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Wheelersburg Pirates 5

Portsmouth Trojans 8

South Webster Jeeps 12

Minford Falcons 15

West Portsmouth Senators 18

Valley Indians 22

Notre Dame Titans 26

Northwest Mohawks 30

Clay Panthers 33

East Tartans 36

Green Bobcats 39

New Boston Tigers 42

Oak Hill Oaks 44

Eastern Eagles 45

Ironton Tigers 46

Greenup County Musketeers 47

Shawnee State Bears 48

The Daily Times is happy to bring our 
readers the spring Sports Preview 
including Photos and Rosters as 
available at the time of Publication.

‘Burg back to 
contend in ‘17
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

When a benchmark or a standard 
is set, it can be a difficult task for 
the players in said program to live 
up to the tradition of the past teams 
that have taken the diamond for the 
Wheelersburg Pirates.

But lo and behold, the baseball pro-
gram at Wheelersburg has managed 
to continue to live up to the standard 
that has been set throughout Michael 
Estep’s tenure with the group.

Since 2008, the Pirates have won a 
district championship in every season 
— winning back-to-back state titles in 

2012 and 2013 during that timespan 
— in arguably proving themselves as 
the flagship program in the Southeast 
District.

And with a good bit of talent 
returning from a 24-7 unit that went 
to the regional semifinals in 2016, 
Estep is confident in Wheelersburg’s 
possibilities to end up right back in 
the same position in 2017.

“I always believe that for any team 
to have success, it starts on the 
mound,” Estep said. “As you coach 
more, you try to simply things a little 

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

See PIrAtES | 5

BaSEBall ROSTER
Number ............................Name .....................................................Grade
26 .......................................Alex Thompson ........................................ 12
1 ..........................................JJ Stamper............................................... 12
22 .......................................Kaleb Coleman ........................................ 12
30 .......................................Kaden Coleman ....................................... 12
5 .........................................Nick Marvin .............................................. 12
28 .......................................Cole Darnell ............................................. 12
7 ..........................................Brandon Denney ...................................... 12
3 .........................................Jaydren Guthrie ....................................... 11
9 .........................................Xander Carmichael .................................. 11
18 ........................................Cole Dyer ................................................. 11
19 ........................................Luke May .................................................. 11
20 .......................................Matt Marshall ........................................... 11
21 ........................................Cameron Howard..................................... 11
15 ........................................Evan Dahm ............................................... 10
4 .........................................Trey Carter ............................................... 10
11 ........................................Athan Temponeras .................................. 10
2 .........................................Connor Mullins ........................................ 10
10 ........................................Jalen Miller............................................... 10
13 ........................................Lane Charles ............................................ 9
9 .........................................Brayden Cooper ....................................... 9
2 .........................................Bryce Robnett .......................................... 9
5 .........................................Will Darling ............................................... 9
20 .......................................Brady Warren ........................................... 9
3 .........................................Tanner Stevenson .................................... 9
38 .......................................Jarrett Stamper ....................................... 9
21 ........................................Bryant Montavon ..................................... 9
15 ........................................Josiah Ricendollar ................................... 9
24 .......................................Drew Blair ................................................ 9
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WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

more, and make a simple mes-
sage of goals that are attain-
able. For us, it’s about throw-
ing strikes on the mound, 
making routine plays in the 
field, and coming up with 
timely offense at the plate or 
on the basepaths. this team 
has the ingredients to do all 
three of those things. the guys 
that are in the middle of our 
lineup have the ability to drive 
the ball and produce the runs 
necessary, it’s just a matter of 
consistently putting at-bats 
together and seeing some 
live pitching a little bit more. 
Hopefully, some of those guys 
can get into a groove as we get 
more reps in.”

In the field, Wheelersburg, 
as usual, has a litany of experi-
enced players back in the fold 
as the Pirates prepare to make 
another run with a core group 
of guys.

Xander Carmichael, who 
was a Second-team All-SOC 
honoree last season, will be 
the general behind the dish for 
Wheelersburg. Cole Darnell 
and trey Carter will each see 
time at first base depending 

on who is pitching, while 
JJ Stamper, Luke May, and 
Connor Mullins will fight for 
playing time at second. Jalen 
Miller and Evan Dahm are 
expected to be the primary 
contenders at the shortstop 
position, while Dahm, Cole 
Dyer, Alex thompson and 
Matt Marshall will rotate the 
third base responsibilities.

As for the outfield slots, 
they’ll be made up of a com-
bination that includes Carter, 
Brandon Denney, Cameron 
Howard, Athan temponeras, 
Kaden Coleman, Nick Marvin, 
and Jaydren Guthrie. Denney 
and Coleman will mainly see 
time in left field and center 
field, respectively, while 
Carter, Marvin, and Guthrie 
will play exclusively in right. 
Howard and temponeras, 
a junior and a sophomore, 
respectively, are expected to 
see time all around the grass 
for the Pirates.

Estep has especially high on 
temponeras’ improvements 
as a player, and expects the 
sophomore to be a heavy con-
tributor not only in the field, 
but at the plate, as well.

“Athan has really made 

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............Time ............Opponent ......................location
3/25 .............5:00 ..............Jonathan Alder ............... VA
3/29 .............5:00 ..............South Webster ................ Away
3/31 ..............5:00 ..............South Webster ................ Home
4/1 ................3:00..............Adena .............................. VA
4/3 ...............5:00 ..............Waverly ........................... Away
4/5 ...............5:00 ..............Waverly ........................... Home
4/6 ...............6:00 .............Bishop Watterson ........... VA
4/7 ...............5:00 ..............Valley ............................... Away
4/8 ...............12:00 ............Portsmouth..................... Home
4/10 .............5:00 ..............Valley ............................... Home
4/11 ..............5:30 ..............Greenup Co. .................... Home
4/12 ..............5:00 ..............Northwest ....................... Away
4/13 ..............5:00 ..............Northwest ....................... Home
4/14 ..............8:00 .............Point Pleasant ................ Away
4/17 ..............5:00 ..............West ................................ Home
4/18..............5:00 ..............West ................................ Away
4/19..............5:15 ...............Greenup Co. .................... Away
4/20 .............5:00 ..............Greenup Co. .................... Away
4/21 ..............5:00 ..............Oak Hill ............................ Home
4/22 .............TBA ...............Greenup .......................... Away
4/24 .............5:00 ..............Oak Hill ............................ Away
4/26 .............5:00 ..............Minford ........................... Away
4/28 .............5:00 ..............Minford ........................... Home
4/29 .............11:00 ............Jackson ........................... Away
5/2 ...............6:00 .............Portsmouth..................... Away
5/8 ...............TBA ...............Greenup Co. .................... Away

PIrAtES, continued from 4

Photo courtesy of Ruth Boll
Cole Darnell warms up to pitch. Cole Dyer, Jalen Miller, Trey Carter and JJ 
Stamper (R to l) watch.

some improvements as an 
outfielder,” Estep said. “He 
swings a pretty aggressive bat, 
as well.”

the pitching depth, how-
ever, is what really separates 
Wheelersburg from the pack.

In addition to Carter, Dahm, 
Darnell, Denney, Guthrie, Mar-
vin, Marshall, Miller, Mullins, 
and Kaden Coleman — who 
will be the team’s ace — for 
2017, Kaleb Coleman will also 
contribute heavily to the fold.

“Kaden’s a really good catch-
er, too,” Estep said. “However, 
because he’s also going to be 
our No. 1 arm coming back, 
we’re going to have to save his 
legs a bit and keep him on the 
mound. I saw that coming last 
year. It was tough to explain 
to Kaden, but we really didn’t 
want our No. 1 option to be 
playing at catcher. the squat-

ting just takes the legs away 
from you, which is an impor-
tant part when you pitch, and 
the squatting is a reoccurring 
thing throughout the course of 
a game. It just adds rigors to 
your arm, and from the upper 
and lower half combined, it’s 
just not a very smart situation 
to get yourself into for the 
safety of a young man.”

With another talented core 
set up all around the field for 
the Wheelersburg Pirates, it’s 
no surprise that Estep is look-
ing fold to kicking off the 2017 
campaign.

“We’re excited,” Estep said. 
“We definitely have some 
returners and some pitching 
depth. I’m really anxious to 
see how these guys perform in 
game situations.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7
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‘Burg looks to keep ship rolling
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

repeating a rare feat or 
accomplishment is always great 
to see for a program that is 
setting a new bar of excellence 
year after year.

Since becoming the coach of 
the Wheelersburg Lady Pirates’ 
softball program, teresa ruby 
and her Lady Pirates have gone 
from an SOC II frontrunner 
to a program that is one of the 
state’s most renown softball 
programs.

Now, a new challenge will 
await the heavily armed ship 
that is Wheelersburg - defend-
ing its Division III State Cham-
pionship as the hunted party 
- rather than pursuing one as 
the hunters.

However, ruby has experi-
ence in trying to successfully 
repeat - she once did so as a 
high schooler herself when Clay 
went back-to-back in 1980 and 
1981 in her junior and senior 
seasons - capping off a career 
that saw ruby go to the state’s 
final four in each of her four 
years as a player.

And there’s no doubt that the 
experience of being in a similar 
situation before can only help 
Wheelersburg in its attempt 
to not only obtain an OHSAA 
State Final Four berth at the 
Division III realm for the third 
year in a row, but in making 
sure that the Lady Pirates are 
the flagship program in Division 
III by repeating.

But as with anything, accom-
plishing a goal is a process.

“It’s not an easy process, and 
a lot of things have to go right,” 
ruby said. “the good thing 
is that we have seven return-
ing seniors, so leadership and 
experience will be positives for 

us. We realize that we will have 
a target on our backs, and as a 
result, we’ll have to bring our 
‘A’ game everyday. When you 
get down to it, however, it’s 
really about the same approach 
that you have every season. 
Last year was a great ride, and 
obviously, a huge accomplish-
ment for our program, but this 
is 2017, and you need to start 
from Step A like we always 
have, every single game, every 
single day.”

And it all starts with their 
immensely talented hand in the 
circle.

Now a three-year ace on the 
rubber, Faith Howard will enter 
her senior campaign as arguably 
the Lady Pirates’ most deco-
rated pitching talent in school 
history - before the year’s even 
started.

the latest top-flight arm out 
of Wheelersburg will head to 
Northern Kentucky following 
the season, but first, she’ll look 
to cap off a career, which has 
included a 56-4 record and an 
0.95 ErA last season, in style 
with a state championship. 
Howard brings excellent control 
and pitching command to the 
table.

As talented and as decorated 
as Howard is, one would have 
quite a debate on their hands 
if they were to decifer whether 
the senior flamethrower or the 
Lady Pirates’ shortstop, Kalle 
Coleman, is the better talent.

that above point is obviously 
not something that Coleman, 
Howard, or the rest of the 
Wheelersburg unit is concerned 
with, but Coleman, a Morehead 
State University signee, is the 
ultimate description of a spark-
plug in all three phases of the 
game with her gamebreaking 
speed and her immensely solid 

hitting and fielding abilities.
If a .570 batting average, 

along with nine home runs, 37 
rBI, 11 doubles, four triples, 
and a 1.030 slugging percentage 
doesn’t prove that, nothing will. 
Her defensive flexibility is also 
proven in her new role, as Cole-
man will take over shortstop 
duties from the recently gradu-
ated Michal Cunningham.

the talent, however, doesn’t 
stop there.

Breanna Klaiber, a Long 
Island University signee, will 
man the hot corner at third 
base. Kasey Bergen, a star 
catcher for Wheelersburg 
last year en route to All-SOC 
Second-team honors, returns 
behind the plate to give the 
Lady Pirates the most potent 
pitching-catching duo around.

Upperclassmen taylor 
McQuay (second base), Sarah 
Claxon (first base) - who also 

provides a talented arm on the 
mound - and Mia Darnell, who 
will play a utility role, complete 
a vastly experienced infield 
that is chalk-full of talent, while 
Christen risner, a sophomore, 
heads up a talented outfield that 
also includes taylor Fannin and 
Brittany Swim.

With an experienced group 
back and a pair of Division I 
signees heading the charge, the 
ultimate goal for the Wheel-
ersburg softball program is an 
obvious one.

“Obviously, once you get a 
taste of it; you want to go back 
(to the state championship and 
repeat),” ruby said. “It’s part 
of why you play the game. Last 
year, we were able to reach all 
of our goals. Every single year, 
however, those goals are always 
the same and never change.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

Photo courtesy of Ruth Boll
Kalle Coleman hits a home run.
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WHEELERSBURG PIRATES
SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ...........Time ..........Opponent ..............location
3/29 ........... 5:00 ........... South Webster ........ Away
3/31 ............ 5:00 ........... South Webster ........ Home
4/3 ............. 5:00 ........... Waverly .................... Away
4/4 ............. 5:00 ........... Fairland.................... Home
4/5 ............. 5:00 ........... Waverly .................... Home
4/7 ............. 5:00 ........... Valley ....................... Away
4/10 ........... 5:00 ........... Valley ....................... Home
4/12 ............ 5:00 ........... Northwest ............... Away
4/13 ............ 5:00 ........... Northwest ............... Home
4/15 ............ 12:00 ......... Gahanna Lincoln ..... Valley of Thunder
4/15 ............ 5:00 ........... Belpre ...................... Valley of Thunder
4/17 ............ 5:00 ........... West ......................... Home
4/19............ 5:00 ........... West ......................... Away
4/21 ............ 5:00 ........... Oak Hill .................... Away
4/24 ........... 5:00 ........... Oak Hill .................... Home
4/25 ........... 1:00 ........... Rock Hill .................. Home
4/26 ........... 5:00 ........... Minford .................... Away
4/28 ........... 5:00 ........... Minford .................... Home
4/29 ........... 1:00 ........... Hurricane ................ Away
5/2 ............. 5:00 ........... Russell ..................... Home
5/4 .............. 5:00 ........... Paul Blazer .............. Home

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ...................... Name ............................................. Grade
12 ......................... Taylor Fannin ....................................11
11 ......................... Mia Darnell .......................................11
18 ......................... Lexy Smith........................................9
28 ........................ Kalle Coleman ..................................12
27 ........................ Bella Williams ...................................9
32 ........................ Sarah Claxon ....................................10
24 ........................ Taylor McQuay .................................12
34 ........................ Bre Klaiber .......................................12
5 .......................... Amanda Lewis ..................................12
7 ........................... Megan Eichenlaub ............................11
33 ........................ Jillian Bowen ....................................11
3 .......................... Lex Nitray .........................................9
15 ......................... Morgan Spangenburg ......................9
8 .......................... Sophie Hagans .................................10
9 .......................... Ryanna Bobst ...................................10
14 ......................... Sydney Spence.................................9
22 ........................ Brittany Swim ..................................12
4 .......................... Kasey Bergan ...................................12
10 ......................... Chelsee Steele .................................9
43 ........................ Christen Risner ................................10
21 ......................... Faith Howard ....................................12
16 ......................... Addi Collins ......................................9
23 ........................ Mallory Bergan .................................9
20 ........................ Leah Howard ....................................10

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ................ Opponent ............................. location
3/28 ................. Minford ................................... Away
4/1 .................... Ironton Inv. ............................. Away
4/4 ................... Portsmouth ............................ Away
4/7 ................... Minford Inv.............................. Away
4/11 .................. Minford ................................... Home
4/13 .................. Portsmouth Inv. ...................... Away
4/20 ................. Chillicothe Inv. ........................ Away
4/22 ................. South Webster Inv. ................. Away
4/25 ................. Northwest Inv. ........................ Away
5/2 ................... Coal Grove Inv. ....................... Away
5/5 ................... Rock Hill Inv. ........................... Away
5/9 ................... SOC Meet ............................... South Webster
5/11 .................. SOC Meet ............................... South Webster

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ............... Time ............ Opponent ................... location
3/27 .................5:00 .............. Waverly .........................Away
3/28 .................5:00 .............. East ..............................Away
3/30 .................4:30 .............. Minford .........................Away
4/3 ...................4:30 .............. West..............................Home
4/4 ...................4:30 .............. Valley ............................Away
4/5 ...................5:00 .............. Gallia Academy ............Home
4/6 ...................4:30 .............. Clay ..............................Home
4/10 .................4:30 .............. Ironton ..........................Away
4/12 ..................4:30 .............. Portsmouth ..................Home
4/17 ..................4:30 .............. Minford .........................Home
4/18..................4:30 .............. West..............................Away
4/19..................4:30 .............. Portsmouth ..................Away
4/20 .................4:30 .............. Valley ............................Home
4/21 ..................4:30 .............. Waverly .........................Home
4/24 .................4:30 .............. Notre Dame ..................Away
4/25 .................4:30 .............. New Boston ..................Home
4/26 .................5:00 .............. Gallia Academy ............Away
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PHS ready to 
make progress
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

In any sport, it takes a deter-
mined leader to turn around 
a team that has fallen on hard 
times.

If last year’s schedule - 
which consisted of Olentangy 
Orange, Dublin Jerome, and 
Greenup County, the latter 
being in the USA today’s top 
25 Poll for the vast majority 
of the 2016 season - is any 
indication, Matt roy is cer-
tainly determined to put the 
Portsmouth trojans’ baseball 
program up there with the best 
of the best as far as the state 
realm is concerned.

However, roy knows that 
Portsmouth must continue 
to clean up some of its own 
issues first, especially in the 
field, before the trojans can 
think about making the ascent 
back up the Division III ladder.

“We finished in second place 
in the OVC, even as bad as 
it was last year for us as far 
as defense was concerned,” 
roy said. “I have told our kids 
throughout the offseason that 
if we can cut our errors in 
half, we win the OVC and we 
don’t draw a tough Zane trace 
squad right away in the first 
round of the tournament. By 
committing less errors, we’ll 
be in position to accomplish 

our main goals, which is to 
win the OVC and make it to 
the district tournament. Any-
thing can happen once you get 
to districts.”

It also helps that Ports-
mouth has a pitcher like 
ryan Williams in its arsenal. 
Williams, who has started 
for the trojans in each of his 
first three high school varsity 
seasons, will be back as the 
ace of the Portsmouth staff. 
Williams, along with promis-
ing freshmen Ethan Boggs 
and richie Bowman, will be 
among “seven or eight guys” 
that will see mound time, 
according to roy.

“As long as we can throw 
strikes,” roy said, “and record 
some groundball outs, we’ll be 
fine there. I like what we have 
on the mound from top to bot-
tom.”

When he’s not pitching, Wil-
liams will take the reins of the 
shortstop position for Ports-
mouth, who returns seven of 
its nine starters in the field - a 
difference-making amount 
of experience for a team that 
has the talent and depth to 
contend.

reese Johnson, an athletic 
talent, will man one hot corner 
at third base, while Mikey 
Potts will hold down the other 

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

Ciara Conley | Daily Times 
The 2017 Portsmouth Trojans

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............... Time ............ Opponent ................... location
3/25 .................11:00 ............. Olentangy .....................Home
3/25 .................3:30 .............. Greenup Co. .................Home
3/28 .................4:30 .............. Notre Dame ..................Away
3/31 ..................6:00 .............. Fairland ........................Home
4/1 ....................11:00 ............. Dublin Jerome ..............Home
4/1 ....................3:30 .............. Rowan Co. Ky. ...............Home
4/3 ...................6:00 .............. Coal Grove ....................Home
4/5 ...................6:00 .............. Chesapeake .................Home
4/7 ...................6:00 .............. South Point ..................Home
4/8 ...................12:00 ............ Wheelersburg ...............Away
4/10 .................5:00 .............. Rock Hill .......................Away
4/11 ..................6:00 .............. Minford .........................Away
4/12 ..................6:00 .............. Gallipolis.......................Home
4/13 ..................6:00 .............. Ashland Paul Blazer .....Home
4/14 ..................5:00 .............. Ironton ..........................Away
4/17 ..................5:00 .............. Fairland ........................Away
4/19..................5:00 .............. Coal Grove ....................Away
4/21 ..................5:00 .............. Chesapeake .................Away
4/24 .................5:00 .............. South Point ..................Away
4/26 .................6:00 .............. Rock Hill .......................Home
4/28 .................5:00 .............. Gallipolis.......................Away
5/1 ....................6:00 .............. Ironton ..........................Home
5/2 ...................6:00 .............. Wheelersburg ...............Home
5/4 ....................6:00 .............. Minford .........................Home
5/6 ...................7:00 .............. Notre Dame ..................Home
5/8 ...................6:00 .............. Ashland Paul Blazer .....Away

See trOJANS | 9
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PORTSMOUTH TROJANS
corner at first base. As for the 
remaining infield positions, 
ty Oliver, Parker Johnson and 
Eric Purdy are fighting for the 
catching slot, while William 
Sturgill and Jack Workman are 
duking it out for second base 
duties.

“the sky’s the limit for this 
group,” roy said. “I really see 
good results with the guys that 
we have on the roster.”

As for the outfield, it’ll 
remain status quo. Oliver, 
along with Blake Wedebrook 
and Vincent Schwamberger, 
will start at the left field, cen-
ter field, and right field slots, 
respectively.

