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Hide & Shake
Find the shaker in this issue and be entered to 

win a $10 grocery card.
Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.com, and 

click on the Shaker Contest link at the top to be 
entered. All entries must be received by Feb. 12, 
2016. Only electronic entries will be accepted.

In the November/December issue, the shaker was hid-
den in the bottom picture on Page 21.

Congratulations to our most recent winner, Ted Stinson 
of Gallipolis, Ohio.

You could be our next winner!
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest @TheSaltMagazine.

On the 
Cover
The view from 
the Portsmouth 
home of Leroy 
and Opal 
Collier offers 
breathtaking 
views of the 
Ohio River. 
This photo was 
taken by Lora 
Abernathy.
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Front Porch Profi le 
offers a personal
glimpse into the lives 
of notable people in 
our communities

By Lora 
Abernathy

Mary Jane Wise
President
Riverbend Arts Council in Middleport

What movie 
deserves a sequel?
I don’t watch a lot of movies, 
but I think the book, “The 
Guilty,” by David Baldacci, 
deserves a sequel.

What makes you pound 
your � st on the table?
I feel very excited about the 
work, events and possibili-

ties of our arts council, even after 
25 years of working with it.

Which are worse: 
spiders or snakes?
Snakes.

What piece of advice would you 
give to your younger self?
Laugh more. Don’t take life so 
seriously.

What is your ringtone?
Traditional.

What do you love most 
about your community?
The people and our concern for 
one another in good and bad 
times, the safety of walking on 
our streets, and the history of the 
community.

Front Porch

Profile
What movie 
deserves a sequel?
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Around the end of the year, I begin contemplating a new word for the 
next year. It’s been my practice now for the last seven or eight years. I was 
inspired by the idea when I heard someone sharing about their “word” on 
the radio. I decided to check out the referenced website and have been 
doing it ever since.

This process has replaced the traditional list of New Year’s resolutions 
that tend to be broken by February and forgotten till the following Janu-
ary. This has been such a successful experiment for me.

Here’s how it works, from the website, myoneword.org:
Step 1: Determine the kind of person you want to become
The fi rst step is to simply take some time and decide what kind of 

person you want to be at the end of this year. This goes beyond simply 
being healthier and wealthier, but it must drive deep into your soul. 
What about the condition of your heart? What about the person that God 
Himself has created you to be?

Step 2: Identify the characteristics of that person
Get a picture of that person and then simply identify their major char-

acteristics. Is that person gentle? Is that person generous? What are the 
qualities of the person you want to become?

Step 3: Pick a word
Once you have a list of the characteristics, simply pick a word. There 

might be 15 things that you want to change, but you must resist the 
temptation to promise you will do them all. Instead, simply commit to 
ONE WORD.

This will provide you with a lens to see the changes you need to 
make, as well as a way to determine whether or not change is actually 
happening.

Understand that this process is hard, but staying focused on your 
word will help you to struggle in the right direction so that you can actually see God working in 
your life.

The changes have been signifi cant over the years I have done this. I can look back and see that 
I am not the person I was when I started. The study of the word, exploring examples, facing the 
challenges that come and tempt me to give up on staying the course are all part of the journey.

And the challenges do come! You have probably heard it said not to pray for patience because 
patience is produced by going through trials.

I think every time a person begins to choose a better life, challenge can be expected.
I chose the word “gentle” a few years ago (much to my husband’s delight), and my desire to 

become a more gentle person was challenged almost daily. Change didn’t happen until I quit giv-
ing in, determined to change, prayed for change, studied and “ate” the word, till it became part of 
who I am.

So, this year, I am choosing the word “joy.” I am a pretty joyful person usually, but I want to know 
a deeper sense of joy in my life. I don’t want the circumstances around me to dictate my joy or lack 
thereof. I am not talking about being happy … happy depends on circumstance or what others do 
to you. I want that calm assurance and settled-down peace even when all hell is breaking loose 
around me.

It’s even better to do this exercise with a friend. I have shared the experience with some of my 
close friends, and we meet and discuss our journey with our one word. We encourage and pray 
each other through to the end of the year.

I would love to hear from you if you choose your word for 2016. Let’s make changes together.
In the meantime, here’s another word I don’t want you to forget … please pass the “Salt!”

Pamela Stricker
Publisher, Salt

pstricker@civitasmedia.com

Around the end of the year, I begin contemplating a new word for the 
next year. It’s been my practice now for the last seven or eight years. I was 
inspired by the idea when I heard someone sharing about their “word” on 
the radio. I decided to check out the referenced website and have been 
doing it ever since.

This process has replaced the traditional list of New Year’s resolutions 
that tend to be broken by February and forgotten till the following Janu-
ary. This has been such a successful experiment for me.

person you want to be at the end of this year. This goes beyond simply 
being healthier and wealthier, but it must drive deep into your soul. 
What about the condition of your heart? What about the person that God 
Himself has created you to be?

acteristics. Is that person gentle? Is that person generous? What are the 

My one word
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Salt Scoop
Send us your 

favorite recipe. 
We may feature it 
in the next issue.

Visit our website, 
thesaltmagazine.com, 

and click on the Recipe 
Submission link at the top to 
be entered. Include a photo 

of your dish, as well. All 
entries must be received by 

Feb. 12, 2016.
Every submitted recipe will 

be entered in a drawing for a 
$25 grocery card.

Congratulations to Maria 
Waymire of  Yellow Springs 

who won for her pork 
tenderloin recipe submitted 

for this edition of Salt.

I looked across the park and no-
ticed an older couple walking a giant 
dog. I gasped in awe at its size, its 
beauty — and its good behavior. It 
was a Great Dane. I wanted one.

Enter Bela. Our bright-eyed, 
happy Great Dane has been with us 
nearly 12 years. Not too bad for a 
dog whose kind only live six to nine 
years.

But if the Great Dane breed hadn’t 
been right for us, we would have 
picked a different dog.

That was not the case.
Known as the “gentle giants” of 

the dog world, Danes are great 
around kids, intelligent, friendly, 
and require less grooming and 
exercise than other breeds.

Perfect.
“Friendly” might have been an 

understatement. Our beautiful girl 
loves people and has never met a 
stranger. Any time she hears the 
word “wow” from people while 
their car window is down and 
we’re out walking, she as-
sumes they’re talking about 
her. She’s not wrong. The 
ears go back as she hopes 
they slow down, stop and come pet her.

The “less exercise” requirement for the Dane could easily be changed to “a quick walk 
up and down the driveway.” I knew she wouldn’t be wired like a border collie, but these 
dogs are serious couch potatoes. Bela loves going for walks, but can’t wait to come back 
in and curl up between the pillows on our bed or the arms of a chair that’s really too small 
for her.

She’s always been easy to train and eager to learn. She’s not a complainer, either. In 
almost 12 years, I’ve only heard her yelp twice. She’s been a very healthy dog, and has 
never been on medication except for the occasional infection. She’s wildly content to lay 
on the couch, look out the window, and wait for her next ear rub.

Arthritis is taking a toll on her bones faster than we wish. Medicine seems to help, but 
we know “the day” will come soon.

“When Danes go, they go fast,” another Dane parent recently told us. “When she’s 
ready to go, we can come to the house,” the vet told me in December during her annual 
visit. Their words now echo too frequently in my head.

