21 .... 2:00 .......... St. Catharine College ............... Home
11/26 ... 7:00 .......... Xavier ........................................ Away
11/27 ... 4:00 .......... Dillard .......................................Xavier
12/2 ..... 6:00 .......... Univ. of Rio Grande.................... Away
12/4 ..... 2:00 .......... Miami-Middletown ................... Home
12/5 ..... 12:00 ........ Indiana Univ. NW ....................... Away
12/11 .... 8:00 .......... Point Park Univ. ........................ Home
12/12 ... 4:00 .......... Asbury Univ. ............................. Home
12/21 ... 4:00 .......... Faulkner Univ. ............................ Away
12/22 ... 2:00 .......... Auburn Univ. Montg. ................. Away
1/7 ....... 6:00 .......... Georgetown College ................. Home
1/14 ..... 6:00 .......... Lindsey Wilson ......................... Home
1/16 ..... 2:00 .......... Cumberland Univ. .................... Home
1/21 ..... 6:00 .......... Univ. of the Cumberlands ......... Away
1/23 ..... 2:00 .......... Univ. of Pikeville ........................ Away
1/28 ..... 6:00 .......... Campbellsville Univ. .................. Away
1/30 .... 2:00 .......... St. Catharine College ................ Away
2/4....... 6:00 .......... Univ. of the Cumberlands ........ Home
2/6 ...... 2:00 .......... Univ. of Pikeville ....................... Home
2/11 ..... 7:00 .......... Cumberland Univ. ..................... Away
2/13 ..... 3:00 .......... Lindsey Wilson .......................... Away
2/16 ..... 7:30........... Tomas More College ................ Home
2/20 .... 2:00 .......... Kentucky Ch. University ........... Home
2/25 .... 6:00 .......... Georgetown College .................. Away

GIRLS ROSTER
No. Name Pos. Ht. Cl.
00 .......Ali Zieverink ...........F ........ 5-11 .... SR
3 .........Ashton Lovely .......G ......... 5-9 .....FR
13 ........Abby Feuchter ......G ..........5-7 .... SR
20 .......Abby Haislop.........G ......... 5-6 .....FR
23 .......Hannah Miller .......G ......... 5-9 .....FR
25 .......Jenna Brown .........G ......... 5-6 .....FR
31 ........Madison Ridout ....G ......... 5-9 .... SO
32 .......Jen Arnzen .............F ......... 6-2 .....JR
33 .......Maura Hackney ..... C ..........6-1 .....JR
40 .......Jonessa Moore ..... C ..........6-1 .....JR
44 .......Lydia Poe ............... C ......... 6-2 .....FR

BOYS ROSTER
No. Name Pos. Ht. Cl.
1 ..........Devon Carter ........G ......... 5-9 ......SR
2 .........Dante Dunston ......G .........6-0 ......SR
10 ........Blake Yates ............G ......... 6-2 ..... SO
11 ........J. Murrell ................F ......... 6-4 ..... SO
12 ........Conor Markins ......G ..........6-1 ......FR
14 ........Seth Young ............G ........5-10 ......SR
15 ........Frederick Moore ....F ..........6-7 ..... SO
20 .......Nick Tingle .............F ......... 6-6 ......SR
21 ........Ethan Moffatt .........F ......... 6-5 ......SR
22 .......Ryan Duncan ........G ......... 6-2 ...... JR
23 .......George Hill .............F ......... 6-5 ......SR
24 .......Nick Gouch ............F ......... 6-4 ......SR
25 .......Aaron Watts ...........F ......... 6-4 ..... SO
33 .......Jacob Daniels ........F ..........6-7 ...... JR
34 .......Mason Powell .........F ..........6-7 ......FR
RS .......Shonta Wilson .......G ......... 6-2 ..... SO