Like any coach should, roy 
certainly isn’t letting off of the 
gas pedal from a scheduling 
standpoint.

In addition to the challeng-
ing OVC slate, two matchups 
with Wheelersburg and Notre 
Dame, and a home bout with 
Minford, roy’s trojans will 
face Olentangy Orange, Dublin 
Jerome, and Greenup County 
again while adding Ashland 
Paul Blazer and rowan 
County - the latter trio making 
up three of the KHSAA’s 16th 

region’s four semifinalists 
from a year ago.

“record-wise, it’s going to 
be tough,” roy said. “Howev-
er, we need to be playing those 
types of opponents to get to 
where Wheelersburg is at. 
they have set the benchmark, 
and if we want to compete 
with them, we have to play 
teams that are bigger and bet-
ter to get ready for them. the 
schedule’s going to be rough, 
but it’s going to prepare us for 
OVC and postseason play. As 
long as we keep our heads up, 
we’ll be just fine.”

As a whole, the fervor to 
get Portsmouth back to a level 
that it is accustomed to as a 
program is roy’s ultimate goal 
- one that the trojans’ second-
year head coach feels confi-
dent that he can obtain behind 
the group that is in place.

“I truly see good things for 
Portsmouth baseball in the 
future,” roy said. “We have a 
strong five-man senior class, 
we have a really good fresh-
man class coming in, and the 
junior high class coming up is 
going to be pretty good, too. 
the sky’s the limit.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930

trOJANS, continued from 8

BaSEBall 
ROSTER
Ryan Williams
Blake Wedebrook
Ty Oliver
Mikey Potts
Vincent 

Schwamberger
Reese Johnson
Devon Jackson
Zack Kinney
Zach Basye
Adam Early
Ryan Sutherland
Bryson Morrow
Danny Lattimore

Parker Johnson
William Sturgill
Jack Workman
Richie Bowman
Ethan Boggs
Eric Purdy
John Nelson
Seth Porter
Bryce Wallace
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PORTSMOUTH TROJANS
Lady Trojans with high expectations
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

the Portsmouth Lady 
trojans finished last season 
with an 8-15 record and a 
5-9 conference mark. that’s 
the bad news. So, what’s 
the good news? the lady 
trojans return nine players 
— six being seniors.

Leading the way for 
Portsmouth is Andi Queen 
who will be returning to 
mound once again. the 
other returning seniors are 
Bailey Horsley, Baleigh 
Bradley, Eliza Gullett, 
Shaby McKinley and Sema-
jah Parker.

“I don’t know the last 
time Portsmouth softball 
has had this many seniors 
or really any girl’s sports,” 
trojans manager Kristen 
Bradshaw said. “they’re all 
travel ball players. they all 
play in the summer. this is 
their main sport. they’ve 
been looking forward to 
this year since they got into 
high school.

“their goals are set 
pretty high but I think they 
are obtainable. Obviously 
their first goal is to win the 
OVC. Winning five games 
last year and losing nine, 
it’s going to be tough but I 
think with our senior lead-
ership all the way around 
the field, it’s not out of 
reach. that’s my expecta-

tions.”
Bradshaw loves the team 

chemistry her six seniors 
provide.

“It’s obvious they’ve 
played together so long, 
they know each other 
so well,” Bradshaw said. 
“they whole group just 
gets along so well. I’m just 
excited and looking for-
ward to it. It’s nice to start 
practice and over half the 
team as been there for all 
four years. You don’t have 
to go back to square one.”

the returning junior is 
Sharia Kearns, who led the 
team in batting average.

Morgan Grashel and tay-
lor Mullins are returning 
sophomores.

“taylor Mullins played a 
little bit of third base for 
us last year and I’m looking 
for her to play a few infield 
spots this year,” Bradshaw 
said. “Morgan Grashel pret-
ty much played the DP role 
for us last year. She mainly 
hit for us. She played a 
little bit of outfield but I’m 
looking for her to be our 
No. 2 pitcher this year and 
maybe a little bit of infield 
this year.”

One knew player that 
Portsmouth fans should 
remember is Morgan 
reedy. She played for the 
trojans her freshman sea-
son before transferring to 
Minford her sophomore 

year. Now she has returned 
to Portsmouth for her 
junior campaign and Brad-
shaw is excited for her 
return after she becomes 
eligible midway through 
the season.

“She was one of the tro-
jans’ leading hitters as a 
freshman. I’m excited to 
have her back as a junior 
this year,” Bradshaw said.

the trojans will have 
three newcomers this year: 
Cassie Potts, Layla Kegg 
and Patrice Carter.

Potts is slated to start in 
the infield and also toss a 
few innings.

“She’s a really athletic 
kid. I’m looking forward to 
her stepping up this year 
and getting some playing 
time,” Bradshaw said.

Bradshaw categorized 
Kegg as a power hitter 
who could step into the 
first base role after Parker 
graduates. Bradshaw said 

Carter will also compete 
for playing time at first 
base as her career unfolds.

Bradshaw believes her 
team has the ingredients to 
be competitive all season 
but Portsmouth’s schedule 
isn’t easy as the trojans 
are scheduled to play 20 
games in 27 days. One of 
Bradshaw’s biggest worry’s 
is her team’s ability to stay 
healthy.

“We’re going to have to 
stay healthy,” Bradshaw 
said. “With our schedule, 
we can’t over work Andi 
Queen. Morgan Grashel is 
going to have to pitch some 
innings for us. Playing all 
the back to back to backs, 
it’s going to be tough on 
our pitching. Hopefully 
during that stretch, we’ll 
be on a winning streak 
because we don’t have any 
time to rest in between.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 
1927, or on Twitter @crslone.

“I don’t know the last 
time Portsmouth softball has 

had this many seniors 
or really any girl’s sports.”

— Kristen Bradshaw,
Trojans Manager
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TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ..........Time ..............Opponent........................location
3/30 ...........4:30 ............... Northwest ............................Away
4/4 .............4:30 ............... Burg, West, Clay .................. Home
4/7 .............5:00 ............... Minford Inv. ..........................Away
4/13 ............5:00 ............... Portsmouth Inv.................... Home
4/18............4:30 ............... ND,West, NW, OH Valley ...... Home
4/21 ............4:30 ............... Fairland .................................Away
4/25 ...........5:00 ............... Northwest Inv. ......................Away
4/27 ...........4:30 ............... West ......................................Away
5/2 .............5:00 ............... Oak Hill .................................Away
5/5 .............5:30 ............... Rock Hill Inv. .........................Away
5/13 ............10:00 ............. OVC Meet .............................Gallia

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ............Time ............... Opponent ....................location
3/24 .............4:30 ................. Hillsboro ....................... Home
4/4 ...............4:00 ................ Ironton .......................... Away
4/5 ...............4:00 ................ Clay ............................... Home
4/8 ...............10:00 ............... Notre Dame .................. Away
4/10 .............4:30 ................. Minford ......................... Home
4/11 ..............4:30 ................. Jackson ........................ Home
4/12 ..............4:30 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Away
4/13 ..............4:00 ................ Unioto ........................... Away
4/18..............4:00 ................ Waverly ......................... Away
4/19..............4:30 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Home
4/20 .............4:00 ................ Clay ............................... Home
4/21 ..............4:30 ................. Logan Elm ..................... Home
4/25 .............4:00 ................ Valley ............................ Away
4/26 .............4:00 ................ Notre Dame .................. Home
4/27 .............4:30 ................. Jackson ........................ Away
4/28 .............4:30 ................. Waverly ......................... Home
5/1 ................4:30 ................. Unioto ........................... Home
5/3 ...............4:00 ................ Minford ......................... Away
5/4 ................4:30 ................. Ironton .......................... Home
5/8,9 ............9:00 ................ Sectional ...................... Home

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS
SOFTBall ROSTER
No. .........................Name ..........................................Grade
17 ............................ Andi Queen ................................... 12
21 ............................ Bailey Horsley .............................. 12
22 ........................... Baleigh Bradley ............................ 12
8 ............................. Eliza Gullett .................................. 12
18 ............................ Shaby McKinley............................ 12
14 ............................ Semajah Parker ............................ 12
7 .............................. Daniell Huisjack ............................ 12
4 ............................. Sharia Kearns ............................... 11
20 ........................... Morgan Reedy .............................. 11
12 ............................ Morgan Grashel ............................ 10
6 ............................. Taylor Mullins ............................... 10
10 ............................ Jordan Pelfrey .............................. 10
1 .............................. Cassie Potts ................................. 9
11 ............................ Layla Kegg .................................... 9
16 ............................ Patrice Carter ............................... 9

2017 PORTSMOuTH SOFTBall
Date ............... Time..................Opponent ............ location
4/7 .................. 5:00 ................... South Point ...............Home
4/8 .................. 12:00 .................. Gallipolis ...................Home
4/8 .................. 2:00 ................... Chesapeake ..............Home
4/10, 11, 12 .................................. Myrtle Beach .................
4/14 ................. 5:00 ................... Ironton ...................... Away
4/15 ................. 10:00 ................. Northwest ................. Away
4/17 ................. 5:00 ................... Fairland ..................... Away
4/18................. 5:00 ................... Rock Hill .................... Away
4/19................. 5:00 ................... Coal Grove ................ Away
4/20 ................ 6:00 ................... Fairland .....................Home
4/21 ................. 5:00 ................... Chesapeake .............. Away
4/22 ................ 1:00 .................... Alumni Game ............Home
4/24 ................ 5:00 ................... South Point ............... Away
4/26 ................ 6:00 ................... Rock Hill ....................Home
4/27 ................ 5:00 ................... Valley ........................ Away
4/28 ................ 5:00 ................... Gallipolis ................... Away
5/1 ................... 6:00 ................... Ironton ......................Home
5/2 .................. 5:30 ................... West ..........................Home
5/3 .................. 6:00 ................... Coal Grove ................Home
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SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS
Expectations high for South Webster
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

If an opposing coach had 
said that they’d seen the 
senior members of the South 
Webster Jeeps’ baseball 
squad in their nightmares, it 
wouldn’t be hard to believe.

Over the first three years 
of their careers, the class has 
seemingly been a staple in 
South Webster’s lineup ever 
since they’ve stepped foot on 
the baseball diamond.

But with their high school 
careers winding down, the 
members of the Jeeps’ squad 
know that they must take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to make a deep run in the 
state playoffs at the Division 
IV realm this coming year.

And from what he’s seen in 
the offseason, ryan McClintic 
wholeheartedly believes that 
the Jeeps will be right in the 
thick of things come late May.

“We’re a very experienced 
team, and with that comes 
increased expectations,” 
McClintic said. “Our players 
understand that and I know 
that they’ll be up to the task 
this season. We’re going to 
take it day by day and try 
to focus on playing winning 
baseball every time that we 
take the field.”

If it seems like Bradley 
Gee has been a main cog in 
the South Webster pitching 
rotation over each of the last 
three years, it’s because he 
has been. the senior, who 
signed with Shawnee State 
earlier this month, has been 
the team’s ace for each of the 
last two seasons and will be 
the team’s go-to pitcher for 
a third consecutive year in 
2016.

However, Gee is far from 

the only pitching talent on 
the roster. Fellow senior 
hands Shane Zimmerman, 
trevor Coriell, and Alek 
Blevins are also expected to 
contribute at a position that 
is deep in arms and experi-
ence in 2017.

“Brad is going to be a 
workhorse for us like he’s 
been throughout his entire 
career, and Shane will take 
on a bigger role this year 
from the mound,” McClintic 
said. “Alek and trevor will 
also be heavily involved in 
our pitching rotation. With 
some young guys sprinkled 
in, we’ll have a lot more guys 
contributing this season.”

At the plate, it’s more of 
the same, as experience and 
depth will head the charge. 
Blevins, Zimmerman, and 
Coriell - the latter of whom 
has excellent power - are 
expected to be the keys in 
the offense’s ignition this year. 
However, it’s the growth of 
Gee, along with Blake Fulk, 
that could make South Web-
ster’s one-through-five order 
as potent as anybody’s in 
Division IV.

“trevor, Shane and Alek 

have been in the heart of our 
order since they were fresh-
men,” McClintic said. “We’ll 
be calling on Blake and Brad 
to fill the void of our two 
graduating seniors from last 
year, and they’ve improved 
immensely from a lot of hard 
work in the offseason.”

Defensively, much of the 
fielding prospects will remain 
status quo as has been the 
case for the last three years, 
with the Jeeps platooning at 
some spots until a standout 
emerges from the crowd. troy 

Submitted Photo 
The 2017 South Webster Jeeps

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............Time ............... Opponent ....................location
3/27 .............5:00 ................. East ............................... Home
3/28 .............5:00 ................. Wellston ........................ Away
3/29 .............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Home
3/31 ..............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Away
4/3 ...............5:00 ................. Minford ......................... Away
4/4 ...............5:00 ................. Clay ............................... Away
4/5 ...............5:00 ................. Minford ......................... Home
4/7 ...............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Home
4/10 .............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Away
4/11 ..............5:00 ................. East ............................... Away
4/12 ..............5:00 ................. West .............................. Home
4/14 ..............5:00 ................. West .............................. Away
4/15 ..............12:00 ............... Eastern ......................... Home
4/17 ..............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Home
4/18..............5:00 ................. Green ............................ Away
4/19..............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Away
4/21 ..............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Home
4/24 .............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Awa
4/26 .............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Home
4/28 .............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Away
5/5 ...............5:00 ................. Jackson ........................ Home

See JEEPS | 13
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SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS
Lady Jeeps looking 
to come of age
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

In order to win contests, a 
team must contain a consis-
tent and optimistic message.

As her third season of soft-
ball at South Webster begins 
to get underway, Erin Howe 
certainly has optimism about 
the Lady Jeeps’ abilities both 
on and off the field.

And with the 2017 season 
drawing ever near, Howe 
believes that the effort that 
South Webster has shown 
will pay off - in the results 
and in the overall experience 
itself.

“I’m very excited about 
the upcoming season,” Howe 
said. “We have a great group 
of girls who are led by six 
hardworking seniors. We 
have several girls who are 
playing new positions, but 
everyone has maintained a 
positive attitude and have 
keep their mindsets around 
what they can do for the 
team.”

the seven upperclass-
men that make up the South 

Webster roster have proven 
that they are mentally tough, 
without question. Last year’s 
Lady Jeeps’ unit went 1-13 
in SOC II play, but kept play-
ing despite facing a gauntlet 
of a schedule that included 
Wheelersburg, the eventual 
state champions in Division 
III, and Minford, Valley and 
West, who have each been to 
at least one district final over 
the past four seasons.

“My upperclassmen have 

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. .......................... Name .......................................Grade
13 ..............................Zach Barnett .................................12
11 ..............................Alek Blevins ...................................12
1 ................................Trevor Coriell .................................12
10 ..............................Blake Fulk ......................................12
4 ...............................Bradley Gee ...................................12
7 ................................Matt Shonkwiler ............................12
2 ...............................Shane Zimmerman .......................12
16 ..............................Troy Boggs .................................... 11
5 ...............................Dallas Copas .................................10
33 .............................Tanner Holbrook ...........................10
8 ...............................Zach Keller ....................................10
3 ...............................Jacob Ruth ....................................10
18 ..............................Daniel Allard ...................................9
24 .............................Brayden Bockway ..........................9
22 .............................Devyn Coriell ..................................9
21 ..............................Caleb Cunningham ........................9
17 ..............................Braden Martin ................................9
12 ..............................Levi Murphy ...................................9
9 ...............................Gabe Ruth ......................................9
23 .............................Nick Smith .....................................9
32 .............................Jacob Wright ..................................9

Boggs and Matthew Shonk-
wiler, however, were singled 
out by McClintic as guys 
who offer the kind of ath-
leticism in the outfield that 
could allow South Webster 
to change games from that 
standpoint.

“Our belief is that guys 
should be able to play mul-
tiple positions in the field, 
and our lineups will reflect 
that this year,” McClintic 
said. “We have some voids 
to fill from last year. A lot of 
guys are working hard and 
we feel confident that a few 
of them will step up and take 
charge of those open spots. 
However, some new faces in 
the outfield that have really 
impressed us are troy Boggs 
and Matthew Shonkwiler. 

Both guys have great speed 
that we’re really excited 
about.”

With the experience and 
talent there, and the blue-
print in phase, could the 
2017 season be a banner 
year for the South Webster 
program?

It wouldn’t be hard to 
believe.

“this team has some 
unfinished business after our 
season ended prematurely 
last year (in a 3-2 loss to 
Belpre on May 11 in the 
Division IV, Chillicothe II 
Sectional Finals),” McClintic 
said. “Our guys are coming 
to work every day with great 
focus and attention to detail, 
and the morale has been 
great. I believe that bodes 
well for not only this year, 
but for the future of our pro-
gram as a whole.”

See JEEPS | 14

JEEPS, continued from 12

Submitted Photo
Kaylee Hadinger is expected to be 
a sparkplug on the offensive side 
of the spectrum for South Webster, 
much like she was last year.

Submitted Photo
Co-Captain Caitlyn Hanes is 
expected to be a stronghold at first 
base for the lady Jeeps.

Submitted Photo 
Co-Captain Mikayla Belford will 
be the team’s pitching ace in the 
circle throughout the year for South 
Webster.
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SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS
persevered through some 
rough times and have faced 
quite a few tough opponents 
along the way,” Howe said. 
“Even so, they’ve always been 
willing to listen and improve. 
I believe that their hard work 
and persistence will begin to 
pay off this year.”

South Webster’s efforts will 
be headed by Mikaylah Bel-
ford, who will make the move 
from catcher to pitcher this 
season. the senior proved to 
be of the team’s strongholds 
last season behind the plate 
en route to Second-team All-
SOC honors, and her pres-
ence, along with the improve-
ment of sophomore Katlyn 
Britton, will give the Lady 
Jeeps two experienced hands 
to rely on in the circle.

In the field, South Web-
ster will move Lauren Hill, 
another senior, from center 
field to the primary catching 
role, while fellow classmate 
Caitlyn Hanes and Bri Smith, 
a sophomore, will protect the 
hot corners at first and third 
base, respectively.

As far as the middle of the 

infield is concerned, Alicia 
Watson, an experienced bas-
ketball hand and a senior, will 
play at second base, while 
Kaylee Hadinger, a junior, 
will make the move from the 
outfield to the shortstop posi-
tion after playing in the grass 
for the last two years. A trio 
of underclassmen, including 
Baylee Cox, Angel McCain, 
and Kelsey twaddle, will 
also see time in the infield. 
Seniors Haylie Musser and 
Jordan Langley, along with 
sophomore hand taylor raw-
lins and incoming freshman 
Mackenzie Keller, will set the 
table for the outfield.

With a good blend of expe-
rience and talented youth on 
the table, Howe believes that 
South Webster is set for a 
breakthrough in the gauntlet 
that has become the SOC II.

“All around, we’ve shown 
tremendous growth,” Howe 
said. “I feel that this team has 
the mentality and work ethic 
necessary to keep improving 
and growing. I’m excited for 
what our season holds and 
to see what we’ll be able to 
accomplish.”

Jeeps, continued from 13

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ........................... Name .............................................Grade
2 ................................MacKenzie Keller ............................ 9
3 ................................Angel McCain .................................. 10
5 ................................Haylie Musser ................................. 12
8 ................................Bobbi Johnson ................................ 10
10 ...............................Lauren Hill ....................................... 12
11 ...............................Mikaylah Belford ............................. 12
12 ...............................Baylee Cox ...................................... 10
13 ...............................Caitlyn Hanes ................................. 12
14 ...............................Kaylee Hadinger ............................. 11
15 ...............................Alicia Watson .................................. 12
16 ...............................Jordan Langley ............................... 12
17 ...............................Katlyn Britton ................................. 10
18 ...............................Brianne Smith................................. 10
21 ...............................Kelsey Twaddle ............................... 9
24 ..............................Taylor Rawlins ................................. 10

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ............Time ............... Opponent ....................location
3/27 .............5:00 ................. East ............................... Home
3/28 .............5:00 ................. Wellston ........................ Away
3/29 .............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Home
3/31 ..............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Away
4/3 ...............5:00 ................. Minford ......................... Away
4/4 ...............5:00 ................. Clay ............................... Away
4/5 ...............5:00 ................. Minford ......................... Home
4/6 ...............5:00 ................. Green ............................ Home
4/7 ...............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Home
4/10 .............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Away
4/11 ..............5:00 ................. East ............................... Away
4/12 ..............5:00 ................. West .............................. Home
4/14 ..............5:00 ................. West .............................. Away
4/17 ..............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Away
4/18..............5:00 ................. Green ............................ Away
4/19..............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Home
4/21 ..............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Home
4/24 .............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Away
4/25 .............5:00 ................. New Boston .................. Away
4/26 .............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Home
4/28 .............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Away
5/5 ...............5:00 ................. Jackson ........................ Home
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MINFORD FALCONS
Minford may be the team to beat
By Kim Jenkins
PDT Sports Contributor

Aaron Hopper has a positive 
attitude about his team and their 
prospective season this year. this 
is coach Hopper’s second year at 
Minford, his first at the helm and 
he has good things to say about 
this year’s team. “I think we have 
a lot of good young guys that are 
willing to work hard and I feel 
with the senior leadership we’ll 
be able to show the younger guys 
what needs to be done, how to 
play and how to do things. I think 
that will allow us to succeed.”

