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Red Cross: History of volunteers
Staff Report

Volunteers represent more than 90
percent of the Ohio River Valley Red
Cross workforce. As the local Red Cross
celebrates its Century of Caring, it is
only fitting to recognize a few of the
thousands of volunteers that have helped
build a successful Red Cross program
in the communities served by the Ohio
River Valley American Red Cross.

LOCAL VOLUNTEERS
Mrs. Frank (Carolyn) Blood
Mrs. Frank (Carolyn) Blood began her
Red Cross volunteer service at age 12
by assisting with Red Cross swimming
lessons and later became of member of
the Junior Red Cross. Contributing more
than 50 years of service, she was a mem-

ber of the chapter’s board and served as
Chairman of Volunteer Service recruiting and scheduling all volunteers for
bloodmobile visits, fundraising events
and any other chapter activities where
volunteer help was needed. Known to
many as “String” Blood and the “Gingerbread Lady,” she contributed hundreds
of cheerful Gingerbread men for blood
donors during the month of December.
Charles Fugitt
Charles Fugitt, a local fireman, was
one of the most outstanding Red Cross
volunteers in the water safety and first
aid program. Beginning in 1932, he held
three swimming classes each summer
with one hundred students in each class.
By 1957, Fugitt, with the help of his
staff, taught more than 8,000 people to
swim. In 1936, he began instructing the
Red Cross First Aid course and served as

chairman of the Chapter’s First Aid and
Safety Program for many years. These
courses were offered free to the public.
Fugitt volunteered for the Red Cross
for more than 25 years and received an
award from the National Red Cross in
1957 for his outstanding service and
dedication
Mrs. John Hoover, Mrs. Howard Graf, Mrs.
Blood
Mrs. John Hoover, longtime Chairman
of the Gray Ladies; Mrs. Howard Graf,
and Mrs. Blood became involved with
the local Red Cross during the forties
and were the initial volunteer chairmen when the Scioto County Chapter
joined the Tri- County Blood Service in
1951. They all assisted the program for
more than 25 years serving in various
positions. Mrs. Hoover was one of the
first Gray Ladies from Portsmouth who

1942 Men’s Canteen Corps.

Photos submitted

worked at the Chillicothe Veteran’s Hospital. She also served as Chairman of the
Canteen and oversaw the recognition of
volunteers and blood donors. Mrs. Graf
See VOLUNTEERS | 3
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helped organize typists and clerical personnel during the blood visits.
Mrs. Harold W. Clausing
Another long time volunteer was Mrs.
Harold W. Clausing who served as Chairman of the Scioto County Blood Donor
Center from 1962 -1976.She initially
began as a volunteer in the 1940s as part
of the nationwide war effort. With more
than 25 years of service, she volunteered
for the Red Cross in Cincinnati and St.
Louis before coming to Portsmouth.
Marcia Sanderlin
Marcia Sanderlin began her service
as a volunteer with the Red Cross water
safety program in 1983. She was elected
to the Ohio River Valley Chapter’s Board
of Directors in 1998 and served as the
Board Chair from 1999-2001. She helped
rebuild the local Red Cross programs and
services as well as the financial base sup1917 Red Cross Nurses and Canteen Corps at NW 10th and Waller Street.

60729657
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porting the chapter. She led the Chapter
during the September 11th attacks and
due to her service for the American Red
Cross was selected to carry the Olympic
Torch through Portsmouth in 2002. She
received the Humanitarian of the Year
award in 2002 and the Marcia Sanderlin
Hero Award was established in 2006
honoring her dedication and compassion
for the American Red Cross program.
The award continues to be presented to
a Red Cross volunteer or paid staff of the
chapter who has gone above and beyond
expectation
Tom Frazier
Tom Frazier embodied the spirit of the
American Red Cross in one word — selflessness. Frazier gave of his time without
hesitation. He answered the call and
responded to those in need after a disaster all around the Ohio River Valley’s six
county territory. A recipient of the 2016
Marcia Sanderlin Hero Award, Frazier
responded to approximately 60 home
fires in the past year. He was deployed to
a total of 40 national disasters during his
10 years as a Red Cross Disaster Volunteer. His contributions to the community
are immeasurable as he was a beacon of
hope for many citizens in the community
when loss of everything was at hand. In
2017 the Tom Frazier Selfless Service
Award was established in his memory.
Estel Ottney
Estel Ottney embodies the spirit of
volunteer service. Although she has only
been a Red Cross volunteer for three
years, Estel is truly dedicated and ver-
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satile as she holds numerous titles and
responsibilities including: Direct Client
Assistance Casework Supervisor, Volunteer/Workforce Engagement Specialist,
Volunteer Recruitment Specialist, Special Event Volunteer and Preparedness
Specialist. She assists in the office, conducts volunteer orientation and onboarding and helps with the many Red Cross
events. Ottney always has a smile on her
face and enthusiasm in her voice. During
2016, she volunteered nearly 1,400 hours
of her time to the Ohio River Valley Red
Cross.
“It is a pleasure to volunteer for such a
great organization as The American Red
Cross. It makes me feel like I am doing
something good for the community and
helping others in time of need. You never
know when you might need their help,”
said Ottney.
A recipient of the 2016 Marcia Sanderlin Hero Award, Estel is an engine that
helps support the American Red Cross
fulfill its mission.
Vicky Hatcher
Best known for her fund raising efforts
for the local Red Cross, Vicky Hatcher
has organized and directed numerous
successful events benefiting the financial
side of the local Red Cross. Although she
had been involved with the Red Cross in
various ways since 1963, it was not until
2000 when she became involved with the
fund raising efforts and organized a dinner and dance held at the Elks Country
Club known as the “International Journey”.
She chaired this event for two years
and in 2002, following the attack of 911,
the event’s name was changed to the
“American Soiree” and held at Frasure’s
Chateau. These three events raised

From left to right: Mrs. Howard Graf, Mrs. Chas Hall, Mrs. Chas Reitz, Mrs. John Hoover, Mrs. Frank Blood,
Mrs. Don Andrews.

nearly $50,000 to support the local Red
Cross programs. Then in 2003, she organized and led the first “Disaster Blaster,”
a fund raising event that continued for
nine years. In 2013, she was asked to
organize and direct “Dancing With our
Stars,” which celebrated its Fifth Season
this March. Under her leadership and
guidance, DWOS has raised more than

$700,000.00 to support the local Red
Cross programs and services.
“The Red Cross is one of my favorite
non-profits,” said Hatcher. “My father
and sister both served on the board. My
mother-in-law was involved during the
40s and 50s and Neal was a blood donor
for many years, so the Red Cross has
See VOLUNTEERS | 6

Thank you American Red Cross
Get Your Growler filled TODAY from our
Great selection of Craft Beers on Tap!!!

Let our highly trained staff help you with that hard to find craft beer & fine wine
We have all of your favorites from Craft Beers to Fine Wines and Premium Cigars

Party Connection

2034 11th Street Portsmouth, Ohio • 740-353-7227 • www.thepartyconnectiononline.net
Open Mon - Fri. 9am - 9pm, Sat. 9am - 10pm and Sunday | 11am-7pm

60729403

RED CROSS CENTENNIAL

6 Saturday, August 5, 2017

Daily Times

Volunteers
From page 5

been a part of our family tradition.
It is amazing to be involved with an
organization that touches so many
people throughout our community
and receives outstanding community support.”

Scioto County Cares

SCIOTO COUNTY SUPPORTS THEIR RED CROSS
Staff Report

2017 Centennial Committee.

From health and safety classes,
to lifesaving blood collection and
support of military members, Ohio
River Valley American Red Cross
volunteers have helped prevent
and alleviate human suffering in
the face of disasters in the area
and made the communities safer
and more prepared. Although the
needs and services are unknown
as the local chapter enters its second century of service, one thing
is known – there will always be a
need for dedicated volunteers for
the Red Cross to provide successful
programs.

EVENTS/COMMUNITY
The Ohio River Valley American Red
Cross is a charitable organization; not a
government agency and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the community
it serves. Funding the local Red Cross has
changed during the past hundred years.
During the first part of the century the
majority of the financial support was generated through the annual Membership
Campaign. Hundreds of volunteers solicited funds from area businesses, clubs and
churches and conducted door to door canvassing. High school students even participated and helped solicit memberships which
ranged from a dollar per person; up. Area
churches held Red Cross Sunday and encouraged their members to join the Red Cross.
Members were than a part of the Red Cross
Roll Call which was posted in the Ports-
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mouth Daily Times. The membership drive
was initially held in November from Armistice Day through Thanksgiving; however it
was changed to March, Red Cross Month, in
the early fifties.
In 1918 the Scioto County Red Cross
joined the National American Red Cross in
sponsoring the Christmas Seal Campaign
to benefit the National Tuberculosis Association. Many school age children along
with members of the Junior Red Cross, Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, area businesses and
churches and area citizens all sold Red Cross
Seals to support the local, state and national
Tuberculosis Association. Although the
National Red Cross withdrew its emblem for
the Christmas Seals in 1919 to avoid confusion between the Seal Sale and the Membership Drive. The Red Cross chapters in Ohio
continued selling the seals to assist with
the fight against TB until 1923. Each seal
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I

Debbie Smith
Debbie Smith, community
executive, encourages everyone
to become involved with the Red
Cross.
“Volunteers are desperately
needed for our Smoke Detector
Campaign”, said Smith.
“ Whether you are interested in
working at a local blood drive or in
an office setting, we have volunteer
opportunities available for you;
plus Red Cross volunteers have fun
and meet new people, gain career
experiences, learn new skills, make
their own schedule, receive training and support and many more
benefits” Smith said. “Getting
started as a Red Cross volunteer is
easy, simply call the office 740-3543293.”
The Ohio River Valley Red
Cross serves Scioto, Jackson, Pike,
Adams, Lawrence and Brown counties. Although some of the volunteer positions have been eliminated
and others added, it’s due to the
service of volunteers that the local
Red Cross has been able to provide
assistance to thousands of people
affected by local disasters including
home fires, floods, tornadoes and
seasonal emergencies for 100 years.