Bela’s still got pep in what’s left of her step, though, and meets us with cheer and exu-
berance at the door most days when we come home. If she’s not at the door, she’s in her 
chair, ears back, ready to be greeted and adored from the comfort of her throne.

My life has been richer since we brought her home. Other than my husband, that 
sweet, beautiful dog is my favorite human.

Bela and I pose for a picture after she graduated from puppy 
school July 2, 2004. She was 4 months old.

Great Dane-ness

LORA ABERNATHY
Lora is the editor of Salt magazine. Originally from 
West Virginia and a proud Marshall University alumna, 
she lives in Hillsboro, Ohio, with her husband, Gary, 
is mom to a Great Dane and yellow Lab, and trains 
and competes in triathlons. Reach her at labernathy@
civitasmedia.com or on Twitter @AbernathyLora.

In terms of
SaltNotes

My one word
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Hartwell House
100 East Main • Pomeroy, OH • 740-992-7696

Est. 1995

*Trollbeads
*Candleberry                
  Candles
*Waxing Poetic 
*Uno de 50

*Mariana 
*Primitives  
*Shabby Chic
*Flags
*and much more

Open 10am-5pm Monday-Saturday
Extended Hours Holidays/Special Events

www.hartwellhouse1995.com • www.facebook.com/hartwellhousepomeroy
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Front Paige Outfitters

112 West Main Street 
Pomeroy, OH 45769

740-992-0777

Like us on Facebook!
60632162

Business Hours:
Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00 pm 

Sun 12:00-5:00 pm

Making Your House, Your HomeMaking Your House, Your Home
★Primitive Decor 

★Candleberry Candles ★ Curtains 
★Quilts ★Willow Tree 

★Bereavement and much more
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63

24
76OHIO RIVER RD • ACROSS FROM LOWES

Wheelersburg, Ohio

PORK TENDERLOIN
Attached is one of my favorite recipes. I just came across this 

recently on social media. I’ve now made it a few times and it’s abso-
lutely delicious, tender and fl avorful. You won’t be disappointed.

— Maria Waymire of Yellow Springs

Ingredients:
3 pounds pork tenderloin cut into 4 pieces total
1 pound bacon
3/4 cup soy sauce
1 tablespoon onions, minced
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
1 tablespoon wine vinegar or white vinegar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 dash pepper
3/4 cup brown sugar

Directions:
Wrap tenderloin in bacon. Place in 8.5-by-11 pan. Poke holes in 

meat.
Combine rest of ingredients, stir and pour over meat. Refrigerate 

uncovered for 3-4 hours or overnight (I’ve done overnight).
Bake at 300 F for 2-3 hours (it took me 2 hours in a convection 

oven). Place foil over the top after 1 1/2 hours of baking, cut meat 
into small pieces and allow meat to soak up the juices.

SOUTHWEST CHICKEN PIE
I bought a can of southwest corn by mistake and created this 

recipe to use it. It has become a favorite.
— Teresa Benlehr of Wilmington

Ingredients:
2 9-inch pie crusts, unbaked
2 cups chicken, cooked and shredded
1 package mild taco seasoning
1 15.25-ounce can southwest corn, drained
1 10.75-ounce can condensed cheese soup
1/2 cup mild salsa
3 green onions, chopped
3/4 cup shredded mild cheddar cheese

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 F.
Place one crust into 9-inch pie pan and set aside.
Place the cooked chicken into a large skillet, add the taco sea-

soning, and prepare according to package directions. Set aside.
In a large bowl, mix together all the other ingredients. Fold in 

the chicken mixture and put into the prepared crust, top with the 
remaining crust, fold the edges under and cut slits in top to vent. 
Brush top with a bit of melted butter and bake for 1 hour and 10 
minutes. Let stand 30 minutes before serving.

Reader Recipes
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The best 
view in town

By Lora Abernathy

PORTSMOUTH, Ohio — 
Opal Collier hopped on the 
back of a four-wheeler with 
her husband. He needed to 
show her something.

The recently married pair 
drove up a mountain, winding 
through tangled brush and 
trees and climbing over rocky 
terrain. They reached the sum-
mit and stopped, looking out 
over the water. They were 400 
feet above the Ohio River.

“Honey, how would you like 
a house here?” Leroy Collier 
asked.

A self-described “country 
girl” and clearly not intimidat-
ed by the mountain, she said 
yes without hesitation.

That was easy.
Leroy Collier bought the 

100-acre Portsmouth property 
40 to 50 years ago with the in-
tention of living on it someday. 
It wasn’t until he married Opal 
Collier one year after meeting 
her that he would fi nd his moti-
vation to make the move.

Leroy and Opal Collier’s Portsmouth home overlooks the great Ohio River

Photos by Lora Abernathy
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The newlyweds were living on 
his Gallia County farm, but their 
business interests lied in Ports-
mouth, so they looked for a home 
there.

Nothing suited them.
That’s when they hit the moun-

tain that day, making the decision 
to erect their dream home on that 
dream piece of land.

Now came the hard part: what 
their house would look like.

They fl ipped through nearly 
1,000 plans from an architect out 
of Canada until settling on one. 
Adjustments were still necessary. 
They enlarged the size of some 
of the rooms, and designed the 
house to maximize both sunlight 
and privacy while still maintain-
ing the view — a balancing act.

Opal Collier said one of the 
things she likes best about the 
home is that it’s “pretty” on each 
end.

The home offers breathtaking 
views of the Ohio River. Leroy 
Collier said he can see to Wheel-
ersburg and to New Boston and, 
“at night, the whole valley lights 
up like Christmas.”

The house isn’t enormous, 
Opal Collier said, making no 
apologies.

“We wanted a house that 
people feel comfortable in,” she 
said.

Photo courtesy of Opal CollierPhoto courtesy of Opal Collier
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Friends and Family are important.
At Schrock’s we take extraordinary
care to design your dining furniture to

meet your needs and expectations.
Stop in soon!

Schrock’s 
Home Furnishings

11767 SR 588
Rio Grande, OH 45674

740-245-0628
Closed Sunday and Wednesday 60
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Just this past Thanksgiving, my 
mother-in-law passed these down to my daughter.

These originally belonged to my husband’s great-grand-
mother. She apparently had a huge salt and pepper shaker 
collection. My mother-in-law shared how she loved to look at 
her collection as a little girl and loved these “outhouses” in 
particular. She added that she had to use the outhouse at her 
grandma’s to use the restroom.

Pamela Bauer
Clinton County Health Commissioner

In each issue of Salt, we try to feature photos of creative 
salt and pepper shakers from our readers’ collections. Please 
submit photos and descriptions to editor@thesaltmagazine.
com by Feb. 12, 2016 for consideration for printing in a future 
issue.

Salt Shakers Salt Contributors
MICHAEL JOHNSON

Mike is the editor of the Gallipolis Daily Tri-
bune, The (Pomeroy) Daily Sentinel and the Point 
Pleasant Register. Reach him at michaeljohn-
son@civitasmedia.com.