As far as conference play goes, 
Hopper says, “I think we have a 
pretty good shot, when it comes 
to conference.”

“We lost a couple of key guys 
in the middle of our lineup with 
Jared Alley an Eli Daniels, along 
with some other key players. 
Across the board, we’re pretty 
much a fresh new group besides 
a couple of guys, a catcher and a 
couple of pitchers that played for 
us last year, which will be Jacob 
McCaleb and Eric Cook. Other 
than that, we are fresh and new, 
which I think is a great thing for 
us. I think Luke Lindamood, our 
returning catcher last year did a 
great job for us.”

“Going forward we have 2 
veteran pitchers in McCaleb and 
Cook, that force on the mound 
with some young arms will heat 

up some innings, some very good 
innings. As far as the infield goes, 
we have Ethan Lauder, plus a 
lot of young guys, reid Schultz 
for one, starting for us in the 
infield, along with senior, Matt 
Gullett and Nathan McCormick. 
In the outfield we have Bailey 
rowe, mixed with Darius Jordan, 
Braden Davis, and Jacob McCa-
leb will play right field as well as 
Eric Cook. Darius will fill in for 
us in the outfield and a little bit in 
the infield.”

When asked how things could 
play out this year, Coach Hopper 
says, “I think our whole team 
will probably surprise people, 
just because I don’t think there’s 
very many people that expect us 
to beat them and beat them well. 
It is just because we’re replacing 
a lot of people, so most people 
think it’s a rebuild for us, when 
I don’t see it that way. that’s me 
being the coach, but I think we’ve 
got some good talent out there 
for us this year.”

“I think we have a great group 
of guys that are all real team 
players that know their roles and 
I think that’s important when 
you’re going into a season. If you 
don’t know your roles, kids are 
kind of left in the dark, so our 
guys have accepted their roles, 
that’s a very important step to 
move forward. I think that will 
help us in the long run.”

Submitted Photo
The 2017 Minford Falcons

BaSEBall 
ROSTER
Name .......................... Grade
Noah Baisden ...............11
Eric Cook ......................12
Brayden Davis ..............9
Payton Davis ................11
Matt Gullett ..................12
Darius Jordan ...............10
Ethan Lauder ...............10

Luke Lindamood ..........10
Jacob McCaleb ............12
Nathan McCormick ......9
Payton Middaugh .........10
Cole Ratcliff..................9
Bailey Rowe ..................9
Eli Runyon ....................9
Zach Scott ....................10
Reid Shultz ...................10
Evan Wheeler ...............9
Collin Coriell .................10

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .............Time ..............Opponent ....................location
3/27 ..............5:30 ................Zane Trace..................... Home
3/29 ..............5:00 ................Waverly ......................... Home
3/31 ...............5:00 ................Waverly ......................... Away
4/3 ................5:00 ................South Webster .............. Home
4/4 ................5:00 ................Notre Dame .................. Home
4/5 ................5:00 ................South Webster .............. Away
4/7 ................5:00 ................West .............................. Home
4/10 ..............5:00 ................West .............................. Away
4/11 ...............6:00 ................Portsmouth ................... Home
4/12 ...............5:00 ................Oak Hill .......................... Home
4/13 ...............5:00 ................Oak Hill .......................... Away
4/17 ...............5:00 ................Valley ............................. Home
4/19...............5:00 ................Valley ............................. Away
4/21 ...............5:00 ................Northwest ..................... Home
4/22 ..............12:00 ..............Athens DH ..................... Away
4/24 ..............5:00 ................Northwest ..................... Away
4/26 ..............5:00 ................Wheelersburg ............... Home
4/28 ..............5:00 ................Wheelersburg ............... Away
5/2 ................7:00 ................Coal Grove .................... Home
5/3 ................5:00 ................Notre Dame .................. Away
5/4 .................6:00 ................Portsmouth ................... Away
5/6 ................12:00 ..............Piketon .......................... Home
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“I think we have a great group 
of guys that are all real team 

players that know their roles and 
I think that’s important when 
you’re going into a season.”

— Aaron Hopper,
Falcons Baseball Coach
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MINFORD FALCONS
Lady Falcons are ready to play
By Kim Jenkins
PDT Sports Contributor

this is Preston Messer’s 
8th year as the coach of the 
Minford girls’ softball team 
and he is ready for another 
year at the helm. He spoke 
of the SOC conference, “I 
think we’re gonna be alright, 
we got a few good freshmen 
coming in to add with our 
young kids. Our seniors and 
our upper classmen got a 
little bit of playing time last 
year. I feel we should be con-
tenders. I think our SOC is 
one of the toughest around, 
so we can beat anybody, any 
day and anyone can beat us 
at any given time. In our 
conference, you’ve got to 
play everyday at every game. 
I think it’s gonna be a good 
conference this year. I think 
we should be right in the 
mix. We should be one of the 
top teams in the SOC, but in 
our conference, if you don’t 
show up to play everyday, 

you will get beat.”
“We lost 2 seniors last 

year. Katie Gross played 
centerfield, which is going 
to be a big loss, she pretty 
much covered the outfield. 
We also lost our 2nd base-
man, tristan Smith, she did 
a great job. We’ll move some 
people around to cover her 
spot.”

Who are your main start-
ers right now? “We really 
don’t know, we’re pretty 
fortunate we’ve got several 
depending on who’s pitch-
ing. We have a different line 
up for different pitchers. 
this year we have 3 pitchers 
and our lineup will change 
according to who’s pitching 
basically.”

As for returning key play-
ers coach Messer stated, 
“We are expecting big things 
from our seniors this year 
Mary Pica, Ariel Kingery, 
and Melanie Fuhrmann. Mel-
anie Furhmann is our senior 

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ............Time ............... Opponent ....................location
3/29 .............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Home
3/31 ..............5:00 ................. Waverly ......................... Away
4/1 ................10:00 ............... Circleville/Hillsboro ..... Home
4/3 ...............5:00 ................. South Webster .............. Home
4/5 ...............5:00 ................. South Webster .............. Away
4/6 ...............5:00 ................. Ironton .......................... Home
4/7 ...............5:00 ................. West .............................. Home
4/10 .............5:00 ................. West .............................. Away
4/12 ..............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Home
4/14 ..............5:00 ................. Oak Hill ......................... Away
4/17 ..............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Home
4/19..............5:00 ................. Valley ............................ Away
4/21 ..............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Home
4/22 .............11:00 ............... Jackson (tri) ................. Away
4/24 .............5:00 ................. Northwest ..................... Away
4/26 .............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Home
4/28 .............5:00 ................. Wheelersburg ............... Away
5/3 ...............5:00 ................. Notre Dame .................. Away

who played a lot of outfield 
last year, she’ll get moved 
around to different spots. 
then you throw in couple of 
juniors and sophomores. We 
have Zoe Doll a junior, who 
is gonna step in and pitch a 
lot for us this year and will 
play 2nd, along with Emily 
Shoemaker who played 
catcher last year and will 
catch and play center field 
this year. then you add in 
Hannah thacker, who had a 
lot of playing time last year, 
rounding out with Madi Sif-
ford and Marissa Watters.”

When speaking of the 
younger girls, “I have a cou-

ple of key freshmen coming 
in, Hanna tolle, tamara Bur-
chett, Brittani Wolfenberger, 
and Kiersten Hale, so like I 
said, it will depend on what 
lineup we have, who’s play-
ing where with this class of 
freshmen and our other girls, 
we should be competitive.”

Coach Messer’s final 
thoughts for this year, 
“the kids that are juniors 
are gonna have to play like 
seniors, our seniors like 
seniors, and our freshman 
are gonna have to step up.”

Coach Messer wanted to 
send good luck to all of the 
SOC teams.

“This year we have 3 pitchers and our 
lineup will change according to who’s 

pitching basically.”
— Preston Messer,

Falcons Softball Coach
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1658 11th St, 
Portsmouth, OH 45662

(740) 353-4000
60711923

Pizza, pasta, salad, 
dessert buffet, game room

Book parties, meetings, reunions
carryout, fundraisers.
Mobile Pizza Trailer:  

Featuring "Fire Brick Oven"
740-353-4000

740-259-2481

McKinley Funeral Home
Lucasville, Ohio

Serving the area since 1937

60710271
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MINFORD FALCONS
SOFTBall ROSTER
Name .......................................................Grade
Melanie Fuhrmann .....................................12
Ariel Kingery ..............................................12
Mary Pica ...................................................12
Marissa Watters .........................................11
Zoe Doll ......................................................11
Hannah Thacker.........................................10
Emily Shoemaker .......................................10
Amanda Hill ................................................10
Abbigail Blevins..........................................10
Madi Sifford................................................10
Brittani Wolfenbarker ................................9
Kresten Hale ..............................................9
Tamara Burchett ........................................9
MaKenzie Watters ......................................9
Hanna Tolle ................................................9
Payton Blankenbeckley .............................9
Ashton Johnson .........................................9
Madison Slusher ........................................9

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ....................Time ............... Opponent ........................ location
3/28 ..................... 5:00 .................Minford Meet .................... Home
4/3 ....................... 5:00 .................Oak Hill .............................. Home
4/7 ....................... 5:00 .................Minford Inv. ....................... Home
4/11 ...................... 5:00 .................Wheelersburg ................... Home
4/13 ...................... 5:00 .................Portsmouth Inv. ................ Away
4/22 ..................... 3:00 .................South Webster Inv. ............ Away
4/28 ..................... 5:00 .................South Point Inv. ................. Away
5/2 ....................... 5:00 .................Oak Hill .............................. Home
5/4 ........................ 5:00 .................Northwest ......................... Home
5/9 ....................... 5:00 .................SOC Meet .......................... South Webster
5/11 ...................... 5:00 .................SOC Meet .......................... South Webster
5/16 ...................... 4:00 .................Boys District ..................... Court House
5/17 ...................... 3:00 .................Girls District ...................... Southeastern
5/20 ..................... 9:30 .................Girls District Finals ........... Southeastern
5/20 ..................... 10:00 ...............Boys District Finals ........... Court House

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ......................Time ....................... Opponent .........................location
3/27 .......................4:30 .........................West ................................... Away
3/28 .......................4:30 .........................Valley.................................. Home
3/30 .......................4:30 .........................Wheelersburg .................... Home
4/3 .........................4:30 .........................New Boston ....................... Home
4/4 .........................4:30 .........................Clay .................................... Home
4/6 .........................4:30 .........................Waverly .............................. Away
4/10 .......................4:30 .........................Portsmouth ....................... Away
4/11 ........................4:30 .........................West ................................... Home
4/13 ........................4:30 .........................Valley.................................. Away
4/17 ........................4:30 .........................Wheelersburg .................... Away
4/18........................4:30 ......................... Ironton ............................... Home
4/20 .......................4:30 .........................Notre Dame ....................... Away
4/24 .......................4:30 .........................Waverly .............................. Home
4/25 .......................4:30 .........................East .................................... Away
4/28 .......................4:30 .........................Jackson .............................. Away
5/3 .........................4:30 .........................Portsmouth ....................... Home
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS
West going 
young in ‘17
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

It’s tough to go into any 
task with an army of younger 
players on the roster.

But even though Chris 
rapp dubbed his 2017 West 
Senators as “the youngest 
team that he’s ever fielded” 
in his two-decades-plus at 
the helm of the baseball pro-
gram, the goals are remain-
ing as high as they’ve ever 
had - which explains how 
West remains as consistent 
as it does year in and year 
out.

“My expectations are for 
the guys to come out, com-
pete everyday, give 110 per-
cent, work as a team, and not 
worry about the individual 
things,” rapp said. “If every-
body competes as one unit, 
good things will happen.”

Once again, rapp will 
sport a deep pitching staff 
that will be comprised of at 
least seven hands, including 
Mardy Knittel, Dylan Brad-
ford, L.t. Maynard, Garrett 
Hurd, and todd Williams. 
Freshmen Cade Powell and 
Cade McNeil will also see 
time on the hill for the Sena-
tors, with McNeil, along with 
Cody Staggs, catching the 
hurlers behind the plate.

In the field, McNeil and 
Buster Boggs will split the 
duties at first base, while 
Williams and Hurd will man 
the middle infield positions. 
Maynard rounds out the 
main infield rotation at third.

As far as the outfield is 
concerned, West is sitting 
in great shape in the grass 
with tre Patrick, a four-year 
starter, back to head the Sen-
ators in the outfield. He’ll be 
joined by trever Staggs and 
Cody Staggs in the outfield. 
Brady Whitt and Joey Cyrus 
are among the guys who will 
contribute all the way around 
the field.

“there will be a different 
scenario every day,” rapp 
said. “We average five games 
a week, so if one of my pitch-
ers throws 85 pitches, he’ll 
likely play at first base or DH 
the next time out. regard-
less of how the lineup plays 
out, however, if everybody 
assumes a role and comes 
together as one unit, good 
things will happen. Every-
body wants to be the best, 
and there’s nothing wrong 
with that, but they have to 
understand that if they do 
their best as a team and do 
it together, good things will 
come about that.”

Offensively, rapp says that 
this year’s unit is more base-
path-savvy than most West 
units that have been featured 
in years past, which suggests 
that the Senators will try 
to employ a fair amount of 
hit-and-run tactics through-
out the year. Bradford and 
Williams will be among the 
top baserunning threats for 
West.

“I feel confident that we 
can steal bases off of any-
body,” rapp said. “Even 

Submitted Photo 
The 2017 West Senators

some of the slower kids that 
we have are more base-smart, 
which means that they are 
able to read the pitcher and 
get a better jump when try-
ing to steal.”

Overall, the goals that 
rapp and West have in place 
will not change, despite the 
youth that is present on this 
year’s roster.

“We want to win the (SOC 
II),” rapp said. “that’s what 

we’re here for. I believe that 
we can, as long as we believe 
in ourselves, play as a team, 
and play clean baseball. Our 
goals are to win the league, 
win our sectional, win our 
district, win the region, and 
advance to Columbus. We 
shouldn’t be here practicing 
if that’s not our goal.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .........................Opponent ...............................location
3/25 .......................... Eastern/Green ......................... Home
3/29 .......................... Northwest................................. Away
3/31 ........................... Northwest................................. Home
4/3 ............................ Oak Hill ..................................... Home
4/5 ............................ Oak Hill ..................................... Away
4/7 ............................ Minford ..................................... Away
4/8 ............................ Whiteoak .................................. Away
4/10 .......................... Minford ..................................... Home
4/12 ........................... South Webster .......................... Away
4/14 ........................... South Webster .......................... Home
4/15 ........................... Georgetown DH ........................ Home
4/17 ........................... Wheelersburg ........................... Away
4/18........................... Wheelersburg ........................... Home
4/21 ........................... Waverly ..................................... Away
4/24 .......................... Waverly ..................................... Home
4/26 .......................... Valley ........................................ Away
4/28 .......................... Valley ........................................ Home
4/29 .......................... Wood Bat Classic ..................... VA Stad.
5/6 ............................ Chesapeake .............................. Away
5/11 ........................... Greenup Co. ............................. Away
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS
BaSEBall ROSTER
No. ............................Name
2 ................................ Cody Staggs
3 ................................ L. T. Maynard
4 ................................ Todd Williams
5 ................................ Brady Whitt
6 ................................ Tre Patrick
7 ................................. Marty Knittel
8 ................................ Dustin Sowards
9 ................................ Mason Avery
10 ............................... Austin Hall
11 ............................... Cade McNeil
12 ............................... Trever Staggs
14 ............................... Bailey Davis
15 ............................... Dylan Bradford
16 ............................... Buster Boggs
18 ............................... Cade Powell
21 ............................... Joey Cyrus
22 .............................. Brennan Bauer
23 .............................. Garrett Hurd
27 .............................. Austin Arnett
30 .............................. Mason Parker
32 .............................. Blaine Cantrell
34 .............................. Owen McNeil
42 .............................. Lewis William

Success, nothing 
less for West
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

Over the last three decades, the West 
Lady Senators’ softball team has been 
nothing less than a force to be reckoned 
with on the softball diamond.

Seven trips to the OHSAA State Final 
Four, including six straight appearances 
from 1998 to 2003, will tell one that.

And behind the “success, nothing 
less” moniker that Dani Coleman has 
tried to instill in her girls at all levels, 
along with a talented core of upper-

classmen that were central figures in a 
regional final run back in 2015, West 
certainly has a shot to make some more 
noise among its SOC II counterparts.

“they’re really talented and they’re 
gritty,” Coleman said. “they’re very 
tough-minded, and they’re not afraid of 
a battle. We’ve fared very well. We’ve set 
good personal and team goals for our-
selves, and with that, we’re set to have 
a very strong year. the upperclassmen 
have shown strength, maturity, and the 

See SENAtOrS | 20
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS
experience that they have 
gained so far throughout the 
offseason, the sophomores 
play with a ton of heart, and 
the freshmen class is filled 
with good, talented players 
in it. I’m really impressed 
with the entire team.”

Heading the charge for 
West this season will be 
terra Butcher, a talented and 
rangy athlete who has been 
a significant contributor for 
the Lady Senators in each of 
her first three varsity cam-
paigns as proven by her First-
team All-SOC honors from 
a year ago off of a sectional 
title-winning unit.

She, however, comprises 
only the first quarter of a 
strong senior class that also 
includes Hayleigh throck-
morton, Kayleigh Coleman, 
and Madison Williams - all of 
whom not only play a major 
role on the softball diamond, 
but in the classroom as three 
of the four individuals hold 
grade-point-averages of 3.6 
or better. Coleman brings 
one of the best wheels in 

the Southeast District to the 
table, while throckmorton 
has a cannon of an arm and 
provides another rangy out-
fielder with athleticism and 
excellent closing speed to 
the table for West.

Butcher will play at first 
base this season for the Lady 
Senators, while Makayla 
White, a junior who has 
started in every season of 
her West playing career, will 
fill the catching slot. they’ll 
head up a strong and experi-
enced infielding unit.

“terra’s defense was 
strong last season, and she 
also provides an excellent bat 
in our lineup,” Coleman said. 
Makayla acquitted herself 
well with her hitting abilities 
and her ability to command a 
game from behind the plate,” 
Coleman said.

Heading up a strong core 
in the middle of the diamond 
will be the pitching abilities 
of taylor Coleman in the 
circle. Coleman, who is, like 
White, a junior, is expected 
to be the team’s ace through-
out the duration of the sea-
son.

“taylor’s going to do well 
this year,” Coleman said. 
“She played well last year as 
an underclassman for us and 
held her own. I feel like she’s 
going to lead us to success 
this year with the way that 
she can manage games from 
the circle.”

In the middle of the 
infield, the elder Coleman, 
along with Daisy Holsinger, 
will provide more upperclass-
man experience at the sec-
ond base and shortstop posi-
tions, respectively. Coleman 
adds speed to a lethal lineup, 
while Holsinger will return 
to the middle of the infield 
after missing all of last sea-
son with an injury. Sammy 
tatman leads the unit as far 
as the spot at third base is 
concerned, but Coleman says 
that “some sophomores” are 
still in consideration for the 
starting spot.

In the outfield, throck-
morton, who Coleman says 
“has come a long way athleti-
cally,” will head up the out-
fielding core in center field. 
Briana Bricker, a sophomore, 
and Madison Cochran, a 

junior, will flank throckmor-
ton in the left and right field 
areas, respectively.

According to Coleman, the 
unit has responded very well, 
including in the scrimmages 
that the team has played. 
On March 18, West held a 
preseason scrimmage at Doc 
Singleton Park that attracted 
10 teams from around the 
area. the proceeds for the 
contest went toward melano-
ma cancer in what was called 
the “Mashing Melanoma” 
scrimmage.

And behind a coaching 
staff that also includes Mike 
Payne and Michele throck-
morton, West hopes to mash 
quite a few opponents on its 
way to another deep postsea-
son run.