‘

Phone: (740) 353-3733
Fax: (740) 353-1702
Cell: (740) 352-0626
Email: fbrisker@parklandrep.com
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sold for a penny and the Scioto
County Chapter had a quota of
one million seals in 1922.
Only one fund raising event
to benefit the local chapter
was found prior to the fifties.
A benefit boat excursion on
the Homer Smith was held in
1917 to secure additional funds
for the chapter. Schools were
dismissed at recess to allow
students to attend this event.
There were 1,000 excursionists
in the afternoon and 1,200 for
the evening cruise on the Ohio
River.
In the early thirties, additional financial support came
from the Portsmouth Welfare
Association of which the Scioto
County American Red Cross
was one of the nine agencies
that provided health and safety
programs receiving funds.
A Bowling Show was held at
the Classic Lanes in 1956 with
proceeds benefitting the local
Red Cross. The event was held
to further President Eisenhower’s desire to improve physical
fitness and the Red Cross was
selected the recipient of fifty
cents from every entry into the
tournament.
More and more benefit events
were held in the seventies. One
of the most popular fund raising events was the annual Chili
Challenge which spanned a
period of five years during the
eighties. Other benefit events
included the Area All Star
Basketball Games, the Class B
Women’s State Softball Tournament, Casino night, a 10K walk,
and a Valentine’s dance. The
local Chapter received the proceeds from all of these events.
A memorable afternoon in
1999 saw the chapter host a
dessert reception for Doc Severinsen, a preeminent instrumentalist, who performed in concert
at the Vern Riffe Center for the
Arts at SSU. Proceeds from
the event benefitted the local

2001 AutoZone Safe City
Chili Cookoff

chapter’s programs that helped
neighbors prepare for, respond
to, and recover from emergencies. Other events to support
the chapter from 2000 through
2012 included the International
Journey in 2000 and 2001, the
American Soiree in 2002 along
with the Disaster Blaster which
was an annual event beginning
in 2003 and continuing through
2012. The Jingle Bell Jog, a 5
K run, was not only a fund raising event but an effort to build
awareness for healthier life
styles.
In 2013, the chapter presented the first Dancing With our
Stars in an effort to meet the
financial needs of the chapter.
The first event was sold out and
has become one of the community’s favorite events. Now
preparing for the sixth season
in 2018, the Red Cross Dancing
With our Stars has raised more
than $700,000.00 to support
the chapter’s services and programs. Dancing With our Stars
has been the sole fund raising
event for the chapter during the
past five years.

Red Cross Celebrity Server

Not all community events
presented by the local chapter
are fund raising events. In 1999
local State Farm agents partnered with the local Red Cross
Chapter to present a musical
review in December at the Vern

Riffe Center for the Arts at SSU.
The review included a sneak
preview of the Red Cross Music
Spectacular to be broadcast
nationwide on the FOX Network on December 24th. The
“Music Spectacular Sneak Pre-

view” was the chapter’s gift to
the community and was offered
free to the residents of the TriState area. In 2000 the chapter
was awarded the Best Sneak
Preview Event in the country
See EVENTS | 9
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by the National Red Cross. The
award recognized the Chapter’s
ability to combine Red Cross
awareness with a holiday event
that drove financial and blood
donations during the holidays as
well as recruit new volunteers.
The Music Spectacular was once
again sponsored by State Farm
in 2000., 2001 and 2002s and
volunteers who carry out the mission of the Red Cross every day
in local communities. Since 1999,
the Ohio River Valley American
Red Cross has celebrated extraordinary individuals who have
made a personal commitment to
creating safer and strong communities, and providing help when
disaster strikes.
For the first time a free event
was held for local school aged
children. Auto Zone partnered
with the local Red Cross in 2001

to present the Auto Zone Safe
City. The event involved a total of
40 area agencies including SOMC
to REACH and offered hands on
– CPR, choking, bike safety and
more. More than 700 attended
the event and learned how to live
safely with the safety information
and demonstrations provided children and their family members.
ORV Red Cross once again
hosted the Safe City at SOMC in
2002. Partnering with the Scioto
County Family and Children
First Council, the Chapter, the
event was presented for preK-8th
grade children and their parents.
Bike safety, gun safety, disaster
preparedness, first aid and fingerprinting were offered among
many other safety demonstrations.
The local chapter is often seen
in the community providing First
Aid and emergency care for community events including River
Days, TOSRV, the Bonneyfiddle
Fair and the Scioto County Fair
to name a few.
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LOCAL DISASTER/EMERGENCY SERVICES
Staff Report

From small house fires to
multi-state natural disasters, the
American Red Cross goes wherever needed. Since 1917, the
Ohio River Valley American Red
Cross has responded not only to
local emergencies and disasters
but to those around the world.
According to an Editorial in
the October 6, 1920 edition of
the Portsmouth Daily Times,
“The fact that the Red Cross
performs such important work
during a war may have given
many persons the idea that the
organization has little to do
when peace prevails. Nothing
could be farther than the truth
than such conclusion. The Red
Cross has departments and supplies for giving relief in cases
of flood, fire or in epidemics
which get beyond the control of
local organizations and health
bodies, and for the promotion of
better health conditions among
the people; especially the poor.
The Red Cross not only rendered unexcelled service for
the armies during the war, but
it has continued this service in
times of peace. The work which
it is doing for sick and disabled
soldiers and others is the continuance of service rendered
during the war.”
Although the years of the
Great Depression were difficult for Portsmouth residents,
even more disastrous was the
flood of 1937. According to
the January 24, 1937 edition of
The Portsmouth Daily Times,
the City Manager and Mayor of
Portsmouth authorized the local
Red Cross to take charge of the
organization of relief activities.
The flood left thirty-five thousand residents homeless and
destroyed sixty percent of all
of the homes in Scioto County.
The Scioto County American
Red Cross along with the help
of the National American Red
Cross set up headquarters at
Franklin Avenue Methodist

Church.
Truck loads of food, cots,
blankets, mattresses, lanterns
and heaters arrived for the local
Red Cross to assist with the
disaster. Thousands of homeless
residents were transported to
shelters set up in Lincoln, Rosemount Road, McKinley, Garfield
and Highland Schools. The
Red Cross had special loading
depots for the 4,000 homeless
people who were transported by
train to other counties in Ohio
where other Red Cross officials
were making arrangements for
sheltering. Ten thousand people
applied for assistance through
the local Chapter which was
given on need. Only families
totally without resources to
rehabilitate themselves were
considered for Red Cross assistance. Locally, $1,202,390 was
spent on flood relief. The flood
was the biggest disaster for the
National Red Cross during its
50 years of service.
Following the flood of 1937,
Portsmouth was a city of mud
and damaged buildings, but
the support of the Red Cross
helped put the city back on its
feet by providing carpenters,
furnishings, medical supplies
and other services. Portsmouth
anticipated flooding in 1945
and warned people to keep out
of the city. The Red Cross sent
336 possible refugees by train to
Circleville and Chillicothe. Ohio
State Guardsmen were housed
in Roosevelt school; however floodwaters did not rise as
anticipated so the Guardsmen,
Red Cross, American Legion,
Salvation Army, Boy Scouts
and other organizations along
with the PHS band held a
parade running from Roosevelt
School down Scioto Trail for
area residents to celebrate and
show their gratitude to these
organizations for winning the
“Battle of the Levee” during the
“Dry Flood” of 1945. In 1948
Portsmouth and Scioto County
was once again confronted with

Red Cross helping at Wheelersburg tornado

Submitted photos

Crabtree Carpet Fire with Red Cross

flooding in the low areas and
the local Chapter appealed for
furniture and clothing to aid the
172 victims requesting assistance.

1968 Wheelersburg tornado
Devastation hits the area
– hundreds of people are left
homeless, hungry and in need.
The local Red Cross was on the
scene in a matter of hours to

help in providing assistance for
major repairs, feeding, clothing,
and household furnishings, the
local Red Cross provided more
See DISASTER | 11
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than $40,000 worth of assistance to help
victims. All these funds came from donations made by the public. Scioto County
was hit with a blizzard in 1978. The
1977 Bronco four wheel drive donated
by Judge and Mrs. William Miller came
just in time for Red Cross volunteers to
deliver medicine and food to stranded
residents and provide emergency transportation for those trapped by the snow.
The Red Cross provided food and coffee and first aid services during the riot
at the Lucasville Prison in 1993.
Scioto County was inundated with
nearly three feet of snow in February
1994. The Red Cross assisted residents
stranded throughout the county for
nearly two weeks before roadways were
cleared and businesses were reopened.
Flooding hit the area in 1997. Streams
and creeks overflowed their banks as the
Ohio River rose and affected those in
low lying areas. Beginning in New Boston, flooding spread to the Minford area,
the west side of Portsmouth and into
Pike and Lawrence Counties. Records
indicated 674 homes affected by the
flood and nearly 200 homes destroyed.
The Chapter opened shelters in various locations and over 75 Red Cross
volunteers from as far away as California
donated more than 2,000 hours to assist
wherever needed.
The flood was
the worst flooding the area experienced
in 33 years with emergencies declared in
14 counties by Governor Voinovich.
With the devastating disasters in New
York, Washington and Pennsylvania on
September 11, 2001, the demand for
blood was monumental. The local chapter did their part with blood drives in
Portsmouth and Minford with additional
drives scheduled as needed. The Scioto
County Commissioners adopted a resolution supporting Red Cross disaster
relief efforts and nearly fifty community
leaders met to plan “Scioto County
Cares”, an event to benefit the American
Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. The
community-wide event, held on the Roy
Rogers Esplanade, featured food, music
and patriotic themes. With a tremendous
turn-out from the community, more than
$15,000 in monetary donations were
made for the American Red Cross Liberty Disaster Relief Fund.