JANE BEATHARD
Jane is a retired staff writer for The Madison 

Press in London, a Civitas Media publication, 
and the retired media relations manager of the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

LORNA HART
Lorna is a reporter for Ohio Valley Press. She 

recently moved back to her hometown in south-
east Ohio with her husband, Bruce. She has 
two sons, Jonathan and Michael, and two Maine 
Coon cats. She enjoys gardening, scrapbooking, 
hiking and antique glass collecting. Reach her 
at lhart@civitasmedia.com or at 740-992-2155, 
ext.2551.
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Tales of humor, grief and hope
Salt readers share their favorite pet stories
Nick

I remember it as if it were 
yesterday.

It was a warm day and the 
sky was so blue that it drew 
you to it like iron shavings to a 
magnet. There were clouds in 
the sky, but they were so faint 
that it seemed as if the hand of 
God had feathered them with an 
unseen brush. Just the sight of 
it could cause one to lean back 
on a hillside and gaze; as an 
astronomer does at a constella-
tion for hours.

Yet we had little time for sky 
gazing; you see, we were on a 
mission. We were on the hunt 
for a dog for Judy’s sister, Kim, 
and we aimed to complete our 
task.

As I pulled into the car wash, 
Judy was busy pouring over the 
ads in the local paper searching 
for the right pet. That was when 
Judy spied a free ad for a puppy. 
Immediately, she called and I 
hurriedly fi nished washing the 
car.

Judy yelled, “Don’t waste any 
time. There are other people 
who called asking about the 
dog.”

Soon, we sped off to fi nd 
Kim’s dog. As we pulled up to 
the curb, Judy raced across 
the street to nab the puppy. As 
she picked him up, another car 
pulled to the curb but they were 
too late; we had fi nally walked 
off with Kim’s new pride and joy.

It would be a while before we 
could deliver the dog since Kim 
lived over two hours away, so we 
put up with the creature until we 
had a chance to deliver him.

Judy had called Kim twice to 
tell her the glorious news of the 
pup. We were all excited about 
the new addition to her family. 
The hard and fast rule was that 
we were not keeping the dog. 
No way. We had a hard enough 
time raising the kids, we cer-
tainly didn’t need a dog!

And yet, that all changed one 
evening as I lay on the fl oor in 
front of the TV, and Kim’s dog 
came and laid his head on my 
chest. He was so gentle and, 

at the same time, so cute that I 
automatically reached out and 
began to stroke his ears and 
pet him almost unconsciously. 
He laid there as if in seventh 
heaven, enjoying every moment 
of this new-found attention.

I was hooked, but what was I 
to do? It was Kim’s dog, wasn’t 
it? I told myself over and over 
as if trying to convince myself 
saying, “Besides, our youngest 
son was getting quite attached 
to him.” In truth, it wasn’t our 
youngest son, Chris, it was me, 
but how was I going to tell Judy 
and how was she going to tell 
Kim?

About three weeks later, I 
cornered Judy and said non-
chalantly, “I don’t think Chris is 
going to give Kim’s dog up that 
easily,” as if Chris had come to 
me pleading and begging.

Judy saw all the signs of one 
in love with a dog long before 
I ever said anything to her. I 
could see it in her eyes; they 
were saying, “Who do you think 
you are fooling?” You know 
women. They have a sixth sense 
and she had me dead to rights.

It wasn’t long before Judy 
ended up calling Kim after that 
conversation and told her not to 
get set on having the dog. And 
that was how Kim’s dog became 
part of the Spinnati family. In 
fact, we called him “Kim’s dog” 
for weeks after we decided to 
keep him before we named him 
Nick.

That became a 16-year love 
affair with a pooch named Nick. 
In all the 16 years that we had 
Nicky, I could count the times 
on one hand that he didn’t go 
everywhere with us. In fact, it 
was a package deal. If you saw 
us, you saw Nick. You know you 
get attached to animals so much 
it is as if one could claim them 
on their income tax.

He was a part of the family; 
the one who greeted you as 
you came home from work or 
school. He was the one who 
never passed judgment on 
you and was always there with 
uplifted eyes and a wag in his 

tail. He even helped me to clean 
up the occasional food that was 
spilled on the fl oor before Judy 
could fi nd out about it.

He was a trusted friend 
and a great companion that 
would stick closer to you than a 
brother. He was the one when 
you had a bad day, who would 
nuzzle up against you and give 
you all the love you needed. 
He didn’t criticize, complain or 
fi nagle; instead, he was always 
there just waiting to brighten 
your day.

The problem with pets is they 
don’t live as long as humans 
and, sooner or later, you are 
going to be faced with the inevi-
table: death.

We don’t look for it. In fact, 
we dread it, and yet it is always 
on the horizon. It is lurking as 
an unwanted “visitor” and a 
reality of life. Maybe God has 
pets here to teach us about 
the shortness of life and the 
process of grieving. Death is the 
one word that no one wants to 
pronounce, and yet it is a sure 
reality that cannot be stopped.

So it was true for Nicky and 
our family. Our faithful pet 
began to reach old age. He 
didn’t get around as well as he 
once did and his weight began 
to decrease. We knew it was a 
matter of time and we dreaded 
the hour.

We were going on an evan-
gelistic meeting to London, 
England, to preach in various 
places around the city and we 
left Nicky with some friends. 
We even designated a place 
to lay him to rest if something 
should happen to him be-
fore we returned; and yet, we 
believed that Nick would still 
be alive when we arrived at 
home. Maybe, if truth be told, 
we hoped that he would still be 
with us because we knew that 
he wasn’t in the best of shape.

While we were gone, Nicky 
passed away and was buried on 
our property. Our friends didn’t 
tell us because they didn’t want 
to ruin our trip.

When we were told, there 

were tears, regrets and memo-
ries that will never expire. We 
never were able to say goodbye 
to our beloved Nick. Even today, 
there is a void that just can’t be 
alleviated. We loved that dog 
and that dog loved us. It is still 
hard to talk about it, even today. 
You might say that is crazy, 
but that is just the way it is. You 
see, love never evaporates. It is 
always there, whether it is for 
a pet or for family and friends. 
There is an ache that just can’t 
be soothed.

Nicky taught me the value 
of life and living each day for 
what it is worth. He taught me 
that, sometimes, the greatest 
moments in life are not the ones 
that are wrapped in great ac-
complishments; instead they are 
the simple ones. These are the 
ones we take for granted, the 
ones that we are too busy to en-
joy at the time, but they are the 
ones we dream about and wish 
we could have once again.

We wish, “If I just had it to do 
over,” and yet our do-overs are 
done with. The only thing we 
can do now is use this new-
found knowledge that we have 
gained with our grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

It is sad how we rushed 
through life trying to raise our 
children, and when they are 
grown and gone, we now wish 
for the simpler times when we 
could tuck them into bed once 
again, read a story to them, 
have them sit on our lap, kiss 
them on the cheek, and hear 
them tell us how much they love 
us.

Now, as time has passed, we 
dream about chasing the chil-
dren through the house, playing 
hide and go seek, and taking 
a “safari” around our property 
chasing fi re fl ies in order to 
“magically” create a ring that 
glows in the dark.

It was a time when they 
looked up at us with wonder-
ing eyes thinking we were the 
greatest mom and dad of all. 
We reach in our mind’s eye for 
a time not forgotten as we see 
their triumph as they ride their 
new bike for the fi rst time with-
out training wheels.12
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Since 1919

TWO ENTRANCES:
831 GALLIA ST. & 830 SIXTH ST.