“We’re just trying to 
improve the program and 
keep it consistent,” Coleman 
said. “You’ve got to go all 
the way down into the Little 
Leagues to be able and build 
up the program in order to 
keep it going.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

Senators, continued from 19
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS
SOFTBall ROSTER
Name ....................................... Grade
Terra Butcher ............................ 12
Hayleigh Throckmorton ............ 12
Kayleigh Coleman ..................... 12
Madison Williams ...................... 12
Taylor Coleman ......................... 11
Daisy Holsinger ......................... 11
Makayla White ........................... 11
Sammy Tateman ....................... 11
Madison Cochran ...................... 11
Mary Williams............................ 10
Briana Bricker ........................... 10
Dreama Sadler .......................... 10
Abbie Miller ............................... 9
Haivan Dillow ............................ 9
Gracie Boland ........................... 9
Lainey Ayers .............................. 9
Kayleigh Parr............................. 9

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ............................................Opponent..................................................location
3/25 ..............................................Rock Hill ....................................................... Away
3/27 ..............................................Chesapeake ................................................. Away
3/28 ..............................................Piketon ......................................................... Away
3/29 ..............................................Northwest .................................................... Away
3/31 ...............................................Northwest .................................................... Home
4/1 .................................................Clay, Coal Grove ........................................... Home
4/3 ................................................Oak Hill ......................................................... Home
4/5 ................................................Oak Hill ......................................................... Away
4/6 ................................................Notre Dame ................................................. Away
4/7 ................................................Minford ........................................................ Away
4/10 ..............................................Minford ........................................................ Home
4/12 ...............................................South Webster ............................................. Away
4/14 ...............................................South Webster ............................................. Home
4/15 ...............................................Georgetown DH ........................................... Away
4/17 ...............................................Wheelersburg .............................................. Away
4/19...............................................Wheelersburg .............................................. Home
4/20 ..............................................Waverly ........................................................ Away
4/24 ..............................................Waverly ........................................................ Home
4/26 ..............................................Valley ............................................................ Away
4/28 ..............................................Valley ............................................................ Home
5/2 ................................................Portsmouth ................................................. Away
5/4 ................................................. Ironton ......................................................... Home

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ............................................Opponent ................................................Location
3/28 ...........................................Minford ...................................................Away
3/30 ...........................................Northwest ...............................................Away
4/4 .............................................Portsmouth ............................................Away
4/7 .............................................Minford ...................................................Away
4/11 ............................................Waverly ...................................................Away
4/13 ............................................Portsmouth ............................................Away
4/18............................................Portsmouth ............................................Away
4/25 ...........................................Northwest ...............................................Away
4/27 ...........................................Home Meet .............................................Home
5/2 .............................................Valley .......................................................Away
5/9 .............................................SOC Meet ................................................South Webster
5/11 ............................................SOC Meet ................................................South Webster

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date .........Opponent ........... location
3/27 ......... Minford ................ Home
3/28 ......... Clay ...................... Away
3/30 ......... East ...................... Home
4/3 ........... Burg ..................... Away
4/6 ........... Valley ................... Home
4/10 ......... Waverly ................ Home
4/11 .......... Minford ................ Away
4/17 .......... Notre Dame ......... Away
4/18.......... Wheelersburg ...... Home
4/20 ......... New Boston ......... Home
4/24 ......... Valley ................... Away
4/25 ......... Waverly ................ Away

Serving The Area Since 1992
J.T.’s AUTO SERVICE

1316 Findlay St. • Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Dennis R. Bach, Owner 354-3352
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2335 GALENA PIKE, WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO
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ROGER W. DAVIS 
FUNERAL HOME

CELEBRATING 52 YEARS 
OF SERVICE

Leichia and I are carrying 
on the Tradition of Serving 

our community that was 
set by my parents, 

Roger and Lillian Davis.

1310 3rd St, West 
Portsmouth, Ohio

Tel: 740-858-4100
www.rogerwdavisfuneralhome.com

• TRANE 
•AMANA

• GOODMAN 
• CARRIER

No Job Too BIG Or Too SMALL

DONNIE MARTIN HEATING & COOLING  740-259-4512

Call Us Today For All Your Heating & Cooling Needs!

We Wish all Our Local
Teams a Great Season!

60711845

OH #26659, WV #WV032096, KY #M03215
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VALLEY INDIANS
Indians looking to grow with time
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

It’s not how you start, but 
it’s how you finish that counts 
in life.

And while that saying might 
be an old cliche, the same 
applies to sports, as well.

take the Valley Indians, for 
example.

ranked as a lowly No. 6 
seed in the Division III, Chilli-
cothe I District Bracket, the 
Valley Indians pulled off not 
one, not two, but three victo-
ries against Eastern Brown, 
Zane trace, and Alexander 
- the latter coming in an 8-7 
thriller in eight innings - to 
advance to the Division III 
District Finals, where Valley 
ultimately fell by a 4-3 tally 
to one of its fiercest rivals in 
Minford.

Now, the Indians will have 
to rebuild again, as a mon-
strous senior class, including 
the likes of All-SOC honorees 
Eli Harr and Blake Howard, 
have departed a unit that 
obtained an 8-6 overall record 
in conference play and made 
an excellent postseason.

So that means a down year 

where Valley isn’t competitive, 
right?

Not exactly.
“I’ve got some kids who can 

play; they’re just lacking expe-
rience,” Crabtree said. “It’s 
exciting. I believe that we’re 
going to be a dangerous team. 
We’ll have our ups and downs, 
but I’m pretty confident that 
by the end of the year, we’ll 
have things rounded into 
shape, and we’ll be a tough 
out in postseason play as a 
result.”

A big reason for the opti-
mism is the overall athleticism 
that tanner Cunningham will 
bring to the table.

Cunningham, who is one 
of 10 sophomores that will be 
present on the Valley roster 
this season, is expected to be 
the team’s ace, and addition-
ally, will bring a lightning rod 
of a bat to the table as the 
team’s leadoff hitter.

He’ll team up with tucker 
Williams, who will serve at 
the team’s cleanup hitter, to 
provide the Indians with a 
pair of consistent threats both 
on the mound and at the dish, 
with Crabtree going as far to 
say that Cunningham and Wil-

liams are options “No. 1 and 
No. 1A” on the mound.

“tanner’s a great player,” 
Crabtree said. “He’s the top 
returning pitcher, and is great 
in the lineup at the top of the 
order. He was at the top of 
the lineup as a freshman at 
either the No. 1 or No. 2 hole. 
tucker has great tools and 
had a really strong legion sea-
son last summer. He’ll pay a 
variety of spots on the infield 
as well.”

Speaking of lightning rod 
bats, Dakota Bowling cer-
tainly has one of his own. the 

senior, who played primarily 
in right field last season, hit 
.330 last season. He’ll hit in 
the No. 2 hole, and will take 
on a utility role in the field for 
the Indians.

“Dalton’s good enough to 
play any position on the field 
for us,” Crabtree said. “the 
position that he plays in the 
field will really be defined by 
who’s pitching on that par-
ticular day. He’s not a tradi-
tional No. 2 hole guy as far as 
bunting or getting guys over; 
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VALLEY INDIANS
he’s a hitter. He puts together 
good at-bats, he hits for a high 
average, and had a high on-
base percentage last year.”

However, even outside of 
the main core, there’s a good 
blend of experience and talent 
on the roster.

Jesse Jones, who offers up 
another arm in the Indians’ 
pitching stable, can catch 
and play at third base, while 
Heath Greathouse provides 
an excellent build for a desig-
nated hitter and is expected to 
play a major role at the plate 
throughout the season for the 
Indians. then, there’s Kayden 
Mollette and Jared Morrow, 
a pair of underclassmen who 
each add a reliable glove in 
the middle of the infield.

In addition to the quartet, 
tanner Spradlin, a sophomore 
whom Crabtree says is a “very 

athletic kid,” along with Levi 
Whitt, a senior, and Cunning-
ham (when he isn’t pitching), 
will head up the outfield slots 
for Valley. Cayton ruby, a 
junior, is another utility player 
who can step up and play 
various positions in the field 
and helps add to the Indians’ 
depth.

Depth and options that, 
rightfully, have Crabtree con-
fident that Valley will make 
another potent postseason run 
- regardless of the holes that 
have to be filled and the expe-
rience that has to be gained in 
making such a run.

“there’s a chance that we’ll 
start a little bit slow because 
of the inexperience,” Crabtree 
said. “However, I believe that 
by the end of the year, we’ll be 
a team that nobody will want 
to play.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. ............................. Name .......................................Grade
14 .................................Chris Greathouse ...................... 12
8 ..................................Heath Greathouse .................... 12
22 ................................Levi Whitt .................................. 12
5 ..................................Dalton Howard .......................... 12
20 ................................Dakota Bowling ......................... 12
27 ................................Logan Bloomfield ...................... 11
4 ..................................Cayton Ruby ............................. 11
2 ..................................Tucker Williams ......................... 11
10 .................................Landon Christman .................... 10
28 ................................Kirkland Linne ........................... 10
26 ................................Cody Spence ............................. 10
7 ...................................Dylan Davis ............................... 10
11 .................................Tanner Spradlin ......................... 10
23 ................................Tyler Mitchell ............................. 10
19 .................................Trevon Donini ............................ 10
1 ...................................Jared Morrow ............................ 10
3 ..................................Jesse Jones ............................... 10
6 ..................................Tanner Cunningham ................. 10
15 .................................Kayden Mollette ........................ 9

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............................Opponent ........................... location
3/25 ............................. Ironton ...................................Away
3/27 ............................. Piketon ..................................VA Field
3/29 ............................. Oak Hill ..................................Home
3/31 .............................. Oak Hill ..................................Away
4/1 ................................ Eastern DH ............................Away
4/3 ............................... Northwest..............................Away
4/5 ............................... Northwest..............................Home
4/7 ............................... Wheelersburg ........................Home
4/10 ............................. Wheelersburg ........................Away
4/12 .............................. Waverly ..................................Away
4/14 .............................. Waverly ..................................Home
4/17 .............................. Minford ..................................Away
4/18.............................. Clay ........................................Away
4/19.............................. Minford ..................................Home
4/21 .............................. South Webster .......................Away
4/24 ............................. South Webster .......................Home
4/25 ............................. Notre Dame ...........................Home
4/26 ............................. West .......................................Home
4/28 ............................. West .......................................Away
5/1 ................................ Notre Dame ...........................Away
5/2 ............................... Chesapeake ...........................Away
5/3 ............................... Chesapeake ...........................Home
5/6 ............................... Zane Trace DH .......................Home

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ........................Opponent........................location
3/28 ......................... Waverly ............................. Away
3/30 ......................... Northwest ......................... Away
4/4 ........................... Valley Meet ....................... Home
4/7 ........................... Minford Inv. ....................... Away
4/11 .......................... Waverly Inv. ....................... Away
4/18.......................... Portsmouth ...................... Away
4/20 ......................... Northwest ......................... Away
4/25 ......................... Northwest Inv. .................. Away
4/27 ......................... West .................................. Away
5/2 ........................... Valley Meet ....................... Home
5/4 ............................ Northwest ......................... Away
5/9 ........................... SOC Meet.......................... South Webster
5/11 .......................... SOC Meet.......................... South Webster

INDIANS, continued from 22
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In the outfield, juniors Madison 
Kuhn and Margaret Cauldwell, 
and Phillips, along with a mix-
ture of Bailey Crabtree, rylee 
Holbrook, and Madison Brewer, 
will see significant time in the 
outfield, as well. Kuhn, Cauldwell, 
Crabtree, and Holbrook have been 
lauded by Brown as far as their 
speed and fielding abilities are 
concerned, while Brewer “has 
worked hard to get better every 
practice, and is becoming a good 
hitter,” according to Brown.

Overall, the promise that 
Brown’s unit has shown, in addi-
tion to the work ethic that he’s 
seen out of his girls, has the sec-
ond-year head coach believing that 
a surprise is certainly in store.

“As far as this season goes, we 
all know that the team to beat 
is Wheelersburg,” Brown said. 
“they are the defending state 
champions, and they deserved 
everything that they got last 
season. they were a very good, 
well-balanced unit and I’m sure 
that (teresa) ruby has the team 

close to the level that they were at 
last year. In saying that, however, 
I’m not laying the trophy at their 
feet. Our girls are more talented 
and more experienced this year 
than last. We will not lay down 
and we will give them a fight (in 
the SOC II).”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7
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VALLEY INDIANS
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

to say that tim Brown would 
be optimistic about his team’s 
chances would be a vast under-
statement.

In fact, he’s downright ecstatic.
However, who could blame 

him? With the talent and experi-
ence that is coming back for the 
group, it looks like that the Valley 
Lady Indians’ softball program is 
on the right track toward making 
another deep playoff push come 
May of 2017.

“We finished second in the 
SOC II last year in what is one of 
the most competitive leagues in 
not only the Southeast District, 
but in all of Division III,” Brown 
said. “the south doesn’t get a lot 
of respect in the state for having 
good softball, but our girls prove 
them wrong year after year. All of 
the teams in the league are very 
competitive, and I’m excited to 
see where we will stand at the end 
of this season.”

While Valley only has a dozen 
players on its roster for the 
upcoming year, Brown believes 
that all 12 of them will make a 
sizeable impact for this year’s unit, 
especially Destiny Gardner, who 
will begin the year as a four-year 
starter. She, along with fellow hot 
corner hopper Kirbi Sommers, 
can swing the bat for a high aver-
age.

In between the pair, the most 

important figure on the unit may 
very well be Faith Brown, who 
is the team’s ace. In addition to 
her bright future in the circle, the 
junior brings a strong bat to the 
table, as Brown led the unit in 
rBI last season.

In the middle of the infield, 
a pair of underclassmen will 
comprise the area as Madison Wil-
liams, a sophomore, and McKen-
zie Spencer, a freshman, will hold 
the second base and shortstop 
posts. Both are expected to be 
strong contact hitters for the Lady 
Indians this season.

they’ll be joined by another 
underclassman in Evie Phillips, 
who will be Valley’s primary catch-
er over the balance of the season. 
She’ll also play at second base and 
in right field during the course 
of the year, and, like Spencer and 
Williams, will be a problem at the 
dish.

Valley set to make another postseason run

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Valley’s Maddi Kuhn takes a pitch 
inside against Notre Dame.

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ........................................................... Name
18 ................................................................ Kirbi Sommers
4 ................................................................. Marissa Markins
11 ................................................................ Faith Brown
7 .................................................................. Destiny Gardner
5 ................................................................. Maddy Kuhn
19 ................................................................ Margie Cauldwell
12 ................................................................ Mackenzie Spencer
14 ................................................................ Madison Williams
3 ................................................................. Evie Phillips
15 ................................................................ Bailey Crabtree
8 ................................................................. Rylee Holbrook
22 ............................................................... Maddison Brewer

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ................. Opponent .......................................location
3/25 .................. Russell & Montgomery Co. .............. Away
3/27 .................. Notre Dame ...................................... Away
3/28 .................. Clay ...................................................
3/29 .................. Oak Hill ............................................. Home
3/31 ................... Oak Hill ............................................. Away
4/1 ..................... Lewis Co. DH ..................................... Home
4/3 .................... Northwest ......................................... Away
4/4 .................... Rock Hill ............................................ Away
4/5 .................... Northwest ......................................... Home
4/7 .................... Wheelersburg ................................... Home
4/10 .................. Wheelersburg ................................... Away
4/12 ................... Waverly ............................................. Away
4/14 ................... Waverly ............................................. Home
4/15 ................... Greenup Co. DH ................................ Away
4/17 ................... Minford ............................................. Away
4/19................... Minford ............................................. Home
4/21 ................... South Webster .................................. Away
4/24 .................. South Webster .................................. Home
4/26 .................. West .................................................. Home
4/27 .................. Portsmouth ...................................... Home
4/28 .................. West .................................................. Away
5/3 .................... Symmes Valley ................................. Home
5/6 .................... Greenup Co. DH ................................ Home

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Valley’s Faith Brown sets up on the 
mound against Notre Dame.
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NOTRE DAME TITANS
Titans look to defend SOC crown
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

One year ago, the titans 
took their talents to the sun-
shine state but it wasn’t all 
fun in the sun. After leaving 
Florida with an 0-4 record, it 
was time for Notre Dame to 
get back to work.

Once they returned to the 
familiar confines of the Buck-
eye State, the titans only tast-
ed defeat twice the rest of the 
season. Notre Dame went on to 
claim an SOC I championship 
after a perfect 12-0 mark while 
reaching the district finals.

After compiling a 20-6 
record, titans manager Drew 
Mader believes he has the same 
recipe to be successful in 2017 
— pitching.

“We may not have scored as 
many runs as we would have 
liked every game throughout 
the season last year, but we 
really excelled on our pitching 
and our pitchers really took 
great pride in shutting down 
other teams,” Mader said. “I 
believe we had eight shutouts 
last year. that’s the most shut-
outs I’ve ever had as a coach 
and as a player, I can’t remem-
ber ever shutting teams out 
that many times.”

returning to lead the pitch-
ing staff is junior CJ Corns who 
split time as the No. 1 starter 
last season with Hayden Baker 
who left due to graduation.

two starting infielders, Drew 

Cassidy (second base) and 
tyler Speas (first base) are 
slated to be the No. 2 and 3 
starters.

“these three guys we can 
really rely on,” Mader said. 
“they know their role in the 
game.”

the guy behind the plate that 
will be working closely with the 
pitching staff will be Sam Kay-
ser who started at center field 
last season.

“Sam Kayser is a leader for 
us,” Mader said. “He played 
center field for us last year, but 
for the first 10 or 12 games, 
he will be behind the plate for 
us. He has good experience, 
his first two years he played 
catcher. He’s a great leader on 
the football field and on the 
basketball court. He knows 
exactly what it takes to be a 
winner.”

Kayser is slated to move 
back to center field after Hunt-
er Berry, a junior transfer from 
Northwest, becomes eligible 
to play.

“Berry caught his first two 
years at Northwest,” Mader 
said. “He can block the ball. He 
has a good arm and a brings a 
good bat. He’s a good kid and 
we’d love to see him go behind 
the plate when he becomes 
eligible.”

When Corns isn’t on the 
mound, he’ll play the middle 
infield role along with Cassidy 
and Speas.

“they’ve got good chemistry 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Notre Dame Titans

and great awareness,” Mader 
said.

In the outfield, Grant Sparks 
will play left field and truman 
Hash will be in center while 
Kayser goes behind the plate. 
Once Kayser moves back to 
center, Hash will probably 
move back to right field, which 
is where he has the most expe-
rience.

In the utility role this year 
will be Cameron rodriguez. 
Mader said his speed is his 
greatest asset and the coach-
ing staff plans on utilizing his 
running ability in a variety of 
ways.

there will be a couple of 
new members to the titan 
team this season. tyler Shaw 
took a break from baseball last 
year and Mader has been work-
ing with Shaw on the mental 
aspect of the game. Mader said 
he’s looking forward to some of 
the dynamic traits Shaw brings 
to the table.

Freshman Phil Krebbs will 
probably split time between 

first and third. Mader said his 
biggest challenge his getting 
adjusted to the level of the 
game.

As far as expectations are 
concerned, a repeat is the first 
step.

“realistically, our expecta-
tions every year are to win the 
SOC,” Mader said. “I think it’s 
a good goal to have. It’s not far 
fetched. Going into the season, 
we start small then we work 
big. First of all, we want to 
work hard in what we’re doing 
then we want to step up and 
set realistic goals and a realis-
tic goal is to fight for an SOC 
championship, to be sectional 
champions and then to further 
that along to the district cham-
pionship. then anything after 
that, you’re just playing with 
house money with these kids 
and I think this year, we’ve 
got a great shot at winning 
again … “

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 
1930, or on Twitter @crslone.
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NOTRE DAME TITANS
BaSEBall ROSTER
No. .............................Name ....................................Grade
2 ................................. Sam Kayser .............................12
3 ................................. Trevon Turner ...........................12
4 ................................. CJ Corns ..................................11
5 ................................. Hunter Berry ...........................11
6 ................................. Truman Hash ...........................12
7 .................................. Drew Cassidy ...........................11
8 ................................. Cameron Rodriguez ................12
9 ................................. Jared Redoutey .......................11
10 ................................ Grant Spark .............................12
13 ................................ Tyler Shaw ...............................12
25 ............................... Tyler Speas ..............................11
33 ............................... Phil Krebbs ..............................9

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ...........Time ................Opponent .................location
3/25 ............TBA ..................Chesapeake ...............Home
3/28 ............4:30 ..................Portsmouth ................Home
3/29 ............5:00 .................North Adams .............Home
4/4 ..............5:00 .................Minford.......................Away
4/5 ..............5:00 .................Clay ............................Home
4/6 ..............5:00 .................Coal Grove .................Away
4/7 ..............5:00 .................Western ......................Away
4/10 ............5:00 .................Western ......................Home
4/11 .............5:00 .................Eastern .......................Home
4/12 .............5:00 .................Eastern .......................Away
4/17 .............5:00 .................Symmes Valley...........Home
4/19.............5:00 .................Symmes Valley...........Home
4/21 .............5:00 .................Green .........................Away
4/24 ............5:00 .................Green .........................Away
4/27 ............5:00 .................East ............................Home
5/1 ...............5:00 .................Valley ..........................Home
5/2 ..............5:00 .................Wellston .....................Home
5/3 ..............5:00 .................Minford.......................Home
5/4 ...............5:00 .................Coal Grove .................Home
5/6 ..............10:00 ................South Point ................Home

“I believe we had eight shutouts last 
year. That’s the most shutouts I’ve 

ever had as a coach and as a player, I 
can’t remember ever shutting teams 

out that many times.”
—Drew Mader,

Titans manager

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ............ Time ...........Opponent ................. location
3/30 ............. 5:00 .............Northwest .................. Away
4/3 ............... 5:00 .............Oak Hill ....................... Away
4/4 ............... 5:00 .............Valley .......................... Away
4/7 ............... 5:00 .............Minford Inv. ................ Away
4/11 .............. 5:00 .............Wheelersburg ............ Away
4/18.............. 5:00 .............Portsmouth................ Away
4/22 ............. 3:00 .............South Webster Inv. ..... Away
4/25 ............. 4:30 .............Northwest Inv. ............ Away
4/27 ............. 5:00 .............West ........................... Away
5/2 ............... 5:00 .............Valley .......................... Away
5/5 ............... TBA ..............Unioto Inv. .................. Away
5/9,11 ........... TBA ..............SOC Meet ................... South Webster

Mary’s Spirit Shop
2109 Gallia St. | Portsmouth, Ohio  45662

Ph. (740) 353-8861

Screen Printing,
Full Color Banners, Trophys & More!