RED CROSS CENTENNIAL
Following the attack on 911, the chapter again entered a wartime mode to support troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and
their families. The Red Cross Gift Basket
Program grew from two boxes in 1999
to more than 65 huge boxes in 2002
filled with candy, puzzles, playing cards,
games, Christmas cards, shaving gear
and more. Blood drives continued to be
held throughout the community and at
local schools.
The new Emergency Services Department was established in 2000 to meet
the needs of local residents in need of
emergency services including Armed
Forces emergency communication, disaster services and international information. New local Disaster Action Teams
(DAT) consisted of volunteers who
train and respond to local single-family
disasters andnonrecurring events. The
Red Cross has been responding to disasters for many years and has developed
detailed and thoroughly tested response
plans.
The chapter not only provided relief to
victims of disaster but assisted in teaching people how to prevent, prepare for
and respond to emergencies. In addition
classes were offered for area businesses
including Workplace Standard Aid which
met the OSHA regulations for the workplace; Community First Aid and Safety
which met the Ohio Day Care licensing
rules; Adult CPR; sports Safety Training which met the Ohio Department of
Education Certification for Coaches;
Workplace Standard First Aid Instructor;
Community CPR Challenges; Child and
Infant CPR as well as OSHA approved
courses in CPR/AED, First Aid, Ergonomics, Safe Back and Prevent Disease
Transmission.
The local chapter supported many
disaster throughout the United States
and abroad. A devastating ice storm hit
the area in 2003 which saw 18 shelters
opened across Scioto and Pike counties.
People were without power for 7 - 10
days in much of the rural areas. Pike
County was hit with violent storms in
July 2009 and the Red Cross provided
food, clothing and shelter for more than
50 people costing between five and ten
thousand dollars. Due to flooding, the
residents of Best Care Nursing home in
Scioto County were dislocated to shelters set up by the local chapter. The local
Red Cross financially supported victims
of Katrina in 2005. Eight local Red Cross
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Red Cross Smoke Detector Program

McGruff helps install smoke alarms

volunteers worked in the aftermath of
Hurricane Ike that hit Bolivar Peninsula,
north of Galveston Texas in 2008. The
Portsmouth Fire Department donated
100 smoke alarms in 2009 for the Red
Cross to install free in area homes.
As disasters continue to exist, the Red
Cross finds home fires as the biggest
disaster threatening families today. In an
effort to reduce this threat the Red Cross
launched the Home Fire Campaign in
2014 to help save lives by installing free
smoke alarms in homes that don’t have
them and educating people about home
fire safety. The local Red Cross installed
1,771 free smoke alarms between June
2016 and July 2017. This fall, the Red
Cross will launch “Sound the Alarm.
Save a Life”, a series of home fire safety

and smoke alarm installation events
nationwide. October is Fire Prevention Month, and the Ohio River Valley
American Red Cross set October 7th
as the Centennial Blitz with the hopes
of installing100 free smoke alarms to
celebrate its 100 years of caring. Anyone
interested in volunteering as an installer
or those needing a free smoke alarm
installed are encouraged to contact the
local Red Cross at 740-354-3293.
The Red Cross is also taking advantage of today’s technology by offering
various free mobile apps providing every
day tools and preparedness information
as well as expert disaster information.
Free, fun and informative apps offering
disaster information are also available for
kids and parents.
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OHIO RIVER VALLEY BLOOD HISTORY: 1917 – 2017
The Early Years
The U.S. Armed Forces asked the Red
Cross to create and operate a national
blood donor program to collect blood for
shipment to the British Isles in 1941.
The first blood drive came to Portsmouth in 1944 with the Franklin County
Red Cross bloodmobile. Volunteers from
the Chapter’s Canteen Corps provided
food and beverages for donors.
As the Chapter was preparing for the
fifth visit of the blood donor mobile
unit, the local Blood Donor Committee
announced that there were already 146
half gallon donors who donated blood for
wounded service men fighting in World
War II.
1950s
Dr. Chester Allen was instrumental in
introducing the Red Cross program to
Scioto County.
The Scioto County American Red
Cross Chapter became affiliated with the
Tri-State Red Cross Blood Program in
1951. The bloodmobile unit was often
set up at All Saints Episcopal Church.

Between 1951 and 1968, the Chapter held 300 visits and collected more
than 35,000 units of blood to help save
countless lives thanks to the help of 600
volunteers who worked 100,000 hours in
connection with the local blood collection effort.
1960s
The 60s opened with a deficit of giving
in Scioto County’s Red Cross blood program and a new group participation program was developed in hopes of increasing blood donations. With the Vietnam
War, the major emphasis was on blood
donations as blood was in high demand.
A number of groups were organized
throughout the county and members of
these eligible groups were entitled to all
the blood needed by any member of the
group or any member of their family.
This proved to be successful as the February turnout was the largest since 1951
with a total of 350 pints collected in the
two day visit. The blood quota for the
local Chapter was 250 pints per month.

1970s
There were advancements in the blood
program with a registry established to
quickly identify carriers suspected of
infectious hepatitis and a rare blood registry was established.
During the 1970s, Red Cross scientists
developed methods to freeze red blood
cells and developed testing for Hepatitis
B.
Processes were developed to test blood
for purity and a uniform bar code was
developed to identify blood products. At
the same time, apheresis became a part
of the blood program, an effort to collect
platelets which continues today.
Whole blood could now be split into
plasma, platelets and white cells and a
new freezing technique extended the
storage of rare blood units.
Blood was now collected in bags as
opposed to jars.
Computer technology moved into the
blood donor field in 1977; not for giving
but for recording information. This technology eliminated eighteen volunteers,
but saved time and was more efficient.
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The bloodmobile now made rural
stops in Minford and Lucasville.
The blood center opened up at the
Chapter house on Kinneys Lane and the
See BLOOD | 13
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mobile unit from Huntington
still made their monthly two
day visits.
Blood Drives expanded into
area high schools in 1970,
which proved very successful
and continues today.
Youth gave a boost to the
blood program when 18 year
olds were permitted to give
blood without consent of parent
or guardian effective July 19,
1970.
Student interest became so
great that in 1975 the Chapter
created a new reward for their
interest with a large trophy
awarded the school in Scioto
County with the largest percentage of donors in a three month
period. This then expanded into
a revolving trophy each month
for the school with the largest
increase. The Chapter saw an
increase in blood donations
of 132 percent in 1975 with
approximately 1,200 pints of
blood contributed by students
in an eight month period.
Students 17 years of age were
also permitted to donate blood
with written permission of parent or guardian.
1980s
The Red Cross continued
to respond to changing public
health needs. The HIV and
AIDS crisis required an update
of blood services with an

increase in testing and tracking
of blood. In addition, the Red
Cross began offering health and
safety education about HIV and
AIDS, and organizing walks and
other efforts to raise awareness
about the disease.
Monthly blood visits were
held at the Chapter house while
the mini-mobile unit visited area
hospitals, OSCO. Goodyear,
Mitchellace, McGinnis Inc, SSU
and area high schools. Regular
monthly visits of the Red Cross
bloodmobile were also held at
the CAY building and throughout the Scioto Valley Chapter
service area. Governor Celeste
signed a bill allowing 17 year
olds to donate blood without
parental permission, which gave
the Chapter a new source for
blood as area high school students continued to contribute
blood.

who gave blood. This program
helped meet the blood quotas
during the football season each
year.
Red Cross Blood Services
employees went on strike in
December of 1999; however,
the strike had little effect on the
local chapter and all services
continued as usual
2000s - current
More than 1000 local individuals from the Ohio River Valley
Chapter American Red Cross
were willing to give blood following Sept. 11, 2001. Blood is
used today for victims of natural
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1960 Red Cross blood program at Mercy Hospital.

1990s
Testing of donor blood for
HIV-1 and HIV-2 antibodies
(anti-HIV-1 and anti-HIV-2) was
implemented.
Changes were made for those
donating blood with new guidelines for prescreening. Donors
were able to donate blood every
56 days if they were in good
health; weighed at least 110
pounds and were at least 17
years of age.
From late 1990 into early
2000, the Chapter held the
Touchdown Challenge, a blood
drive that gave points to designated schools for every person
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MILITARY — OHIO RIVER VALLEY AMERICAN RED CROSS
soldiers on their way home or
off to camps. Canteen workers
also fed and entertained troops
bound for the war when they
came through at the old Norfolk
and Western Railway Depot Co.
Volunteers included nurses aids,
Canteen Corps, Motor Corps,
and Staff Aids-all trained by the
Red Cross. Volunteers met in
groups and made ditty bags containing personal articles for servicemen and were responsible
for the production of garments,
surgical dressings and other
medical supplies, comfort kits,
and additional items.
During the thirties, the work
of the local Chapter was guided
by five aims: emergency relief
in disaster, farm and home accident prevention program, first
aid, service to veterans and public health and home hygiene.
As the forties opened, the
United States was involved
in another war in Europe. As
World War II escalated in late
December of 1941, the local
Chapter joined the National
American Red Cross to raise
funds for war relief. Aid programs provided comfort and
aid to members of the armed
forces and their families. A Red
Cross canteen opened in the
Selby building adjoining the
new bus station and furnished
soldiers, sailors and marines
in route home for Christmas
or off to camp. (PHOTO) Hot
coffee, donuts, sandwiches and
apples were ready when the

soldiers stopped in between
bus schedules or at the railway
station. Volunteers assisting the
Red Cross work at the canteen
included churches, board members from the Fresh Air Camp,
Girl Scout board members,
and Twig 9 of Mercy Hospital.
Medical care for those who
were ill was also available. The
Volunteer Corps filled 720 ditty
bags and 500 knitters made
2,191 garments. Nearly every
family in America had a member who had either served as a
Red Cross volunteer made contributions of money or blood,
or was a recipient of Red Cross
services.
Then with the bombing of
Pearl Harbor the Red Cross
went into full swing. It was
reported in the Portsmouth
Daily Times that women in the
community stormed the Red
Cross office demanding that
they be given something to do
to help their country and the
local Chapter went into full
wartime operation. According
to the February 22, 1942 edition of The Portsmouth Daily
Times, “The work of setting up
the wartime regime fell largely
on the shoulders of volunteer
chairman, Mrs. Frank Blood
and her co-chairman Mrs. Ross
M. Gault”. These ladies divided
the work of the production
department into the war relief.
The Production Corps included
relief for any invaded part of
the United States or her Allied

countries and included the production of men’s, women’s and
children’s sweaters, beanies,
socks, muffler afghans, layettes,
men’s and children’s pajamas,
hospital bed shirts, woolen
dresses, woolen shirts, boys’
shirts, boys’ overalls, women’s
nightgowns and convalescent
robes.
The work of the hundreds of
Red Cross volunteers did not go
unrecognized by the local Chapter. In 1946 six volunteer who
each gave 5,000 hours of service between January 1, 1940
and the close of World War II,
received the highest award to be
made by the local Chapter, the
“Red Cross World War II Volunteer Service Ribbon Bar” with a
gold stripe.
In 1950 President Harry
Truman declared the need for
emergency services in time of
disaster and the local Chapter
began building up their services
to be prepared for any type of
disaster. Programs included
the Motor Corps, the Canteen
Corps, nurses’ aides and staff
aides. The Scioto County
Chapter joined eight other
Chapters in the tri-state area
to develop a mutual aid plan
in case of local war disasters.
The Red Cross was designated
to organize training for nurses’
aides and first aid personnel in
civil defense, to manage blood
bank centers and to provide
food, shelter, clothing and medical care in natural disasters to
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families and individuals. The
Chapter was also responsible
for providing volunteers for
war time disaster and to coordinate their plan with that of
the civil defense in the event of
war. Since Scioto County was
more likely to be faced with air
attacks than any other county
in the Ohio Valley, the Scioto
County Red Cross surveyed
area buildings to determine
how many refugees they could
handle in case of a war.
During the fifties, volunteers
continued to be the key to the
success of the local Chapter and
training courses were regularly
offered to those wishing to
volunteer. Although the Gray
Ladies provided non-medical
care, they underwent a rigorous
training process, provided by
registered nurses, doctors and
psychiatrists as well as by the
Red Cross who presented the
Red Cross policies. The Gray
Ladies continued working at
the Chillicothe Veterans Hospital and made weekly trips to
bring cigarettes to patients, help
entertain patients and write
their letters. The local Gray
Ladies were honored for their
service by the VA and the hundreds of hours they gave to our
veterans.
The Red Cross helped a local
couple, Pfc. Sterling Crum and
his wife Faye in the late fifties.
Mrs. Crum was in a local hospi-
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MILITARY — OHIO RIVER
VALLEY AMERICAN RED
CROSS
For 100 years, the Ohio River
Valley American Red Cross has
provided comfort and support
to members of the United States
military, veterans and their
families. We continue today
serving 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, to support our
military during times of crisis
and provide respite and a touch
of home while overseas.
The Scioto County Chapter American Red Cross was
formed in 1917 in order to aid
men wounded on the battlefield
and help finance the War Relief
Fund. A nonprofit agency, it
has a long history of providing
relief to individuals affected by
war and natural disaster. The
American Red Cross and the
local chapter have played an
enormously important historical role in supporting American
troops in the two world wars
and in ensuing conflicts. The
Red Cross restated its mission
in 1922, dedicating itself first to
military welfare.
Every man, woman and child
in the community was urged
to do their part assisting with
the war effort. A sewing room
opened in the Seel Building on
Second Street, a group of high
school girls formed a Red Cross
Corps and a canteen operated
in the Selby building next door
to the bus station where volunteers offered free lunch for
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Military men receiving mail/photos from home