PORTSMOUTH, OHIO
740.353.5208

STORE HOURS:
MON. - SAT.
10 - 5 P.M.

Over 90 years of home furnishing
experience assures you of a successful

and enjoyable shopping experience.

Winter Savings!

www.covertsfurniture.com
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And who can forget how 
talented we thought they were 
when they presented their fi rst 
Mother’s Day card created 
in kindergarten that spelled 
“mother” in macaroni? A simple 
hug and a kiss would be suf-
fi cient to make our day now 
and yet, at the time, we were 
too busy with life to enjoy life. It 
somehow escaped us that the 
simple pleasures of the here 
and now are more important 
than our job or our own self 
importance.

Why am I writing this? I am 
writing this so you will take 
time to hug your kids, pet your 
pets, smell the fl owers, enjoy a 
second cup of coffee, and ap-
preciate life.

If I could do one thing right 
now, I would give anything for 
Nicky to rest his head on my 
chest so I could caress his ears 
one last time and tell him what a 
great dog he is.

— Dr. James Spinnati of 
Portsmouth, Ohio

Spud
Let me tell you a story of a 

girl and a dog.
On Jan. 3, 1999, a girl 

went into a coma from 
diabetic ketoacidosis. 
The family didn’t know 
anything about juve-
nile type 1 diabetes.

Since that date, 
she has worked 
very hard to raise 
awareness about 
diabetes. She has 
an insulin pump 
and was a camp counselor at 
Camp Kno-Koma, West Vir-
ginia’s diabetes camp.

She was born and raised 
in Mason County and gradu-
ated with honors from Marshall 
University with a degree in 
public relations and a minor in 
marketing.

She began having problems 
with her diabetes and, a year 
ago, she began the process 
to obtain a diabetic alert 
service dog. The fundraising 

process began and, with a 
lot of prayers and monetary 
help from her community, she 
raised enough funds to get her 

dog.
Then the long 

process of training 
the dog began. 
The company was 
Heads Up Hounds 
and they rescue 
dogs for service 
dogs. On Nov. 13, 
she traveled to Oma-
ha, Neb., to be united 

with her diabetic 
alert dog, Spud.

He has already 
alerted to her. He may 
one day save her life.

When she mar-
ried, she moved to 
Dunbar, W.Va., and 
works in a PR fi rm 
in Charleston. I per-
sonally can never 
thank all the people enough 
that have helped in so many 
different ways to bring Spud 

in to our family, especially Joe, 
the trainer.

The girl is my daughter, 
Heather Crum Peaytt.

— Marketta Crum of 
Gallipolis Ferry, W.Va.

Munchie
Munchie is a 7-month-old 

Pomeranian. He is our third 
puppy in less than a year.

Our fi rst puppy, Jericho, was 
unfortunately hit by a car one 
afternoon the week before 
Christmas of 2014, after hav-

ing him for only three 
short months.

After Christmas, 
we purchased a 
new puppy named 
Mya. The week 
before our wedding 
this past September, 
she fell ill, after bat-
tling unknown health 
issues for months, 
and passed away 

from juvenile renal dysplasia at 
just 1 year old.

Heads Up Hounds 
and they rescue 
dogs for service 
dogs. On Nov. 13, 
she traveled to Oma-

before our wedding 
this past September, 
she fell ill, after bat-
tling unknown health 
issues for months, 

Spud

Munchie
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Soon after our wedding, we found out that 
this little guy needed a new home and we 
fell in love. We have had so much love left to 
give from our angel puppies that we knew 
we had to take Munchie.

He is as spoiled as they come and is as 
ornery as can be. I tell him stories about his 
“brother and sister,” and his favorite place 
to lay is on the pillow that now all three of 
our fur babies have used. He is defi nitely 
aware of how much he is loved. Just look at 
that face.

— Chantel Goeglein of Chester, Ohio

“Just a Dog”
He was just a dog, some 

would say,
But you had to know him 

for even a day.
Bear was truly one of a 

kind,
Another like him you’ll 

never fi nd.
From billboard to neigh-

bors and in between,
Hardly a place he wouldn’t be seen.
Big Lots would call, your dog is here,
Please come get him, the customers do 

fear.
Big in size, but gentle was he,
Another like him, they’ll never be.
Every so often the Chow would come out,
When it did, you better look out.
His friends they numbered more than a 

few,
Some of them I never even knew.
When in the car, in the back seat,
They hollered his name as we drove 

down the street.
Little Houdini was his nickname,
Any collar, muzzle or fence he could 

tame.
His two favorite people, Patty and Don,
Oh how they wish he wasn’t gone.
He’ll make a pretty angel, Colton did say,
So look out heaven, clear the way.
His little pal, Mollie, misses him so,
And wonders why he had to go.
B.J., my sis, she did care,
When he took his last breath, she was 

there.
For fourteen years, he was my best 

friend,
And stood right beside me until the very 

end.
It isn’t easy saying goodbye,
No matter how hard I seem to try.
He hung on for me as long as he could,
Probably much longer that he should.
So he was just a dog, some would say,
After knowing him, you’d say, “No way!”

— Linda Howell of Portsmouth, Ohio

Andy
Life has a way of making a person 

wonder. Why? I guess all one can do is be 
thankful for the time we have with loved 
ones and pets.

I, myself, have always 
wondered why, excessively. I 
always hunger repeatedly for 
the reason or an answer that 
satisfi es my mind and heart. 
Only God holds the answers 
and it’s never a punishment, 
but just life. Simply, we are 
all born to die.

So, recently, 
when we were faced 
with the future loss of our Andy, the 
age-old question reared its ugly 
head. Why? We don’t know when, but 
they say a dog lives in the moment, so 
we are going to make every moment 
count.

My heart hurts for all of us who love 
him so much, especially his brother, 
his other half, Blackie. They have always 

been like one dog since early on, and more 
so as time goes on.

Andy is so full of life it’s hard to imagine 
that his time is limited. He is the leader and 
commands all of our attention. Before the 
tumor, it was all about Andy and now it is all 
about Andy.

I guess nothing has changed for him. It 
is hard to put this down on paper, but my 
thoughts weigh heavy on my heart and 
maybe writing them down will be a good 
release.

Andy was brought to Sierras’ back in 
October 2006, along with two siblings and 
Shadow. He was around 6 months old at 
that time. Andy would remain unadopted 
until 2009 when we established HSH. 
He was at the top of our list along with 
Blackie, 16 others and, over time, two 
more.

Andy is now a 6-year-old, 80-pound, 
majestic, black, Labrador retriever mix. 
It’s hard to believe that all these loving 
creatures were overlooked. I know 
now that it was God’s plan all along. We 
chose the way less traveled and were 
rewarded beyond belief.

Andy’s life is so full. He bestowed his 
heart unannounced to us back in 2006. 
Andy is the king of the “Horses” and Home 
Sweet Home. He is living the life a dog 
should live, whether he’s running full speed 
in the playground, swimming in the Ohio 
River, or simply stretched out on his pod. 
Yes, his pod. For you see, it will always and 
forever be about Andy.

— Vicki Cook of McDermott, Ohio

Baby
Twelve years ago, about this time, we 

brought Baby home. We did not know what 
we were in for.