60711924
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NOTRE DAME TITANS
Titans reload in ‘17
By Chris Slone
cslone@civitasmedia.com

Most teams would be satis-
fied with an 18-8 record but 
not JD Whitman.

“I hated it,” the titans man-
ger said regarding the team’s 
record last year.

regardless of the perception 
of his team’s record from last 
season, Whitman feels the 
optimism of a new season.

“I have multiple lineups I 
could use. We’re pretty versa-
tile,” Whitman said.

At the top of the lineup is 
Molly Hoover, who’s been 
a three-year starter for the 
titans.

“She’s lead off for us the last 
three years,” Whitman said. 
“She holds down the short 
stop position. She’s probably 
one of the most athletic kids 
on the team.”

Following Hoover, sopho-
more Baylee Webb hit in the 
No. 2 hole all year last year 
and she is slated to hit in the 
same slot again this season. 
However, Webb has some 
unique traits that Whitman 
will attempt to utilize.

“She’ll be in the top part of 
the lineup, or maybe even the 
backside where she can do 
some bunting and move run-
ners along because that’s one 
of her biggest assets. And she 
plays good defense,” Whitman 
said.

Behind Webb will once 
again be Maggie Whitman 
who hit over .500 last season. 
Whitman is also entering her 
third season as the titans’ 
pitcher.

“She works year around,” 
JD Whitman said. “She plays 
travel ball. At this part of the 
season, she’s exactly where I 
want her to be. I think she’s 

going to do very well this 
year.”

Senior Makayla Hadsell, 
who recently signed to play 
college ball at Marietta Col-
lege, will hit in the four or five 
hole, and also play third base.

“She’s a very talented player. 
We’re looking for very big 
things out of her. She’s got a 
lot of power,” Whitman said.

One of the three seniors on 
the team, Hagen Schaefer, will 
continue to roam around in 
center field.

“She plays a great center 
field,” Whitman said. “She’s 
probably one of the best cen-
ter fielders you’ll find at this 
level. She’s one of those ver-
satile players. She can move 
players along but she can also 
hit for power. And she can run 
every single ball down from 
probably right center to left 
center.”

the other senior, Catelynn 
Ball, played first base last 
year but the coaching staff is 
going to move her around to 
take advantage of her different 
strengths.

“We are going to move Cate-
lynn around. We are going to 
let her play first, maybe let her 
play some DP/Flex, where she 
hits and take advantage of her 
strengths,” Whitman said.

the other everyday starter 
last year was rylee Coriell

“rylee started last year as 
a freshman in the outfield,” 
Whitman said. “She’s very 
talented. She’s matured a 
little bit. I think starting as 
a freshman really helped her 
out. She’s one of our better 
outfielders.”

Aside from the upper clans-
men, Whitman is excited 
about the players he has 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Notre Dame lady Titans

“I’m very confident that 
we have 10 or 11 girls that can 

produce at the plate. Last season, I 
was confident five or six girls were 

going to hit and produce. ”
— JD Whitman,

Lady Titans Manager

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ...........Time ............... Opponent ..................location
3/27 ............5:00 ................Valley...........................Home
3/29 ............5:00 ................New Boston ................Away
3/30 ............5:00 ................New Boston ................Home
3/31 .............TBA .................Berea, KY ....................Away
4/4 ..............TBA .................Berea, KY ....................Away
4/3 ..............5:00 ................Clay .............................Home
4/5 ..............5:00 ................Clay .............................Away
4/6 ..............5:00 ................West ............................Home
4/7 ..............5:00 ................Western .......................Home
4/8 ..............5:00 ................Whiteoak DH ...............Away
4/10 ............5:00 ................Western .......................Away
4/11 .............5:00 ................Eastern .......................Home
4/12 .............5:00 ................Eastern .......................Away
4/17 .............5:00 ................Symmes Valley ...........Home
4/18.............5:00 ................Northwest ...................Away
4/19.............5:00 ................Symmes Valley ...........Away
4/21 .............5:00 ................Green ..........................Away
4/24 ............5:00 ................Green ..........................Home
4/25 ............5:00 ................Huntington Ross .........Away
4/26 ............5:00 ................East .............................Away
4/27 ............5:00 ................East .............................Home
5/2 ..............5:00 ................ Ironton ........................Away
5/3 ..............5:00 ................Minford .......................Home

See tItANS | 29
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NOTRE DAME TITANS
entering the program this 

season.
One Freshman is Alex 

Glockner.
“Alex is a very athletic, fast 

kid,” Whitman said. “She’s 
a nice hitter, sprays the ball 
around. She’s still trying to 
learn how to play the field. 
She’s working very hard on her 
fielding.”

Another freshman is Cassie 
Schaefer who is going to do 
the bulk of the catching this 
season.

“She’s got a strong arm,” 
Whitman said. “She’s been a 
catcher since she was probably 
8 years old. She’s plays travel 
ball and she’s a very talented 
kid. She’s also the other pitch-
er. A very talented pitcher.”

With Cassie Schaefer back-
ing up Maggie Whitman, JD 
Whitman likes his 1-2 punch.

“We have two very talented 
pitchers this year,” JD Whit-
man said. “I feel very good 
about the catching and pitch-
ing this year.”

Another freshman looking to 
break into the lineup is Sydney 
Whitman.

“She’s another nice hitter. 
She plays first base. Her and 
Cassie have played together 
since they were 9 or 10 years 

old. I think Sydney will be able 
to help us out,” JD Whitman 
said.

the other two freshman 
are Paetyn Collins and Sacha 
Lester.

“Paetyn Collins is a fresh-
man who is learning to play 
the game,” Whitman said. “I’m 
working with her real hard on 
her hitting and fielding.

“Sacha Lester, she’s a fast 
kid. I’m working with her on 
slapping the ball (to left field). 
You don’t see that a whole lot 
in high school. She’s a lefty. 
She’s trying to learn to slap 
and drag and do some different 
things at the plate and move 
the ball around.”

As far as expectations, JD 
Whitman believes this titan 
squad has the makeup to win a 
lot of games.

“I’m very confident that we 
have 10 or 11 girls that can 
produce at the plate,” JD Whit-
man said. “Last season, I was 
confident five or six girls were 
going to hit and produce. this 
season, I can put nine girls on 
the field and nine of them can 
hit and all of them can field — 
catching; solid, pitching; solid, 
fielding; solid, and when you’ve 
got nine girls that can hit, 
that’s how you win ball games.”

Reach Chris Slone at 740-353-3101, ext 
1930, or on Twitter @crslone.

titans, continued from 28

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ............................... Name ........................................ Grade
1 .....................................Molly Hoover ...............................11
3 ....................................Paetyn Collins .............................9
4 ....................................Sydney Whitman .........................9
5 ....................................Baylee Webb ...............................10
10 ...................................Alex Glockner ..............................9
11 ...................................Cassie Schaefer ..........................9
12 ...................................Hagen Schaefer ..........................12
23 ..................................Catelynn Ball ...............................12
24 ..................................Rylee Coriell ................................10
27 ..................................Maggie Whitman .........................11
44 ..................................Kayla Hadsell ..............................12
00 ..................................Sacha Lester ...............................9
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS
Northwest to rebuild in ‘17
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

From the 2015 season to the 
2016 campaign, the improve-
ment in Darrell Keller’s North-
west Lady Mohawks ballclub 
was evident.

Even though the Lady 
Mohawks finished 4-10 in the 
SOC II in 2016, that total was 
still one win better than their 
2015 output - all while consider-
ing the fact that the Wheelers-
burg juggernaut, along with 
the traditional powers that be 
in Minford, Valley, Waverly and 
West - haven’t gone anywhere. 
A trip to the Division III Dis-
trict Semifinals justified that 
improvement.

Now, Keller and Northwest 
will have a new challenge on 
their hands: continuing that 
upward climb in the win col-
umn, all while replacing five 
seniors from last year’s unit.

But regardless of the win-loss 
outcome, the fact of the matter 
is that Northwest is continuing 
to put its best foot forward - and 
that, alone, has Keller excited.

“this is somewhat of a 
rebuilding year, but we’ve all got 
positive outlooks for the year 
ahead,” Keller said. “We’ve got a 
good group of girls. they’re all 
very positive. I feel pretty good 
about the season this year. We’ll 
come out good. these girls are 
there; they’re chomping at the 
bit to get some games in, and I 
think that once the dust settles 
and the nerves settle down, 
you’ll see some ballplaying out 
of the Northwest Mohawks.”

From a fielding standpoint, 
Northwest looks to be in good 
shape with its three seniors 
heading the charge. Megan 
Shultz, who has been named to 

the Second-team All-SOC list 
across two straight campaigns, 
will start at first base, while fel-
low classmates Alysa robinson 
(third base) and Hope Shepherd 
(center field) round out a solid 
senior class.

“they’ve already taken on 
leadership roles on the team,” 
Keller said. “Each of them have 
done a really nice job bringing 
the girls along. there’s high 
expectations present because of 
what they’re done.”

At catcher, Laken rice and 
Sara Smith, who are of junior 
and sophomore eligibility, 
respectively, will split time at 
the spot. rice will pitch when 
she’s not behind the dish, while 
Smith is expected to take the 
field at second base for the Lady 
Mohawks in addition to her 
catching duties.

Newcomers to the Northwest 
lineup include Lexi Lute, a 
freshman who will also split 
time in the field and at second 
with Smith, Addison Newman, 
who will also play a big role at 
the shortstop position in her 
first year of high school play, 
and tori Scaff, who will join 
Shepherd in the outfield to head 
an upperclassman-led back end. 
tasia Smith, Becky Scaff, Elysia 
Cyrus, rae Walker, and Danae 
Crabtree will also help out on 
the grass, while Caroline Webb 
will play in the infield and in the 
outfield for the Mohawks.

“I believe that we’ve set the 
stage to say, ‘Hey, there’s hype 
about you guys here, so now 
it’s time to step up and produce 
in the way that you know that 
you can.’ And even though the 
weather’s been horrible, we’ve 
seen that these kids can step up 
in just the little bit that we’ve 
seen from the workouts outside 

and from the stuff that we’ve 
done in the gym inside.”

From an overall standpoint, 
Keller just wants to see his team 
exercise its best effort possible 
in each and every affair.

“Our expectation is to play 
the best ball that we can every 
time out,” Keller said. “It’s still 
the same, as it has always been. 
We always want the highest 

score that’s on the scoreboard, 
but that’s not our main focus. 
the main focus is about contrib-
uting to a team sport, and see-
ing individuals contribute every-
thing that they can to a team. 
Everything comes together as it 
should after that.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ............ Time .................. Opponent ................. location
3/27 ............. 5:00 .................... Eastern ....................... Away
3/28 ............. 5:00 .................... Rock Hill ..................... Home
3/29 ............. 5:00 .................... West............................ Home
4/3 ............... 5:00 .................... Valley .......................... Home
4/5 ............... 5:00 .................... Valley .......................... Away
4/7 ............... 5:00 .................... Waverly ....................... Home
4/12 .............. 5:00 .................... Wheelersburg ............. Home
4/17 .............. 5:00 .................... South Webster ........... Home
4/18.............. 5:00 .................... Notre Dame ................ Home
4/21 .............. 5:00 .................... Minford ....................... Away
4/24 ............. 5:00 .................... Minford ....................... Home
4/25 ............. 5:00 .................... Vinton Co. ................... Home
4/29 ............. 10:00 .................. Portsmouth DH .......... Home
5/3 ............... 5:00 .................... Clay ............................ Home
5/4 ................ 5:00 .................... Oak Hill ....................... Home
5/5 ............... 5:00 .................... Whiteoak .................... Away
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

It’s always a plus to coach a 
unit that has experience com-
ing back to its current roster.

With 15 upperclassmen 
(eight seniors and seven 
juniors) on the roster, and only 
two hands, Hunter Bebout and 
Billy Murphy, departing from 
last year’s unit, the Northwest 
Mohawks certainly have an 
embarrassment of riches in 
that department.

And that experience is 
something that J.M. Storer is 
certainly going to try to use to 
his advantage.

“I believe that we can put 
together a pretty good sea-
son,” Storer said. “We have 
eight seniors, so I believe that 
we’ll be able to win quite a few 
ballgames with the experience 
that we have at our disposal.”

the depth immediately 
shows up on the pitching end 
of the spectrum, where Aaron 
Maddy, Austin Mundhenk, 
and Garrett Swayne head up 
the players who will see sig-
nificant time on the hill for the 
Mohawks. Maddy is expected 
to “anchor the pitching staff,” 
according to Storer.

In the field, Second-team 
All-SOC selection Zach Smith, 
a consistent threat at the 
dish and behind the plate, is 
back to spearhead a senior-
laden defensive infield for the 
Mohawks.

He’ll be joined by Nolan 
Marcum (first base), Wyatt 
Litteral (second base), Zach 
rowe (shortstop), and Maddy, 
who, when he isn’t pitching, 
will serve as the primary 
third baseman. the outfield 

makeup consists of a rotation 
that includes Mundhenk and 
Swayne, along with juniors 
Will Gillette and Garrett 
rowe. Cody Wiltshire, who 
transferred from West, will 
be eligible midway through 
the year and adds depth and 
experience to the infield and 
outfield positions.

“With what we have back, 
it could be a breakout year 
for us,” Storer said. “We 
lost Hunter Bebout, our ace 
pitcher, and Billy Murphy, 
who was a First-team All-
SOC and a Second-team All-
Southeast District player for 
us, so they’re going to be hard 
to replace. However, we have 
a lot of guys who are ready to 
step up. We’ve not obtained a 
lot of field time this year, but 
they’ve been practicing and 
working hard in the gym. I’ve 
been impressed with what 
I’ve seen so far, so I’m really 
excited to get out on the field 
and see what we can do in 
game conditions.”

In addition to Gillette, 
Zach rowe, Litteral, and 

Mohawks set to improve in ‘17

Zach Smith will set the one-
through-four hitting order 
for Northwest, which Storer 
says is experienced and full of 
speed.

“Zach Smith and Wyatt each 
swing the bat very well,” Stor-
er said. “Zach rowe brings a 
lot of speed and experience 
to the shortstop position, and 
Will will be at the top of the 
order for us in our hitting 
lineup.”

With a roster loaded with 

over a dozen upperclassmen 
and depth at every area, Storer 
believes that the Mohawks 
could be in position to sur-
prise quite a few individuals.

“I would like to contend in 
the top half of the league,” 
Storer said. “Our goal is to 
always advance to districts, so 
I would love to bring a section-
al title back to Northwest.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

314 E. North St.
Waverly, OH 45690
www.botkinfuneralservice.com
Waverly 740.947.2313
Otway 740.372.4191 60711888

Funeral Directors:
Wm. Randall Botkin | Terry Grooms

M. Craig Dixon | Paul F. Hornback

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Northwest’s Garrett Rowe sets in at the plate against West.
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS
BaSEBall ROSTER
Name ................................... Grade
Nolan Cooper ........................ 10
Dalton Dunn .......................... 9
Will Gillett .............................. 11
Caleb Goodson ..................... 9
Austin Hall ............................. 11
Ashton Hamilton ................... 9
Andrew Hyland...................... 9
Tyler Isaac ............................. 9
Robert Leslie ......................... 9
Tony Leslie............................. 10
Gregory Litteral ..................... 12
Mark Aaron Maddy................ 12
Braxton Marcum ................... 9
Nolan Marcum ...................... 12
Austin Mundhenk .................. 12
Ryan Penix............................. 10
Austin Penrod ....................... 10
Roy Rigsby ............................ 9
Garrett Rowe ......................... 11
Zachary Rowe ....................... 12
William Ruth .......................... 11
Zachary Smith ...................... 12
Jonathon Snyder .................. 11
Bruce South .......................... 10
Garrett Swayne ..................... 12
Dakota Wiltshire .................... 12

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ........................ Time ..............................Opponent.................................location
3/25 ..........................12:00 ...............................North Tri ..................................... Home
3/29 ..........................5:00 ................................West ........................................... Home
3/31 ...........................5:00 ................................West ........................................... Away
4/3 ............................5:00 ................................Valley .......................................... Home
4/5 ............................5:00 ................................Valley .......................................... Away
4/7 ............................5:00 ................................Waverly ...................................... Home
4/8 ............................12:00 ...............................North Adams.............................. Away
4/10 ..........................5:00 ................................Waverly ...................................... Away
4/12 ...........................5:00 ................................Wheelersburg ............................ Home
4/13 ...........................5:00 ................................Wheelersburg ............................ Away
4/15 ...........................12:00 ...............................Eastern Brown DH ..................... Home
4/17 ...........................5:00 ................................South Wesbster ......................... Home
4/19...........................5:00 ................................South Webster ........................... Away
4/21 ...........................5:00 ................................Minford ....................................... Away
4/24 ..........................5:00 ................................Minford ....................................... Home
4/25 ..........................5:00 ................................Vinton Co. .................................. Home
4/28 ..........................5:00 ................................Manchester ................................ Away
4/29 ..........................10:00 ...............................West Union DH ........................... Away
5/1 .............................5:00 ................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away
5/2 ............................5:00 ................................Green ......................................... Home
5/3 ............................5:00 ................................Oak Hill ....................................... Home
5/5 ............................5:00 ................................Whiteoak .................................... Away

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date .......................... Time ........................Opponent .......................location
3/28 ............................ 5:00 ......................... Waverly .............................Away
3/30 ............................ 4:30 ......................... Northwest Meet ...............Home
4/4 .............................. 5:00 ......................... Valley ................................Away
4/7 .............................. 5:00 ......................... Minford Inv. ......................Away
4/11 ............................. 5:00 ......................... Waverly Inv. ......................Away
4/13 ............................. 5:00 ......................... Portsmouth Inv. ...............Away
4/18............................. 5:00 ......................... Portsmouth ......................Away
4/20 ............................ 4:30 ......................... NA, WU, SW, V, Man. .........Home
4/25 ............................ 5:00 ......................... Mohawk Classic ...............Home
4/27 ............................ 5:00 ......................... Portsmouth, West ............Away
5/4 ............................... 4:30 ......................... V, M, O.H., Clay .................Home
5/9 .............................. 5:00 ......................... SOC Meet .........................South Webster
5/11 ............................. 5:00 ......................... SOC Meet .........................South Webster
5/16, 20 ......................................................... Districts ............................?

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ..... Name ....................... Grade
8 .........Hope Shepherd......... 12
24 .......Megan Shultz ............ 12
13 ........Alysa Robinson ......... 12
34 .......Tori Scaff ................... 11
4 .........Laiken Rice ............... 10
32 .......Sara Smith ................ 10
30 .......Becky Scaff ............... 10
16 ........Elysia Cyrus .............. 10
22 .......Dana Crabtree .......... 10
3 .........Carolin Webb ............ 10
21 ........Savanna Maddy ........ 10
10 ........Trisa Smith ................ 10
19 ........Rae Walker ................ 9
7 ..........Addison Newman ..... 9
28 .......Alexis Lute ................ 9

60
71

18
77

Weaver's Gas and Oil Inc.
We deliver to business and residential in Pike, 

Adams, Scioto and Jackson counties in Ohio and 
Greenup and Lewis counties in Kentucky

22428 SR 73 West Portsmouth, OH • 740-858-6031
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CLAY PANTHERS
Cottle, Clay looking to ‘C’ the light
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

When a tough year occurs, 
it’s imperative that a team 
maintains its confidence and 
keeps looking forward to 
what is ahead.

that’s how you find the 
light at the end of the tunnel.

With an experienced roster 
back and a group that has 
shown that it has a winning 
mentality across multiple 
sports, the Clay Panthers 
could be set to blow the 
doors down on the expecta-
tions that lie ahead of them.

And as mentioned, having 
eight upperclassmen on a 
team certainly doesn’t hurt 
the expectation level that 
Marc Cottle has for his Clay 

Panthers’ baseball program.
“the amount of upper-

classmen that I have on this 
roster is easily the most 
since I’ve been coaching at 
Clay,” Cottle said. “I’m hop-
ing that the winning ways in 
basketball just transfer right 
on over to baseball. those 
boys hate to lose, and they 
have the guts and fire of win-
ners, that’s for sure.”