1942 Red Cross Men Canteen

nam to bring a touch of home to
servicemen at Christmas.
During the early Seventies, the Chapter continued to
respond to the Vietnam crisis,
helping families communicate
with their loved ones in the military and providing assistance.
The Chapter broke a record by
preparing 636 ditty bags that
were then sent to our servicemen. A new service, “Voices
from Home”, continued to be
a popular method for family
members sending taped greetings and Polaroid snapshots to
their loved ones overseas during
Christmas. The local Chapter
continued to support our servicemen and their families by
helping to arrange emergency
leaves or request leave extensions, financial assistance and
counseling in personal and fam-

ily problems. Portsmouth High
School students helped the Red
Cross by manning a booth on
the esplanade soliciting signatures on petitions urging North
Vietnam to observe the Geneva
prisoner-of-war convention. The
students collected 3,392 signatures.
The chapter along with all
Red Cross chapters responded
to the needs following the terrorist attack on September 11,
2001. Scioto and Pike county
communities were ready to
support the men and women of
our armed forces. A group of
area businesses partnered with
the local chapter and organized
“Scioto County Cares” to show
their support of those affected
by the devastation. More than
$15,000 was raised during the
event held on the Roy Rog-
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ers Esplanade. Following the
attack on 911, the chapter
again entered a wartime mode
to support troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan and their families.
The Red Cross Gift Basket Program grew from 2 boxes in 1999
to more than 65 huge boxes in
2002 filled with candy, puzzles,
playing cards, games, Christmas cards, shaving gear and
more. (PHOTO) Area students
collected items and prepared
comfort kits for our servicemen.
Blood drives continued to be
held throughout the community
and at local schools to meet the
needs of our servicemen. Students from Scioto County Joint
Vocational School raised nearly
$2,400 from a “Walk-a-thon”
Today, the Ohio River Valley
American Red Cross continues
to be committed to members of

Submitted photos

the U.S. military, its veterans
and their families. As Red Cross
services continue to grow and
develop, the chapter is meeting the needs of a changing
military and expanding services
to veterans. Red Cross support of military members and
their families enhances morale
and contributes to increased
operational capability in several
ways. Service men and women
are eligible for three types of
assistance beginning on the first
day of enlistment: Emergency
Services, Service to Military
Families and Service to Military
and Veterans Hospitals.
Today, the Red Cross continues providing support to hospitalized U.S. military personnel
with dedicated volunteers
See MILITARY | 16
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tal for nine months and received
92 pints of blood during her
illness. Her husband Pfc. Crum
was assigned to Frankfort Germany and received a telegram
eight hours after arriving about
his wife’s critical illness. The
Red Cross verified the message and Prc. Crum was sent
home on a thirty day leave. He
was then assigned to Ft. Dix,
N.J. for reassignment overseas.
Since his wife was still in critical condition the Army assignee
him to Ft. Hayes, Columbus
after the Red Cross verified
the fact for the Army. The Red
Cross investigations and verifications made it possible for Pfc.
Crum to obtain leave to visit
his wife every weekend during
the eight months of her illness. .
Some cases involved illness and
death in the family while others
were concerns about their family’s welfare.
The Sixties saw an increase
of 150 percent in service to military families in Scioto County
due to the Vietnam War which
spanned from 1965 to 1972.
A unique service was introduced with a newsletter mailed
once a month to Portsmouth
Area Servicemen in the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marines.
The Scioto County Red Cross
initiated “Operation Christmas”
and annually prepared ditty
bags for our servicemen in Viet-
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through service to the Armed Forces.
GRAY LADIES
During World War I, American Red Cross
volunteer services faced rapid expansion.
To delineate the lines of service, the Red
Cross employed a color coding system for
the uniforms and service pins.
Although the hospital corps’ gray uniform with white collar and cuffs was not
one of the more vibrant shades, the volunteers wearing it were affectionately known
as the Gray Ladies to the wounded soldiers.
The corps, composed primarily of women
volunteers, acted as hostesses and provided
recreational services to patients, many of
whom were injured during World War I.
Although their official name was changed
to a more manageable Hospital and Recreation Corps in 1934, it was the Gray Lady
moniker that resonated through the years
and in 1947, after World War II, the name
was officially changed to the Gray Lady
service.
Local Gray Ladies
The Gray Ladies, worked and assisted at
Chillicothe Veteran’s Hospital year round
providing entertainment for the servicemen, ward parties, picnics and dances.
While the government provided food, shelter, clothing and medical care for the veterans, the Red Cross provided the “extras”.
During the Christmas season, decorations
were provided for the hospital as well as
Christmas stockings for the hospital’s more
than 220 patients. They also provided gifts
for the hospital’s gift shop so the hospitalized veterans could select gifts for their
family and friends.

1917 - 1929

The National Red Cross came to Scioto
County as a benefactor in 1884 and
1913, when Portsmouth experienced two
disastrous floods. Flood victims were
provided with supplies of clothing, bedding
and food.
The Ohio River Valley American Red
Cross was organized as the Scioto County
American Red Cross in 1917. During World
War I when men were enlisting and being
drafted for service, the needs of the men and
their families became so great that a charter
for the Scioto County Red Cross was received
on April 23, 1917.
A sewing room opened in the Seel Building
on Second Street, a group of high school girls
formed a Red Cross Corps and a canteen
operated in the Selby building next door to
the bus station, and a service was provided
at the old Norfolk and Western Railway Depot
Co. at 10th and Waller Streets. Volunteers
offered free lunch, ditty bags (personal
items and medical supplies) for soldiers on
their way home or off to camps. Volunteers
included nurses aids, Canteen Corps, Motor
Corps, and Staff Aids-all trained by the Red
Cross.
In addition to assisting with the efforts of
World War I, the Red Cross supplied food,
clothing and bedding to families when the
flood of 1917 affected Portsmouth and Scioto
County.
An Annual Membership Drive was
conducted to help with the local chapter’s
funding. Membership was one dollar and
included being placed on the Red Cross
Roll Call list which was announced in the
Portsmouth Daily Times. Fifty cents of
every dollar went to the National Red Cross
and fifty cents remained in Scioto County.
The Scioto County Chapter had three paid
employees.
The majority of financial support was
secured through the “Annual Roll Call”;

employed and a separate room rented” in
the First National Bank building. For the first
time in the history of Scioto County, a nurse
was furnished by the Red Cross to do school
inspections, follow up work and public health
nursing, Children in the Junior Red Cross
were educated to obey the 8 principle rules of
the health game.
Trachoma, a disease of the eye that is not
only dangerous but very contagious, often
resulting in the loss of vision if not given
proper treatment at the time it is discovered,
was prevalent throughout the State of Ohio;
especially in the Southern part. In 1922,
a survey was taken and one hundred and
nineteen cases were discovered in Scioto
County alone. Letters were mailed to parents
regarding the condition of their children with
treatment available at the Free Clinic. Of
those contacted, only eighty-two responded
for treatment.
World War I inspired an official organization
for young people: the American Junior Red
Cross. Students knitted scarves, rolled
bandages and helped with the Annual Red
Cross Membership Drives. After the war,
members of the Junior Red Cross kept
working and distributed surplus wheat and
cotton, collected clothing and food and
canned fruits and vegetables. The Scioto
County Junior Red Cross had fifty six
auxiliaries with 7,022 members.
Following WW I, the local Red Cross was
very active in the community. A Learn to
Swim campaign at Dreamland Pool began in
1924 under the auspices of the YMCA with
Red Cross instructors.
In 1918 the Scioto County Red Cross
joined the National American Red Cross in
sponsoring the Christmas Seal Campaign to
benefit the National Tuberculosis Association.
Each seal sold for a penny and the Scioto
County Chapter had a quota of one million
seals in 1922.
The local chapter was given quotas for
their sewing corps as well. Japan was hit
with an earthquake in 1923 and the Scioto
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however, a benefit boat excursion on the
Homer Smith was held in 1917 to secure
additional funds. Schools were dismissed
at recess to allow students to attend this
event. There were 1,000 excursionists in the
afternoon and 1,200 for the evening cruise
on the Ohio River. The Annual Membership
Drives were very successful and an average of
4500 members joined each year.
Following the war, the Annual Roll Call
continued. Campaign workers solicited funds
from area businesses, clubs and churches
and conducted door to door canvassing. High
school students even participated and helped
solicit memberships which ranged from a
dollar a person; up.
According to an Editorial in the October 6,
1920 edition of the Portsmouth Daily Times,
“The fact that the Red Cross performs such
important work during a war may have given
many persons the idea that the organization
has little to do when peace prevails…The
Red Cross has departments and supplies
for giving relief in cases of flood, fire or in
epidemics which get beyond the control of
local organizations and health bodies, and
for the promotion of better health conditions
among the people; especially the poor…”
There were 40 soldiers in Portsmouth
with tuberculosis and the Red Cross was
responsible for caring for these men and their
families. Red Cross nurses visited 45 schools
in the county and found many students with
“defects” which they needed to care for.
Through their efforts children in need had
their adenoids and tonsils removed, received
eye care and free dental care. Red Cross
committees in 17 Townships with at least 130
members in each committee served as the
go-between for the local office and the rural
citizens.
According to the November 18, 1921
edition of the Portsmouth Daily Times,
“Miss Columbia White began her work
in Scioto County in August 1918. At that
time she had desk space in the Bureau of
Community Service office. As the Red Cross
work increased a full time stenographer was
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County Chapter held a campaign to
meet their quota of $5,600 set by
the National Red Cross to support
those stricken in Japan. The local
chapter adopted the slogan “In the
Name of Humanity, Help Japan” The
local chapter also raised funds to
assist with the devastating Hurricane
in 1928 that hit Florida and the West
Indies.
Life Saving School came to
Portsmouth in 1929 when Paul
Goss, American Red Cross Field
Representative from Washington D.C.
came to Portsmouth to offer training
at Dreamland Pool. Three students
were awarded their Senior Life Saving
and one received the Junior Life
Saving designation.
Portsmouth was the site of
numerous Regional Conferences and
was one of the most outstanding
Chapters in the state of Ohio.
Throughout the twenties the Scioto
County Chapter of the American
Red Cross continued to provide
nursing services, civilian social work
and service to the war veterans of
Portsmouth.