Baby was a chocolate Lab mix. Mom lived 
next door. Her brother, Scrap, kept 
trying to drag her bedding out of her 
dog box back home. It usually was 
found caught in the chain link fence.

That fi rst year, Baby chewed up any-
thing she could get hold of. She once 
grabbed my wife’s yarn, which was 
soon to be an afghan and was about 
half completed. Out the door she went, 
unraveling around trees and everything 
else in the back yard with us chasing and 
screaming. Thank God for underground 

dog fences.
When things got too bad, out the door for 

cool down. We live along a busy highway so 
you really have to keep your dog contained.

But years went by and we all became a 
family. We had our moments, like all families.

If I didn’t get up to take Baby out, I would 
get barked at. She had a way of shaking her 
head at you when she was upset with you.

When she was about 4 years old, we got 
a black Lab mix named Doo Dah. I had an 
extra collar for the fence. Baby seemed to 
train him.

She would have been 12 years old this Oc-
tober. We always took good care of our pets 
vet-wise, but she started to fail in her health. 
We had to put her on a blanket and drag her 
out so she could use the bathroom.

On June 16, 2015, the decision was made 
to have her put down. We buried her on the 
place. It was the hardest decision we ever 
had to make.

— Jess Wood of Coolville, Ohio

Radar and 
Sugar

I would 
like to tell you 
about my two 
favorite pets. 
One I rescued 
four years ago 
from Sierras 
Haven, a no-kill 

shelter that has saved a lot 
of lives. The other one I rescued one year ago.

The one from Sierras Haven is Radar. He 
has had both front legs broken and had to 
have hip surgery all before he was 1 year old.

The other dog I rescued is Sugar. She was 
in a cage with a pit bull. The family moved and 
took the pit bull and left Sugar.

Radar and Sugar get along together.
— Mary Blackburn 

of Portsmouth, Ohio

they say a dog lives in the moment, so 
we are going to make every moment 
count.

him so much, especially his brother, 

grabbed my wife’s yarn, which was 
soon to be an afghan and was about 
half completed. Out the door she went, 
unraveling around trees and everything 

Haven, a no-kill 

Andy

Radar & Sugar
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By Jane Beathard

ATHENS, Ohio — From a tiny 
office in the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resource’s Athens 
office, wildlife biologist Mike 
Tonkovich crunches piles of 
data in support of an $853 
million Ohio industry — deer 
hunting.

As the agency’s deer 
program administrator, it’s 
Tonkovich’s job to keep tabs 
on hundreds of thousands of 
whitetails scattered across all 
88 counties. He monitors their 
numbers, location and overall 
condition.

In the language of wildlife 
conservation, Tonkovich and 
fellow ODNR biologist Clint Mc-
Coy “manage” the state’s deer 
herd.

It’s no easy job.
Using county-by-county 

“bag” or kill limits and permits 
to take antlerless deer, they 
strive to balance the needs of 
Ohio’s 75,000 farmers with the 
desires of its 350,000 licensed 
hunters — 85 percent of whom 
pursue deer in the fall and 
winter.

Those needs and desires are 
generally at odds, with farmers 
wanting no deer munching their 
row crops and hunters hoping to 
sight a deer behind every tree.

“I aspire to have equal 
numbers of hunters and farmers 
disliking me,” Tonkovich said, 
only half joking.

The biologists must also 
weigh the fervor of wildlife 
enthusiasts against the disdain 
of insurance industry executives 
who pay out millions of dollars 
annually in claims for deer-
vehicle crashes.

“We need to know how 
many deer people want (or 
will tolerate) on the landscape,” 
Tonkovich said. “The challenge 
is getting to that number and 
maintaining it.”

He shys away from setting an 
estimate on the total number of 
whitetails in Ohio, saying it is 
irrelevant.

One thing is certain: There 

are more in Ohio now than a 
century ago.

According to the national 
Quality Deer Management 
Association, deer were abun-
dant in the state until about 
1870. After that, farming and 
the clearing of southern and 
eastern forests decimated deer 
habitat, making survival virtu-
ally impossible.

Scioto County reported its 
last deer killed in 1895, and the 
species was labeled extirpated, 
or destroyed, throughout the 
state in 1904.

A turnaround began in 1919 
when nine does and one buck 
were imported and penned at 
Roosevelt Game Preserve in 
Scioto County. Over the next 
12 years, state conservationists 
added to that number by ob-
taining deer from Illinois, Penn-
sylvania and private sources for 
the preserve.

At the same time, state of-
ficials worked to reforest south-
ern and eastern Ohio in order 
to salvage the timber industry 
and create wildlife-friendly 
habitat.

In 1932, fences at the Roo-
sevelt facility were purposely 
removed, releasing a reproduc-
tive herd of 1,000 whitetails into 
surrounding woodlands. Less-
public restockings took place 
elsewhere around Ohio.

Nature took its course thanks 
to good genetics and plentiful 
food sources. By 1943, the state 
was ready for limited hunting in 
Pike, Adams and Scioto coun-
ties.

That year, hunters harvested 
168 deer. Only one hunter in 50 
met with success. In 2014-15, 
hunters took 191,459 deer. One 
in three was successful, Tonkov-
ich noted.

But reintroduction success 
brought different problems, and 
biologists now fret about the 
future of Ohio’s deer herd.

“Overall quality is lower than 
it used to be,” he said.

He attributes the decline to 
many factors, including aging 
forests in southern counties and 

A balancing act
Tonkovich manages Ohio’s deer herd

older, fewer big bucks state-
wide.

Eventually, these factors 
may impact the bottom lines 
of local outfitters, restaurants, 
hotels, gas stations, butcher 
shops and campgrounds that 
serve hunters. Many are off the 
beaten path and pin their profits 
to dollars generated between 
September and February when 
hunters are afield.

It comes down to a matter of 
quality verses quantity: more 

deer verses fewer, bigger deer, 
Tonkovich believes.

In December, the ODNR dis-
patched surveys to 19,000 hunt-
ers to see which they prefer.

That means Tonkovich and 
McCoy will soon have more 
numbers to crunch.

“Our busiest time of year is 
between December and Febru-
ary,” Tonkovich said. “That’s 
when the data comes in and 
everyone wants to know the 
results.”

QUICK FACTS:
• Deer are Ohio’s only big-game animals.
• The statewide economic impact of deer hunting 
is $853 million.
• There were about 275,000 resident deer hunters 
in 2014, the fifth-highest number in the nation.
• The number of out-of-state hunters who traveled 
to Ohio in 2014 was about 37,000.
• The number of statewide deer-vehicle crashes in 
2014 was 19,705, including four fatalities.
• The average insurance claim of a deer-vehicle 
crash was $4,000 in 2014.
• The first modern deer hunt was in 1943 in Scioto, 
Adams and Pike counties.
• The first statewide deer hunt was in 1956.
• The number of deer harvested in the 2014-15 
season was 191,459.
* From the ODNR and Ohio Insurance Institute.
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Travel with a ‘paw-pose’
By Michael Johnson

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — Dan Drennan’s 
voice crackles over the outdoor public ad-
dress system at the Gallia-Meigs Regional 
Airport as he gives his fl ight ID and loca-
tion. It’s a heavy overcast day, with a slight 
breeze drifting in from the north that made 
the day seem more fall-like than winter. It’s 
the kind of weather that may make some pi-
lots think twice about taking to the friendly 
skies.