At the plate, there’s cer-
tainly a lot of promise at 
hand for Clay. Seniors Grant 
Hemphill, Devin Holcomb, 
Cole Gilliland, Brody riffe, 
and Drew Hadsell should 
all see time at the top of the 
order for the Panthers, while 
Keith Cottle, a junior, will 
round out the main hitters in 
the order for Clay. Hemphill 

and Holcomb will be the 
leadoff hitters, respectively, 
while Gilliland will be in the 
three or four-hole for the 
Panthers.

On the mound, riffe, who 
has been the team’s pitching 
ace for the past couple of 
years, will be playing a bit of 
catchup due to the amount 
of time it takes to effectively 
get an arm prepared for the 
rigors of baseball action, so 
Cottle, along with Dakota 
Dodds, a freshman, will be 
the main aces on the Clay 
squad to start out.

“Dakota’s going to start 
right out (as a freshman),” 

Cottle said. “What we’re 
planning on doing is starting 
league games with those two 
guys, and use Brody in relief. 
Within a couple of weeks, 
Brody will be back and ready 
to roll. You’ve got to build up 
that pitch count up. You can’t 
just come out and throw 100 
pitches right away.”

However, it’s in the field 
where the depth really shows 
out well.

In fact, Cottle expects all 
14 of his guys to play an 
integral role in the field, with 
at least 12 of the 14 seeing 

See PANtHErS | 34

Submitted photo
The Clay Panthers

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .......Time ......... Opponent .............................location
3/25 ........TBA ............DH Northwestw/ Peebles ...... Northwest
3/27 ........5:00 ...........Manchester ............................ Home
3/29 ........5:00 ...........Eastern ................................... Home
3/31 .........5:00 ...........Eastern ................................... Away
4/3 ..........5:00 ...........Notre Dame ........................... Home
4/4 ..........5:00 ...........South Webster ....................... Home
4/5 ..........5:00 ...........Notre Dame ........................... Away
4/7 ..........5:00 ...........Green ..................................... Home
4/10 ........5:00 ...........Green ..................................... Away
4/11 .........5:00 ...........Ironton St. Joe ....................... Home
4/12 .........5:00 ...........Western .................................. Home
4/14 .........5:00 ...........Western .................................. Away
4/15 .........12:00 .........Huntington DH ....................... Home
4/17 .........5:00 ...........Ironton St. Joe ....................... Away
4/18.........5:00 ...........Valley ...................................... Home
4/19.........5:00 ...........West Union ............................. HOme
4/21 .........5:00 ...........East ........................................ Home
4/22 ........12:00 .........Ironton ................................... Away
4/24 ........5:00 ...........East ........................................ Away
4/25 ........5:00 ...........Portsmouth ............................ Away
4/27 ........5:00 ...........Wellston ................................. Away
4/28 ........5:00 ...........Whiteoak ................................ VA Stad.
5/1 ...........5:00 ...........Symmes Valley ....................... Home
5/2 ..........5:00 ...........Symmes Valley ....................... Away
5/5 ..........5:00 ...........Rock Hill ................................. Away
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CLAY PANTHERS

action on any given 
day.

Gilliland, who, like 
riffe, is coming off a 
historic postseason 
run on the basketball 
side of the spectrum, 
will start at first base, 
while riffe and tan-
ner richards, a fresh-
man, are expected to 
man the forts in the 
middle infield.

As for the catch-
ing and third base 
responsibilities, 
they’ll be filled by 
Hadsell, another 
basketball hand, and 
reece Whitley, who 
is another talented 
freshman in the Clay 
rotation - when one 
or the other isn’t 
pitching. Caleb Cline, 
who serves as the 
fourth of the four 
basketball products to 
take to the diamond, 
will team with Whit-
ley to prove Cottle 
with utility options 
throughout the 

infield.
the outfield, which 

features a lot of expe-
rience, will feature 
Hemphill, Holcomb, 
and Cottle in the 
center and right field 
positions, respec-
tively. McGwire 
Garrison, a junior, 
Bradley McCleese, 
a sophomore, and 
Caleb McNutt, a 
freshman, give Cottle 
a nice two-deep in the 
outfield from which 
to work with.

“Defensively, it’ll 
be kind of a mixture,” 
Cottle said. “We’ve 
got 14 guys, and 
they all can play. It’ll 
depend on who is 
pitching, but we’ll 
play somewhere 
between 10 to 12 
guys on average.”

that evident depth 
from all corners of 
the field has allowed 
Cottle to set game-
by-game goals for his 
unit, which include 
walking no more than 
two batters on the 

PANtHErS, continued 
from 33

BaSEBall ROSTER
Name .................................................Grade
Brody Riffe .......................................... 12
Cole Gilliland ....................................... 12
Devin Holcomb ................................... 12
Grant Hemppill .................................... 12
Drew Hadsell ....................................... 12
Keith Cottle ......................................... 11
McGwire Garrison ............................... 11
Caleb Cline .......................................... 11
Bradley McCleese ............................... 10
Dakota Dodds ..................................... 9
Reece Whitley ..................................... 9
Tanner Richards .................................. 9
Caleb McNutt ...................................... 9

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ..................... Time .................Opponent .................................location
3/28 ...................... 4:30 ................... Minford ....................................... Away
3/29 ...................... 4:30 ................... Portsmouth ................................ Away
3/30 ...................... 4:30 ................... Northwest ................................... Away
4/4 ........................ 4:30 ................... Portsmouth ................................ Away
4/5 ........................ 4:30 ................... Valley .......................................... Away
4/6 ........................ 4:30 ................... South Webster ............................ Away
4/7 ........................ 5:00 ................... Minford Inv. ................................. Away
4/12 ....................... 4:30 ................... South Webster ............................ Away
4/13 ....................... 4:30 ................... Portsmouth Inv. .......................... Away
4/20 ...................... 4:30 ................... Portsmouth ................................ Away
4/22 ...................... 3:00 ................... South Webster Inv. ..................... Away
4/24 ...................... 4:30 ................... Portsmouth ................................ Away
4/25 ...................... 4:30 ................... Northwest Inv. ............................ Away
4/27 ...................... 4:30 ................... West Inv. ..................................... Away
5/2 ........................ 5:00 ................... Valley .......................................... Away
5/4 ......................... 4:30 ................... Northwest ................................... Away

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ..................... Time .................. Opponent .................................location
3/24 ...................... 4:30 .....................Unioto ........................................ Home
3/27 ...................... 4:30 .....................East ............................................ Away
3/28 ...................... 4:30 .....................West ........................................... Home
3/29 ...................... 4:30 .....................Gallia Academy .......................... Away
3/30 ...................... 4:30 .....................New Boston ............................... Home
4/3 ........................ 4:30 .....................Waverly ...................................... Home
4/4 ........................ 4:30 .....................Minford ...................................... Away
4/5 ........................ 4:30 .....................Portsmouth................................ Away
4/6 ........................ 4:30 .....................Wheelersburg ............................ Away
4/10 ...................... 4:30 .....................Valley .......................................... Home
4/11 ....................... 4:30 .....................East ............................................ Home
4/12 ....................... 4:30 .....................Notre Dame ............................... Away
4/17 ....................... 4:30 .....................New Boston ............................... Away
4/20 ...................... 4:30 .....................Portsmouth................................ Away
4/24 ...................... 4:30 .....................Ironton ....................................... Home
4/25 ...................... 4:30 .....................Notre Dame ............................... Home
4/26 ...................... 4:30 .....................Unioto ........................................ Away

mound and committing no more 
than two errors in the field.

Game-by-game goals that don’t 
seem too far from reach for a group 
that has a lot of potential.

“We want to finish in the top 
three in the SOC I,” Cottle said. 
“Last year, we went 7-5 in the SOC 
and finished third, and the year 
before that, we finished 11-3 and 
in a tie for second, so we want to 

continue to do that on a yearly 
basis. Additionally, we’ve kind of 
struggled when we’ve gotten to the 
postseason. We want to get that 
monkey off of our backs, get that 
sectional championship, get up in 
the districts and see what we can 
do.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 ext. 1930 
OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7
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CLAY PANTHERS
Lady Panthers ready to take next step
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

Over the past several 
years, the Clay Panthers’ 
softball program has been 
gaining major steam across 
not only the Southeast Dis-
trict, but the entire state, 
as well.

A 25-5 overall record in 
2016, along with a trip to 
the Division IV, Minford II 
District Finals, has proven 
that fact in spades as 
Clay looks to continue its 
ascent up the Division IV 
chain.

While the defending 
champions of the SOC I 
lose the SOC’s Pitcher of 
the Year in tressa Carter, 
along with fellow lynch-
pins Gabby Hickman and 
rachel Cooper from a 
standout senior class of 
three, the Lady Panthers 
return more than enough 
talent, especially in its 
loaded sophomore class, 
to not only contend for the 
SOC I title but claim the 
school’s first district cham-
pionship since 2010.

the dual-threat abilities 

of Jensen Warnock, who 
brings a superb pitch-
ing ability and a live bat 
to the table, along with 
the talents that Hannah 
Oliver will provide for 
Clay, will help spearhead 
the unit. the First-team 
All-SOC honorees will be 
joined by fellow classmate 
Cassidy Wells, a Second-
team All-SOC player, to 
give the Lady Panthers a 
trio of super sophomores. 
Lila Brown, Elisa Collins, 
Shaelyn Vassar, and Abi-
gale Ware complete a class 
that is loaded with talent 
across the board.

the upperclassmen, 
however, shouldn’t be 
slept on, either. BreAnna 
Donahoe, Akyah Downey 
and Julia Swain have been 
heavy contributors on 
successful units and are 
expected to perform in 
the same light this season. 
Chloi Hayslip, a freshman 
who adds depth and tal-
ent to a roster full of both 
qualities, rounds out the 
Clay Panthers’ lineup.

Staff writers at the Ports-
mouth Daily Times tried 

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date .........Time ............ Opponent ....................... location
3/25 ..........2:00..............Rock Hill ............................Away
3/25 ..........6:00 .............Portsmouth.......................Rock Hill
3/28 ..........5:00..............Valley .................................Home
3/29 ..........5:00..............Eastern ..............................Away
3/31 ...........5:00..............Eastern ..............................Home
4/1 .............10:00 ............West ..................................West
4/1 .............11:00 ............Coal Grove ........................West
4/3 ............5:00..............Notre Dame ......................Away
4/4 ............5:00..............South Webster ..................Away
4/5 ............5:00..............Notre Dame ......................Home
4/7 ............5:00..............Green ................................Away
4/10 ..........5:00..............Green ................................Home
4/11 ...........5:00..............Waverly .............................Away
4/12 ...........5:00..............Western .............................Away
4/14 ...........5:00..............Western .............................Home
4/17 ...........5:00..............New Boston ......................Away
4/19...........5:00..............New Boston ......................Home
4/21 ...........5:00..............East ...................................Away
4/22 ..........10:00 ............Huntington CV Classic......Home
4/24 ..........5:00..............East ...................................Home
4/27 ..........5:00..............Wellston ............................Home
5/1 .............5:00..............Symmes Valley .................Away
5/3 ............5:00..............Symmes Valley .................Home
5/6 ............TBA ...............Unioto ...............................Away
5/6 ............TBA ...............Alexander ..........................Unioto

SOFTBall ROSTER
No ..........................Name.............................................Grade
3 .............................BreAnna Donahoe .......................... 12
8 .............................Jensen Warnock ............................. 10
10 ............................Abigale Ware ................................... 10
12 ............................Lila Brown ....................................... 10
13 ............................Hannah Oliver ................................. 10
15 ............................Cassidy Wells .................................. 10
20 ...........................Julia Swain ...................................... 11
23 ...........................Elisa Collins..................................... 10
24 ...........................Shaelyn Vassar ............................... 10
22 ...........................Akyah Downey ................................ 12
14 ............................Chloi Hayslip ................................... 9
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Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Clay’s Shaelyn Vassar sets up at the plate.

to reach out to Clay head 
coach Jason Gearheart, but 
due to illness, he was not 
able to be interviewed for 
this piece. We wish Jason, 

his wife, Cindy and their 
family the best during this 
time.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7
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EAST TARTANS
East looks forward to season
Kim Jenkins
PDT Sports Contributor

this is Matt Miller’s 
first year at the helm of 
the East Baseball team. 
When asked how he 
thought his team will fare 
this year? “I think we’ll 
be improved, we’re very 
young. I only have one 
senior, so I think from 
the last few years we’ll 
be an improved team 
and heading in the right 
direction.”

As for key players this 
year, Coach Miller states, 
“Some of my positions 
are still up. I have Drew 
Lowe, he’s my key player, 
he’s the senior leader. 
I have ricky Belfet 
who will be doing my 
catching. then, I have 
Zach Garrett, Dylan 
Bailey, Brayden Gifford, 
tyler Winston, I could 

go on, but nothing’s 
really decided yet. three 
fourths of my team are 
sophomores and fresh-
men.”

When asked if his 
team may surprise any-
one, “I think we’ll win 
more games than people 
expect and we’ll be 
competitive in the ones 
we end up losing. the 
boys are working hard 
learning to get better 
every day. I think we’ll be 
surprising in the sense of 
what’s been expected in 
the past couple of years. 
I want my boys to play 
hard and play the right 
way. My coaches are 
teaching them that way 
and they are getting it. 
I think we’ll be fine this 
year and going forward, 
as long as we do things 
the right way.”

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. ....................Name ..................................Grade
1 .........................Damien Jarrell ....................... 9
4 ........................Ronnie Will ............................ 10
5 ........................Justin Kritzwiser ................... 11
6 ........................Seth Todd .............................. 10
7 .........................Brady Douthat ...................... 11
9 ........................Tyler Winston ........................ 10
10 .......................Tommy Lambert ................... 10
11 .......................JayJay Justice ....................... 9
12 .......................Drew Lowe, Captain .............. 12
13 .......................Zach Garrett ......................... 11
14 .......................Dalton Kritzwiser .................. 10
15 .......................Brayden Gifford .................... 10
19 .......................Luke Bradley ......................... 10
21 .......................Dylan Bailey .......................... 10
32 ......................Brock Bradley ....................... 9
33 ......................Brayden Queen ..................... 10
34 ......................Kyle Cade .............................. 9
42 ......................Jordan Huffman.................... 9
44 ......................JD Hatcher ............................ 11

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .................Time ................ Opponent .........................location
3/27 ..................5:00 ..................South Webster ...................Away
3/29 ..................5:00 ..................Western ..............................Home
3/30 ..................6:00 ..................Rose Hill .............................Away
3/31 ...................5:00 ..................Western ..............................Awau
4/3 ....................5:00 ..................Peebles ...............................Away
4/4 ....................5:00 ..................Ironton St. Joe ....................Home
4/6 ....................5:00 ..................South Gallia ........................Away
4/7 ....................5:00 ..................Eastern ...............................TBD
4/8 ....................11:00 .................Manchester DH ..................Away
4/10 ..................5:00 ..................Eastern ...............................TBD
4/11 ...................5:00 ..................South Webster ...................Home
4/12 ...................5:00 ..................Symmes Valley ...................Home
4/13 ...................5:00 ..................Symmes Valley ...................Away
4/14 ...................6:00 ..................Raceland ............................Away
4/17 ...................5:00 ..................Green..................................Away
4/18...................5:00 ..................Ironton ...............................Away
4/19...................5:00 ..................Green..................................Home
4/21 ...................5:00 ..................Clay ....................................Away
4/24 ..................5:00 ..................Clay ....................................Home
4/26 ..................5:00 ..................Notre Dame ........................Away
4/27 ..................5:00 ..................Notre Dame ........................VA Stad.
4/28 ..................5:00 ..................South Gallia ........................Home
5/1 .....................5:00 ..................Ironton St. Joe ....................Away36
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EAST TARTANS
Lady Tartans are young and ready to play
By Kim Jenkins
Sports Contributor

the East girls’ softball 
coach, Jessica Conley, is 
beginning her 3rd year lead-
ing the Lady tartans this 
year. Coach Conley is very 
upbeat, as she speaks of 
her girls and this season. 
“I’m really excited for the 
upcoming season. We have 
4 seniors, 3 of them who 
are returning. then, we 
have Peyton Helphinestine, 
who will be going up on the 
mound for us. She’s consis-
tent and we’re really looking 
forward to that.”

When speaking of return-
ing players she says, “We 
have Megan Carver, she 
didn’t actually get to play last 
year, due to circumstances, 
but she’s been a four year 
player so far, along with 
Jasomyn Fraustchy who’s an 
awesome centerfielder, but I 

think she’ll be playing a little 
infield for us. And, we also 
have Gracie Billings, playing 
shortstop and pitching.”

As they look on to the 
season, Coach Conley tells 
us, “Look out for Jasomyn 
Helphinestine, she’s got a 
great bat, Jasomyn is aces 
and she’s super super fast. 
Megan Carver is going to bat 
cleanup for us. Gracie Bill-
ings, she is a super consis-
tent local leader, who leads 
by example, I’m really happy 
with her too.”

Sounds like the Lady tar-
tans are ready to go as the 
coach quotes, “We’re very 
excited for the season. the 
girls, other than the 4 or 5 
returning players , we’re pret-
ty young, a little bit inexpe-
rienced, and they have great 
attitudes. the girls are very 
coachable and we’re really 
exited to see where we could 
take this season.”
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EAST TARTANS
SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ........... Time ............................Opponent ..................locations
3/31 ............. 5:00 .............................. Western .......................Away
4/3 .............. 5:00 .............................. New Boston .................Away
4/4 .............. 5:00 .............................. Ironton St. Joe .............Home
4/6 .............. 5:00 .............................. South Gallia .................Away
4/8 .............. 11:00 ............................. Manchester .................Away
4/10 ............ 5:00 .............................. Eastern ........................Away
4/13 ............. 5:00 .............................. Symmes Valley ............Away
4/17 ............. 5:00 .............................. Green ...........................Away
4/28 ............ TBA ............................... South Gallia .................Away
5/1 ............... 5:30 .............................. Ironton St. Joe .............Away

SOFTBall ROSTER
Name .............................................................Grade
Keke Burgess ...................................................10
Gracie Billings ..................................................12
Megan Carver...................................................12
Ali Escamilla .....................................................9
Victoria Fannin .................................................11
Kaylee Flannery ...............................................10
Jasomyn Frautschy ..........................................12
Kaitlyn Gifford ..................................................10
Peyton Helphinestine ......................................11
Jasomyn Jordan ..............................................10
Maddison Mullins .............................................9
Hannah Robins ................................................12
Shayla Rosenogle ............................................9
Hannah Sexton ................................................11
Laiken Skinner .................................................9
Jasomyn Smith ................................................10
Lexi Stone ........................................................11

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ..................Opponent .....................location
3/28 ................... Wheelersburg ................ Away
3/29 ................... West ............................... Home
4/4 ..................... Waverly .......................... Home
4/6 ..................... New Boston ................... Home
4/7 ..................... Notre Dame ................... Away
4/11 .................... Clay ................................ Home
4/13 .................... Notre Dame ................... Home
4/18.................... Valley ............................. Home
4/20 ................... Clay ................................ Away
4/25 ................... Minford .......................... Away
4/27 ................... New Boston ................... Away
5/3, 4.................. SOC Tournment .............

“We’re very excited for the season. 
The girls, other than the 4 or 5 

returning players , we’re pretty young, 
a little bit inexperienced, and they 

have great attitudes.”
— Jessica Conley,

Tartans Softball Coach
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GREEN BOBCATS
Green set to go far on diamond
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

teams that will take you 
up on a contest or an affair 
at any time or place usually 
turn out to be tough outs 
going forward.

And over the past seven 
years, the Green Bobcats’ 
baseball program, under the 
leadership of Dan McDavid, 
have continued to be a thorn 
in the side of each of the 
opponents that it has played 
over the course of McDavid’s 
tenure at Green, due to the 
competitive nature that has 
been established in the pro-
gram.

With a talented core and a 
great blend of experience and 
youth all across the Bobcats’ 
roster, McDavid believes that 
the 2017 version of the Green 
Bobcats will be right there in 
the thick of the SOC I race 
once again.

“We’re really proud of 
what’s in place here at 
Green,” McDavid said. 
“When you have seven win-
ning seasons in all seven 
years that you’ve coached 
here, and add the three trips 
to the district finals on top of 
that, it’s obviously something 
that is big for the program. 
We’re averaging over 14 wins 
a season, and we believe that 
we can improve on that this 

year.”
It certainly doesn’t hurt 

that the Bobcats have four 
athletic, experienced, and 
talented baseball players at 
the forefront of their unit in 
tayte Carver, tyler Darnell, 
trevor Carver and tanner 
Kimbler. trevor Carver is a 
four-year starter for Green 
and Darnell is a strong field-
ing and hitting threat, while 
tayte Carver and Kimbler 
head a strong sophomore 
class that is highly regarded 
in multiple sports.