SOURCES:

The Story of Portsmouth by Elmer
Bernard Sword, B.G.E., Copyright
1965, First printing 1965. Portsmouth
Daily Times 1913 – 1929

1930 - 1939

The Great Depression which lasted
from 1929 to 1939, and was the worst
economic downturn in the history of
the industrialized world. Residents
of Scioto County faced hard times
and the Red Cross took an important
role in assisting those faced with

destitute circumstances.
In 1932 the government provided
40,000 yards of fabric to local Red
Cross workers to cut for garments of
clothing. A committee of volunteers
cut 150 yards daily at the Selby Shoe
plant. More than 19,000 garments
were made including dresses, slips,
bloomers, pantywaists, infant’s
clothing, shirts, boy’s suits and
sleeping garments were sewn
by church circles and Red Cross
auxiliaries. The women’s group
circles of First Evangelical Church
won first honors by completing
more garments than any other
organization. In addition to the
handmade items, the local Red Cross
distributed a total of 30,425 items in
April of 1933.
The Red Cross was also the central
agency for receiving and distributing
shipments of government owned
wheat from the National Red Cross.
The wheat was then milled by the
Harsha Milling Company and given
to area agencies to distribute to
destitute families in the city and
county.
During the thirties, the work of
the local Chapter was guided by five
aims: emergency relief in disaster,
farm and home accident prevention
program, first aid, service to veterans
and public health and home hygiene.
War veterans of the Spanish War and
World War I filed pension applications
through the local Red Cross office.
The U.S. government then fulfilled
the claims.
Beginning April 1, 1933, the local
Red Cross offered a new field of
service - a nursing service. A nurse
could be hired by the hour by persons
who needed her services. The Red
Cross nurse also taught courses in
First Aid and Home Nursing to local
Girl Scouts earning their badges of
efficiency.
Commodore W.E. Longfellow,
pioneer member of the life-saving

service of the national Red Cross
came to Portsmouth in 1935 to
instruct Red Cross volunteers and
firefighters in the new method in case
of suffocation. He introduced them
to the Prone Pressure (Schaefer)
Method.
Although the years of the Great
Depression were difficult for
Portsmouth residents, even more
disastrous was the flood of 1937.
According to the January 24, 1937
edition of The Portsmouth Daily
Times, the City Manager and Mayor
of Portsmouth authorized the local
Red Cross to take charge of the
organization of relief activities. The
flood left 35,000 residents homeless
and destroyed sixty percent of all of
the homes in Scioto County. Locally,
$1,202,390 was spent on flood relief.
The flood was the biggest disaster for
the National Red Cross during its 50
years of service.
Following the flood of 1937,
Portsmouth was a city of mud and
damaged buildings, but the support
of the Red Cross helped put the
city back on its feet by providing
carpenters, furnishings, medical
supplies and other services. Now it
was time to stress the importance of
Emergency Preparedness. Courses
in home hygiene and care of the sick
were offered to area high school
students, while First Aid courses were
offered to workers in area plants and
factories. Emphasis was also placed
on accident prevention in the home
with literature distributed to area
students to share with their parents.
Red Cross swimming lessons,
Junior and Senior Life Saving courses
continued to be a popular part of
summers in Scioto County. Charles
Fugitt, a local fireman, was one of
the most outstanding Red Cross
volunteers in the water safety and
first aid program.
Students from three area high
schools presented three plays on
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the local radio station to kick off the
1937 Roll Call. Notre Dame students
presented “Lady in Gray” while
Portsmouth High School students
told the story of disaster relief with
“Wind and Rain” and the third play
presented by St. Mary’s School told
the story of lives saved by the Red
Cross with their play “The Living
Speak”.

1940 – 1949

As the forties opened, the United
States was involved in another war
in Europe. As World War II escalated
in late December of 1941, the local
Chapter joined the National American
Red Cross to raise funds for war
relief. This financial campaign was in
addition to the Annual Membership
campaign which reported 6,855
members in 1941; the largest
enrollment since 1919. Nearly every
family in America had a member who
had either served as a Red Cross
volunteer made contributions of
money or blood, or was a recipient of
Red Cross services.
Then with the bombing of Pearl
Harbor the Red Cross went into
full swing. It was reported in the
Portsmouth Daily Times that women
in the community stormed the Red
Cross office demanding that they be
given something to do to help their
country and the local Chapter went
into full wartime operation. According
to the February 22, 1942 edition of
The Portsmouth Daily Times, “The
work of setting up the wartime
regime fell largely on the shoulders of
volunteer chairman, Mrs. Frank Blood
and her co-chairman Mrs. Ross M.
Gault”. These ladies divided the work
of the production department into
the war relief.
Mrs. Blood and Mrs. Gault also
organized the Canteen Corps.
Mrs. Henry Martin and Mrs. Loren
Hitchcock were in charge of the
Canteen Corps which was another

17

branch of volunteer services and
operated the canteen. Work of
the Canteen Corps included aid
in disaster and epidemics; help in
preparing school lunches; help in
home gardening; food preparation,
nutrition and home economics
and sponsoring classes pertaining
to food. Canteen volunteers were
required to complete a 20 hour
course in nutrition and a 20 hour
canteen course.
A group of ladies, known as the
Gray Ladies, worked and assisted
at Chillicothe Veteran’s Hospital
year round providing entertainment
for the servicemen, ward parties,
picnics and dances. While the
government provided food, shelter,
clothing and medical care for the
veterans, the Red Cross provided
the “extras”. During the Christmas
season, decorations were provided
for the hospital as well as Christmas
stockings for the hospital’s more
than 220 patients. They also provided
gifts for the hospital’s gift shop so
the hospitalized veterans could select
gifts for their family and friends.
Portsmouth was one of the first
cities in the United States to have
its police department trained in Red
Cross first aid. In 1942, eight police
cruisers and six motorcycles were
fully- equipped mobile first aid units
and each vehicle had at least one
man skilled in first aid at all times.
President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt declared March as Red
Cross Month in 1943 with the hopes
of raising more money for the War
Fund campaign of World War II. March
continues to be Red Cross Month
today.
The first blood drive came to
Portsmouth in 1944 with the Franklin
County Red Cross blood donor
mobile unit. Local physician, Dr.
Chester Allen was instrumental in
introducing the Red Cross blood
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program to Scioto County.
Portsmouth anticipated flooding
in 1945 and warned people to keep
out of the city. The Red Cross sent
336 possible refugees by train to
Circleville and Chillicothe. Ohio State
Guardsmen were housed in Roosevelt
school; however floodwaters did
not rise as anticipated so the
Guardsmen, Red Cross, American
Legion, Salvation Army, Boy Scouts
and other organizations along with
the PHS band held a parade running
from Roosevelt School down Scioto
Trail for area residents to celebrate
and show their gratitude to these
organizations for winning the “Battle
of the Levee” during the “Dry Flood”
of 1945.
In 1948 Portsmouth and Scioto
County was once again confronted
with flooding in the low areas and the
local Chapter appealed for furniture
and clothing to aid the 172 victims
requesting assistance.
Following the war, the Chapter
joined the National Red Cross
Campaign recruiting nurses for polio

victims. The nurses had to be willing
to serve assignments made by the
Red Cross Area Nursing Services
which could take them out of the
local community.
Although the war was over, the
jobs of the local Red Cross volunteers
were only half done. The new
Dieticians’ Aid Corps was organized
to work in the local hospitals as
assistants to the qualified dietitians.
A plea was extended for volunteer
Staff Assistants including clerical
workers, receptionists, typists and
stenographers. The Canteen Corps
continued its wartime function and
organized to meet the needs of the
community while the Moto Corps
kept meeting the driving needs of the
local Chapter and were ready in case
of disaster. The Production Corps
continued working at top speed
producing garments made for foreign
relief and the work of the Home
Service Corps doubled as more
service men were discharged.
The work of the hundreds of
Red Cross volunteers did not go
unrecognized by the local Chapter.
In 1946 six volunteer who each gave
5,000 hours of service between
January 1, 1940 and the close of
World War II, received the highest

award to be made by the local
Chapter, the “Red Cross World War II
Volunteer Service Ribbon Bar” with a
gold stripe. Ribbon bars with a small
gold strips for each 1,000 hours
of service were presented to 267
volunteers who gave between 500
and 1,000 hours of service. Red Cross
World War II pins were also presented
to numerous committee chairmen in
recognition of their services.
Once again due to the strong
support of hundreds of volunteers
from throughout Scioto County, the
Scioto County Chapter American Red
Cross ended the forties with many
successes with the local Red Cross
giving emergency relief in war and in
peace.

1950 – 1959

As the Fifties opened, the world
was still recovering from World War II
when the Korean War began and the
local Chapter was asked once again
to assist with war efforts by providing
emergency communication for
family members of servicemen and
preparing ditty bags with personal
care items.
The Scioto County Red Cross
became affiliated with the Tri-State
Blood Center in Huntington in 1951.