It’s 11 a.m. and suddenly, a pair of lights 
breaks through the heavy cloud cover just 
north of the airport. It’s Drennan’s red and 
white Piper PA-28 Cherokee, which had 
departed Buffalo-Lancaster (N.Y.) Regional 
Airport three hours earlier.

This is no pleasure fl ight. Drennan ar-
rived in southeastern Ohio specifi cally to 
pick up a few important passengers.

The passengers on this late November 
day included a boxer and several of her 
pups, a basset hound and a poodle mix. If 
Drennan had not fl own down to pick them 
up, the dogs would have been destined for 
euthanization.

Drennan fl ies recreationally with the 
Western New York Pilots Club, but when 
he’s making rescue fl ights like this to south-
eastern Ohio, it’s as a representative of Pi-
lots N Paws, a nonprofi t group that matches 
private pilots to rescues that need a hand in 
transporting animals from high-kill facilities 
to “forever” homes in the Buffalo area.

“I saw (an advertisement for Pilots N 
Paws) in a fl ight publication and it gave me 
a place to go, a reason for fl ying,” Drennan 
said during a recent fl ight to Gallipolis. “It 
just grew. I started off fl ying one dog here, 
one dog there. The requests became more 
frequent and I starting fl ying more passen-
gers. I fl y however many passengers I can 
fi t in my plane.”

Drennan emphasized that he only fl ies for 
rescues, not dog breeders or “anything to 
do with profi t.”

In August 2015, Drennan transported a 
personal fl ying record of 27 animals at one 
time to western New York. Since becom-
ing a pilot with Pilots N Paws, Drennan has 
rescued an estimated 400 to 500 animals 
from many different areas.

Before each rescue fl ight, Drennan 
removes the rear seats to accommodate his 
canine passengers’ kennels, or crates as he 
calls them.

In southeastern Ohio, Drennan usually 
receives his passengers via members of 
Friends of Gallia County’s Animals, a local 
volunteer animal rescue group that works to 
prevent “unnecessary euthanasia of home-

less animals and promote responsible ani-
mal care,” according to its Facebook page.

He communicates with the group, as well 
as other rescues, via the Internet and his 
Facebook page, which contains hundreds 
of photos from his various fl ights around the 
region. The furthest he’s fl own, he said, was 
to Richmond, Va., and Norfolk, Va. He also 
makes frequent fl ights to various locations 
in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, as 
well as Gallipolis and southeastern Ohio.

“The range of the airplane is fi ve hours 
of fuel, and we don’t want to get to our des-
tination on empty tanks, so I limit fl ights to 
three or 3 1/2 hours,” Drennan said.

“I’ve driven (to Gallipolis) for dogs in the 
winter when I couldn’t make it by fl ight,” he 
said. “It’s an eight- or nine-hour drive from 
my house, so fl ying cuts it down signifi cant-
ly for myself and the dogs.”

Drennan said rescuing dogs that are des-
tined for death makes it all worthwhile.

“Most of the dogs I come to Ohio to get 
are … their situation is dire. They’re going 
to be put down, so I’m willing to take them 
up to Buffalo,” he said. “The rescues are the 
ones that do all the work; we (pilots) have 
all the fun.”

Drennan said adopting dogs is much 
easier in western New York. Buffalo’s metro-
politan population is 1.14 million people — 
more than enough to fi nd good homes for 
southeastern Ohio’s wayward dogs.

When Drennan isn’t fl ying, he operates 
and performs repairs on an unmanned 
power plant in Lancaster, N.Y.

“There are days when I must be there, 
but I have a lot of fl exibility in my schedule 

(to fl y for Pilots N Paws),” he said.
Drennan said he has little problem with 

the animals. Once they get into their ken-
nels and settle in, they’ll sleep for most of 
the fl ight.

While in fl ight, Drennan is constantly 
cognizant of his passengers’ welfare.

“I try to fl y between cloud layers be-
cause the air is a little smoother. I stay out 
of the clouds when I can because clouds 
always have bumps to them,” he said.

Drennan said none of his passengers has 
ever tried to bite him, but almost all of them 
experience in-fl ight digestive issues.

“We just want to get them to a safe place. 
The dogs are all scared because they’ve 
come from a bad situation. They don’t know 
where they’re going, what’s happening,” he 
said. “They’re sometimes reluctant to go 
into the crate. Then, when you get them up 
(to New York), they’re reluctant to get out of 
the crate.”

Drennan has fl own brain-damaged dogs 
to a sanctuary in Vermont, and he once 
visited Gallipolis on Mother’s Day 2013 to 
rescue a blind female dog and her pups.

“How can you say ‘no’ to that on Mother’s 
Day?”

That’s what motivates Drennan to do 
what he does — being a humanitarian and 
rescuing animals that otherwise have no 
chance.

“The beautiful thing about dogs … if 
they’re missing a leg or eyes or whatever, 
they don’t care. They still do what they do,” 
he said. “They’re incredibly loyal. I’d trust 
a dog before I’d trust a person. I can’t say 
enough about dogs.”

Connie 
Jones, of 
Friends 
of Gallia 
County’s 
Animals, 
hands 
over a dog 
to Dan 
Drennan, 
a member 
of Pilots 
N Paws, a 
group of 
volunteer 
pilots that 
provides 
transporta-
tion to ani-
mal rescue 
shelters.

Photo by 
Michael 
Johnson
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Advanced Technology 
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Experience, Reliability, and Consistency Matters 

We can not only treat , 
but help diagnose 
your cancer  as well.

We care about you

Adams County 
Cancer Center 

285 Medical Center Dr.  | Seaman, OH 45679

(937) 386-0000
adamscountycancercenter.com

Clermont County 
Cancer Center 

4402 Hartman Ln.  | Batavia, OH 45103

(513) 735-4442
clermontcountycancercenter.com

Board Certified Staff

3 LOCATIONS

60616310A

Chemotherapy 
and Radiation 

Under one roof

Scioto County Cancer Center 
915 10th Street, Portsmouth, OH 45662

(740) 355-1234
sciotocountycancercenter.com

To Better Serve You
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Sending dresses,

By Lorna Hart

POMEROY, Ohio — Last sum-
mer, a notice in the bulletin of 
Pomeroy’s Trinity Congregation-
al Church caught the attention 
of several of its members.

Little Dresses for Africa would 
begin at Point Pleasant Episco-
pal Church, the notice read, and 
anyone interested was invited to 
see their operations.

Several women from Trinity 
were curious to learn more. 
Lynn Werner and April Smith 
accepted the offer and joined 
Rita Matthew and other Epis-
copal Church members for 
breakfast.

They learned that Little 
Dresses for Africa is a project 
to make dresses using pillow 
cases that are distributed to 
little girls, primarily in African 
villages, but also other coun-
tries in crisis.

According to the nonprofi t 
organization, there are several 
reasons pillowcases are the 
best choice: they are readily 
available, the hem is already in 
the material, and they come in 
all sizes and colors. The cases 
make a great starting point 
for a simple and quick sewing 
project.