“trevor is an excellent 
baseball player,” McDavid 
said. “We’ve looked toward 
him when we’ve needed a big 
hit, as well as if we’ve needed 
a shot in the arm from a lead-
ership standpoint. tyler’s a 
hardworking kid with a great 
attitude and a great work 
ethic. He’s swinging the bat 
really well for us during the 
preseason, and we’re just 
looking for big things from 
him in the outfield and at the 
plate. tanner does an amaz-
ing job at shortstop, and he’s 
one of the main pitchers in 
our rotation. As for tayte, we 
think that he’s one of the best 
players in the district, if not 
the best. He’s a great center 
fielder, and he’ll also play a 
major role on the mound and 
at shortstop, as well.”

However, there’s plenty of 

talent to go around, even out-
side of the initial quartet.

to start, there’s Hayden 
Whitis at first base, who 
brings a nice pop to the 
table, and Ethan Carpenter, 
who, according to McDavid, 
“has really stepped his game 
up over the last three weeks.” 
then, there’s rylee Maynard, 
Derrick Brown, tyler Imes, 
and Drew ramey, who all 
add depth, talent, work ethic 
and a gritty attitude to the 
table for Green.

And when you add glue 
guys like Austin Bailey, Daw-
son Blevins, and trevor Dar-
nell to the table, the result is 
a team that can contend for 
not only a SOC I Champion-
ship, but a Division IV Dis-
trict Championship.

“Austin works hard every 
day,” McDavid said. “He’s 
earned a starting position 
in our lineup. Dawson, like 
Austin, has a great work 
ethic as well. He’s the first 
one here and the last one to 

leave. trevor is a gritty kid 
and, like Austin and Dawson, 
brings a great work ethic to 
the table. He’s always smil-
ing, and gives us positive 
energy every day.”

regardless of how the 
starting lineup will be set, 
the goal of winning the SOC 
I and making a deep post-
season run remain as the pri-
mary goals for McDavid and 
his bunch.

“Our goals are to win the 
league, and make a deep 
run in the tournament,” 
McDavid said. “We’ve been 
able to accomplish that on 
a consistent basis. We feel 
that our pitching staff is 
capable of helping us meet 
the goals that we have set 
for ourselves, and we have a 
challenging schedule that will 
test us and prepare us for our 
conference slate, as well as 
postseason play.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7

“We’re averaging over 14 wins a 
season, and we believe that we can 

improve on that this year.”
— Dan McDavid,

Bobcats Baseball Coach
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GREEN BOBCATS
BaSEBall ROSTER
No. ....................... Name ......................................Grade
2 ............................Tanner Kimbler ........................ 10
3 ............................Jacob McKenzie ....................... 11
4 ............................Rylee Maynard ......................... 11
5 ............................Ethan Carpenter ...................... 9
7 .............................Tyler Darnell ............................. 12
8 ............................Kyle Perry ................................. 12
9 ............................Derrick Brown .......................... 11
13 ...........................Austin Bailey ............................ 12
15 ...........................Chase Clark .............................. 11
16 ...........................Dawson Blevins ........................ 12
18 ...........................Tayte Carver ............................. 10
19 ...........................Garrett Daniels......................... 10
20 ..........................Bryce Ponn ............................... 10
21 ...........................Tyler Imes ................................. 12
25 ..........................Drew Ramey ............................. 10
30 ..........................Trevor Darnell ........................... 9
32 ..........................Hayden Whitis .......................... 10
33 ..........................Trevor Carver ........................... 12

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .............Time ............... Opponent .......................location
3/25 ..............11:00 ................ Eastern Brown ..................West
3/25 ..............3:00 ................. West ..................................West
3/27 ..............TBA .................. Rock Hill(Wood Bat) .........Away
3/28 ..............TBA .................. Rock Hill(Wood Bat) .........Away
3/29 ..............5:00 ................. Symmes Valley .................Home
3/31 ...............5:00 ................. Symmes Valley .................Away
4/1 .................11:00 ................ White Oak DH ...................Home
4/3 ................5:00 ................. Eastern Beaver .................Home
4/5 ................5:00 ................. Eastern Beaver .................Away
4/7 ................5:00 ................. Clay ...................................Away
4/8 ................11:00 ................ Chesapeake DH ................Home
4/10 ..............5:00 ................. Clay ...................................Home
4/12 ...............5:00 ................. South Gallia ......................Home
4/14 ...............5:00 ................. Southern ...........................Home
4/17 ...............5:00 ................. East ...................................Home
4/18...............5:00 ................. South Webster ..................Home
4/19...............5:00 ................. East ...................................Away
4/20 ..............5:00 ................. South Gallia ......................Away
4/21 ...............5:00 ................. Notre Dame ......................Home
4/22 ..............5:00 ................. Rowan Co. .........................Away
4/24 ..............5:00 ................. Notre Dame ......................Away
4/26 ..............5:00 ................. Western Pike .....................Home
4/28 ..............5:00 ................. Western Pike .....................Away
5/2 ................TBA .................. Northwest .........................Away
5/5 ................5:00 ................. Vinton Co. .........................Away

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ...........Time .................Opponent .......................location
3/29 ............5:00 ..................Symmes Valley ..................Home
3/31 .............5:00 ..................Symmes Valley ..................Away
4/3 ..............5:00 ..................Eastern Beaver .................Home
4/5 ..............5:00 ..................Eastern Beaver .................Away
4/6 ..............5:00 ..................South Webster ..................Away
4/7 ..............5:00 ..................Clay ...................................Away
4/8 ..............11:00 .................Oak Hill DH ........................Home
4/10 ............5:00 ..................Clay ...................................Home
4/12 .............5:00 ..................New Boston .......................Home
4/14 .............5:00 ..................New Boston .......................Away
4/17 .............5:00 ..................East ...................................Home
4/18.............5:00 ..................South Webster ..................Home
4/19.............5:00 ..................East ...................................Away
4/21 .............5:00 ..................Notre Dame.......................Home
4/24 ............5:00 ..................Notre Dame.......................Away
4/26 ............5:00 ..................Western .............................Home
4/27 ............5:00 ..................Ironton St. Joe...................Home
4/28 ............5:00 ..................Western .............................Away
5/4 ...............5:00 ..................Ironton St. Joe...................Away
5/6 ..............11:00 .................Western Union DH ............Home

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date .... Time ...... Opponent ...................location
3/25 ......................South Point Relays ...... South Point
3/28 ......................Minford ........................
3/30 ......................Northwest ...................
4/1 .........................Ironton Inv. .................. Ironton
4/4 ........................Chesapeake ................
4/8 ........................South Gallia Inv. ..........
4/12 .......................South Webster ............
4/15 .......................Maysville Inv. ...............
4/22 ......................South Webster Inv. ......
4/25 ......................Northwest Inv. .............
4/27 ......................West ............................
5/2 ........................Valley ...........................
5/9 ........................SOC Meet .................... South Webster
5/11 .......................SOC Meet .................... South Webster
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GREEN BOBCATS
Green to scratch, claw under new leader
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In fact, the first-year coach 
says that most of the girls 
are “interchangeable” and 
adds that different indi-
viduals have stepped up for 
the team and come through 
in the scrimmages that 
Green has participated in 
so far this season.

“All of the girls are pretty 
much on the same level 
and offer up the same attri-
butes,” Jenkins said. “they 
each can play anywhere in 
the field. that’s a strength 
for our team.”

While this season may be 
one of growing pains for 
the Green Bobcats, a roster 

of three freshmen, eight 
sophomores, and just one 
senior has Green in a posi-
tion to improve over the 
next few seasons under its 
new leader.

“We’re going to get back 
to basics with the funda-
mentals,” Jenkins said. 
“We’ve spent a lot of time, 
as a coaching staff, catch-
ing the girls up on the 
fundamentals so that in the 
future, we’ll be pretty good, 
especially with the athletic 
talent that we have.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930

“All of the girls are pretty much 
on the same level and offer up the 

same attributes. They each can 
play anywhere in the field. That’s 

a strength for our team.”
— Shane Jenkins,

Bobcats Head Coach

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. .........................Name...................................Grade
7 ..............................Helen Bradley ....................... 12
22 ...........................Haley Bradley ....................... 10
25 ...........................Rachael Cline ........................ 9
- ..............................Taylah Deerfield .................... 10
11 ............................Kori Deerfield ........................ 10
5 .............................Hailey Hammon .................... 10
24 ...........................Megan Johnson .................... 10
16 ............................Logan Jones .......................... 10
21 ............................Cassie Kellogg ...................... 9
8 .............................Chloe Mckenzie .................... 9
19 ............................Katie Porter .......................... 10
3 .............................Kerston Sparks ..................... 10

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

to give a program new 
life and energy, one must 
have confidence in his or 
her unit’s ability to play to 
start with.

First-year head coach 
Shane Jenkins certainly 
doesn’t lack enthusiasm for 
his Green Bobcats. In fact, 
he sees a group that can 
make major inroads, both 
inside and outside of SOC 
I play.

“the girls are a young, 
but an athletic group,” 
Jenkins said. “they are 
hardworking and coachable 
with great attitudes, and 
that bodes well for a group 
that is trying to learn the 
game of softball.”

Green already has one 
piece of the puzzle figured 
out and taken care of in 
the circle, as Haley Bradley 

will be back to pitch for 
the Bobcats this season as 
Green’s ace on the staff.

“Haley’s very, very con-
sistent,” Jenkins said. “She 
fills a big role for us.”

Behind Brantley, Helen 
Bradley, the team’s lone 
upperclassman, will be the 
team’s defacto leader and 
will play an assortment of 
positions in her role. In 
addition to Bradley, Kori 
Deerfield, who will be the 
team’s defensive general at 
shortstop, Megan Johnson, 
who will play mainly in 
the outfield, and Kerston 
Sparks, who will play at 
one of the hot corners, will 
also play an integral part 
on the unit. Logan Jones, a 
Second-team All-SOC hon-
oree, also returns.

As for the rest of the 
positions, Jenkins believes 
that they’re up for grabs. 



NEW BOSTON TIGERS
Holbrook, Tigers look to make further gains
By Kevin Colley
kcolley@civitasmedia.com

When a team improves its 
win-loss total by three games 
in a tough SOC I slate, it’s 
safe to say that the program 
in question is on the rise.

Sure enough, Brian Hol-
brook has the New Boston 
softball faithful thinking big 
things as the 2017 season 
nears, especially after taking 
the Lady tigers from a 2-12 
campaign in conference play 
in 2015 to a 5-11 mark last 
year.

And with more young tal-
ent set to join the roster at 
New Boston, Holbrook is 
looking forward to moving 
the Lady tigers further up 
the SOC I ladder.

“We’re looking to improve 
on what we did last year,” 
Holbrook said. “We have 
quite a few experienced girls 
coming back, and they’ve 
continued to grow as a team 
throughout the offseason. 
We’ve got a little bit of a new 
look, so we’re hoping to have 
a whole new attitude and 
more of a team concept to 

where it allows us to com-
pete for some big victories. 
We’re looking for some good 
things for the new Lady 
tigers this season.”

For New Boston, it all 
starts at the top with their 
junior trio of Mariah Buck-
ley, tosha Poole, and Kaylee 
Stone. Each individual will 
play all around the field for 
the Lady tigers, with Poole 
primarily working from the 
circle and Buckley and Stone 
serving as the team’s leaders 
in the infield.

“Kaylee is an excellent 
softball player, Mariah is very 
versatile, and tosha has been 
a big force on the mound for 
us,” Holbrook said. “We’re 
expecting a lot out of that 
trio.”

In addition to the trio, 
there’s the leadership that 
Kayla Phipps and Madison 
Salisbury provide. the pair 
are solid hands who will see 
significant time in both the 
infield and outfield areas 
throughout the course of the 
season.

“Kayla and Madison 

are very experienced and 
dependable in all facets,” 
Holbrook said. “We’re 
expecting a lot out of them 
as well.”

Sophomores Morgan 
Kitchen, Erica Corns, and 
Brianna Wiedbrauk, along 
with freshmen taylen Hick-
man, Brooklyn Hoskins, 
and Lexus Oiler, are also 
expected to be significant 
contributors for New Boston 
throughout the course of the 
year.

they’ll combine with 
Katherine Whisman, Chloe 
Sparks, regan Scarberry, 
and Morgan rawlins - who 
is expected to return from a 
thumb injury - to provide a 
strong cast around the previ-
ously mentioned quintet. 
Corns, Hickman, and Scar-
berry, along with Poole and 
Stone, give the Lady tigers 
plenty of depth in pitching 
arms, as well - something 
that New Boston has sorely 
lacked in previous years.

the increased depth 
showed in the offseason, 
according to Holbrook.

“I was very happy with 
how we performed in the 
preseason,” Holbrook said. 
“We played a few scrimmage 
games, and the girls really hit 
the ball well in each of them. 
We’ve got some good pitch-
ing lined up, and we have 
four or five solid pitchers. 
I’m very excited about the 
rotation that we have, and 
it will certainly allow us to 
throw some diversity at our 
opponents.”

Behind a staff that con-
sists of Mike roark, Brent 
Williams, and Leslie Mack, 
along with a hungry group 
of Lady tigers, New Boston 
could be prepared to shock 
quite a few around Southeast 
Ohio during the 2017 cam-
paign.

“the attitude in our dug-
out is excellent,” Holbrook 
said. “Everybody’s working 
together and coming togeth-
er for the purpose of winning 
softball games. We’re looking 
for good things to happen 
this year, all the way around.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @ColleyKevin7
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NEW BOSTON TIGERS

 

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date .................Time ...................Opponent ...................location
3/29 ..................5:00 .................... Notre Dame ................. Home
3/31 ...................5:00 .................... Notre Dame ................. Away
4/3 ....................5:00 .................... East .............................. Away
4/5 ....................5:00 .................... East .............................. Home
4/7 ....................5:00 .................... Symmes Valley ............ Home
4/10 ..................5:00 .................... Symmes Valley ............ Away
4/12 ...................5:00 .................... Green ........................... Away
4/14 ...................5:00 .................... Green ........................... Home
4/17 ...................5:00 .................... Clay .............................. Away
4/19...................5:00 .................... Clay .............................. Home
4/21 ...................5:00 .................... Western ....................... Home
4/24 ..................5:00 .................... Western ....................... Away
4/26 ..................5:00 .................... Eastern ........................ Away
4/28 ..................5:00 .................... Eastern ........................ Home

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. ................................................ Name
8 ......................................................Kayla Phipps
10 .....................................................Madison Salisbury
14 .....................................................Kaylee Stone
4 ......................................................Mariah Buckley
7 .......................................................Tasha Poole
3 ......................................................Brianna Wiedbrauk
1 .......................................................Erica Corns
2 ......................................................Morgan Rawlins
61 .....................................................Regan Scarberry
35 ....................................................Morgan Kitchen
23 ....................................................Katherine Whisman
11 .....................................................Taylen Hickman
42 ....................................................Chloe Sparks
0 ......................................................Lexus Oiler
5 ......................................................Brooklyn Hoskins

 

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date .................Time ...................Opponent ...................location
3/27 ..................4:30 ..................... Valley ........................... Away
3/28 ..................4:30 ..................... Ironton ......................... Away
3/30 ..................4:30 ..................... Clay .............................. Away
4/3 ....................4:30 ..................... Minford ........................ Away
4/4 ....................4:30 ..................... Notre Dame ................. Away
4/6 ....................4:30 ..................... East .............................. Away
4/13 ...................4:30 ..................... Waverly ........................ Home
4/17 ...................4:30 ..................... Clay .............................. Home
4/18...................4:30 ..................... Notre Dame ................. Home
4/20 ..................4:30 ..................... West ............................. Away
4/25 ..................4:30 ..................... Wheelersburg .............. Away
4/26 ..................4:30 ..................... East .............................. Home

“We’ve got a little bit of a new 
look, so we’re hoping to have a 

whole new attitude and more of a 
team concept to where it allows 

us to compete for some big 
victories.”

— Brian Holbrook,
Tigers Softball Coach
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OAK HILL OAKS
SOFTBall ROSTER
No. .......................Name .......................................Grade
24 .........................Brooklyn Carpenter .................. 12
27 .........................Chelsea Clutters ....................... 12
10 ..........................Kelsey Hilderbrant .................... 12
15 ..........................Allison McGlone ........................ 12
13 ..........................Kayle Kiser ................................ 12
23 .........................Kristin Eick ................................ 11
8 ...........................Brooklyn Mollett ....................... 10
44 .........................Baleigh McNerlin ...................... 10
4 ...........................Andrea Lewis ............................ 9
2 ...........................Caitlyn Brisker .......................... 9
7 ............................Abby Meldick ............................ 9
21 ..........................Brook Creech ............................ 9
20 .........................Timea Burnett .......................... 9
33 .........................Olivia Jones ............................... 9
12 ..........................Destiny Taylor ........................... 9

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE

Date .........Time .............. Opponent ...................... location
3/28 ......... 4:30 ................Waverly ............................Away
3/30 ......... 4:30 ................Jackson Inv. .....................Away
4/3 ........... 5:00 ................Oak Hill Meet ...................Home
4/7 ........... TBA .................Minford Inv. ......................Away

4/11 .......... TBA .................Jackson ............................Away
4/12 .......... TBA .................South Webster .................Away
4/18.......... 5:00 ................Portsmouth .....................Away
4/25 ......... 5:00 ................Jackson Co. Meet ............Home
5/2 ........... 5:00 ................Oak Hill Meet ...................Home
5/4 ............ TBA .................Northwest ........................Away
5/9 ........... TBA .................SOC Meet .........................South Webster
5/11 .......... TBA .................SOC Meet .........................South Webster

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. .........................Name........................................Grade
23 ...........................Shane Spriggs ........................... 12
25/22 .....................Christian Ramsey ...................... 12
7 ..............................Riley Kuhn .................................. 12
11 ............................Michael Hays ............................. 12
4 .............................Tyler Rice ................................... 12
5 .............................Luke Fryman .............................. 12
9 .............................Jared Walls ................................. 11
21 ............................Kyle Snyder ................................ 11
12 ............................Gavin Jonas ............................... 11
16 ............................Hunter Lahrmer ......................... 10
18 ............................Daniel Eggers ............................. 10
8 .............................Bayley Clutters .......................... 10
3 .............................Austin Dean ............................... 10
17 ............................Dakota Duhl ............................... 10
24 ...........................D.R. Stapleton ............................ 10
2/14 ........................Cody Bink .................................. 10
13 ............................Justin Doss ................................ 10

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............. Time ................Opponent ................... location
3/25 .............. 10:00 ................Westfall .........................VA Stad.
3/28 .............. 5:00 ..................River Valley....................Away
3/29 .............. 5:00 ..................Valley .............................Away
3/31 ............... 5:00 ..................Valley .............................Home
4/1 ................. 11:00 .................Southern DH .................Home
4/3 ................ 5:00 ..................West ..............................Away
4/4 ................ 5:00 ..................Wellston ........................Home
4/5 ................ 5:00 ..................West ..............................Home
4/7 ................ 5:00 ..................South Webster ..............Away
4/10 .............. 5:00 ..................South Webster ..............Home
4/11 ............... 5:00 ..................Symmes Valley..............Home
4/12 ............... 5:00 ..................Minford..........................Away
4/13 ............... 5:00 ..................Minford..........................Home
4/15 ............... 11:00 .................Vinton Co. DH ...............Away
4/17 ............... 5:00 ..................Waverly .........................Home
4/19............... 5:00 ..................Waverly .........................Away
4/21 ............... 5:00 ..................Wheelersburg ...............Home
4/22 .............. 11:00 .................Chesapeake ..................Home
4/24 .............. 5:00 ..................Wheelersburg ...............Away
4/25 .............. 5:00 ..................Wellston ........................Away
5/1 ................. 5:00 ..................Northwest .....................Home
5/2 ................ 5:00 ..................Alexander ......................Away
5/3 ................ 5:00 ..................Northwest .....................Away
5/6 ................ 11:00 .................Alexander ......................Home