McKinley Funeral Home
Lucasville, Ohio
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Local industries competed for the
title of Blood Champion Donors. To
show his support for the blood drives,
Mr. Roger Selby sent seventy-five of
his employees to one of the blood
drives in 1957 and gave 100 Top Value
stamps to every donor.
In 1950 President Harry Truman
declared the need for emergency
services in time of disaster and the
local Chapter began building up
their services to be prepared for any
type of disaster.The Scioto County
Chapter joined eight other Chapters
in the tri-state area to develop a
mutual aid plan. Since Scioto County
was more likely to be faced with air
attacks than any other county in the
Ohio Valley, the Scioto County Red
Cross surveyed area buildings to
determine how many refugees they
could handle in case of a war.
With the completion of the new
flood defense system in 1950, floods
in Portsmouth diminished. Only a
minimal amount of flooding occurred
in low lying areas in the county and
outside the flood wall. The Red Cross
provided shelter and aid to these
flood victims.
On October 16, 1956 Portsmouth
was faced with a telephone blackout
which lasted sixty-one consecutive
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days. Police Chief Albert Bailey asked
the Chapter’s Motor Corps for help
delivering emergency messages;
especially to doctors and hospitals.
The local Motor Corps consisting
of thirty five women was ready and
assisted.
Volunteers continued to be the key
to the success of the local Chapter
and training courses were regularly
offered to those wishing to volunteer.
Although the Gray Ladies provided
non-medical care, they underwent a
rigorous training process, provided
by registered nurses, doctors and
psychiatrists as well as by the Red
Cross who presented the Red Cross
policies. The local Gray Ladies were
honored for their service by the VA
and the hundreds of hours they gave
to our veterans.
Mrs. Frank “String” Blood who
served as volunteer service chairman
for nearly forty years, organized
the chairmen of the many services
offered by the local Chapter. In
addition she was responsible for
volunteers for blood mobiles and
any other programs developed. The
1955-1956 budget of $26,798 was
sufficient to cover expenses for all
services during the year thanks to

Delivery

Snow Removal
Corner of Second

740-259-2481

and Jefferson
Portsmouth
353-YARD (9273)
60729125

1350 Galena Pike, West Portsmouth •740-858-2490

60729088

RED CROSS CENTENNIAL

Daily Times

Saturday, August 5, 2017

Submitted Photo

1917 Riverboat Cruize on Homer Smith Steamboat

History

became known as the Scioto Area
Red Cross Chapter.

From page 18

1960 – 1969

the help of the Red Cross volunteer
workers.
A Bowling Show was held at the
Classic Lanes in 1956 with proceeds
benefiting the local Red Cross. The
event was held to further President
Eisenhower’s desire to improve
physical fitness and the Red Cross
was selected the recipient of fifty
cents from every entry into the
tournament.
In 1957 the Scioto and Jackson
County Chapters merged and

A unique service was introduced
with a newsletter mailed once
a month to Portsmouth Area
Servicemen in the Army, Navy,
Air Force and Marines. The Scioto
County Red Cross initiated
“Operation Christmas” and
annually prepared ditty bags for
our servicemen in Vietnam to bring
a touch of home to servicemen at
Christmas.
The blood program had its ups
and downs and by 1966 the Scioto
County Chapter was in danger of

19

losing the blood program. Once again
the community came through and
the quota was met for a while, but
the Chapter had to continuously
encourage residents to participate in
the blood donor program.
There were a number of changes
with the local Chapter during the
early sixties. In 1961 the local Chapter
joined the United Fund as the moneyraising campaign was merged.
In 1962 the Chapter purchased a
house located at 1032 Kinneys Lane
for $10,500.00. The new Chapter
house provided the much needed
space for classes and committee
meetings. In addition the Chapter
saved money as the loan interest and

insurance were much less than the
rent at the National Bank Building.
In 1964 Jackson and Scioto
Counties dissolved the Scioto Area
Chapter upon mutual agreement
and Scioto County was once again
chartered as the Scioto County
Chapter American Red Cross. The
local Chapter continued to promote
the importance of Civil Defense
and held Civil Defense displays on
the Esplanade with a first aid unit
demonstrating bandaging and
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation along
with a model home bomb shelter on
display.
The Scioto County Chapter
celebrated its 50th Anniversary with

a dinner at the American Legion in
March 1967.
Devastation hit the area on
April 23, 1968 when Wheelersburg
experienced a disastrous tornado
that left hundreds of people
homeless, hungry and in need. The
local Red Cross was on the scene
in a matter of hours to help provide
assistance with major repairs, food,
clothing, and household furnishings.
As of May 5th, the Red Cross had
provided more than $40,000 in
emergency assistance and mass care
for 1,000 people and 60 families had
made application for individual family
recovery assistance.
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The local Chapter continued to
support health and safety training
including instruction in swimming,
first aid, baby-sitting and a twelve
hour mother and baby care course.
Mrs. Frank Blood appealed for
volunteers including veteran’s
hospital workers, registered nurses
and volunteers for the bloodmobile
program. Individuals to assist with
disasters and to help families of
servicemen, instructors for first aid
and water safety programs, typists,
clerical workers, youth leaders
and motor vehicle drivers were all
needed.

1970 – 1979

During the early Seventies, the
Chapter broke a record by preparing
636 ditty bags that were then sent
to our servicemen. A new service,
“Voices from Home”, continued
to be a popular method for family
members sending taped greetings
and Polaroid snapshots to their loved
ones overseas during Christmas.
Portsmouth High School students
helped the Red Cross by manning
a booth on the esplanade soliciting
signatures on petitions urging North
Vietnam to observe the Geneva
prisoner-of-war convention. The
students collected 3,392 signatures.
“Project Find”, a new person-toperson effort to help the elderly
secure welfare agency food stamps,
was offered to members of the
community. Emergency respiratory
and pulmonary training were
provided for the Portsmouth Police
Department and offered to area
industries and businesses to meet
safety requirements.
Volunteers were recognized at the
annual meeting and received awards
including pins designating the hours
donated, plaques and certificates
of appreciation. To supplement the
financial support of the United Fund,
it was necessary for the local Chapter
to continue membership drives as all
services were provided free of charge.
There were advancements in
the blood program with a registry
established to quickly identify
carriers suspected of infectious
hepatitis and a rare blood registry
was established. Whole blood could
now be split into plasma, platelets
and white cells and a new freezing
technique extended the storage
of rare blood units. Blood was now
collected in bags as opposed to jars.

Computer technology moved into
the blood donor field in 1977; not for
giving but for recording information.
This technology eliminated eighteen
volunteers, but saved time and was
more efficient. December blood
donors always looked forward to the
gingerbread men made and donated
by Mrs. Carolyn “String” Blood who
was one of the longest standing
volunteers for the local Chapter with
more than 50 years of dedicated
service.
Youth gave a boost to the blood
program when 18 year olds were
permitted to give blood without
consent of parent or guardian
effective July 19, 1970. Student
interest became so great that in 1975
the Chapter created a new reward
for their interest with a large trophy
awarded the school in Scioto County
with the largest percentage of donors
in a three month period. This then
expanded into a revolving trophy
each month for the school with the
largest increase. The Chapter saw an
increase in blood donations of 132
per cent in 1975 with approximately
1,200 pints of blood contributed by
students in an eight month period.
Students 17 years of age were also
permitted to donate blood with
written permission of parent or
guardian.
The local Chapter in cooperation
with Teleprompter Cable TV
presented a standard fist aid course
on local Channel 7 for those unable
to attend the training at the Chapter
house.
Scioto County was hit with a
blizzard in 1978. The ‘77 Bronco 4X4
donated by Judge and Mrs. William
Miller came just in time for Red
Cross volunteers to deliver medicine
and food to stranded residents and
provide emergency transportation for
those trapped by the snow.

1980 – 1989

The Red Cross continued to
respond to changing public health
needs. The HIV and AIDS crisis
required an update of blood services
with an increase in testing and
tracking of blood. In addition, the
Red Cross began offering health
and safety education about HIV and
AIDS, and organizing walks and other
efforts to raise awareness about the
disease.
The Chapter continued to grow
and expand services, becoming the
Scioto Valley Chapter following a
merger with the Pike County Chapter
in 1982. Then in 1984 the Tri- County
Chapter was formed when the
Scioto Valley Chapter merged with

Lawrence County.
With the expansion, it became
evident the Chapter house and blood
center on Kinneys Lane was no
longer large enough to accommodate
all of the programs and services
provided to the area being served.
A new Chapter house, formerly the
office of Dr. Louis Berndt located at
1304 Gallia Street, was purchased.
Built in 1912, it was large enough to
accommodate all bloodmobile visits
and provided expanded classroom
space for cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and first aid classes as
well as much needed office space
and emergency shelter.
The local Chapter also purchased
a house at 1326 Lincoln which they
leased to the Emergency Aid Task
Force to expand emergency food
and shelter programs. The two
agencies worked together to provide
emergency housing for up to four
or five families at a time in times of
natural disasters, fires, tornadoes
and floods.
The Southern Ohio Tri-County
Chapter along with other community
agencies became involved with
the Emergency Food and Shelter
Program in 1984. The project was
funded by a Federal Grant and the
Chapter was named fiscal agent to
oversee the distribution of food and
provide shelter for those in need.
Food pantries were opened in many
area churches and the number of
housing applicants grew. In fact
more than any time since the Great
Depression, more people from all
walks of life were in need of the food
banks and the services provided by
the local Chapter.
A new program was offered in
1981 when the Chapter offered
blood pressure testing every Friday
afternoon on the Esplanade. This
program was available during July
and August.
A benefit performance by Mrs.
Janice (Jan Cooley) Suverkrop and
her husband was held in 1982 with
all proceeds supporting the local
chapter. Jan Cooley was well known
in the area and was selected the 1977
Miss Ohio. The talented musician’s
concert program included everything
from Mozart and Stephen Foster
to Broadway musicals. One of the
most popular fund raising events
was the annual Chili Challenge which
spanned a period of five years during
the Eighties.
Other benefit events included
the Area All Star Basketball Games,
the Class B Women’s State Softball
Tournament, Casino night, a
10K walk, restaurant days and a
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Valentine’s dance. The local Chapter
received the proceeds from all of
these events.
The Chapter pulled out of the
United Way in 1987 due to ever
growing restrictions on the Chapter’s
methods of raising money needed to
keep the programs operating.
The Chapter began a new era
in multi-tissue service due to the
changes in surgery and advanced
techniques in bone transplantation.
A unique award was established in
1986 to honor a well-known volunteer
Carolyn “String” Blood for donating
thousands of gingerbread cookies
to blood donors every December
and her years of volunteer work
for the Chapter. The String Blood
Award was to be given to anyone who
made a donation of $200 or more
to the Chapter. The first award was
presented to Mrs. Blood herself.
In 1988 new courses were offered
with new methods of teaching CPR,
a new first aid course – “Multi-Media
Standard First Aid”, “Adult CPR” and
“Infant & Child CPR” were all taught
by Phil Malone, Safety Services
Director.
Beginning Swimming, Advanced
Swimming, Intermediate Swimming,
Advanced life saving, Basic Water
Safety and WSI Instructors continued
to be offered in the summer months.
With a grant from the Scioto Area
Foundation, the Chapter purchased
emergency radio equipment to
better function in the event of an
area disaster. Previously the Scioto
Valley Chapter relied on CB radios
for communication but the new
equipment extended effective
communication outside Scioto
County and into the Pike County
service area as well.
The local Chapter marked its
19th year of involvement with River
Days in 1983. The Chapter not
only provided volunteers trained
in First Aid and CPR in case of an
emergency on the river bank, but Red
Cross volunteers also manned the
emergency boat used on the river
during the time trials and the actual
races.
The Chapter was presented
and “Easylink” whisper writer
communication terminal by the
national Red Cross. The “Easylink”
sped emergency messaging and
other communications for the
Chapter. It was a modern Western
Union electronic mail system that
was a faster method for receiving
information from local servicemen
than the telephone.
In early March of 1989, the Tri-

County Chapter property at 1326
Lincoln was heavily damaged by a
fire which was believed be arson.
The property was sold in 2000 for
$3,500.00. The Chapter was told
to raise $10,000.00 to assist those
affected by the disastrous hurricane
Hugo which hit St. Thomas, St. Croix
and St. John islands in 1989.