BOYS SCHEDULE
Date Time Opponent Location
10/31 ... 6:30 .......... Univ. of N.Western Ohio ............Home
11/8 ..... 4:00 .......... West Virg. Ins. of Tech. ...............Home
11/10 ... 7:00 .......... Univ. of Rio Grande....................Home
11/13 .... 7:00 .......... Mount Vernon Nazarene ............Away
11/14 .... 1:00 ........... Marian Univ. ...............................Away
11/19 .... 8:00 .......... Campbellsville Univ. ..................Home
11/21 .... 4:00 .......... St. Catherine College ................Home
11/23 ... 5:00 .......... Alice Lloyd College ....................Home
12/2 ..... 8:00 .......... Univ. of Rio Grande.....................Away
12/5 ..... 4:00 .......... Life University ............................Away
12/11 .... 8:30 .......... Clarke Univ. ................................Away
12/12 .............................................................................TBA
12/16 ... 7:30........... W. Virginia Wesleyan ...................Away
12/20 .. 7:30........... Ashland University .....................Away
12/29 .. 4:00 .......... Taylor Univ. ................................Home
1/7 ....... 8:00 .......... Georgetown College ..................Home
1/14 ..... 8:00 .......... Lindsey Wilson ..........................Home
1/16 ..... 4:00 .......... Cumberland Univ. .....................Home
1/21 ..... 8:00 .......... Univ. of the Cumberlands ..........Away
1/23 ..... 4:00 .......... Univ. of Pikeville .........................Away
1/28 ..... 8:00 .......... Campbellsville Univ. ...................Away
1/30 .... 4:00 .......... St. Catharine College .................Away
2/4....... 8:00 .......... Univ. of the Cumberlands .........Home
2/6 ...... 4:00 .......... Univ. of Pikeville ........................Home
2/11 ..... 8:00 .......... Cumberland Univ. ......................Away
2/13 ..... 4:00 .......... Lindsey Wilson ...........................Away
2/18 ..... 8:00 .......... Life University ...........................Home
2/23 .... 7:00 .......... Davis & Elkins College ................Away
2/25 .... 8:00 .......... Georgetown College ...................Away

SHAWNEE STATE

four juniors should lead to the 
Musketeers so succeed.

“I don’t care as much for a 
starting lineup, I care for who is 
going to finish the game. I like how 
competitive practices are right now. 
In saying that, I expect consistency 
from each of our seniors. Christian 
Wireman has been with me for four 
years. Hunter Bentley and Blake 
Burchett are both 6’5’’ and have a 
lot of skill. Jordan Hill has grown by 
leaps and bounds. Austin Grooms is 
mister defense. He guards the other 
team’s best scorer every night. He’s 
as tough as nails.”

“On top of that we have Gage 
Hughes who is a sophomore. He’s 
been starting since he was an 8th 
grader. Whatever sport he plays he 
excels at, he’s a true athlete. Junior 
Mike Hubbort is a new kid for us 
from Florida. He’s 6’7’’, athletic and 

offensively polished. And you can’t 
leave little Jarrel Jackson out. He’s 
also been starting since 8th grade. 
He’s my eyes and ears out on the 
court. He knows exactly what I 
expect.”

“I’ve got 14 players and I really 
like them all honestly.”

Last year, despite going 12-18 
Greenup County made it to the 
regional finals. Coach Tackett made 
it clear he’s not scared of anyone, 
and that losses don’t matter until the 
end of the season.

“I don’t pad my schedule. We 
will play anyone anywhere. It just 
makes us more experienced. I don’t 
worry about wins and losses until 
it gets to February. We expect to be 
competitive this year. It’s my fourth 
year here and despite our regular 
season schedule we’ve been back to 
back regional finals. It works for us. 
It pays off playing tough teams, it 
truly does.”

“Our senior guard 
Micah Leslie will be 
relied on a lot for 
leadership, and Haley 
Valandingham is going 
to have a good year in 
the post for us I believe. 
Those are the only two 
I can look at and know 
what to expect. Hopefully 
we can fill in the pieces 
with the rest of the 
younger girls. We may 
need to mix and match, 
but we want to do what it 
takes and find a way to be 
competitive.”

Philips believes that 
with such a young squad 
they should focus on 
things they can control. 
Mental errors, mistakes, 
and hustle will be key 
points this season for 
the Musketeers and the 
girls grow and mature 
they will develop better 
fundamentals and 
offensive rhythm.

“I’m not focused on 
wins and losses this year,” 
said Coach Philips. “I’m 
not focused on makes 
and misses. I’m focused 
on getting better each 
and every day of practice. 
Hopefully that will lead 
to the big picture coming 
together for us.”

MUSKETEERS , from page 50

LADY MUSKETEERS , 
from page 50
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