Founded by Rachel O’Neill 
and headquartered in Brown-
stown, Mich., in suburban De-
troit, Little Dresses for Africa is 
a registered nonprofi t Christian 
organization. Volunteers from all 
50 states, as well as Australia, 
Canada, the United Kingdom 
and Singapore, have joined. 
Some volunteers sew while 
others donate their time and 
money to support the effort.

Once volunteers complete 
the dresses, Little Dresses for 
Africa makes arrangements for 
the pieces to be sent with mis-
sion teams or mailed directly to 
verifi ed communities.

LITTLE DRESSES 
FOR AFRICA
Address: 24614 
Curtis Drive, 
Brownstown, MI 
48134
Phone: 734-637-9064
Email: rachel@
littledresses
forafrica.com
Website: 
littledresses
forafrica.org
Twitter: twitter.com/
racheloneill

This is one of April Smith’s favorite recipes. She has 
also made the sliders for one of the ladies’ lunches.

HAM SLIDERS
Ingredients:
2 packages (12 rolls per package) sweet Hawaiian 

rolls
1 1/2 pounds Virginia ham (NOT honey ham)
12 slices Swiss cheese
1 stick real butter
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
Directions:

Preheat oven to 375 F.
Place the bottoms of 12 rolls in each of the 2 9-by-11 

pans. Place ham, about 2 shaved slices or so, on the 
rolls. Cut the cheese slices into 4 parts and place 2 
small pieces on each sandwich. Put the dinner roll 
tops on.

In a saucepan, heat butter, Worcestershire sauce, 
onion powder and garlic powder until butter is melted. 
Brush the melted mixture over the ham sandwiches.

Bake for 15 minutes or until cheese is melted. These 
can also be made in advance, just cover with foil and 
refrigerate for 1 hour or overnight.

Pictured holding the dresses are Lynn Werner, 
Jean Powell, Carol Adams, April Smith, Gay 
Perrin, Carolyn Thomas, Dean Barnitz, Judy 
Jewell, Ellie Blaettnar and Emma Powell.

sending hope
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Love is in 
the air!

Twisted Sisters Boutique
60633102

Happy Valentines Day

418 Main St
Point Pleasant, WV 25550

304-675-3400

Siders Jewelers
2145 Eastern Ave # H
Gallipolis, OH 45631

740- 446-3283

Ellie 
Blaettnar, 

left, teaches 
Emma Powell 

to cut arm 
holes in the 

cases.

Their mission is to provide 
relief to children of Africa and 
beyond. To many of these 
young girls, it is more than just a 
dress — it is a sign that some-
one cared enough to make 
one for them. It is the hope of 
Little Dresses that by delivering 
dresses to these young girls, 
a seed will be planted in their 
hearts, in the name of Jesus, that 
they are worthy.

On July 23, 2014, women of 
Trinity Church began their fi rst 
project. Joined by Episcopal 
Church members Matthew, 
July McWhorther and Becky 
Wood, of Point Pleasant, and 
Mary Hendricks, of Mason, the 
women learned the steps in 
making the dresses.

Moving from station to station, 
one volunteer cuts the arm hole 
in the case, then passes it to the 
next person who then presses 
the top to make a casing. Next 
comes someone to sew the 
casing, then elastic is threaded 
through that casing. The case 
is passed to have the ends of 
the elastic sewn before it goes 
to the person who pins the bias 
tape around the arm hole. A col-
orful pocket is added. The fi nal 
step is to iron the dress.

After completing 10 dresses, 
the group members said they 
felt they were beginning to “get 

the hang of it.”
In 2015, the ladies had made 

more than 300 dresses.
The team includes Werner, 

Carol Adams, Gay Perrin, Caro-
lyn Thomas, Judy Jewell, Dean 
Barnitz, Ellie Blaettnar, Emma 
Powell, Jean Powell, Smith, Barb 
Weeks, Donna Nelson, Dee 
Hysell, Kathy Hysell and Debbie 
Finlaw.

It should be noted that sew-
ing isn’t a requirement. Dee 
Hysell,who admits she cannot 
sew, instead prepares lunch for 
the workers. Attendance is also 
not required as Weeks makes 
the pockets for the dresses at 
her home.

The group acquires materials 
from various sources and dona-
tions are always appreciated. A 
hotel donated several slightly 
used pillowcases. Thrift stores 
are scoured for cases and 
fabric. Others have contributed 
material they have at home.

With warm smiles, they 
pointed out all the completed 
dresses hanging in the church 
sanctuary. Even though the 
women who have given their 
time and talent to assemble the 
dresses will probably never 
meet the girls whose lives are 
touched by receiving them, 
they say it is enough for them to 
know they made a difference.
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Out & About Compiled by Lora Abernathy

ATHENS COUNTY, OH
Feb. 4

“For the Love of Athens,” a smart device photo exhibit, 6:30 p.m., 
ARTS West Performing Arts Facility, 132 W. State St., Athens.
Feb. 10

“Vocalosity,” 7:30 p.m., Ohio University’s Templeton-Blackburn 
Alumni Memorial Auditorium. Call 740-593-1780 or visit ohio.edu.
April 7

“Million Dollar Quartet,” 7:30 p.m., Ohio University’s Templeton-
Blackburn Alumni Memorial Auditorium. Call 740-593-1780 or visit 
ohio.edu.

BOYD COUNTY, KY
Feb. 20

“A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline,” 7:30 p.m., Paramount Arts 
Center, 1300 Winchester Ave., Ashland. Call 606-324-0007 or visit 
paramountartscenter.com.
March 5

“MJ LIVE,” the No. 1 Michael Jackson tribute concert in the world, 
7:30 p.m., Paramount Arts Center, 1300 Winchester Ave., Ashland. 
Call 606-324-0007 or visit paramountartscenter.com.
March 18-19

“Peter Pan,” 7:30 p.m., presented by the Paramount Players, 1300 
Winchester Ave., Ashland. Call 606-324-0007 or visit paramoun-
tartscenter.com.

CABELL COUNTY, WV
Feb. 13

Huntington Symphony Orchestra presents “Mardi Gras/Hunting-
ton Style,” Charley’s Harley Davidson, 408 Fourth St., Huntington. 
Call 304-781-8343 or visit www.huntingtonsymphony.org.
Feb. 21

“Molly Ringwald Revisits ‘The Breakfast Club,’” 3 p.m., Keith 
Albee Theater, 925 Fourth Ave., Huntington. Join Ringwald for a 
30th-anniversary screening of “The Breakfast Club,” along with a 
discussion and Q&A with the actress. Call 304-696-6656 or visit 
marshall.edu/muartistseries.
Feb. 26-March 3

Spring International Film Festival, Keith Albee Theater, 925 Fourth 
Ave., Huntington. Visit marshall.edu/muartistseries.
March 1

Harlem Globetrotters, 7 p.m., Big Sandy Superstore Arena, 1 
Civic Center Drive, Huntington. Call 800-745-3000 or visit bigsan-
dyarena.com.
March 9

The Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra performs, 7:30 p.m., Keith 
Albee Theater, 925 Fourth Ave., Huntington. Visit marshall.edu/
muartistseries.
March 12

“A River Runs Through It,” presented by the Huntington Sym-
phony Orchestra, 7:30 p.m. Call 304-781-8343 or visit huntington-
symphony.org.