1990 – 1999

The Nineties was a decade filled
with changes as the 20th Century
came to a close. With the rise of
the internet and wireless mobile
communication, the Red Cross found
methods to improve communication
and improve their services.
The Chapter became known as the
Ohio River Valley Chapter in 1991.
Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm increased the
Chapter’s activities in 1991 as it
dealt with 189 emergency cases. The
Chapter was once again a recipient
of funds from the United Way to help
supplement the funds raised from
membership donations and special
events. The Chapter began holding
Bingo twice a week. Area schools
continued to support the Chapter
with their annual penny drives and
participation in local blood drives
throughout the year; however the
local Chapter continuously fell short
in blood donations and finances
during the early part of the decade.
Changes were made for those
donating blood with new guidelines
for prescreening. Donors were able
to donate blood every 56 days if they
were in good health; weighed at least
110 pounds and were at least 17 years
of age.
The Red Cross provided food and
coffee and first aid services during
the riot at the Lucasville Prison in
1993.
Scioto County was inundated with
nearly three feet of snow in February
1994. The Red Cross assisted
residents stranded throughout
the county for nearly two weeks
before roadways were cleared and
businesses were reopened.
Flooding hit the area in 1997.
Streams and creeks overflowed their
banks as the Ohio River rose and
affected those in low lying areas.
Beginning in New Boston, flooding
spread to the Minford area, the west
side of Portsmouth and into Pike
and Lawrence Counties. Records
indicated 674 homes affected by
the flood and nearly 200 homes
destroyed.
The Chapter opened shelters in
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various locations and over 75 Red
Cross volunteers from as far away
as California donated more than
2,000 hours to assist wherever
needed. Flood victims were provided
with clothing, food, shelter, some
building materials and more. Victims
were also sent to area merchants to
purchase items they needed. The
flood was the worst flooding the
area experienced in 33 years with
emergencies declared in 14 counties
by Governor Voinovich.
The year 1998 was one of the
most progressive years in local Red
Cross history. The Ohio River Valley
Chapter saw a new Executive Director
with the retirement of Howard “Red”
Wittenberg who served the Chapter
for 26 years. After a statewide search,
Portsmouth native, Joe Harris was
selected to fill the position. The
Chapter was in a dire condition and
financially unstable with little service
to the community. With a new board
of directors that aimed to become
more involved in the community,
the Chapter once again became an
integral part of the community.
New community programs in
disaster, health and safety were
implemented along with services to
the armed forces and rebuilding of
the blood program. Cindy Schultz,
who served as a Red Cross volunteer
for fifteen years and joined the staff
in 1994 as the chapter’s Health and
Safety Director, offered a new first
aid course geared toward baby sitters
11 to 15 years old along with a few of
the 108 training programs available
including first aid, CPR, lifeguard and
swimming lessons to name a few.
The courses were no longer
free; however corporate rates were
available and free classes were
provided if there was a need. Under
Cindy’s leadership, the Chapter’s
Health and Safety Department
generated more revenue for
programs and services than the
Chapter’s largest single corporate
gift or allocation in the Chapter’s 82
year history.
The Chapter house on Gallia was
renovated with work by the Scioto
County Joint Vocational School
carpentry and masonry students in
late 1998.
A memorable afternoon in 1999
saw the Chapter host a dessert
reception for Doc Severinsen, a
preeminent instrumentalist, who
performed in concert at the Vern

Riffe Center for the Arts at SSU.
Proceeds from the event benefitted
the local chapter’s programs
that helped neighbors prepare
for, respond to, and recover from
emergencies.
The Chapter achieved Gold Status
in the 1999 National Community
Campaign. Less than 200 chapters
nationally achieved this level of
success by completing eleven
specific tasks regarding community
development and education
programs during the month of March.
The Heroes program was initiated
in 1999 with a Heroes Breakfast held
at the Scioto County Joint Vocational
School. The local Heroes Breakfast
recognized and celebrated local
heroes for going above and beyond
in everyday life touching others lives
and in some cases saving a life. The
Chapter celebrated its 18th Annual
Heroes Breakfast in 2016. The
annual event is sponsored by area
businesses.
The Touchdown Challenge, a blood
drive that gave points to designated
schools for every person who gave
blood, was reinstated. A new program
“Grab and Get series – Grab a Sack
Lunch & Get the Facts” was free
for the community and held at the
Chapter house. A brief informational
program on the Health and Safety
services provided by the Red Cross
were offered to attendees.
The United Way committed
$27,000 to the disaster response
program after supporting the blood
program in the past.
A new short-term training program
for individuals interested in a career
in home health care was developed
and offered basic training to increase
their employ-ability to individuals
interested in entry level home
health care positions. The Chapter
partnered with Shawnee State
University, the Portsmouth Health
Department and Southern Ohio
Medical Center, to train students in
Red Cross first- aid and CPR as well
as vital signs, disease prevention and
transmission, patient hygiene and
oxygen participation.
Red Cross Blood Services
employees went on strike in
December of 1999; however, the
strike had little effect on the local
chapter and all services continued
as usual.
Local State Farm agents partnered
with the local Red Cross Chapter
to present a musical review in
December at the Vern Riffe Center for
the Arts at SSU. The review included
a sneak preview of the Red Cross
Music Spectacular to be broadcast

nationwide on the FOX Network
on December 24th. The “Music
Spectacular Sneak Preview” was
offered free to the residents of the
Tri-State area. State Farm is known
as being a good neighbor and it was
only fitting that the spectacular
showcased dramatic stories of
how Red Cross individuals were
exceptionally “good neighbors” in
1999.
As the 20th Century came to an
end, the Chapter prepared for the
Red Cross rechartering process and
a bright future. Plans for the 21st
Century included the involvement
of more local youth with programs
offered for preschool children
to those approaching college
graduation. Opportunities such as
making blood appointments online,
taking health and safety courses
via new technology, and improved
communication during disaster
awaited the chapter as they entered
into a new decade and century.
The future also promised the most
advanced way to save a life when
cardiac arrest occurs with the use of
an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) and the Ohio River Valley
Chapter was to be one of the first
chapter’s in the country to offer
training beginning in early 2000 on
the new safety equipment.

2000 – 2009

Little did the Ohio River Valley
Chapter know of the unprecedented
challenges facing them in the twenty
first century; including terrorism,
natural and man-made disasters,
and the need for a safe blood supply.
At a time when a number of nonprofit organizations were leaving
the area, the local Red Cross was
growing stronger with a strong team
of volunteers serving on the local Red
Cross Board of Directors.
In 2000 The Chapter was awarded
the Best Sneak Preview Event in the
country by the National Red Cross.
The Music Spectacular continued
bringing an outstanding and
informational program through 2002.
With the devastating disasters
in New York, Washington and
Pennsylvania on September11,
2001, the demand for blood was
monumental. The local chapter
did their part with blood drives
in Portsmouth and Minford with
additional drives scheduled as
needed.
The Scioto County Commissioners
adopted a resolution supporting
Red Cross disaster relief efforts and
nearly fifty community leaders met to
plan “Scioto County Cares”, an event
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to benefit the American Red Cross
Disaster Relief Fund. The communitywide event, held on the Roy Rogers
Esplanade, featured food, music and
patriotic themes. With a tremendous
turn-out from the community, more
than $15,000 in monetary donations
were made for the American Red
Cross Liberty Disaster Relief Fund.
Barbara Greenamyer, the
Red Cross Emergency Services
Coordinator with the Ohio River
Valley Chapter, was called to
Ground Zero and spent three weeks
working in a Ground Zero Family
Service Center where she helped
300 individuals daily with financial
vouchers for immediate food,
clothing and shelter.
Following the attack on 911, the
chapter again entered a wartime
mode to support troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan and their families. The
Red Cross Gift Basket Program grew
from 2 boxes in 1999 to more than
65 huge boxes in 2002 filled with
candy, puzzles, playing cards, games,
Christmas cards, shaving gear and
more.
The Red Cross began offering
free disaster mental health services
to those in need. More programs
were developed for the youth in the
community. The Allstate Foundation
and the local chapter partnered to
develop “Masters of Disasters”, an
educational toolkit for elementary
school teachers that enhanced
classroom curriculum. A week long
Babysitter’s Camp was held at
Southern Oho Medical Center while
learn to swim classes were offered at
the SOMC Life Center.
For the first time in the chapter’s
history, a free event was held for
local school aged children. Auto
Zone partnered with the local Red
Cross in 2001 to present the Auto
Zone Safe City. The event involved
a total of 40 area agencies and
offered hands on activities CPR,
what to do for choking, gun safety
and bike safety. Held at the 14th
Street Community Center, more than
700 attendees learned how to live
safely with the safety information
and demonstrations provided for
children and their family members.
The chapter once again hosted the
Safe City at the SOMC Friends Center
in 2002. Partnering with the Scioto
County Family and Children First
Council, the Chapter offered an event
for preK-8th grade children and their
parents. In addition to learning about
disaster preparedness and first aid,
fingerprinting was offered among
many other safety demonstrations
and hands on experiences.
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Since the Red Cross is not
a government agency, funds
are generated through donor
solicitations, special events, grants
and fee-base courses such as CPR
training. Numerous fund raising
events were held to support the
operational budget of the Chapter
and included the “Celebrity Server
Event” in 2000 and 2001 with local
celebrities volunteering as waiters
and waitresses. The event held at
the Golden Corral in New Boston
generated funds to support the local
programs and services.
The International Journey was
held in 2000 and 2001 to raise funds
to benefit the chapter’s expanding
emergency services. Following
911, the event was changed to an
“American Journey” and included a
series of functions including an “Old
South Tea”, “Aloha Hawaii” and “The
Spirit of America Soiree”, a dinner
dance at Frasures Chateau.
The area media were strong
supporters of the local Red Cross
and assisted with public service
announcements and press releases
in the local newspapers. Many
informational and educational
articles provided by the Red Cross
appeared in the Portsmouth Daily
Times and the Community Common.
With their cooperation the Red
Cross has been able to inform the
community with cold weather tips,
baby safety, pet safety, home fire
safety and the importance of AED’s
to name a few.
In addition The Times partnered
with the Red Cross and sponsored
the annual Touchdown Challenge
which was a competition among
area high schools for blood donors.
The challenge kicked off in 1998 and
proved to be a successful method to
increase the collection of life-saving
blood and continued through 2002.
Community Blood Drives moved to
All Saints Episcopal Church in 2000.
A meal is provided to each donor
with five area churches taking turns
each month. Church Women United
are now in their sixteenth year of
coordinating the Community Drive
at All Saints which is always held the
last Tuesday of the month.
The new Emergency Services
Department was established in 2000
to meet the needs of local residents
in need of emergency services
including Armed Forces emergency
communication, disaster services
and international information.
New local Disaster Action Teams
(DAT) consisted of volunteers who
train and respond to local single-
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family disasters and nonrecurring
events. The DAT work as a cohesive,
well-orchestrated unit while
performing literally hundreds of tasks
which take extensive training.
In addition classes were offered
for area businesses including
Workplace Standard Aid which
met the OSHA regulations for the
workplace; Community First Aid
and Safety which met the Ohio Day
Care licensing rules,; Adult CPR;
sports Safety Training which met
the Ohio Department of Education
Certification for Coaches; Workplace
Standard First Aid Instructor;
Community CPR Challenges; Child
and Infant CPR as well as OSHA
approved courses in CPR/AED, First
Aid, Ergonomics, Safe Back and
Prevent Disease Transmission.
Since 2003, the Ohio River Valley
Red Cross has regularly attended
the largest local health fair every
spring at South Webster High School.
Information about Red Cross services
are shared with the students and a
blood drive for donors is held. Puppet
shows for 2nd and 3rd graders teach
students how to be prepared.
From 2007 through 2010, the
chapter assisted with the annual
United Way School Supplies Drive,
collecting items such as pencils,
paper, backpacks, and donating to
local area schools. The Scioto County
United Way dropped the Ohio River
Valley Red Cross in 2016; however
the Lawrence County United Way,
Jackson County United Fund and
Pike County Community Fund.
A devastating ice storm hit the
area in 2003 which saw 18 shelters
opened across Scioto and Pike
counties. People were without
power for 7 - 10 days in much of
the rural areas. Pike County was hit
with violent storms in July 2009
and the Red Cross provided food,
clothing and shelter for more than 50
people costing between five and ten
thousand dollars. Due to flooding, the
residents of Best Care Nursing home
in Scioto County were dislocated to
shelters set up by the local chapter.
The local Red Cross financially
supported victims of Katrina in 2005.
Eight local Red Cross volunteers
worked in the aftermath of Hurricane
Ike that hit Bolivar Peninsula, north
of Galveston Texas in 2008. The
group cooked more than 40,000
lunches and dinners each day and
then rotated in such diverse support