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ............Time .............. Opponent ...................location
3/25 .............11:00 ..............Eastern DH................... Home
3/28 .............5:00 ................River Valley .................. Away
3/29 .............5:00 ................Valley............................ Away
3/31 ..............5:00 ................Valley............................ Home
4/3 ...............5:00 ................West ............................. Away
4/4 ...............5:00 ................Wellston ....................... Home
4/5 ...............5:00 ................West ............................. Home
4/7 ...............5:00 ................South Webster ............. Away
4/8 ...............11:00 ..............Green DH ..................... Away
4/10 .............5:00 ................South Webster ............. Home
4/12 ..............5:00 ................Minford ........................ Away
4/13 ..............5:00 ................Alexander ..................... Home
4/14 ..............5:00 ................Minford ........................ Home
4/15 ..............11:00 ..............Vinton Co. DH .............. Away
4/17 ..............5:00 ................Waverly ........................ Home
4/19..............5:00 ................Waverly ........................ Away
4/20 .............5:00 ................Northwest .................... Home
4/21 ..............5:00 ................Wheelersburg .............. Home
4/24 .............5:00 ................Wheelersburg .............. Away
4/25 .............5:00 ................Wellston ....................... Away
5/1 ................5:00 ................New Boston ................. Home
5/2 ...............5:00 ................Alexander ..................... Away
5/4 ................5:00 ................Northwest .................... Away
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EASTERN EAGLES
BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date .............Time ................Opponent .......................... location
3/27 ..............5:00 ..................Wellston ............................... Away
3/29 ..............5:00 ..................Clay ...................................... Away
3/31 ...............5:00 ..................Clay ...................................... Home
4/1 .................11:00 .................Valley DH .............................. Home
4/3 ................5:00 ..................Green ................................... Away
4/5 ................5:00 ..................Green ................................... Home
4/7 ................5:00 ..................East ...................................... Away
4/8 ................1:30 ..................Pike Co. Classic ................... Piketon
4/10 ..............5:00 ..................East ...................................... Home
4/11 ...............5:00 ..................Notre Dame ......................... Away
4/12 ...............5:00 ..................Notre Dame ......................... Home
4/15 ...............11:00 .................Federal Hocking DH ............. H0me
4/17 ...............5:00 ..................Western ................................ Home
4/18...............5:00 ..................Southeastern ....................... Away
4/19...............5:00 ..................Western ................................ Away
4/21 ...............5:00 ..................Symmes Valley .................... Home
4/22 ..............12:00 ................Huntington Ross DH ............ Away
4/24 ..............5:00 ..................Whiteoak .............................. Home
5/3 ................5:00 ..................Peebles ................................ Away
5/5 ................5:00 ..................Symmes Valley .................... Away

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. ................. Name .................................. Grade
13 .................... Clay Martin ........................... 12
10 .................... Austin Perry .......................... 12
22 ................... Ethan Leist............................ 12
24 ................... Dalton Tomlison ................... 11
11 .................... Bryce Hoover ........................ 11
6 ..................... David Craycraft .................... 11
2 ..................... Parker Clemmons ................ 10
5 ..................... Austin Canaday .................... 10
4 ..................... Hunter Pollock ...................... 10
14 .................... Jacob Hoover ....................... 10
15 .................... Shawn Riley .......................... 10
3 ..................... Evan Leist ............................. 10
12 .................... Cole Haislop ......................... 10
9 ..................... Chance Adkins ..................... 9

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ...............Time ...................Opponent ..................... location
3/25 ................11:00.................... Oak Hill DH ..................... Away
3/27 ................5:00 ..................... Northwest ....................... Home
3/29 ................5:00 ..................... Clay ................................. Home
3/31 .................5:00 ..................... Clay ................................. Away
4/3 ..................5:00 ..................... Green .............................. Away
4/4 ..................5:00 ..................... Huntington ..................... Away
4/5 ..................5:00 ..................... Green .............................. Home
4/7 ..................5:00 ..................... East ................................. Away
4/8 ..................TBA ...................... Pike Co. Classic .............. Away
4/10 ................5:00 ..................... East ................................. Home
4/11 .................5:00 ..................... Notre Dame .................... Away
4/12 .................5:00 ..................... Notre Dame .................... Home
4/17 .................5:00 ..................... Western........................... Home
4/18.................5:00 ..................... Southeastern .................. Away
4/19.................5:00 ..................... Western........................... Away
4/21 .................5:00 ..................... Symmes Valley ............... Home
4/24 ................5:00 ..................... Whiteoak ......................... Home
4/26 ................5:00 ..................... New Boston .................... Home
5/3 ..................5:00 ..................... Peebles ........................... Away
5/4 ...................5:00 ..................... South Webster ................ Home
5/5 ..................5:00 ..................... Symmes Valley ............... Away
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S42

IRONTON
BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ........Time ............. Opponent .....................location
3/25 ........ 9:30 ...............Valley .............................. Home
3/25 ........ 2:30 ...............Huntington..................... Home
3/28 ........ 6:00 ...............Russell ........................... Away
3/31 ......... 5:00 ...............Gallia Academy .............. Away
4/3 .......... 5:00 ...............Fairland .......................... Away
4/4 .......... 5:00 ...............River Valley .................... Home
4/5 .......... 5:00 ...............Coal Grove ..................... Home
4/7 .......... 5:00 ...............Chesapeake ................... Away
4/10 ........ 5:00 ...............South Point .................... Home
4/12 ......... 5:00 ...............Rock Hill ......................... Away
4/13 ......... 5:00 ...............Lewis Co. ........................ Away
4/14 ......... 5:00 ...............Portsmouth.................... Home
4/17 ......... 5:00 ...............Gallia Academy .............. Home
4/18......... 5:00 ...............East ................................ Home
4/19......... 5:00 ...............Fairland .......................... Home
4/20 ........ 5:00 ...............Cabell Midland ............... Away
4/21 ......... 5:00 ...............Coal Grove ..................... Away
4/22 ........ 1:30 ................Clay ................................ Home
4/24 ........ 5:00 ...............Chesapeake ................... Home
4/26 ........ 5:00 ...............South Point .................... Away
4/27 ........ 5:30 ...............Ashland .......................... Away
4/28 ........ 5:00 ...............Rock Hill ......................... Home
5/1 ........... 5:00 ...............Portsmouth.................... Away
5/3 .......... 5:00 ...............North Adams ................. Rio Grande

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date .........Time .............Opponent .................... location
3/27 ......... 5:00 .............. Wellston ........................ Home
3/28 ......... 5:30 .............. Greenup Co................... Away
3/31 .......... 5:00 .............. Gallia ............................. Away
4/3 ........... 5:00 .............. Fairland ......................... Away
4/4 ........... 5:00 .............. River Valley ................... Home
4/5 ........... 5:00 .............. Coal Grove .................... Home
4/6 ........... 5:00 .............. Minford ......................... Away
4/7 ........... 5:00 .............. Chesapeake .................. Away
4/10 ......... 5:00 .............. South Point................... Home
4/12 .......... 5:00 .............. Rock Hill........................ Away
4/13 .......... 5:30 .............. Spring Valley ................. Away
4/14 .......... 5:00 .............. Portsmouth .................. Home
4/17 .......... 5:00 .............. Gallia ............................. Home
4/19.......... 5:00 .............. Fairland ......................... Home
4/21 .......... 5:00 .............. Coal Grove .................... Away
4/24 ......... 5:00 .............. Chesapeake .................. Home
4/25 ......... 5:00 .............. Clay ............................... Home
4/26 ......... 5:00 .............. South Point................... Away
4/27 ......... 5:30 .............. Spring Valley ................. Home
4/28 ......... 5:00 .............. Rock Hill........................ Home
5/1 ............ 5:00 .............. Portsmouth .................. Away
5/2 ........... 5:00 .............. Notre Dame .................. Home
5/3 ........... 5:00 .............. Greenup Co................... Home
5/4 ............ 5:00 .............. West .............................. Away

TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date .............. Time .................Opponent ...................location
3/24 ............... 4:30 ...................Minford .........................Home
3/27 ............... 4:30 ...................Notre Dame ..................Away
3/28 ............... 4:30 ...................New Boston ..................Home
3/30 ............... 4:30 ...................Russell ..........................Away
3/31 ................ 4:30 ...................Jackson .........................Home
4/6 ................. 4:30 ...................Gallia .............................Away
4/10 ............... 4:30 ...................Wheelersburg ...............Home
4/11 ................ 4:30 ...................Raceland .......................Away
4/13 ................ 4:30 ...................Jackson .........................Away
4/17 ................ 4:30 ...................Portsmouth ..................Home
4/18................ 4:30 ...................Minford .........................Away
4/22 ............... 10:00 .................Miami Trace DT .............Away
4/24 ............... 4:30 ...................Clay ...............................Home
4/27 ............... 4:30 ...................Notre Dame ..................Home
5/1 .................. 4:30 ...................Gallia .............................Home
5/4 .................. 4:30 ...................Portsmouth ..................Away

TRaCK & FIElD SCHEDulE
Date ........ Time ...............Opponent ......................location
4/1 ............10:00 ................Ironton Inv. .......................Home
4/7 ...........5:00 .................Lions Club Inv. .................Chesapeake
4/11 ..........5:00 .................Athens Open ....................The Plains
4/13 ..........5:00 .................Portsmouth Inv. ...............Away
4/18..........5:00 .................Meigs Relays ....................Pomeroy
4/21 ..........5:00 .................Fairland Inv. ......................Away
4/23 .........12:00 ................Somerlot Field Classic .....Away
4/26 .........5:00 .................Athens Open ....................The Plains
4/28-29 ...4:30/9:30 ........Friends of Coal Relays .....Charleston
5/2 ...........5:00 .................Coal Grove Inv. .................Away
5/3 ...........5:00 .................Portsmouth Relays ..........Away
5/5 ...........5:00 .................Rock Hill Inv......................Away
5/13 ..........5:00 .................OVC Championships .......Gallipolis
5/16 ..........4:00 .................Districts ...........................Pomeroy
5/20 .........3:00 .................Districts ...........................Pomeroy
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1902 25th St.
PORTSMOUTH

Office: 740-355-1990
Fax: 740-355-1991

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• ACREAGE
• RELOCATION

8811 Ohio River Rd.
WHEELERSBURG

Office: 740-574-9902
Fax: 740-574-9906

LICENSED
IN

OHIO &
KENTUCKY

Drop by or call one of our three locations. Conveniently located 
to serve all your real estate needs or visit our website  
www.realestategallery.com  24 hours, 7 days a week.

REAL ESTATE 
GALLERY, INC.

• www.realestategallery.com • www.realestategallery.com •

60
71

24
95

306 W. North Street 
Waverly, OH

Office: 740-941-1990

Nancy Hawk Broker & Owner 740-821-7344

• www.realestategallery.com • www.realestategallery.com •
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GREENUP CO. MUSKETEERS

SOFTBall ROSTER
No. .........................Name.................................... Grade
00 ...........................Hannah Hunt ......................... 10
04 ...........................Mykenzie Crosier ................... 10
05 ...........................Laykin Tolliver ........................ 12
07 ...........................Jaqueline Bautista ................. 9
10 ............................Aleeya Adkins ........................ 11
15 ............................Morgan Howard ..................... 12
17 ............................Becca Brown .......................... 11
19 ............................Madison Crump ..................... 12
22 ...........................Micah Ratliff .......................... 10
23 ...........................Sara Purcell ........................... 10
32 ...........................Shelby Watkins ...................... 12
42 ...........................Zoey Keeton ........................... 8

BaSEBall ROSTER
No. .........................Name...................................Grade
1 ..............................Kyle Gammon ....................... 11
2 ............................. Isaiah Greene ........................ 11
3 .............................Jaxon Keeton ........................ 12
4 .............................Collier Wireman .................... 11
7 ..............................Dylan Ball .............................. 10
8 .............................Drew Nickel ........................... 10
11 ............................Tristan Downing .................... 12
12 ............................Ryan Lambert ....................... 11
13 ............................Gage Hughes ........................ 11
16 ............................Chase Bass ........................... 12
21 ............................Brady Holbrook .................... 12
23 ...........................Alex Johnson ........................ 10
25 ...........................Michael Clevenger ................ 12
................................Chase Hunt ........................... 11
................................Trevor Wright ........................ 9

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ........ Time ...............Opponent ........................ location
3/27 .........6:00 .................Fleming Co. ........................ Home
3/29 .........6:15 ..................Rowan Co. .......................... Away
4/2 ...........4:00 .................Henry Clay ......................... Home
4/7 ...........10:00 ................West Jessamine ................. Home
4/11 ..........7:00 ..................Wheelersburg .................... Home
4/13 ..........6:00 .................Boyd Co. ............................. Away
4/17 ..........6:00 .................Raceland ............................ Away
4/18..........6:00 .................Raceland ............................ Home
4/20 .........6:00 .................Wheelersburg .................... Home
4/21 ..........7:30 ..................Scott Co. DH ...................... Away
4/22 .........2:00 .................Lexington Catholic ............. Home
4/24 .........6:00 .................Lewis Co. ............................ Away
4/25 .........6:00 .................Lewis Co. ............................ Home
4/27 .........6:00 .................Boyd Co .............................. Home
5/1 ............6:00 .................Russell ............................... Away
5/2 ...........6:00 .................Russell ............................... Home
5/5 ...........8:00 .................North Laurel....................... Away
5/6 ...........10:00 ................Scott Co. ............................ Away
5/12 ..........8:15 ..................Eastern ............................... Louisville
5/13 ..........11:00 ................Tates Creek ........................ Away
5/13 ..........1:30 ..................Beechwood ........................ Away
5/15 ..........6:00 .................Fleming Co. ........................ Away
5/17 ..........6:00 .................East Carter ......................... Home
5/18 ..........6:15 ..................Rowan Co. .......................... Home

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date ........ Time ...............Opponent ......................location
3/27 .........5:30 ..................Fairview .............................. Away
3/30 .........6:00 .................West Carter ........................ Home
4/13 ..........6:00 .................Lewis Co. ............................ Home
4/14 ..........7:30 ..................Boyle Co ............................. Home
4/17 ..........5:30 ..................Raceland ............................ Home
4/18..........6:00 .................Lewis Co. ............................ Away
4/20 .........5:30 ..................Russell ............................... Home
4/25 .........5:30 ..................Fleming Co. ........................ Home
4/27 .........5:30 ..................Russell ............................... Away
5/2 ...........6:00 .................West Carter ........................ Away
5/4 ............5:30 ..................Raceland ............................ Away
5/8 ...........5:30 ..................Boyd Co. ............................. Home
5/9 ...........5:30 ..................Rowan Co. .......................... Away
5/11 ..........5:30 ..................Fairview .............................. Home
5/15 ..........5:30 ..................Ashland Blazer ................... Home
5/19 ..........5:30 ..................Boyd Co. ............................. Away
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SHAWNEE STATE BEARS
BaSEBall ROSTER
No. .............................Name .............................................Class
1 .................................. Kyle Warner ..................................... JR
2 ................................. Kyle Agius ........................................ SR
3 ................................. Mike Watson .................................... JR
5 ................................. Blake Marshall ................................. SO
6 ................................. Brandon Reaman ............................ SR
7 .................................. Cameron Reaman ........................... FR
8 ................................. Chase Thurber................................. SO
9 ................................. Nick Kaiser ...................................... SO
10 ................................ Logan Knotts ................................... FR
11 ................................ Christian Helton .............................. SO
12 ................................ Jesse James .................................... JR
13 ................................ Matt Dvorscak ................................. JR
14 ................................ Sam Gerhold ................................... JR
15 ................................ Chris Numez .................................... FR
16 ................................ Daniel Thompson ............................ JR
17 ................................ Ryan Taylor ...................................... FR
18 ................................ Daniel Rayford ................................. JR
19 ................................ Austyn Goodwin .............................. JR
20 ............................... Casey Claflin .................................... JR

21 ................................ JT Boggs .......................................... JR
22 ............................... Josh Eplin ........................................ SO
23 ............................... James West ..................................... SO
24 ............................... Santitiago Martinez ......................... SO
25 ............................... Kasey Wright ................................... SO
25 ............................... Nick Rose ......................................... SO
27 ............................... Grant VanLiew ................................. SR
28 ............................... Tylere Straley ................................... JR
29 ............................... Austin Wells ..................................... JR
30 ............................... Joe Lloyd ......................................... SO
31 ................................ Michael Weisenberger ..................... FR
32 ............................... Tyler Arthur ..................................... JR
33 ............................... Brady Knittel ................................... JR
34 ............................... Derek Moore .................................... SR
35 ............................... Dylan Jamney .................................. FR
37................................ Joe Spano ........................................ FR
39 ............................... Will Morgan ...................................... FR
43 ............................... Cody Rawlins ................................... FR
44 ............................... Andrew Dito ..................................... SR
--- ................................ Jacob Chester ................................. FR

BaSEBall SCHEDulE
Date ............................................ Time ..................................................... Opponent ...................................................................... location
3/24 ...............................................3:00 ........................................................ Campbellsville Univ. .......................................................... Away
3/25 ...............................................12:00 ....................................................... Campbellsville Univ. .......................................................... Away
3/28 ...............................................12:00 ....................................................... Milligan College ................................................................. Home
3/31 ................................................5:00......................................................... Georgia Gwinnett College ................................................. Away
4/1 ..................................................1:00 ......................................................... Georgia Gwinnett College ................................................. Away
4/4 .................................................12:00 ....................................................... Wright State ...................................................................... Home
4/4 .................................................4:00 ........................................................ Point Park Univ. ................................................................. Home
4/5 .................................................12:00 ....................................................... Wright State ...................................................................... Away
4/7 .................................................3:00 ........................................................ Univ. of Pikeville ................................................................ Home
4/8 .................................................12:00 ....................................................... Univ. of Pikeville ................................................................ Home
4/11 ................................................3:00 ........................................................ Bluefield College ............................................................... Away
4/14 ................................................3:00 ........................................................ Univ. of the Cumberlands ................................................. Home
4/15 ................................................12:00 ....................................................... Univ. of the Cumberlands ................................................. Home
4/19................................................2:00......................................................... Union College .................................................................... Away
4/21 ................................................3:00 ........................................................ Cumberland Univ. ............................................................. Away
4/22 ...............................................12:00 ....................................................... Cumberland Univ. ............................................................. Away
4/25 ...............................................12:00 ....................................................... Point Park Univ. ................................................................. Away
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SOFTBall ROSTER
No. .............................Name .............................................Class
2 ................................. Miranda Melvin ................................ SR
3 ................................. Megan Shupert ................................ SO
5 ................................. McKenzie Whittaker ........................ SO
6 ................................. Katie Wolsefer ................................. FR
8 ................................. Katlyn Gleich ................................... SO
9 ................................. Brooke Blevins ................................ FR
10 ................................ Haley Rawlins .................................. FR

13 ................................ Madi Phillips .................................... SO
15 ................................ Miranda Pauley ................................ SR
16 ................................ Mckenzie Riley................................. SO
17 ................................ Marisa Brown .................................. SO
18 ................................ Tara Duncan .................................... SR
23 ............................... Victoria Bevington ........................... FR
27 ............................... Brianna Brewster ............................ JR
33 ............................... Kayla Koch ....................................... JR
40 ............................... Ashtyn Saunders ............................. FR

SOFTBall SCHEDulE
Date  ............................................Time ...................................................... Opponent .................................................................... location
4/24 ..............................................3:00 ......................................................... Univ. of the Cumberlands ............................................... Home
4/25 ..............................................1:00 .......................................................... Univ. of the Cumberlands ............................................... Home
4/29 ..............................................3:00 ......................................................... Univ. of Pikeville .............................................................. Away
4/31 ...............................................3:00 ......................................................... Lindsey Wilson ................................................................ Away
5/1 .................................................1:00 .......................................................... Lindsey Wilson ................................................................ Away
5/4 .................................................3:00 ......................................................... Georgetown College ........................................................ Away
4/5 ................................................2:00 ......................................................... Ohio Christian Univ. ........................................................ Away
4/6 ................................................3:00 ......................................................... Kentucky Christian Univ. ................................................. Away
4/11 ...............................................2:00 ......................................................... Ohio Christian Univ. ........................................................ Home
4/12 ...............................................3:00 ......................................................... University of Pikeville ...................................................... Home
4/14 ...............................................3:00 ......................................................... Cumberland Univ. ........................................................... Away
4/15 ...............................................1:00 .......................................................... Cumberland Univ. ........................................................... Away
4/17 ...............................................3:00 ......................................................... Kentucky Christian Univ. ................................................. Home
4/18...............................................3:00 ......................................................... Univ. of Rio Grande .......................................................... Home
4/25 ..............................................3:00 ......................................................... Univ. of Rio Grande .......................................................... Away
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MARK HUNTER, CSRM
837 6th Street, Portsmouth, OH

(740) 354-3124
mark.hunter@hunterwilliamsins.com
www.hunterwilliamsinsurance.com

60711902
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SHAWNEE STATE BEARS
TENNIS SCHEDulE
Date ........... Time ............ Opponent ................................location
3/24 ............ 1:30 ............... Univ. of Saint Francis .................Away
3/25 ............ 11:00 ............. Bethel College ...........................Away
4/1 ............... 12:00 ............ Alice Lloyd College ....................Asbury
4/1 ............... 3:00 .............. Asbury College ..........................Away
4/2 .............. 3:30 .............. Campbellsville Univ. ..................Away
4/3 .............. 2:00 .............. Lindsey Wilson ..........................Away
4/6 .............. 3:00 .............. Indiana Univ. East ......................Away
4/8 .............. 12:00 ............ Cumberland Univ. .....................Home
4/9 .............. 12:00 ............ Univ. of the Cumberlands .........Home
4/13 ............. 2:00 .............. Georgetown College ..................Away
4/19............. 3:00 .............. Indiana Univ. Southeast ............Away
4/21,22,23 ......................... TBA ............................................

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:00-5:00, 
Sat. 10:00-3:00, Closed Sunday

Be Stylish. Be Daring. 
Be Jeweled.

739 Fifth Street • Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

353-3259

6
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2
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9
6

60711876

GAMPP’S INCORPORATED

(740) 776-2362      (740)776-2382
2229 State Route 140 - Portsmouth, OH

WWW.GAMPPS.COM

“We Service What We Sell”
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