GALLIA COUNTY, OH
Feb. 21

Black history celebration, 2-4 p.m., 428 Second Ave., Gallipolis. 
Call 740-446-2787 (ARTS), email bryankfowler@rocketmail.com or 
visit arieltheatre.org.

Bob Evans’ Easter Down on the Farm is set for March 19 in Rio Grande.

March 5
Eighth Annual Southeast Ohio Tourism and Business Expo, 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m., University of Rio Grande, Lyne Center, corner of E. 
College and Ridge avenues, Rio Grande. Call 740-446-6882 or visit 
visitgallia.com.
March 19

Easter Down on the Farm, 1-3 p.m., Bob Evans Farm, 10854 state 
Route 588, Rio Grande. Call 800-994-3276 or visit bobevans.com.
March 26

“String into Spring!” with Janice Martin, 7:30 p.m., Ariel-Ann Car-
son Dater Performing Arts Centre, 428 Second Ave., Gallipolis. Call 
740-446-2787 (ARTS) or visit arieltheatre.org.

MEIGS COUNTY, OH
March 16

Hurl and Friends with special guest Jorma, Fur Peace Ranch, 
39495 St. Clair Road, Pomeroy. Call 740-992-6228, email tickets@
furpeaceranch.com or visit furpeaceranch.com.
March 19

SOLD OUT. Hot Tuna performs, Fur Peace Ranch, 39495 St. Clair 
Road, Pomeroy. Call 740-992-6228, email tickets@furpeaceranch.
com or visit furpeaceranch.com.
April 9

SOLD OUT. Campbell and Teresa Williams perform, Fur Peace 
Ranch, 39495 St. Clair Road, Pomeroy. Call 740-992-6228, email 
tickets@furpeaceranch.com or visit furpeaceranch.com.
April 17

SOLD OUT. GE Smith and special guest perform, Fur Peace 
Ranch, 39495 St. Clair Road, Pomeroy. Call 740-992-6228, email 
tickets@furpeaceranch.com or visit furpeaceranch.com.
April 23

Jim Kweskin and Meredith Axelrod Quartet perform, Fur Peace 
Ranch, 39495 St. Clair Road, Pomeroy. Call 740-992-6228, email 
tickets@furpeaceranch.com or visit furpeaceranch.com.

PIKE COUNTY, OH
Feb. 13

Pancake Day with Sue and John Hillger, and Ora Anderson and 
the Histories of Wayne and Vinton Forests presentation by Wayne 
Lashbrook, 11 a.m., presented by the Southern Ohio Forestry As-
sociation. Visit ohiosofa.com.
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ROSS COUNTY, OH
Feb. 14

The 23rd Annual Chocolate Fantasy, noon-3 p.m., Bishop Flaget 
School, 570 Parsons Ave., Chillicothe. Tickets will be available at the 
door. Advance tickets are available by contacting Wayne Holland at 
hollandthefl ea@yahoo.com.
Feb. 27

Motown Sounds of Touch, 7 p.m., Majestic Theatre, 45 E. Second 
St., Chillicothe. Touch was a fi nalist on the television show, “The 
Winner.” The group performs songs from artists such as the Four 
Tops, Earth, 
Wind & 
Fire, Marvin 
Gaye, 
Smokey 
Robinson 
and the Mir-
acles, Stevie 
Wonder and 
the Jackson 
5. Local 
talent also 
will provide 
entertain-
ment. Call 
740-772-
2041.
March 5

State-
hood Day at 
Adena Man-
sion and 
Gardens, 
8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., 847 
Adena Road, 
Chillicothe. 
Admission 
for this spe-
cial event is 
offered at 
no cost. The museum and grounds will also be open. Call 800-319-
7248, 740-772-1500 or visit adenamansion.com.
March 12

“Ceade Mile Failte” means “100,000 welcomes.” Join The Drowsy 
Lads at this night of fun, music, dance, food and drink. A silent auc-
tion will be held, and all proceeds will benefi t The Scioto Society, 
producers of the outdoor drama, “Tecumseh!” Cocktails at 6 p.m., 
dinner at 7 p.m., show at 8:30 p.m., St. Peters School Hall, 118 
Church St., Chillicothe. Call 740-775-4100.
March 12

Urban Comedy Show, 8 p.m., Majestic Theatre, 45 E. Second St., 
Chillicothe. Adult themes and content. Call 740-772-2041.
March 13

Annual Coin Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Christopher Conference 
Center, 20 N. Plaza Blvd., Chillicothe. Sponsored by the Chillicothe 
Coin Club.

March 19 and 26
Scrapbooking Crop at Adena Mansion and Gardens, 847 Adena 

Road, Chillicothe. Reservations are required, as space is limited. 
Cost is $55 per person, per event. Call 740-772-1500 or visit ad-
enamansion.com.

SCIOTO COUNTY
Feb. 1

The Polish Baltic Philharmonic Orchestra, 7:30 p.m., Vern Riffe 
Center for the Arts, 940 Second St., Portsmouth. Call 740-351-3600, 
email info@vrcfa.com or visit vrcfa.com.
Feb. 6

Ellen Vetter Chocolate Walk. Enjoy walking and/or riding through 
Portsmouth while collecting chocolates at various locations. Tickets 
are available at the Main Street Portsmouth offi ce inside the wel-
come center. Call 740-464-0203.
Feb. 20

Pancake Breakfast Social presented by the Shawnee Nature 
Club. Meet at Fort Shawnee Restaurant on U.S. 52 in Buena Vista at 
8:30 a.m., and later tour Ron Richards’ sugar shack at 417 Upper 
Twin Creek Road. Call Jenny Richards at 740-858-6652.
Feb. 24-27

“Evita,” 7:30 p.m., Vern Riffe Center for the Arts, 940 Second St., 
Portsmouth. Call 740-351-3600, email info@vrcfa.com or visit vrcfa.
com.
Feb. 26-28

Avenue School Edition presented by the Portsmouth Area Arts 
Council, PACT Theatre, 614 Third St., Portsmouth. A puppet-fi lled 
comedy follows a group of 20-somethings seeking their purpose in 
big-city life. Call 740-351-3642.
March 12

Shamrock Shuffl e 5K. Call Luanne Valentine at Community Action 
at 740-354-7541.
March 14

“Million Dollar Quartet,” 7:30 p.m., Vern Riffe Center for the Arts, 
940 Second St., Portsmouth. Call 740-351-3600, email info@vrcfa.
com or visit vrcfa.com.
March 19

“Dancing With Our Stars” at the SOMC Friends Community Cen-
ter. Call the American Red Cross at 740-354-3293.
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The offi  ce of Thomas Worthington, Ohio’s sixth governor, at 
his Adena Mansion. On March 5, the historic property will 
celebrate Statehood Day.
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after having looked you in the 
face, you should go home and 

examine your conscience.”
— Woodrow Wilson

Photo courtesy of Mandy Unger of Seaman, Ohio

And one 
more 
thought...
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MorgaN
BroTHErS
J E W E L E R S

739 Fifth Street • Portsmouth, Oh | Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:00, Sat. 10:00-3:00, Closed Sunday

Since 1948, the  Morgan family has set 
the standard of  excellence in gems & 
jewelry, making every piece a treasure.

MAKE EVERYTHING 

SPARKLE!

%

A Flawless Reputation for Quality 
Assurance, Good Value and Tradition

since 1948

Light up
the Night!
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