as fork lift operation, warehouse
ops and radio dispatch as well as
delivering hundreds of thousand
meals. An attempt was made to
recruit local volunteers to be trained
and aid victims affected by Hurricane
Gustav off the Gulf Coast of Texas.
Portsmouth West’s Key Club
conducted a “Bucket of Coins”
fundraiser to support the victims of
the hurricane in Haiti in 2008.
During the decade, the Red Cross
responded to hundreds of single
family fires in both Pike and Scioto
Counties and conducted a bone
marrow drive in 2003.
The Portsmouth Fire Department
donated 100 smoke alarms in 2009
for the Red Cross to install free in
area homes.
2000-2009, brought numerous
changes to the chapters operation. In
2002, the Portsmouth School system
purchased the chapter house at 1304
Gallia. With limited space to fit their
needs of office space, classrooms
and operations, they were able to
rent a building at 614 Glover Street.
Thanks to the generosity of Neal
Hatcher the rent was at a rate far
below market level.
After six years as Executive
Director, Joe Harris resigned to take a
position with the National Red Cross
as the Chapter Solutions office for
the Great Lakes Service Area in 2004.
Stepping into his shoes was Brett
Lacey, who grew up in Portsmouth
and returned from Dayton where he
served in the non-profit market. Brett
served a short term as Executive
Director and resigned in 2006.
Following an extensive search for
a replacement, Mary Arnzen began
her duties as Executive Director
on July 1. 2006. It was her goal to
reestablish more financial stability
and build better awareness of the
Red Cross programs and services in
the community.
In 2009, the Red Cross was offered
the former offices of Jeff Smith,
Red Cross board member, located
at 1801 Robinson. The building had
been vacant for more than a year,
was better suited for Red Cross
operations and the rent was perfect
– it was free. Thanks to the help
of local businesses and Red Cross
supporters, the chapter moved
into the new location without any
financial requirements.
The chapter was now receiving
support from the Cincinnati office
and fundraising changed to an
Annual Fund with support from
not only local business but with
individuals who would support
the Red Cross with an annual gift.
The Annual Fund did not generate
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sufficient funds to support the many
programs the chapter offered without
various fund raising events including
a wine competition, proceeds from
the World Championship of Cornhole
benefited the local chapter and
support by area students and other
organizations.

2010 – 2017

Disaster Preparedness continued
to be very important to the chapter
as a new decade opened. Not only
households but the entire community
was encouraged to take advantage of
the training and information available
in preparing for local disasters.
Many individuals and local
organizations in the community
supported Haiti Earthquake Relief in
2010.
In 2012 one volunteer was
deployed to assist with Hurricane
Isaac and then in August of the same
year, two volunteers were deployed to
help with the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy along the East Coast in the fall
of 2012.
On the home front Scioto County
experienced disastrous flash floods
in July 2010 and the Red Cross
provided support for the victims.
The storm of June 29, 2012
left thousands of people without
electric for several days and many
requested assistance from the Red
Cross. Red Cross shelters were set
up at Shawnee State University and
Waverly City Schools to be utilized
by area residents that needed relief
from the heat or required power for
medical reasons. The shelters were
manned by Red Cross volunteers and
medical personnel from the Medical
Reserve Corp.
Portsmouth and Scioto County
health departments, the Portsmouth
police and Shawnee State University
along with the local Red Cross
worked together to develop and
organize plans for the community in
case of a Pandemic and held a drill
at SSU.
Fund raising events included the
first Jingle Bell Jog in 2010 which
became an annual event until 2014.
Board members as well as friends of
the local chapter solicited donations
from motorists in New Boston,
Wheelersburg and Portsmouth to
help support emergency equipment.
The Disaster Blaster continued
through 2012, as well as “Rock for
the Red Cross”, a concert at the Vern
Riffe Center for the Arts. A unique
event including competitive wine
tasting and a VIP dinner was held at
Lake White in honor if the Chapter’s
service to the residents of Pike

Shawnee State Shelter in 2012

County.
Thanks to a grant from the Richard
D. Marting Foundation in 2012, the
chapter initiated a “Preparedness
Puppet Show” which continues to
be held today to help elementary
students learn what to do in the
event of an emergency through the
interactive show. They learn how to
have the necessary items in their
home in case they need to shelter in
place and to encourage their family
members to become involved as well.
Additional training for area youth
includes; the Pillow Case Project
which began in 2015.
The Ohio River Valley’s most
successful event in its history was
launched in 2013. “Dancing With
our Stars” has become the highlight
event in the community and has
drawn a sell-out crowd since its
inception. Now preparing for the
sixth season in 2018, Dancing With
our Stars has raised more than
$700,000.00 to support the local
services and programs provided by
the Red Cross. Although many of the
Star dancers hold events to benefit
the local chapter and help them in
their effort to win the coveted Mirror
Ball, Dancing With our Stars has been
the sole fund raising event for the
chapter during the past five years.
As disasters continue to exist, the
Red Cross finds home fires as the
biggest disaster threatening families
today. In an effort to reduce this
threat the Red Cross launched the
Home Fire Campaign in 2014 to help
save lives by installing free smoke
alarms in homes that don’t have
them and educating people about
home fire safety. The local Red Cross
installed 1,771 free smoke alarms
between June 2016 and July 2017.
This fall, the Red Cross will launch
“Sound the Alarm. Save a Life”, a

series of home fire safety and smoke
alarm installation events nationwide.
October is Fire Prevention Month,
and the Ohio River Valley American
Red Cross set October 7th as the
Centennial Blitz with the hopes of
installing 100 free smoke alarms to
celebrate its 100 years of caring.
Anyone interested in volunteering
as an installer or those needing
a free smoke alarm installed are
encouraged to contact the local Red
Cross at 740-354-3293.
Mary Arnzen resigned from her
position as Executive Director in
August 2013 to accept a position as
Lead Donor Relations Coordinator
with Southern Ohio Medical Center.
Once again the local Red Cross
interviewed numerous candidates
before selecting Debbie Smith who
assumed her duties on November
25, 2013.
In 2014 the Red Cross restructured
their chapters. The Ohio River
Valley Chapter became one of four
territories in the Greater CincinnatiDayton Red Cross Region. The
other three territories include:
Northern Miami Valley Ohio, Dayton
and Cincinnati. Ohio River Valley
American Red Cross serves Scioto,
Pike, Lawrence, Adams, Jackson and
Brown counties which are part of the
27 county region.
Although the structure has
changes funds raised locally remain
local with additional support from
the region. Today, the Ohio River
Valley American Red Cross continues
to be committed to members of
the U.S. military, its veterans and
their families. The Red Cross helps
members of the military, veterans
and their families prepare for, cope
with, and respond to, the challenges
of military service.
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Patient care Always comes first
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Scioto County Cancer Center
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Prakash B. Patel, MD

Scioto County Cancer Center
915 10th Street | Portsmouth, OH 45662 | (740) 355-1234 • sciotocountycancercenter.com

Adams County Cancer Center

285 Medical Center Dr. | Seaman, OH 45679 | (937) 386-0000 • adamscountycancercenter.com

Clermont County Cancer Center

4402 Hartman Ln. | Batavia, OH 45103 | (513) 735-4442 • clermontcountycancercenter.com
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WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Experience, Reliability, and Consistency Matters
60729486

23

24 Saturday, August 5, 2017

RED CROSS CENTENNIAL

Daily Times

60729721

